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“Good, baas, and now let us eat, for wo
shall need all cur strength tonight. Then
we will go down to the landing place and
take odr chance.’

As yot the nlght was intensely dark, and
the gloom did not tend to rulse thelr spir
its; also, as Otter bad predicted, the wind
was getting up and soughed the reeds and
willows In melancholy notes.

Bo the time passed till it was 9 o'clock

““We must move down to the lapding

lace,"” sald Leonard. ‘‘There will soon
some light—encugh for us to work by

Then Otter took the lead, apd slowly
step by step, they crept back to the road
and followed it down the shore of the canal
opposite the water gate. Here was a place
where boats and canoes wero tied, both for
convenience In crossing the capal to and
from the camp and for the use of the alave
dealers when they passed to the secret
harbor slx miles away, where the dhows
emmbarked thelir cargues

Here they walted awhile. From the nest
came the sound of revelry;, from the slave
camp there rose uther sounds—the voioce
of groaning, broken by an occaslonal wall
wrung out of the misery of some lost
opeature who lay there In hell. Gradually
the sky brightened a littl
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start,"” sald Leonard. ‘‘There ls a cance
which will serve our turn

Before the words wer t of his mouth
they beard a sound of oars, and a boat erept
past them and made fast to the water gate
80 yards away

"““Who goea there?' came the challenge
of the sentry in Portuguese.
quick, or I fire.”

“Don't be In such & hurry with your
rifle, fool!"" answered a coarse volee, ‘' The
very best of friends goes here, an honest
trader called Xavier, who comes {r al
plantation on the coast to tell you all good
bews "’
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bow was & man to see in the dark, big as
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