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1'o begin with, there are al
would be

glad to step in

high priest; also Nam had hlunder
extensively in the matt { the |
that the greater t

whom he had ins 1 in bis1
would pot sore |

'l hese :..__‘_
kpown to Olfan an
companions, sharpened the
ger in which they had been placed by
readiness and cunning Indeed th
cape was 8 matter of life and
and many bundreds of their ad
opce they could reach the temple o
claim the rearisen gods to the people, all
would go well, for the army would suflice
to keep the priests from usiog viclence,
but if they falled in this their death war
rant was already signed, for nope of them
would ever be heard of again

No wonder, then, that they hurled
themselvea despairingly upon the stubborn
dours. For an hour and more they lal
but all in vain. The massive timb
bard wood, six inches or more in thick-
pess, could scarcely be touched by their
knlves and spears, nor might their united
strength serve even to stir the stone bolts
and bars that beld them fast, and thej

| bad nothing that could be used as a batter-

ing ram

“It is useless,”” said Leonard at last,
throwing down his knife in despair. ''This
wood 1s llke lron. It would take us a

| week to cut through it.”’

““Why not try fire, baas?"’ suggested Ot

| ter.

Accordingly they attempted to burn
down the doors, with the result that they
pearly stifled theroselves in the smoke and

| made but little impression upon the wood
| work
At length tbey gave up the experiment
—it was a failure— and sat locking blank
| ly at each other as they listened to certain
| sounds which reached them from the pas
sages without, telling them that their en
| emies were gathered there
‘‘Has any one a suggestion to make?
said Leopard at last. ‘‘If npot, I think
that this game is about played.”’
** Baas, "’ answered Otter, **I have a word
to say. We can all go down through that
bale by which I came up to you. The wa
| ter dweller is dead. 1 slew him with my
| own band, so there is nothing to fear from
| him. DBeneath the hole Is a tunnel, and
| that tunnel leads to the slope of the moun

taln above. At the top of the slope is an
; ice bridge by which men may reach a fair
country if they bave a mind to.’

““Then for heaven's sake, let
it,”’ put in Juanna

‘1 have eeen that bridge,’ said Olian
while the captains stared wonderingly at
the man whose might had prevailed
asgainst the ancient snake, ‘‘but never yet
have I beard of the man who dared to set
his foot upon it."

“It Is dangerous, but it can be crossed,’
replied Otter. ‘‘At the least, it is better
to try it than to stay here to be murdered
by the medicine men.”’

**1 think that we will go, Leonard,’
| sald Juanna. “‘II Iam todie, I wish to
| do so in the open. Only what is to become
| of Nain? And perhaps Olfan and the cap-
| tains would prefer to stop here?"’

““Nam will go with us wherever we go,”’
answered Leopard grimly. ““We bavea
long score to settle with that gentleman
As for Olfan and the captalns, they mast
| please themselves, "

“What will you do, Olfan?’ asked Ju-
anna, speaking to him for the first time
since the scene in the other prison.

“It seems, queen,’’ he answered, with
| downeast eyes, 'that I have sworn to de-

fend you to the last, and this I will do the
| more readily because now my life is of lit
| tle value. Asfor my brethren here, I think
| that, ke you, they will chocse to die in
| the open alr rather than wait to be mur
dered by the priests.'’

The three captains nodded an assent to
his words, and then they set to work
|  First they took food and drink, of which
| there was an ampie supply in the other
',oell, and burriedly devouring some of it
| disposed the rest about their persons as
| best they could, for they foresaw that even
| if they succeeded in escaping it was likely
| that they would go hungry for many days
| Then Leonard wrapped Juanna in a goat-
| skin cloak which he took from one of the
| dead priests, placing the second cloak over
his own shoulders, for bhe koew that it
| would be bitterly cold on the mountalns
| Lastly, they tled Nam's arms behind him
| and deprived him of hls knife, so that tho
| old man might work none of them a sud
den injury iu his rage.

All belng prepared, Otter made his rope

|
us Crosa

let you down. Hurry. Those doors can-
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NOTICE OF EAECUTRIX
OF REAL PROPERTY.

SALE

TOTICE is hereby given that purscant to an
order of the county court of Yambhill coun-
ty, Oregon, duly made and entered of rec
ord on the 8d day of April, 15865, the
undersigned, the duly appointed, quaiified and
acting executrix of the estate of J. 8. Hibbs,
deceased, will, from and after thedth day of May,
1888, proceed to sell at private sale for cash io
band, the real property belonging to sald estate
and described as follows, to-wit
The west half of lot No. 2 and the east 28 feet of
lot No. 3 in block 8, of the City of McMinnville
n.

Blocks Nos, 2 and 2 In Johns'
City of McMinnville, Oregon |
A lot or parcel of land feet wide running
east and west and sdjoining the northern tler of |
lots on the south of block 21, of Johne' addition

tothe City of McMinnville, Uregon
Commencing al a poict on the east boundary |
Hne of section 9, in township 4 south, of range 4 |
west of the Willamette meridian, Yambill coun
ty Oregon, 38 64 chalus south of the northeast
corner of said section, said Fui!ﬂ: being the south-
east corper of land deeded by J.S. Hibbs to J
Fred Hibbs, recorded {u Vol 28, page 243, records
of deeds of said county, and running thence
south 5276 chalne; thence west 54.42chains to the
east line of J. G. Bakers donation land claim
thence north 14.88 chalns to the northeast corner
of sald D. L. C.; thence west 17.03 chalns; thence
north 11.25 chains to the center of Baker creek
thence down said creek to & point due west ol
the place of beginning, and thence east 61.9%
chains to the place of beginning: also commenc-
fug In the center ofthe county road running from
MeMinnville to Carlton at southwest corner of
tract conveyed to G. H. Hibbs in Vol. 24, pame
A5, records of deeds for said Yamhbill county
and running thence north 89 deg. east to center
of Baker creek; thence southwesterly along sald
€reek to center of said road, and thence norther
1y slong eaid county road to the place of begin-
ning. All the above described rea) property lsing
belug in Yamhill county, Oregon "
ELIZABETH HIBBS
Executnx

addition to the

IRVINE & COSHOW
AtLy’'s for Executrix

LEGAL BLANKS.
The following genersl forms are always In =tock

and for sale at (he Reporter office -

Warranty Deeds Real Estate Mortgage

ait-claim Deeds Chatrel Mor @
albd for Deed tisfuct} .1‘.(1“‘;1.-..-1
Farm Lease Mortguge
Notes and Receipts :

We earry & lﬂx stock of stationery and aye
Wmdw do Job printing of every surt in iue
style of the art aud st low fgures,

Union |

oot stand for long.''

Anpother minute, and she was beside Ot-
ter, who stood beneath, a candle in his
band Then Leopard came down

““By the way, Otter,”” he said, '‘have
you seen auything of the jewels that are
suppused to be here!?"’

““There is a bag yonder by the water
dweller's bed, baas,’’ answered the dwarf
carelesaly, ‘“but I did not trouble to look
[ 1nto is.
to us now?"

““None, but they may be of use after
ward, if we get away.”’

*‘Yes, baas, If we get away,'’ answered
Otter, bethinking bimself of the ice
bridge. “Well, we can pick it up as we go
along."’

Just then Nam arrived, having been let
down by Olfan and the captains, and stood

peither he nor any of his brethren bad
ever dared to visit the home of the snake
god. Then the captains descended, and
last of all came Olfan.

‘‘We have little time to spare, deliver-
er," said the king. “*The door is falling, "
and as he spoke they heard a great crash
above. Otter jerked furiously at the rope,
till by good luck one end of the stake slid
over the edge of the hole, and it fell
among them.

**No need to leave this line for them to
follow by," be said. ‘‘Besides it may be
useful.’”” At that moment something ap-
l' peared looking through the hole. It was

the head of one of the pursuing priests.
| Nam saw it and took his opportunity.
| “The false gods escape by the tunnel to

|

| the mountains,’’ be screarued, ‘‘and with
them the false king! Follow and fear not
The water dweller is dead. Think not of
me, Nam, but slay them."’

With an oath Otter struck him heavily
across the mouth, knocking him backward,
but the mischief was done, for a voice cried
in answer:

““We bear you, father, and will find
ropes and follow. "’

‘ Then they started. Ope moment they
paused to look at the huge bulk of the
dead crocodile.

“This dwarf isa god in truth,” eried
| one of the captains, ‘‘for no man could

bave wrought such a deed.”’
| “Forward," said Leonard.
no time to lose.”
| Now they were by the crocodile’s bed
| and amopg the broken bones of his vic-
| tims.
| *““The bag, Otter; where is the bag?”
| asked Leonard.
et Here, baas, "' answered the dwarf, drag-
ging it from the moldering skeleton of the
| unlucky priest who, baving offended the
new found god, bad been let down through
| the hole to lay it in its hiding place and to
| perish in the jaws cof the water dweller.
| Leonard took the bag, and opening ita
| mouth, which was drawn tight with a run-

““We harve

. | ning strip of hide, peeped into it while

| Otter beld down the candle that he might
see. From jts depths came a glimmer of
red and blue light that glowed like the
beart of some dull fire.
1t is the treasure,” he said in a low
tone of exultation. ‘At last the luck bas
turoed. "’
| “How much does it weigh?'' sald Juan-
pa as they sped opward
‘‘Some seven or eight pounds, 1 should
say,”’ be answered, still exuitantly. ‘*Sev-

What is the use of the ved stones |

glaring round him, not without awe, for |

ght sclid pounds of gems, the fin-

she said, *“I bave
You may have to

resently

told you that luck b
Twenty 1
the mouth « pas
tween the blocks of ice found themselve
upon the mountain side; but, as it chanced,
e of the moon was hidden by clouds,

Very likel;

often the case in this country at
beginning of the spring season, for,

4 in winter the days are almost in-
v bly misty and the nights clear, in
spring and summer these atn con-

ospheric
)08 are frequently reversed. So gl
it Indeed that it proved imp
attemupt the ascent of the mount:
the day broke, sines to do #0 would be to
run the risk of lo#ing themselves and very
possibly of breaking their necks among Its
uumerous clefts and precipices.
After a minute's basty di
set to work to fill up the
1, or rather the cr:
of ice that already encumbered it,
such material as lay at hand—name
uf frozen snow, gr and a few
large stones which they were fortunate
enough to find in the Immediate vicini

ssion they
1ith of the
s betwoeen the

for the darkness rendered it imp ble to
search for these at a distance. While they
we ed they heard the voices

ts speaking on the farther side of
their somewhat ineflicient barrier and
worked harder than ever, thinking that
the moment of attack bad come.

To their astonishment, however, the
sound of voices died away
““Now where have they gope,' said

Lecnard—‘‘to climb the cliff
path and cut us off?"’

“I think not, deliverer,”’ answered Ol-
fan, **for I know of no such path. 1 think
that they have gone to bring heavy beams
by means of which they will batter down
the ice wall.”

**Still there is such a path, king,' sald
one of the captains, ‘‘for I mysell have of-
ten climbed it when 1 was young search
ing for snow flowers to bring to her whom
I courted in those days.”

“Can you find it now, friend?’ asked
Olfan eagerly

**Ido not forget a road that I have
trod,'' sald the captain, *‘but it is cne ot
easy to follow."

‘*See now, Shepherdess,”” sald Olfan
after thinking awhile, ‘‘shall we take this
man for a guide and return down the cliff
to the city, for there, unless fate is against
us, we may find friends among the soldiers
and fight out this battle with the priests.”

**No, no,"" answered Juanna almost pas
“I would rather die than go
k to that dreadful city to be murdered
at last. Do you go if you will, Olfan, and
leave us to take gur chance.”’

“That 1 cannot do, queen, for I am
eworn to acertaln service,"’ he sald proud-
Iy ‘But hearken, my friend, follow this
path of which you speak, if you can do so
in the darkness, and find help. Then re-
turn swiftly to thisspot, where I and your
two comrades will hold the priests at bay
Perchance you will not find us living, but
this I charge yuu—if we are dead give it
out that the gods have left the land be-
cause they were so evilly dealt with and
rouse up the people to fall upon the priests
and make an end of them once and for-
ever, for thus only shall they win peace
and safety.’’

Making no reply, the man shook Olfan
and the other two captains by the hand,
saloted Jusnna and vanished into the
darkness. Then they all sat down in front
of the mouth of the tunnel to wait and

by snother

slonately

watch, and very glad were they of the |

goatskin cloaks which bhad belouged to the
dead priests, for as the night drew toward
dawn tlhe ould becamne so bitter that they
could scarcely bear it, but were obliged to
rise and stamp to and fro to keep their
wet feet from freezing.

**Leonard,' said Juannpa, ““you do not
know what passed after Nam trapped
you." And ehe told him all that tale.

When she had finished, he rose, and tak
ing Olfan by the hand said: ‘*Kiog, I
thank you. May fortune deal as well with
you a8 you have dealt with e and mine.”

“*Say no more, deliverer,' answered
Olfan hastily. ‘I have but done my duty
and fulfilled my cath, though at times the
path of duty is hard for a man to follow.’
And he looked toward Juanna and sighed

Leonard sat down and was silent, but
muny a time both then and in after days
did he wonder at the nobleness of mind
shown Ly this savage king, who, under
circumstances so cruel, conguered his own
passion and was willing to lay down life
end throne together that he might carry
fut his vow to protect a stranger who bad

brought bhim &0 much pain and now lefs |

bim forever with his sucoessful rival
Atlength, lookimg at the mountain peak
above them, they saw ite snows begin to
blush red with the coming of the dawn,
end just then also they heard many voloes
talking within the tunnel and caught

glimipsee of lights flashimg through the
openlings in their rude fortifications. The
priests, who po doubt had been delayed
by the procuring of the timbers which
were to serve as battering rams and the
labor necessary to drag them up the steep

incline of the tunnel, had returned and in |

force. A few more minutes and a sucoes
siop of dull thuds on the farther side of
tho ice wall told the little band of defend
ers that thelr encroies were at work.

*“The light grows quickly, deliverer,
sajd OlMan quietly. *‘Ithink that now you
may begin to ascend the mountain and
take no harm."

“*What shall we do with this man?
asked Leonard peinting to Nam.

““Kill him,"" said Otter.

t yet awhile,”’ aneawered Olfan
,"" and he banded Leonard the
spear of the third captain, who had left it
when be started down the mountain, fear-
iog that it might encumber him, “‘and
drive him along with you at its point
Should we be overpowered, you may buy
your lives ns the price of hls, but should
we hold them back and you escape then
do with him what you will.”

“1 know well what I would do,”’
tered Otter, glowering at the priest

**And now farewell,”’ wont on Olfan in
the same calm voice. ‘*Bring more ice,
comrades, or stone if yon can see any.
The wall cracks. "’

Leonard and Otter wrung the king's
hand in silence, but Juanna could not
leave him thus, for her heart was melted
&t the thought of all his goodness

“Forgive me," she murmured, ‘‘that I
have brought you grief, and as I fear
death to follow grief.”

“‘The grief you could not belp, queen,
and be sure I shall welcome death if he
should choose me. Go now, and happiness
go with you.
with the bright pebbles which you desire,
and may you and your bushand, the deliv-
eror, be blessed for many years in each
other’'s love, and when you grow old to-
gether from time to time talk kindly of
that wild man who worshipad you when
you were young and laild down his life to
save you."'

Juanna listened, and the tears sprang
to ber eyes. Then of a sudden she seized
the great man's hand and kissed it.

*1 am repaid, queen,’’ Le said, *‘and
perchance your husband will not be jeal-
ous. Now go, and swiftly.”

As he spoke a small portion of the wall
foll outward, and the flerce face of a priest
appeared at the epening. With a shout
Olfan lifted his broad spear and thrust.
The priest fell backward, and just then his
companlons arrived with stones and etop-
ped the hole.

mut-

Then the three turned and fled up the |

mountain side, Otter driving Nam before
him with blows and curses, till at length
the old man fell and lay groaning on his
face. Nor could the dwarf’s blows, which
were not of the softest, force him to rise.
“Get up, you treacherous dog,’’ sald
Leonard savagely, pricking him with the

| spear.

““Then you must loose my arms, deliv-
erer,”” answered the priest. ‘I am wery
weak, and I cannot travel up the moun-
tain with my bhapds bound behind me.
Surely you have nothing to fefr from cne

* | cut and some

May you escape in safety |

aged and unarmed man.’

“Not much at present, I suppose,” mut- |

had
and
cut loose the lashings.
Juappa turned and
Far below them she
f Olfan and his com
standing shoulder to shoulder
en catch the gleams of light reflact
n their spears, for now the sun

tered Leonard, though we bave

1cath them again she saw
ofs of that earthly hell
nl

8 plain be; through which the
randered like a silver serpent. There
also was the farther portion of the hugo
wall of the temple built by unknown
hands in long forgotten years, and rising
above the edge of that gap In the cliff
through which she was looking appeared a
black rmass that she knew to be the head
and shoulders of the hideous colossus, on
whose dizzy brow she had sat in that
strange hour when the shouting thousands
thundered & welcome to ber as their god
dess, and whence her most beloved friend,
Francisco, had been hurled to his cruel

2 of the Mist, and the |

cheats and have sought to offer you up to
those gods whom you have blasphemed,
but the red stones you desire are in my

hands, and if 1 unclasp my fingers they
will be lost to you 1 all the world for
ever. Say, now, If I bring them back to
ou in sa will yon swear to give ms

r 1ife 1 suffer me to go my ways in

answenred

\ rill saeriflce your ravenge

your greed O white man, with a nobl

heart! Now I will o’ermatch you, for 1

who am not noble, will sacrifica my life t
| disappoint you of your desirvs What!

Shall the ancient holy treasure of the Peo
of the Mist be stolen by two white

thieves and their black hound? Never! 1
would have killed you all had time been
granted to me, but in that 1 failed, and 1

am glad that I have failed, for now I will

death. . g v dast)
“*Ob, what I have suffered in that |38l Youa bitterer blow than any death
L ) it ot .. | May the curse of Jal aud Aca cleave to
place!”” she thought to herself How q . 1
Wig ’ . SR | you, you dogs without a kennel May
have I lived through it, I wonder? And |- gl . tn £
yet I have won something,” and she |7°0 live outcasts and dle in the dirt, and

glanced at Leonard, who was driving Nam
toward her, “‘and if only we survive and I
ain the means of enabling him to fulfill his
vow and buy back his bhome with
jewels 1 shiall not regret all that I have en
dured to win them. Yes, even when he is

no longer so very much in love, he must
h

these

! gaged hand at then

always be grateful to me, for few women |

will have done as much for their hus-
bands.’

Then Nam staggered past her, hissing
curses, while the untiring Otter rained
blows upon his back, and losing sight of
Olfan and his companions they went on
in safety till they reached the peck and
saw the ice bridge glittering before thewmn

| and the wide flelds of snow beyond

CHAPTER XXIX

““Which way are we to go now!’ gsaid

Juanna. ‘‘Must we climb down this great
gulf¥

**Na, EShepberdess,”’ answercd Otter
“See before you is a bridge.”” And he

pointed to the band of ice and rock which
traversed the wide ravine.

‘* A bridge?' gasped Juanna. *‘'Why, it
is slippery as a slide and steep as the side
of the house. A fly could not keep its
footing on it."”’

“*Look here, Otter,”” put in Leonard,
‘‘either you are joking, or you are mad
How can we cross that place? We should
be dashed to pleces before we had gone ten
yards.'

“*Thus, baas, we must sit each of us on
one of the flat stones that lie round here,
then the stone will take us across of itself.
I koow, for 1 have tried it.”’

Do you mean to tell me that you have
been over there on a rock?®

*‘No, baas, but I have sent three stones
over. Two crossed safely. I watched them
gu tho whole way, and one vanished in
the middle. I think that there isa hole
there, but we must risk that, ILf the stone
is heavy enough, it will jump it; if not,
then we shall go down the hole and be ne
more troubled.””

“Great heavens!" said Leonard, wiping
his forehead with the back of his hand,
““This is practical tobogguning with a
vengeance. Is there no other way?’

1 can see none, baas, except for the
birds, and I think we had better stop talk-
ing apd make ready, for the priests are
still behind us.
neck here so that we are not surprised, I
will seck stones to carry ns.”

““How about this man!’ said Leonard,
pointing to Nam, who lay face downward
on the snow, apparently in a dead faint.

“Oh, we must keep him awhile, baas.
He may be useful if those priests come. If

| flat

If you will wateh on the |

| did I think that 1 should

not, I will talk with bim before we start.

He is aslecp and cannot run away."

Then Leonard went to the top of the
neck, which was distant some 20 yards,
and Otter began to search for stones suit-
able for his purpose.

As for Juanna, she turned her back to
the ice bridge, at which she scarcely dared
to look, and sat berself upon a rock. In
doing so the jewels In the bag struck
against her kneo and jingled, and the
thought came into her mind that she
wonld examipne them while she waited,

partly because she desired to distract her |

thoughts from the vision of the terrible or
deal which lay before her, and partly to
gratify a not unnatural curiosity. Open-
ing the mouth of the bag, she thrust ber
fingers into it, and one by one drew out
the biggest gewns which were jumbled to
gether there, placing them on the rock be-
side her. In less than a minute she was
feasting her eyes upon such a collection of
priceless jewels as had never before glad-
dened the sight of any white woman, even
In her wildest dreams. Indeed till now
Juanna had not thought It possible that
stones o0 splendid could exist on the hith
er side of the walls of heaven.

First there were great sapphires roughly
squared and two enormmous round star
rubjes. These had formed the eyes of the
polossus, which were removed on the mor-
row of their arrival, the star rubies repre-
senting the blood red pupils. Then there
was a heart shaped ruby of perfect color

and without flaw, almost as large as a | . =
’ T | of the second and longest slope, of which
jauckdaw's egg, which, on the days of sac- | e sy BES 0% O

| yonder

may your i: ; and your mothers and
your children spit upon your bones as i
Farewell!"" and his disen
y spat toward them
motion, hurled him
the point of rock and
bearing the treasure

do! shaking

then, wit
solf backw
vanished into space
with him

For awhile the
stared at each ot
which had been
form of the late

aghast and
er and the point of rock
cupied by the venerable
igh priest. Then Juanna

three stood

sank upon the snow, sobbing
It is my fault she walled, *‘all my
fault. Just now 1 was boasting to myself

that 1 had w

on wealth for you, and I have
verything. And we have suffered for
snd, Leonard, you are a beggar
» much, too much!
there, Otter,"” said Leonard in
hoarse voice, pointing to the place whencs
Nam had hurled himself, **and ses wheth-
er there is any chance of our being able to
glimb down iuto the gulf

The dwarf cbeyed and presently re-
turned, shaking his head. “'It is impossi-
ble, baas,"" he said. *‘The walls of rock
are sheer as though they had been cut with
a knife. Moreover, there is water at the
bottom of them, as the old wizard said,

lost

nothing
i, 1t 15 o

20 out

for I can hear the sound of it. Oh, baas,
baas, why did you not kill him at first or
let me kill him afterward’ Surely I told
you that he would bring evil on us. Wall,
they are gone, and we can never find them
agualn, so let us save gur lives if we may,
for, after all, these are more to us than the

bright stones. Come now and help me,
baas, for 1 have found two flat vocks that

will serve our turn, a big one for you and
the Shepherdess, since doubtless she will
fear to make this journey and a
smaller one for myself.”’

Leonard followed him without a word

He was too beartbroken to speak, while
Juanna rose 1 returned to the
where Nam } robhed her. Looking up
presently, her eyes still blurred with tears
she eaw Leonard and the dwarf laboriously
pushing two heavy stones across the snow
toward Ler

“*Now, deliverer,”” he said, ““when I am
safe across, all that yvou must do is to lie
upon the stone, both of you, and to
push a little with the spear. Then before
you know it you will be by my side.’

**All right,"" said Leonard doubtfully
**Well, I suppose that you had better start
Waiting matter
easier."’

“Yes

alone,

ROt

won't make the any
Ah, little
ever be called
on to take such a ride as this. Well, it will
be something to make songs about after
ward.”’

And Otter laid himself face downward
on the stone with a little la though
Leonard noticed that, however brave his
spirit might be, he could not prevent his
flesh from revealing its natural weakness
for it quivered pitifully.

“*Now, baas,”" he said, gripping the edges
of the stone with kLis large hands, “*whon
I give the word to you, push gently, and
then you will see how a black bird can fly
Put your head lower, baas,’

Leonard obeyed, and the dwarf whisper
ed in his ear

**1 only want to say, baas, in case we
should not meet again, for accidents wiil
happen even on the safest roads, that I am
eorry that I made such a pig of myself
It was so dull down there in that
hele of a palace, and the fog made mc see
all things wrong. Moreover, drink and a

baas, 1 will go now

| wife have corrupted many a better man

Don't answer, baas, but push, for I am

| growing afraid

Placing his bhand at the back of the
stone, Leonard gave it a gentle shove It
began to move, very slowly at first, then

| more fast and faster yet, till it was rush-

| rifice, had adorned the breasts of the chief |

priests of the People of the Mist for many
generationa. Next came the greatest woon-
ders of this tremsure — two marvelous
stones, one a sapphire and one a ruby—
fasbioned respectively into models of the
statue of the dwarf and of the hideous
shape of the water dweller
were others, dozens of them, some radely
us they camne frown the
wines, but every one of them singled ouv
[or its remarkable size, flawlessness or its
perfect fire and beauty.

Juanna arranged them in rows and
stared at them with ecstasy—and where is
the woman who would not have done sof—

ing over the smwooth ice pathway with a
whirring sound like that produced by the
flight of a bird. Presently it had reached
the bottom of the first long slope and was
climbing the gentle rise cpposite so elowly
that for awhile Leonerd thought that it
was golng to stup. It crossed its brow

bowever, and vapished for a few seconds
into a dip, where the watchers could not
see it; then it appeared asgain at the head

the angle was very steep. Down this it
rushbed like an arrow from a bow till it |
reached the narrow waist of the bridge, of
which the general conformation bore somue
resemblance to that of a dead wasp lying
on its back. Indeed, from where Lecnard

i this

and Jusnna stood, tiie span of ice at

| point seemed to be no thicke AL & si
Tlian Shive | point seemed to no thicker than a sil

ver thread, while Otter and stone might
bave been a fly upon the thread. Now of

| & sudden Leonard distinctly saw the rock

sledge and 1ts living burden, which just
then was traveiing its swiftest, move up
ward as though it had leeped into the air,
and then continue its eourse up the rising |

| plane, which represented the throat of Lhe

present terrors of her position, forgot ev- |

erything except the gorgeous loveliness nnd
infinite value of the wealth of gems which
she had been the means of winning for
Leonard.

Among other things that passed from
ber mind at this moment was the presence
of Nam, who, overcome by rage and ex-
haustion, lay in a seeming faint upon the
snow within 12 paces of her. She never
eaw him lift his head apd lock at her with
an expreesion as cold and cruel as that
whick Otter had seen in the eyes of the
water dweller when he lifted his head from
its bed of rock. She never saw him roll
slowly over end over across the snow to-

| ward her, pausing a little while between
gach turn of his body, for now she was oc-
cupled In replacing the jewels one by one
luto their bag of leather.

At last all were in, and with a sigh, for
| it was painful to lose sight of objects so
| beautiful, Juanna drew the mouth of the
| bag tight and prepared to place it around
ber neck.

At this moment it was that a hand,
| withered and lean with age, passed be-
neath her eyes and swiftly as the snatch of
an eagle’s talom seized the bag and rent it |
from her grasp. She sprang up, with a cry |
| of dismay, and well might she be dismay
ed, for there, runzing from her with in-
credible epeed, was Nam, the jewels in his
hand. Otter and Leonard heard her ery,
and thinking that the priest was escaping
sped to cut him off. But he had no ldea
of escape—at least not of such escape as
they expected. Some 40 yards from where |
Juanna had been sitting a little promon-
tory of rock jutted out over the unclimba-
ble gnlf below them, and toward this spot
| Nam directed his steps. Runping along
the ridge, he halted at its end. Indeed he
must do so unless he would fall 1,000 feet
or more to the bottom of the ravine be- |
peath. Then be turned and faced his pur- |
| sueras, who by now bad reached the edge |
of the cliff.

i 3 3 | wasp, till at length it stopped
till in contemplating them she forgot the | © 3 P I SIpRe

Leonard looked at his wateh. The time |
occupied by the transit was just 62 sec
onds, and the distance could not have been |
much less than half a mile |

‘‘See,"" he cried to Juaona, who all this |
while had sat with her hand before her

| eyes to shut out the vision of the dwarl's |

| it Is easy!"”

dreadful progress, *'he has crossed safely!"’
and he pointed to s figure that appearced to
be dancing with glee upon the breast of
tbe enow slope.

As he spoke a faint sound reached their
ears, for in those immense silences sound |
can travel far. Itwas Otter shouting, and
his words seemed to be, 'Come on, baas,

“I am glad he is safe,’” sald Juanna |
faintly, ‘"but now we must follow him. |
Take my handkerchief, Leonard, and tie
it over muy eyes, please, for I cannot bear
to look. Ob, the idol's head was nothing
to this!"’

Leonard obeyed her, bidding her not to
be afraid.

As they came to the stone Leonard
beard a sound bebhind him of foousteps |
muflled by the snow, and glancing round |
saw Soa rushiog toward them, almost
naked, a spgar wound in her side and the |
light of madness shining in her eyes.

“*Get back,' he said sternly, ‘‘or''—

And he lifted the great epear.

**Q Shepherdess,”’ she walled, *‘take
me with you, Shepherdess, for I cannot

| live without you."

““Tell her to go away," said Joanna,
recognizing the voice. ‘'l never want to
see her any more. "'

“‘Then you can die, Soa,” answered
Leonard. ‘‘Stay. How is it gone yonder?
BSpeak truly, or there is an end.”

*'1 know not, deliverer. When I left,
Olfan and his brother still held the mouth
of the tunnel and were still unhurt, but |
the captain was dead. I slipped past them
and got this as I went.”” And she pointed
to the gash in her side.

““If he can hold out a little longer, help |
may reach him,” muttered Leonard. |

{ *'Come one step nearer,”’ he cried, “‘and | Then, without more words, he laid him-
| I let this bag fall whence you never shall | gelf and Juanna face downward on the |

| recover it, for no foot can tread these walls | broad stone.

| of rock, and there is water at the bottom |
of the gulf.”

| for the fate of the jewels.

**Listen, deliverer,” cried Nam. *You
| came to thisland to seek these trinkets, 1s
it not so? And now you have found them
and would be gone with them? But before
you go you would kill me for vengeance’s
sake becat®e I have shown you to be

**Now, Juanna,’ be said, ‘‘we are going
to start. Grip fast with your right hand |

Leopard and Otter stopped, trembling ! and see that you do not let go of the

| edge of the stone, or we shail both slip off
| 18"

“Ob, take me with you, Shepherdess,
take me with you, and I will be wicked
Do more, but serve you as of old!” shrilled
the voice of Soa in so despalring a cry thet |

rang. :

| then for some minutes be felt no more,

| feet were of the smmoothest ice and very

“‘Hold fast,’’ sald Leonard through his
isengaging his right band
Juanna's waist he seized the
he spear and pressed its broad
2 knob of rock |
, that was ba
the declivity,
and now sl
p starting
ng cord
lown the lcy

ind them
ced on the

trembled be
‘ly and majes
i

un her glips

is severed,
WAy
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rst second it
to stir, then the
1 Leonard heard
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B .'lF\".‘L‘-' seemed
grew palpable,
# sound behind him
his left foot clasped by a human
There was a jerk that nearly drag
m off their :]r'\igr‘ but he held fast
Lo the front edge of the stone, and though
he could still feel the

motion
anda
nd
vd

ged th

hand upon his ankle |
the strain became almost imperceptible.

CHAPTER XXX

Lifting his head caut
looked over his shoulder the mystery

was explained. In her madness and the |

fury of her love for the mistress whom she

msly, Leonard

had outraged and betrayed, Soa had striv-
en to throw herself

them so soon

upon the stone with |

as che saw it commence to

move, but too late, for feeling herself slip
ping forward she had grasped despairingly
at st thing that ¢ @ to hor hand,
which chanced to be Leonard's ankle

Now she must accompany them upon theis
awesome journey, coly, while they rode
upon the stone, she was dragged after
them upon ber breast,

A fiash of pity passed through Leonard's
brain as he realized her fearful plight. |
I'hen for awhile he forgot all about her,
since his attention was amply occupied |
with his own and Juanna's peril. Now |
they were rtishing down the long sl -]u.-!
with an ever increasing velocity, and now |
they breasted the first rise, during the lass I,
ten yards of which, as in the case of Otter, |

|
|
|
|

the pace of the stone slowed down so much
in proportion to the progressive exhaus-
tion of 1its momentum that Leonard
thought they were coming to a standstill.
Then it was that he kicked out viciously,
striving to free himself from the weight
of Soa, which threatened to bring them to
a common ruin, but she clung to him like
an ivy to a tree, and he desisted from his
efforts lest he should cause thelr sledge to
alter its course.

On the very top of the rise the motion
of the stone decreased almost to nothiug
ness, then little by little increased oncs |
more as they traversed a short, sharp dip,
the same in which they had lost sight of
Otter, to be succeeded by a gentle rise. So
far, though exciting and novel, their jour-
ney bed been comiparatively safe, for the
path was broad and the ice perfectly
smooth. Its terrors were to come. Look-
ing forward, Leonard saw that they were
at the commencenient of a decline so steep
that, even had it offered a good foothold,
human bLeings could scarcely have stood
upon it, and measuring 400 or 500 yards
in length. As yet the tongue of ice was
50 paces or more in width, but it narrowed
rapidly as it fell till at length near the
opposite shore of the ravine it fined away
to a point like that of a great white needle
and then sevmed to break off altogether.

Now they were well under way, and
now they sped down the steep green ice a¥ |
& pace that can hardy be imagined, though |
perhaps it is sometimes equaled by an
cagle falling on its prey from socme vast
height of air. Indecd it is possible that
the sensations of an eagle making his
beadlong descent and those of Leonard
may bave been very similar, with the im-
portant exception that the bird feels no |
fear, whereas absolute terror are the only
words wherewith to describe the mental |
state of the man. So simooth was the ice
and so precipitous its pitch that he felt as
though he were falling through space, un- |
supported by anything, for traveling at
that speed the friction of the stone was
fmperceptible. Only the air shrieked as
they clove it, and Juanna's long tresses,
torn by it from their fastenings, streamed
out behind her like a veil.

Down they went, still down, half—two-
thirds of the distance was covered; then
be locked sgain and saw the horror that
lay before them. Already the bridge was
narrow, barely the width of a small room
A hundred yards farther on it tapered to
s0 flne a point that the stone would almost
cover its breadth, and beneath it, on either
side, was that unmeasured gulf wherein |
Nam was lost with the jewels. Nor was
this all, for at its narrowest it was broken |
away for a space of 10 or 12 feet, to con-
tinue on the farther side of the gap, for a
few yards at a somewhat lower lovel, and
then run upward at a steep incline to the
breast of snow where Giter sat In safety

On they whizzed, ice beneath them and
before them, and ice in Leonard's heart,
for he was frozen with fear. His breath
bad left him because of the rush of their |
progress, but his senses remained painfully
acute. Involuntarily be glanced over the
edge of the stone, saw the sheer depths be-
low him and found himself wondering
what was the law that kept their sledge
upon this ribbon of ico when it seemed so
easy for it to whirl off into space |

Now the gap was immediately in front
of them. ‘*God help us!"' he murmured, |
or rather thought, for there was no tlme |
for words, apd they had left the road of |
ice and were filyilng through the elr es |
though the stone which carried them wero |
e living thing that, seelng the peril, had |
gathered up its energles send sprung for-
ward for its life |

What happened? Leonard never knew
for certain, and Otter swore that his heart
came and stood before hLis eyes so that he
could not see. Before they touched the |
farther peint of ice—while they were in |
the air indeed—they, or rather Leonard, |
beard a hideous scream and felt a jerk so |
violent that his hold of the stone was loos-
ened, and it passed from beneath them. |
Then came a shock, less violent than
might have been expected, and, lo! they |
were spinning onward down the polished

| surface of the ice, while the stone that had |

borne them sped on in front like a borse
that has thrown its rider.

Leonard felt the rubbing of the fce burn
him like bot iron. He felt that his ankle |
was freed from the band that bad held it; |
for his senses left hiizn. When they re-
turned, it was to hear the voice of Otter |
crying: **Lie still, baas; do notstir for your |
life. I come.” |

1
instantly he was wide awake, and mov- |

ing kis head ever so little saw their situa-
tion. Then he wished that be had re- |
mained asleep, for it was this:

The impetus of their rush had carried |
them almost to the line where the ice stop-
ped and the rock and snow began, within
some 15 feet of it indeed. But those 156

sheer, so smooth and sheer that no man
could hope to climb them. Below them
the slope continued for some 18 or 14
yards till it met the corresponding incline
that led to the gap in the bridge. On this
surface of ice they were lying spread eagled.
For s moment Leonard wondered bow it

| about to fall.
covered himsell and held fast to the rope in |

either side of it was checked by the handle
of the spear, which caught the hide rope
whereby they were bonnd together.
of this Leonard took in by degrees; also
he discovered that Juanna was either
dead or sensaless, at the time he could not
tell which

‘“What are you going to do?" he asked
of Otter, who by now was on the vergoe of
the fce some 15 feet above them

“Cut steps and pull you up, bans,”" an
swered the dwarf chearfully

It will not be easy,” sald Leonand,
lancing over hkis shoulder at the long
slope beneath, “"and if we slip or the rope
breaks’
Do not talk of slipping, baas,' re
plied Otter as ho began to hack at the lece
with the priest's heavy knife, **and as for

the rope, if it was strong enough for the
water dweller to drag me rouud the poal
by, 1t 1= strong enough to hold you two
although it has seen some wear I ouly
wish 1 had such anocother, for then this
matter wounld b -HI:I‘:]I.'U =

Then, working furiously, Otter hacked
at the hard surface of the los I'he first
two steps he hollowed from the top of the
slope, lying on his stomach After this
difficulties presented themselves which

seemed insuperable, for he could not hack |

at the ice when he had nothing Ly which
to support himself

“*What
ard

**Keep cool, baas, and give me
think And for 8 moment Otter squatted
down and was siler

I have it,"’ he said presently

is to be done now!' sald Leon-

and ris

| ing he took off his goatskin cloak and cut

It into strips, each strip measuring about
2 inches in width by 2 feet 6 inches in
length. These strips he knotted together
firmly, making a serviceable rope of them
long enough to reach to where Leonard

and Juanna were suspended on the fragile |

handle of the spear. Then he took the
stake which bad always dope him such
good service, and sharpening its point
fixed it as deeply as he could into the smow
and earth on the borderof the ice belt and
tied the skin rope to it

““Now, baas,”” he said, “‘all 1s well, for
I can begin from the bottom."

And without further words he let him
self down till he hung beside them

**Is the Shepherdess dead, baas,”” he
asked, glancing at Juanna's pale face and
closed eyes, ‘‘or does she only sleep?”’

*1 think that she isin a swoon,"” an-
swered Leonard. * But for bheaven's sake
be quick, Otter, for I am being frozeu on
this ice. What is your plan now!t"

**This, baas—to tie the end of the rope
that I have made from the cleak about

your middle, then to undo the cord that |
binds you and the Shepherdess together |

and return to the tep of the slope. Once
there, I can pull her up by the hide cord,

for it is strong, and she will slip easily |

over the ice, and you can follow

“*Good, "’ sald Leonard.

Then, banging by one hand, the dwarf
managed, with such assistance as Leonard
could give bim, to knot the end of the line
which he had constructed from the skin

garment beneath Leonard's arms. Next
be sct to work to untie the hide cord,
thereby freeing him from Juanna, And

now came the most difficult and dangerous
part, for Leonard, suspended from tho

| frail shaft of the spear with one hand,

must support Juanna's senseless form
with the other, while Otter made shift to
drag himself to the summit of the ice,
bolding the hide line in his teeth. The

spear bent dreadfully, and Leonard did |

not dare to put any extra strain upon the
roughly fastened cord of goatskin by which
the dwarf was bauling himself up the ice,
for if it gave they must all be precipitated
to the dip below, there to perish misera
bly, sinee, without proper ropes and an
lco ax, its ascent would be impossible
Faint and frozen as he was, it scemed
hours to him before Otter reached the top
and called to himn to let go of Juanna

He obeyed, and seating himself on the
snow, his feet supported by the edge of
the ice, the dwarf putout his strength
and began to pull her up.
was, it proved as much as he was able to
do. Indeed, bad she lain on any other
material than ice, he could not have done
it at all, but In the end he succeeded, and

with a gasp of gratitude Leonard saw her |

laid safe upon the snow

Now Otter, bastily undoing the cord
from Juanna's walst, made it into s run
ping noose, which he threw down to Leon

| ard, who placed it over his shoulders, and
having lifted the spear from the cleft io |

which it stood commenced his ascent
His first movement cost him a pang of

| agony, and po wonder, for the blood from

wounds that bad been caused by the fric
tion of his fiesh as Lie was bhurled along

the surface of the slide had congealed, |
freezing his Hmbs to the lce, whence they |
The pain, |

cotld not easily be loosened
sharp as it was, did him good, for it
aroused his benumbed energies and en-
abled him to drag on the goatskin cord
with all his strength, while Otter tugged
at that which was beneath his arms

Well for him was it that the dwarf had
taken the precaution of throwing down
this second line, for presently Otter's stake,
which had no firmn hold on the icy earth,
came out and slid away, striking Leonard
as it passed and bearing thekpotted lengths
of the cloak with it. The dwarf cried
aloud and bent forward as though he were
By a fearful eflort he re-

his band, while Leonard, suspended to it,

swung to and fro like & pendulum on the |

surface of the ice

Then followed the most terrible mo-
ments of all thelr struggles against the
difficulties of this merciless place. The
dwarf held fast above, and Leonard, cess
ing to swing, lay with hands and legs out-
stretched on the face of the ice.

All |

time to |

Strong as he |

| 3

This extra- Constipation,

ordinary Re Dlgziness,
_!‘uhvrﬁustr:;rr ‘t: h:\hnm \_.\eu-
i 5 sations, Nery
;n.nl.e-rlf " ous twitehing
“'“'f""&‘f' ¥ of of iu,;- €yesn
3 Age t B other
has besn en- paits, X

dorsed by the o "
leadingselen ttrengibens,

luvigorales

tiic men of

Europe and sud lones the

America. entiresysiew.
Hudyan 1a Hadyan cures

Debillity,
KNervousness,
Ewmlgsions
and developas
and restorss
weak organs
Pains in he
back limses
by da y or

nigbtstopped

purely vage
tmbl-:-.sr -
Hudyan stops
Premalureness
of the dis-
! echarge in 20
days. Cures

L0
WAKHOOD

quickly. Ower 2,000 private er

Prematureness mecns lunotency in the fimt
etage. It is & symplom of scxingl wenkniss
and barrenness. i cau be stopped iu 20 days
by the use of Budyean,

The uew &1 ery was mad» by the Breclal-
Iets of the old famous Hudson Madical lastitute.
1t is the strongest vitalloer made., It is very
powerful, bnt ba s Bold for $1.00 & pack-
age ord packages for §5.00 (pain sealed boxes).
Writien guarautee givonfors cure.  Jf vou bay
six baxes pod sre pot entirely cured, six mord
will besent o fr falle N -

gend for eirenlarsend tosti als. Address

HUDSON MEDICAL INSTITUTE,
Juncilon Stockion, Harket & Ellis Sis
San Fraacisce, Cal.

McMINNVILLE

Truek and Dray Co.

COULTER, Prop

B. I

moved and
ecd. Colleclions
Hauling of all

Goods of all des
careful handling guaran
will be made
kinds done cheap.

riptions

monthly

Thes. F. Oakes, Henry C. Payns, Heury C.

House, Recelvers

ORTHERN
PACIFICR. R

R
e s x

' Pullman
Sleeping Cars
Elegcant
Dining Canrs
"Tourist
Sleeping Cars
ST l‘\fl :
| MINNEAPOLIS
DULUTH
I \Il.:lg:l
GRAND FORKS
CROOKESTON
| WINNIPLG
HELLENA und
BUTTE
'THROUGH TICKETS To
| CHICAGD
| WASHINGTON
' PHILADELPHIA
|.\E\‘.' YORK
i13|_r.-"1'u,\. AND ALI
POINTS EAST and SOUTH

For information, ticie carde, maps or
| tickets, call on or write

|C. H. FLEMING, Agent.
McMINNVILLE.,
'A.D.CHARLTON, Asst.Gen.Pas.Agt.

ZCE MORRISON S7. COR. 2o
PORTLAND, ORECON.

**Now, baas,’’ said Otter, *' be brave, and |

when 1 pull do you wriggle forward

He tugged till the thin hide rope stretch
ed, while Leonard clawed and kicked at
the ice with his toes, knees and disengaged
hand.

Alas! it gave nohold. He might as well
have tried to cliinb a dome of plate glass
at an angle of 60 degrees.

““Rest awhile, baas,’’
whose breath was coming in great sobe

| “*then make a little nick in the ice with

the blade of the spear, and when next]
pull try to set some of your weight upon

Leopard did as he was bid without
speaking.

““Now," said the dwarf, and with a
push and a struggle he was two feet higher
up the incline. Again the proocess was re-
peated, and this time he got his left band
into the lowest of the two steps that Otter
had hacked with the knife, and once more
they paused for breath. A third effurt,
the fiercest of them &ll, a clasping of banda,

aud be was lying trembling ilke a fright
ened child above the glacier's lip.

The ordeal was over, that danger was
done with, but at whata cost! Leonard's
nerves were completely shattered. He

said the dwarf, |

was that they did not slide back to the could not stand; his face was bleeding; his
bottom of the slope, there to remain till | nails were broken, and the bone of ope
they perished, for without ropes and prop- | knee was exposed by the friction of the
er implements no human being could scale | ice, to say nothing of the shock to the sys-
it. Then hesaw that achance had befallen | tem and the bruises which he had received
them which in after days he was wont to | when he was burled from the stone. Ot

attribute to the direct Imtervention of
Providence.

ter's condition was a little better, but his

bands were cut by the rope, and he was |

| enough they began to move back again in |

It will be remembered that when they | utterly exhausted with toil and the strain
started Leonard had pushed the rock off | of suspense. Indeed, of the three, Juanna
with a spear which Olfan had given them. | bad come off by far the best, for she had
This spear he drew in again as they began | sWooned at the very beginning of the pas-
to move, placing it between his chest and | sage of the bridge, and when they were
the stope, for he thought that it might be | jerked from the stone, being lighter than
of service to him should they succeed in | Leonard, had fallen upon him. Moregver,
crossing the gulf. When they were jerked | the thick goatskin cloak which was wrap-
from the stone and left to travel along the | ped about her protected ber from sll hurt
ice on the farther side of the gap in obedi- | beyond a few trifling cuts and brulses. Of
ence to the impetus given to them by the | their horrible position, when they were
frightful speed at which they were travel- | banging to the spear and the rest of their
ing, the spear, obeylng the same laws of | adventure, including the death of Soa,
motion, accompanied them, but being of a | 8he knew nothing, and it was well for heg
less specific gravity lagged behind in the | reason that this was so.
race, just as the stone, which was heaviest, | “‘Otter,”’ murmured Leonard in a shak-
outstripped them. | ing voice, “‘have ygu lost that gourd of

As it happened, near the top of the rise | SPirit?”
there was a fissure in the ice, and in this **No, baas; it is safe.”!
fissure the weapon had beccme fixed, its | ~ Ihank beaven!" besaid. “Hold it to
welghted blade causing it to assume an | ™Y lips if you can.”” The dwart lifted it
upright position. When the senseless With & trembling hand, and Leonard

| gulped down some of the flery spirit.
bodies of Leonard and Juanna had siid as To be Continued
far up the slope as the unexpended energy By 5
of their impetne would allow, naturally o e R ——

- ce with the laws of gravity. Then | le grlprfe- is here again with all of its
it was, as }uckgcuuld heve it, that the |Old time vigor. One Minute Cough Cure
spear, fixed in the crevice of the loe, saved | is a reliable remedy. It

them from destruction, for it chanced that quickly. Rogers By i i
the descent of their two forms passing on : #33

Mexican
Mustang
Liniment

for

| Burns,

+ Caked & Inflamed Udders.
Piles,

Rheumatic Pains,
Bruises and Strains,
Running Sores,
Inflammations,

Stiff joints,

Harness & Saddle Sores,
Sciatica,

Lumbago,

Scalds,

. Blisters,

Insect Bites,

All Cattie Aiiments,

All Horse Ailments,

All Sheep Ailments,

\ Penetrates Muscle,
i' Membrane and Tissue
. Quickly to the Very
Seat of Painand
Ousts it in a Jiffy.

Rub in Vigorously.
Mg:it;?x Liniment conquers
Mll;:isn lan cr DCeast well

ag .
el EoLiR L
o o - < 1




