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DANGEROUS POST IN BATTLE.

Men in “Fighting Tops" Are in a
Position of Extreme Veril,

The men In the greatest Canger dur
lng a naval engagement are those si
tioned in the military masts or *“tight
Ing tops™ of the big ships. It Is a posl
tion of extreme peril. The men sta
tloned there play bide and scek with

death during a battle, Exposcd to the
fire of the encmy with but Httle protee-
tion, the chances of their ngaln reach
Ing the deck below are extremely slim.
There are slight barbettes behingd which
the men crouch while loading and fir-
ing thelr guns, but these are of but Lt
tle practical use In warding off the fire
of the enciny, and the smoke and heat
of battle rislug In the alr make the sit-
uation even more disagreeable

Masts are not used on a modern battle
ship to support salls, but as stations for
fighting and to display signals, Fight
ers were statloned In the tops long be-
fore steam supplanted sails., It was
shot from the milzzemtop of the Re
doubtable that put an end to Nelson's

life In the moment of victory., Long
before that they were used ns n sta
tlon for marksmen., The sallor nowa

days doesn’'t have to cllmb the mast,
It I8 of steel, not wood, nnd of great
dlameter, Access to the fighting tops
Is galned from the interlor. In the
same way simmunition s passed up to
the men who are dolng the fighting in
the dangerous station,

These masts vary greatly In construe- |

tlon, some =hips Indeed being without
them, and on others they are mere sig
nal poles. But on the big battle ships
they are elnborate affalrs. Some
equipped with an upper top for the elec-
trie Nght, a pecullarly shaped edifice
below to ennble three qulek-firing guns
to be discharged right ahead, and a
gpecles of couning tower below, from
which the captain can oversee the
smoke clouds, and thus see to direct the
movements on his ship In action. This
conning tower I8 not always present,
but all the battle ships have three or
slx pounder rapld fire guns, and elec-
trie Hght projectors, and one or two
lighter machine guns In addition, These

guns are supported by expert gunners, |
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DATTLESHIP'S MILITARY MAST.

and In every battle they do effective
work In clearing the guns, sweeping
the decks and superstructures, and
pleking off the officers and leading men.

It I8 hazardous work. There s an
overhead shield, but these nnd the bar-
bettes glve protection more hazsedons
than real, There 18 not much danger
of the mast falling, for It would take a
well-directed shot with a big projectile
to bring it down. But If It did fall
there would be a great erash and the
damage would be great. It would be
rough on the men In the tops, who
would come tumbling down to certaln
death, Yet even If the masts do not
come down, the men are In a dangerons
position, being Uving targets for shot
and shell. The thin plating affords pro
tection agalnst a ritle bullet, but any-
thing larger wonld plerce It and end
the Hves of the men behind the
barbette,

Whaler Officer Travels 2,000 Miles to
Bring Aild to Arctic Colony.

George Tilton, third officer of the
stesan whaler Belvidere, traveled 2,000
mliles over snow and lee to bring aid to
an Arctle colony. His companions amd
the erews of the Oren, & steam whaler,
the J. H. Freeman, a steamer, and the
Rosario, a schooper, and from four oth-
er vessels form the colony on the Son
Morse islands. They were the ships
caught In the “young ice” off Point
Barrow,

When the ships' crews had been res
ened from the lce that crushed the ves-
vels; when the provisions had with in-
finite labor been tmnsported to the isl
and where the men bad to Jive; when
wood and the salls left from the
ks had been bullt into huts for the
who had been wrecked, Tliton
for elvilization
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| the three conlds, and the pans, about the

He had to k!l some of hls dogs for |

| food, and he had to guench his thirst by
mud-tening his lips with a little snow.
1 wo guldes, an Eskimo and his
wife Comin g over the glaclers t ‘
t " !i|l] 'TN" II‘-}“I I"_.‘I' T';l"l."‘l
belng separated in the Mizzosds, Three |
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times Tilton was all but frozen, bt the
vigorous action of the Eskimo saved
im. It took him nearly filve months
Nt. Michae), where he

JMef expedition

ON THE ICE. ’

to reach et

Lieut. Jarvis, of tl

A Dawson Cley Ldyl

A Dawson City mining man lay dylog on |
the Wi,

He didn’t have 8 woman nurse

1

|

he |]5~!LJ'l|

hia ve the price; |
|

|

But a comrade knelt bestde him, as the
sun sank in repose, |

To listen to hls dying womls and watch
him while he froze,

The dying man proppe=d up his head above
four rodls of snow,

| And said, “I pnever saw it thaw nt ninety-

eight Iwlow;

I."ia-|u| this little pinhead nugget that 1|
nre |

swiped from Jason Dills
To my home, you know, at Deadwood, at |
Deadwond in the hills, |

“Tell my friends and tell my en'mies, if |
you ever reach the East, |
That this Dawson City region s no plaee
for man or beast; |
That the land's too elevated and the wind
too awful cold,
And the hills of South Dakota yleld nas |
good a grade of gold;
Tell my sweetheart not to worry with o
BOrTOW too intense,
For I'm going to a warmer and a far more |
cheery hence,
Oh! the air is growing thicker, and those |
breezes give me chills, I
Gee, I wish I was in Deadwood, In Dead I
|
|

wood In the hills,

“Tell the fellows in the home land to re
main and have a elnch,

That the price of patent porkehops here
is eighty cents an inch,

That 1 who's been here
seratching ‘round to find the gold,

And at 10 per cent of discount 1 could
not buy up a cold,

Now, so-long,” he faintly whispered; "[|
have told you what to do.”

And he closed his weary eyelids and froz
solid ool i}.

His friends procursd an organ box and
¢ o, (1."d the bills,

Aund sent the miner home that night to
Deadwood in the hills,

Deadwowd Pioneer,

spenk as one

Like Mother, Like Son.

One of the most remarkable among
the feats of the postotfice In finding
people—and such feats are many—Iis re-
corded by a New York paper, A letter
was recelved at the postotficee in that
city addressed simply: “To my mother,
New York, Amerten”

The letter come from Ireland, but as
there are In New York several women
who have sons in Ireland, the postotfice
people despalred of finding the right |
However, the letter was turned |
over to the deciphering  departiment.
Now It g0 happened that on the very
day of Its receipt there an Irish woman
came to the general window and sald:

“Have ye a letter from me b’y ¥

The fact that a weman with the east
of mind required for such an Inquiry
should come nt that tlme, struck the
clerk, who had heard of a letter for a
woman whose nune was not glven, as
something more than a colneldence. It
waus guite possible that snch a woman
might be the mother of such a son,

S0 he took the letter, observed the
postmark, aml nsked the woman whers
her “b'y"” lived. She gave the name of
the place with which the letter was |
stiunped,  Some other questions were
asked and the answers noted  down,
Then the clerk gave the woman the let-
ter, on the condition that she should
open It on the spot and roturn it If It
were not for her,

She opened It, and lo! !ts contents
proved conclusively that It was really
from her son In Ireland,

O,

Ancient Scales Discovered,

A palr of scales much like thoge of
the mexlern phiarmacists s among the
multitude of objets discoversd this |
year In exeavations about thirty m!les
from Thebes and recently exhibited In
Londen, The scales are finely finished,
having a beam about four aml one-half
Inches long, with a ring at each end of

slze of an Engllsh penny, are slightly
Canvex.

Wool from Persia.

Persian wool s going to Russla,
France nnd the United States. Our lme
port of that commdity Is made via
Marseilles, A small portlon only of
that cllppedd from the milllons of sheep
in the country I used there, and that
goes for manufacture of carpets, The
chief centers of carpet manufactories
are Suntanabad, Korassan, Chiraz and |
Kurdistan, one house In Suntanabad |
employing more than 10,000 workmen,

He Expected 1t
“Oh, why do you love me, Mabel, dear?”
ln‘ l‘f:.v\!.
“Because,” she amswersd, and he,
course, wad satisfied,

of

Allce—I've Just been reading Poe
Doesn’t he tell some welnd tales? Mrs,
Deadnext—Yes, but they don't hold a
caundle to some of those my husband
tells me when he comes home late.—
New York Herahl

It requires as much time to get away
from a persistent agent as it does to
sav gnad-by to an affectionate woman,

L

| fields most of the graves nre unnamed,

| bank of Howers,
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graves in the cemeteries
of the United States, From the
Atlantic to the [Mneifie nution’s he-
roes are on eneh 3ith of May honoresd by
a loyal and loving people, On that date,

soldiers’

the

from the time the sun rises over the hills |
of Maine until it ginks to rest beyond the |

mountains of California the vast extent of |
our lnnd ochoes with the bugle eall and
the booming of cannon. The yonth of the |
nation get thelr best lesson in patriotism
when they lay o wreath of flowers on the
stone that marks g soldier's grave,

It is lwmpossible to state the exact num- |
ber of soldiers’ groves, as po record has
been made of them for several years,
When the last record was made there
were about 300,000 sleeping in the na-
tionu! ecemeteriecs and ]ll‘ull:l.!nl_\' To, )
seattered in little graveyanls all over the
country. The anccompanying map gives
the figures of the last record made, Of

| course, the pumber of graves hns inereas-

wd since then, The veterans have become
fewer nnd fewer, They have not fallen |
us rapldly as they were mowel down be- |
fore the death-dealing fire of Gettysburg,
nor as they fell in the awful charges of
Bull lun, but their ranks have been thin
ned by the grim renper, and for ench one
that passed away there has arisen an-
other mound to be decorated,

Nutionanl cemeteries, ns is, perhaps, well
known, are burying places maintained at
the expense of the United States Gov-
ernment, and wherein only soldiers are
buried, Maony of these are pear some mil- |
itary post, but by far the larger ones are
located in the vicinity of the big battle-
fields, Some of the heroes were buried
near the spot where they gave ap their
lives for their coutitry, and numbers were

| tnken to as near their homes as possible,

In the national cemeteries near the battle-

Only a number and a tiny stone tell where
a hero lies sleeping. When shells and shot
mowed men down by the thousand it fre
quently Lappened that there were none
left to identify the bodles, In most cases
it was known to what company certain
men had belonged, although each could
not be identified individually, and in such
cases all are buried in groups and the
pames of all the men who were missing |
after the battle are inseribedd on a single
shaft,

There are In all about ninety national
cemeteries in the United States and so
scattered that each presents an entirely
different appenrance. Could pictures of
them be viewed one after another they

| would present a panorama of our coun

try., There would e cemeteries far ont |
on 'n.'l-'uf)' wastes where the sun beats |
dovin mercilessly and the dry desert wind
carrvies the hot sand in blinding
over the shiny stones that mark

graves. There would be cemeteries

clouds |

the

prairies, There would be peaceful little
spots sheltersd ‘neath charch towers, nnd
vast stretches of beautiful park where
thousands lie burled.,  Millions of peopls
visit these cemeterios an Memorial Dagy
and when night comms ench s a perfect

The most easterly of the national ceme-
teries is the one known as Cypress Fills,
It is located not far out of the city of
Brooklyn, and is a typical Eastern borey
ing place that containg some of the finest
wonuments that are placedd over soldiers’
graves in the country, The natural aspect
of the country at Cypress [Hills is some
what flat, but the cemetery has received
so much attention and art has done
much for it that the flatness is not notice-
able, It is o most beantiful spot, where
5000 heroes are buried. Woondlawn s
the name of the natlonal cometery of New
York State, It is a magnificent burying
place on slightly rolling groond, well kept
and planted to all sorts of flowers and ev.
ergreens, Over 3,000 are borfed here, A
little further to the south the national
cemeteries are very close together, At
Philadelphia there is a beautiful borying
place, where about 2,000 sleep, and just

HERE are nearly halt a million!

| to visit at any time of the year,

‘| lakes in
nts il 9 a ¢ ) "0y ey |
| wountain wilds and on boandless western | gruves are very close to the tvater, Deco-

| ration Day is always extensively observ-

to the northeast of town is pretty Beverly,

Only 164 are urled here, but it s one ufl
the most bhesutiful cemeteries in the coun- |

try—certainly the most beautiful of its
slze. In the immediate vicinity there is
the Gettysburg cemetery, Antletam, Balls
Bluff, Grafton and Winchester, All these
are much alike in general appearance,
About 14,000 are borked in all of them,
The shores of the Crhesapeake in Vir-
ginla are fairly lined with national cem-
eteries,  About 50,000 are buried in this
vicinity, and the graveyards are almost
exactly alike in appearance., They are

{pot 03 well kept ss some further north,

but uature has done so much in the way
of luxuriant vegetutdon that this is hard-
Iy noticeable, The most lmportant of
these cemeteries are Fredericksburg, Ar-
lington, Culpepper, Richmond, Cold Har-
bor, Petersburg, Yorktown and Annapo-
lis. Most of them have streams of water
running through them that greatly add to
their natural beauty, In North Carolina
the most important pational cemetary is
Rulisbary, Nearly 18,000 are harvied here,
This cemetery is located in a spur of a
mountygin range and is & most beautiful
spot.  In general appearance it is entire
Iy different from any other national cem-
atery in the country, From almost any

part of it a view extending over miles and |

miles of country that in war time was
the scepe of many important battles can
bhe obtained. It is a most impressive place
The oth-
or cemeteries in North Carolina are Ra-
leigh, New Berne and Wilmington, About
7,000 are buried in these three,

Almost at the southern tip of South
Carolina is the most beautiful pational
cemetery in the country, It Is known as
Beaufort and about 10,000 are buried
there, Although it is in South Carolina,
Beaufort might be samu to belong to Sa-
vannah, Ga, The perfect city of the
Sonth is just a few miles away, across
the river that divides the two States, and
it is from there that the crowds of people
come who decorate its graves, Hundreds
of the sons of Savannah are buried in
Reaufort,
tional cemetery at 8St. Augustine, Fla,,
takes first rank. It is on the site of an

old Spanish burying place, and many are |

the guaint graves and tombstones to be
seen there, Surrounded by a very old
stope wall, within sound «f the breakers

| and filled with tropical plants and dreamy
| lngoons, it is at once beautiful and inter-

esting, About 1,500 are buried here, and
the Dwcoration Day ceremonies are al-
ways of a most lmpressive nature, The
national cemetery of Chalmette, near New
Orleans, is one of the best-known burying
places in the country, Thirteen thousand
are buried here. Chalmette is located on
the shore of a hayon and presents some-

| what the appearance of a swamp with
| drivewny=s through it

There are several

it, and in many instances the

ol here, but for one reason or another the
graves are decorated with flowers and
evergreera the greater part of the year,

The largest national cemeters in the
country is at Vieksburg, Miss.
17,000 are interred here, but the place has
rather a lh-;-!‘t‘!.-\ing effect on one who
visits It for the first time, it is so vast
nnd so suggestive of the horrors of death,
There is a melancholy aspect to it that it
is imposaible to shake off. XNear by is
the cemetery at Natches, whepre 3,200
are burisl. In the immediate vicinity are
the cemeteries of Port Hudson, Baton
Rouge and Alexandria. All through this
part of the country Decoration Day is
maost extensively ohserved. In nearly ev.
ery graverand there are several soldiers
buried, aud the sentimental nature of the
people cnuses much attention to he given
to the ceremonies. From Andersonville,
Ga,, and following a sort of curve to
Little Rock, Ark., there iz a line of ceme-
teries where nearly 100,000 soldiers are
buried. These are all very much alike in
appearance and are pot as well eare] for
as thoee in other parte of the country.
The principal ones of this group are Mem-

| as many trees as one feels ought to he

For picturesquencss the na- |

About |

phis, Nashville, Chattanooga and Mari
ettn,

There s a little group of cemeteries in
Kentucky where about 8,000 are haried,
but the ohservances of the day here are
always very sad. More ald people are
seen at these ceremonies than in any
other cemetery in the country, They
still remember their lost ones, and even at
this late day old, white-haired negroes
are frequently seen weeping and crying
for "young marsa™

A nationnl cemetery that is very little
known is Jefferson DBarracks, located
about cighteen miles below 8t, Lonis, Mo,
Owver 11,800 are burdaed here, and the cem-
etery Is one of the gropdest sites in the
world, It is about 30 feet above the
Mississippi, on the west bank, and com-
mands a view in all directious over the
bottom lands, This cemetery is remarka-
bly well kept, althoagh it does not contain

there,

The national cemeteries of the West are
sad places, Most of them are absolutely
bharren and are distressing in the extreme,
The one at San Antonio, Tex., I8 of this
character, although of late years an at-

temipt has been made to improve it, Near-
ly ull the Western cemeteries are small. |
The national cemetery on the Custer bat- |
tlefield in Dakota is. perhaps the strang- |
est burying place in all the world, It is |
a4 most barren spot, containing an enor- |
mous marble shaft, with 414 graves
grouped around it The strange thing
about this cemetery is that all those sleep- |
ing there were killed on the same day,
The national cemetery of San Franci

is located at the Presidio, About 350 arve |
interred here, It is not generally known,
but the United States maintaios a nation-
al cemetery at the City of Mexicn, Of
conrse the 6,184 buried there are the vie-
tims of the Mexican war,

|
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The First Celebrationa.

The date of the first celebration of Me-
morial Day in the various States is as
follows: Alabama, April 208, 1866; Ar-
kansas, May 30, 1865; California, May
30, 1880; Colorado, May 30, 1877: Con-
necticut, May 30, 1876; Delaware, May
30, 1867; Florida, April 26, 1870: Geor-
gia, April 26, 1866; Illinois, May 30,
1873; Indiana, May 30, 1867; Iowa, May
30, 1808; Kansas, May 30, 1808: Ken-
tucky (Confederate), May 10, 1847: Ken-
tucky (Union), May 30, 1868: Louisinna
(Confederate), April 6, 1875; Louisiana
(Union), April 8§ 1878; Maine, May 30,
1847; Maryland (Confederate), June T,
1866; Maryland (Union), June 5, 1866:
Massachusetts, May 30, 1881: Minnesota
(nt Minneapolis), May 30, 1809: Minne-
sota (regular), May 30, 1870; Mississippi,
May 1, 1867: Missouri, May 30, 1568:
Nebraska, May 30, 1808; Nevada, May
30, 1889; New Hampshire, May 30, 1868;
New Jersey, May 30, 1868; New York,
May 380, 18¢8; North Carolina (Greens-
boro), May 5, 1866; North Carolina (Ra-
leigh), May 10, 1860; Ohio, May 30, 1868
Oregon, May 30, 1875: Pennsylvania,
May 30, 1808; Ithoade Island, May 30,
1868; South Carolina, July 3, 1866: Ten-
nessee, May 30, 1808; Texas, May 20,
1871; Vermont, May 30, 1860: Virginia
(Union), May 81, 186¢; Virginia (Con-
federate), June 11, 1868; West Virginia,
May 30, 1878; Wisconsin, May 30, 1873,

The Committee,

“We're a Decoration Day committee,”
began Lilly.

“And we want some of your flowers,™
said Milly.

“To trim the school house,” said Tilly.

Miss Eunice laughed heartils. Then
ghe looked sober,

“Se¢ here, my dears,” she sald, kindly,
“1 think it isn't a nice way for little girls
to beg, if it is only for flowers,

“Heside, whey you get the flowers so
easily, you hardly care for them. A lit-
tle girl asked me once for a sweet red
rose, and what do yon think® She ate it
before she got to the gate!”

“Oh, but we wouldn't do that, Miss Eu-

nice!™ said Milly,

“You wouldn't love them a9 if yon had
grown them yourselves,” persisted Miss
Eunice, *“Now I'll tell you what I'll do
for you; I will give each of you some
plants, so that you can raise your own
flowers for next Decoration Day,”

“Oh, that will be nice! Lovely! Splen-
dld!™ said Lilly, Tilly and Milly all at
Onee,

“But what ghall we do for to-marrow 7"

| nsked the little girls,

“I have promised all my flowers for to-
morrow,"” gaid Miss Eunice, “but I will
show yon a gamlen that does not belong
to anybody, where you can get for the
pleking all the flowers you wunt.”

So the three little sunbonnets hobbed
merrily along behind Miss Eunice, as she
led the way to the woods and fieldé,

“This is the gamlen I meant,” she said,
looking around.

And snre enough, there were whole
flocks of milk-white ounisies, end troops of
bloodroot and trilliums, Lilly, Tilly and
Milly ran to gather them with a shout.

“Tuke care, my dears!” said Miss En-
nice, ns the chilidren tore up the violets by
the roots, “Pick the flowers and leave
the plants.”

“I thonght yom said these svere nobody’s
flowers 7 said little Tilly,

“To be sure,” sald Miss Eurdes, “but
they are too pretty to be spolled, Leave
them to grow, and other little girle will
find them here waiting to surprise them.
So the lovely wild flowers will keep a
great many Decoration Days.™

HEAR THE DRUMS MARCH BY.

ARAH, Barmh, Sir-
ah, hear the drums
march by!

Thl s |8 Dewentlon
Day;—hurry and

Y be spry!

R Wheel me to ths win-

{"1 dow, girl; fitng It
A

open high!
1l Crippled of the body
L now, and bilnded
}1,‘,; of the are,
%, Saral, let me [|isten
while the drums
waech by,

Hear ‘em; how they rall!
my souk

Hear the beat—bead—o' the bonts an
sireet;

Hear the sweet fifo cut the alr ke @ knife;

Hear the tones grund of the wonds of com-
mand;

Hear the walls nigh shout back thelr reply!

:-;umhl. .:mmlx. Sarab, bear the drums dance
¥

I can feel "em In

the

Blind ns a hat, I ean see "em, for-all that;

0l Caolonel J., stately an' gray,

Rlding slow and solemn at the head of the
column;

There's Major L., sober now and well;

Old Lengthy Bragg., stlll s-bearing of the

fag;
There's old Strong, that I tented wifh so
long:
There's the whole crowd, hearty and prond.
Hey! boys, say! ean't you glance up this

way?
Here's an old comrade, crippled now, an’
gray!
This Is too much, Girl, throw me my eruteh!
I can m-'o-l can wulk—I can march—l could

fly!
No, I1 won't slt still an' see the boys march
iy !

Oh!—I fall and I fiinch: 1 ean’t go an lnch!

No use to flutter, no use to try.

“'th:r;."n my strength? Hunt down st the
ront;

There's where I left tt. No need to sigh;

All the mllk's split; there's no use to ery,

Plague o' these tears, and the moans [n my
enrs!

Part of a war Is to suffer and to dle,

I must alt stlll, and let the drums march by,

Purt of a war 18 to suffer and to dle—

Buffer and to dle—suffer and to—Why,

Of all the crowd 1 just yelled at so Jond,

There's hanliy a one but ls kllled, dead and
gone!

All the old regiment excepting only I,

March out of sight In the country of the
night.

That wns a specter band marched past so
grand.

All the boys are a-tenting In the sky,

S8arnh, Barah, Sarah, lear the drums mean

by!
=Will Carleton.

“His Face to the Foe.,"

“Slain in Battle.” “He fell with his
face to the foe.” These were the mes-
sages that were flashed over the wires
and sent to the waiting ones at home
by brave and thoughtful comrades, Those
who lived through those trying times need
not be reminded how sacred is the trust
committed to our charge, Ther know
what the day means in all its comprehen-
sive and broad significance, and it needs
no burst of martial musie, no flourish of
trumpets or beating of drums to tell the
story. They know the history of those
trying days, and the most eloquent efforts
of aratory cannot make it more clear op
more dear to them,

The Fleld Flowers.
Yea, bring the falrest roses,
Carnations white and red,
And rnﬂu. royal blossoms,
m‘l:;o o~k :::JL soldler's bed;
bring oty fedd flowers, too—
Dalstes, and violets white and bloe,

The largest bridge ever bullt Ia the
famous one crossing the Firth of Ferth.




