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An Open Letter to the People |
of Oregon

From Senator Wayne Morse

The Senate of the United States is about te open a debate (iirﬂhalﬂ)
this week) which is of such grave importance to the people of the | nited
States—and to every person in the State of Oregon that | feel compelled
to report to you as directly as I ean,

The issue is whether the vast and valuable oil and mineral deposits which
lie beneath the coastal waters off California, Louisiana and Texas shall con-
tinue under the jurisdiction of the federal government, or shall he given
by the United States to the adjoining states as a gift.

Armies once “moved on their stomachs.” Today, armies, navies and air
forces move on wheels, diesel, and jet propulsion—and all require petroleum.
Our defense, therefore, is no stronger and no deeper than our oil production
and reserves. Today, the United States is an oil deficit nation—we import
an average of one million barrels a day to meet our current needs,

Our last great oil reserve lies underncath the water off the coasts of
California, Louisiana and Texas. Senator Holland's bill would give coastal
states ownership of the lands under the marginal sea up their so-called
“historical bhoundaries” which are not readily definable, The potential
international complications are too involved to describe, but are quite serious.
Senator Daniel of Texas, proposes that in addition the three states receive
370%% of all rovalties on o0il extracted from beneath the continental shelf
which lies beyond the “limits” set by the Holland hill, Federal jurisdiction
over the continental shell has never been guestioned

The federal government has been unable to adopt a comprehensive plan
for this oil reserve for two reasons I'he three states have consumed years
in litigating their claims against the United States and while the issue was
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If gither or both the Holland and Daniel plans succeed this enormous
wealth would be lost to the people of the nation

The Hill amendment also would seek a plan for applving oil and other
mineral revenuwes to education throughout the United States \ conserva
tive estimate places the total loss of school aid at 50 billion dollars Ihe
State of Oregon might receive as much as half a billion dollars for its 250,000
enrolled school children Another survey places the potential loss to Oregon
schools at S0 million dollars a vear These stimates may prove loo great
or overly conservative as geological investigations of the submerged lands
Progress Such a program would be in conformity with national school aid
policies which go back to the Northwest Ordinance of 1787
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