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CHAPTER XVIL

SURPRISED.

“I am the gucst of that young lady.”

The next morning Mark hearing a
tap at the door got out of bed and
opened it cautionsly, As was natural
under the circumstances, ho saw danger
in everything that occurred. He half
expected to see through the slight open-
ing he at first made the muzzle of a re-
volver pointing directly at him. Hesaw
a very different sight. It was a large
tumbler, with a straw in it, on a silver
tray in the hands of a negro

“Mrs, Fain's compliments, =ah,” and
he handed Mark a mint julep.

“AR!" exclaimed Mark, with intense
satisfaction.

“Present wy cowmpliments to your
mistress, and tell her 1 perceive with
pleasure that this noble Virginia cns-
tom has found its way into Tennessee,
a8 it has long ago into Sonth Carolina.”

“Yes, sah!”

“There are alleviating circumstances
even in the life of aspy,” said Mark,
contemplating the beverage, “uncertain
as that life is. Why will man not al-
ways be a philosopher? Here | am in a
beautifally furnished room: have been
sleeping between the whitest linen, on
the softest of beds. 1 arise and behold
this delicate attention on the part of my
hostess, who, if she should kuow who |
am, wonld bring a dozen bayvonets to
hedge me in, and I should be waving in
the solt smmmer breeze at the end of a

hemp cord in twelve hours. DBut she
does not know who 1 am, and, consid-
ered philosophically, 1 am Mr. Rhett, of
South Carolina, and in clover. Here's to

Private Mark Malone, poor devill”

However, Mark desireid to keep his
head cool, considering the circmnstances,
and contented himself with " a few swal-
lows of the julep, and’ after completing
his toilet joined the ladies at the break-
fast table. He praised Mrs, Fain's fried
chicken and light biscuit and corn
bread, and was about to give the coffee
a few words of encominm when, tast-
ing it beforehand, he discovered the pre-
vailing chicory, So he entered npon a
tirade against the blockade, and ended
by hoping that Abe Lincoln would at
last be hanged higher than Haman, a
reference that gave him a disagreeable
sensation about the mneck and cansed
Laura's bosom to heave tumultuously.

The comforts surronnding Mark, the
kindness of his hostess, and above all
the presence of a girl whose bosomn
seemed to contain snch volcanic forces
as would best harmonize with one
whose chief object in life seemed to be
to get himself hanged, conspired to make
him feel a safety that he shonld not have
felt under the circnmstances. He had
been campaigning for a year, during
which period he had experienced no
greater comfort than a McClellan sad-
dle, and the women of the country
through which he had passed had not
received him with any marked evidences
of pleasure. Is it to be wondered that
he felt approximate content—if one can
feel content whose neck is ina halter—
in the Fain manor honse?

But Mark had something clse on hLis
mind which he knew was ‘of more im-
portance than his own safety, though
its value, if he should possess it, wonld
be dependent on that safety. e wanted
some indication of where the enemy
wonld strike. He was not so foolhardy
us to think of goiug back to Chattanooga
himself, but he resolved to send 4 mes-
senger, If le could find some one to go
TO 1OWND that day, the latest news conld
be bronght him in the evening. Then
he woull assume a disguise and be off in
the night.

After breakfast he took his pipe and
went out smoke in the vard, Fi
sauntered around to the barn and fonnd
Daniel at work npon the horses,

“Daniel,” he said, *good morning.”

“Mornen, sah,"” &aid Daniel, eving him
suspleionsly.

"'Nit‘ﬂ lot of stock vou have here, Dan-
jel”

“Yes, sah; fine stock.”

HAnd I see you take good care of them.
That pony shines as if his coat had been
oiled.”

“¥at Missie Laurie pony, sah,”

“Ah! It'sa fine animal.  And is that
her phaeton?”

“Yes, sah.”

Mark was standing very near Daniel,
and suddenly turned and looked him in
the eye, knowingly

"9&91(‘1." gaid he, “are you all right on
the cause of freedom?”

“Reckon I air, sah.”

“Suppose yon had a chauce to favor
that¥cause, the canse which if it tri-
nmphs will make all darkies free, wonld
yon do it™

“Reckon I would, sah,”

“Well, snppose a Union man were to
nsk yon to"——

“Yo' connterance air berry faliliar to |

me, sah.”

“Do I look like Mr. Slack™"

“God bress the Lo'd! I wonder if yo'
air Mr, Slack?”

“Or the colored girl who came lhere
the other night,” Mark asked in a low,
confidential tone,

“Fo' de Lo'd!"

“Never mind who I am, Daniel
s Union man. Now I want yon to

I'n

into Chattanooga and learn all yon can |
frust |
your own eyes, bat ask people what's |

of the latest army news, Don't
going on, I want to know if troops are
leaving Chattanooga, sl if so, w
they are going. Here are ten dollars,
Buy some things for the old woman and
the children, and ask qnestions —of other
people I mean, not me

“Trus' me far dat,” =aid the ol man,

and going to the stable he began to Lar
ness & home to the family wagon

When Mark finished smoking he went
into the house, He passed into the li-
brary, where he found Laurn.  She
seemed to feel easier than when Mark
had been np stairs, but she was in con
tinnal dread. Mark asked her to sit on
s sofa facing ome window while he sat
facing another. “Then we'll have the
position enfiladed,” he =aid.

Lawga did not nnderstand what that
meant, but she did as he desired,

They sat thus without saffering the
watech to relax doring three delightfnl
hoars—delightful notwithstanding the
danger Mark was in. Laura wanted an
accoumt of his adventnres in Chatta
noogs and he gave it. When she came
to Souri's part in his escape Lanra was
visibly affected: indeed =0 intensely

it

ardy.
Then cawme an scconnt of the trial; the
warch to the courtroom; the

Cameron Fite Hugh,
“Captain Cameron Fitz Hogh!"

Then it was all out that Laurde lover

| had defended the spy, and Laura con-

- —— |fessed that she was Fitz Hugh's e
| trothed.

In the midst of the excitement attend-

ing all this Mrs. Fain entered carrying a

| silver tray, on which was & basket of

cake and a decanter and glasses,

“A little luncheon may not be nmiss,
Mr. Rhett,” she said., “I don't know
your South Carolina customs in snch
matters, but wmy danghter and [
slohally take a bizcnit at this hour.”

Mark rose and faced about, His hand
went to his beart and he bowed low,

Laura, too, rose and stood looking at her

mother,

vMadam,"” saM Mark, “ean | ever for-
get this kindness:™

“1f yon will discover the ore yon seek
on our property I shall feel cmply re-
paid,” said the lady sententiously,

“Trust me, madam, I will have dili-
gent_search made.”

“Are you a geologist?”

“None but a geologist would be hunt-
ing for ore in the government service.”

Mark stood with the stem of & wine

lags between his thumb and finger, ap-
propriating to himself such impresge-
ment as wonld naturally fill the breast
of & South Carolina geologist huhtfng
for iron with which to make cannons for
the govermment,

“That is a fascinating study,” re-
marked Mrs. Fain, who was a great
reader and a very intelligent woman,

Now Mark, though an educated man
and born to a taste for the sciences, un-
fortunately knew less about the profes-
sion he bal temporarily adopted thau
any other.

“There ure sowe curious
facts,” Mrs, Fain went on, &1
ways interest wme. I was reading yester-
day that a famous geologist has said that
centuries—I have forgotten how many
—were consumed while Niagara falls
were wearing their way from Lewiston
to the present site. How long wak it,
professor? 1'm sure yon have that title.”

#'It conld not have been less than five
bundred years, madam,” said Mark, lay-
ing great stress on the figures as cowe-
thing enormons.

“Five hundred? 1 thought it was
something like twenty thousaud!”

Mark perceived thdathe had made a
gross blunder, but it wonld never do for
him to scknowledge it

‘I 'am aware,” he said, **that such is
the opinion of & certain school of ggolo-
giste with'more assurance than beains.

refer to those scoffers who are contin

onsly trylug to find evidence against
thié& Mosaie ncconunt of creation, but I re-
gard their positicn untenable.”

There was a pleased look ont Mrs, Fain's
cod){tc[m_ﬂf.:f-. Bhe belonged to the Bap-
tist "dencmination, and believed thor-

dughly,timt the world was made dn,_.gix
gt v 7 \

days of twenty-fonr honrs each

“Professor,” she said, withdrawing
from the room at the same time, “*I trust
that you will remain in. the neighbor-
hood a long while, and I beg yon to honor
us by making this house vour home in
the meantime.”

Mark was standing with n half filled
glass of wine in his left hand, while his
right was on his heart. Mrs, Fain made
her exit through the door by which she
had come, opening intothe dining room,
As the door closed Mark was hending to
the floor, admirablgeepresenting a Sonth
Carolina gentleman of the olden time,

He heard something like a low ery
half surprised, half terror—from Lanra.
Turning quickly toward her he saw her
eyes fixed in a stare on some object at
the door opening into the hall. Another
turn of his head and there stood the fig-
ure of Captain Cameron I'itz Hugh,

Twice before had Muark seen that fuce,
once when Fitz Hugh had approached
the Fain house the morning - Mark had
left it for Chattanooga, and once when
the }‘Bung Confederate had defended
him at the trial.

No sooner had Captain Fitz Hogh laid
eyes on Mark's face than he recognized
the.spy he had defended at Chattanooga.

“Professor,” he gaid cooldy, “von are
very adroit,”

Mark turned scarlet, and then ashy
pale. For a moment it seemed that his
1égg would nét support him. It required
time [dr.}.‘ljm to collect himself to make
an¥ reply whatever,

“Since you are so good at extricating
yoursel{f from difficulties, yon have a
file opportunity to show your skill now."”
Fitf Hugh'spoke with his hand on the
handle of his pistol. *“May 1 trouble
yon to throw up your hands, préfessor?”

“It is not necessary” said Mark. I
am unarmed,”

A picture of his certain fate flashed
acr his mind, and he wished Pitz
Hugh would shoot him.

“Om your word of honor?”’

You know that I am an arch deceiver.”

“At any rate, yon are a gentlemau
Never mind throwing up your hands,”

Meanwhile Mark had been giving his
heart time to cease thumping, and had
gathered his wits,

Laura remaited silent, staring at them
both as though she bad lost her reason,
Had she a hundred things to sayv her
tongne could mit have been made to
utter one.

Mark turned toward Fitz Fugh and
looked him square in the fuce, He had
conceived an idea; a forlorn hope, it is
true, still a hope. Quick to discern peo-

| ple's pecnliarities, he had gotten an in-

sight into Fitz Hugh's character when
that officer had defended him at Chatia
nooga. He now resolved to take slvan-
tage of that knowledge

“Captain,” he said, “notwithstauding
the position in which yon saw me a few

| days ago, notwithstanding the painfnl

gituation in which vou see me now, You
have on both occasions dome me the
honor to consider me a gentleman, 1
assnme to a perception in this respect
not less keen than yours. [Indeed so
sure am b of the delicacy, the refinement
of your instincts, that | fee] perfectly
safe under this roof.”

“How so?" asked FitzHugh, surprised

“I am the guest of that young lndy.”

Mark stood with his arm ontstretched
his. finger pointing to Lanra Fain. Lanra
gave a glance at Mark as he spoke, which
caught the eye of Captain Fitz Hogh.
It contained admiration, devotion.
Hugh gazed from one to the other with-
out a word.

“I need not explain farther, captain,”

| Mark added. A gentleman cannot mis-

take my position; only a gentleman can
understand it.”

“You mean, sir,” said Fitz Hugh,
“that I cannot honorably enter this
house and profit or canse my country to
profit by what [ find here withont the
consent of the inmates ™

“I do.”

“Mre. Fain is the acknowledged head

right to speak for her.
g{?dnl right to hold me to this
, it ¥ny one has such a right. But

isa Fain shall have been fully |

“of all the facts”—

ad
"l;ln‘lnﬂ me; she knows all you

dThen when Miss Fain shgll have

| dnly Cohsidersd the fuierests of het

Fitz |

| figures, “you're smart as a whip.
| yop'll have to go right back to Chatta-

the Union lines,

mart yon might try to get him to put
| thre® servants instoad of to~ At o
T™ate try to ring me in il yon can

’cu:u.itryl ain quite site she will glve
{ were her feelings wrought npon by this | her eonseént.”
portion of the story that she started at |

every sound, realizing the moge per-

Thd attention of both men becwe

| fizsed npon Laura, for it was evideht
| fectly that Mark's neck was still in jeops . that she would be l'1l11ql upon to Make
4 decision between her ¢onntry ang her

1© | lover o thd one hand and,the defehge-
waiting | ]t‘ri.L'l}iUIjl‘Fil}' on the other. 8 i

for the counsel; the arrival of Captain

standing near the sofs o whiclgshe

L4d* beensitting, steadying herself” by |

resting her hand on the baclgyf a chajr.
It r"iﬂgﬁ mfment of iut--m«-sfruglﬂl-.?' };
1 three. Laura aw the steglin
:%5;' ; the high mm. of '11-};.--;‘_';!11'[
datylof Jier lover. She kgew that if She
h-g,n. lntg_tu_’::errerx.hn \\‘gmhl- 'f).llﬁl.d?_!_ll.
évidence that she permitfed interaest
m‘;lhu"!-py to' overwhel wr senga of
duty.* And would he wot attribute her
p?uterlil.nu to something more ténder
thad pd ordinary interest? Fitz “Hugh
realjzed her pogition; indeed ﬁr
sgemed',to flash into both of therli the
!a‘elli_.n&'thlt her decision wonld be-

t *two men—her lover gnd¥ the
F ,EE)F. With Mark it was a qugs-
tiomgof life or death.

ain=Lgura,” said Fitz Hugl,
speaking {slowly, and impru.-s.-uu-ly’h‘:'ll
ask your permission to give up this fm-
postor—pardon me, eir, for the plainpess
of my language; it is essential-2 EpY,
who desires to carry informati®n porth
to the detriment of our country; who
secks the defeat of our canse—the cagse
in which your brother is every day rifk-
ing his life; lastly—though this may be
a wmattet of small importance—the cange
for which I, your lover, would lay dowh

y life as I would lay it down for you.
anem& to me that it is a question bee
tween your duty and your inchnation
Dogs it geem so to you™

1t doesr”

“Then tell me, may I seyy for a guargd
tq take him®

aura’s eyes shown like thgge of a
tigress at bay. In a firty, €1 vajce,
she gaid:

“Nol"

For o few moments there gas the
stillness of death.

She has decided in your fgyor, sir,¥
said itz Hugh, whose colo? keft Lis
cheek when Laura spoke the litjle wigd
that decided his and Mark’s fate, “¥You
have nothing to fear from ™A.” Then
turning to Laura:

“I can understand the motive, the
temptation. The act remains.”

“Youn may consider yoursel{eeleonsed
from all ties with one whose Ret you do
got approve,” said Lanra.

“Be it so0,” and he tarned to go.

Mark sprang forward and seized him
by the wrist.

"M}' UOII, tlll‘i P&l}'ﬂi“‘hﬂ be! Yon EH'-
lieve that this is Av@o more than an
orginagy womanly i1qr.~l. in Mides Fain
forme, I§is not ko, S5k swear #5701, on
the honor of a gentleman und a soldiar,
that Miss Fain has manifested no other
feeling than pne of commizeration for g
man hunted for his life.”

“Your ‘words do you credit, sir. Miss
Fain, will you make my sdicus to your

mother? And Ileavg it fo You to ip-
part to her whatevgyr, if anything, yon
may haveto say as to t¥6 renson for my
farewell to you.”

He tnrned quickly and left the room.

CHAPTER XVIIL
@FF FOR THE UNION LIN@S.

>
“You uns {s o gentleman, and Ialr poor
- white trash.’

Mark’s first impnlse after Fitz Hugh's
departume was to leave the house at
once, He tried to say something to
Laura to soothe her, to exc his own
unfortunale part in her brecking with
her lover. He conld only go to her and
taking her bhand lkissed it without a
word. Then he told her that he should
take the risk of cajtu anc depart in-
stantly.

He was disconrsiczg upen the method
of hia deperture in quick, excited tones,
when a horseman eutered the yard, and
riding up to the veranda drew o letter
from his belt and handed i% to a negro
who went out to receive it, Tt was for
Mrs, Fain. It had been seut through
the lines from Nashville, where her hus-
band was lying dangerously ill, and
begged her to come to him,

Afterits perusal Mrs. Fain determined

| to set out the next day, teking with her
“Why do you ask such a question? | ' e

her daughter and the maid Alice, Daniel
wonld drive them.

“You shall go with us,* saild Lanra to
Ifark. *“This is fortunate. Ip our cofn-
pany you will be far safer than trying
to mgke your way alone,”

It occurred to Mark that since he was
bging hunted as a half starved éreature
ia the disguise of a negro girl he would
be less liable to suspicion well
dressed man traveling with o party of
southern ladi®s than in any other char-
acter, At any rate he took this ‘ew of
it, and when Mrs. Fain amgnounced her
intention tg go he offered to escort the

i party to the Union lines,

The offer was accepted, and prepara-

| tions were madg to leave the next morn-
| ing. Mrs, Fain wrote anote to the officer
i command at Chattancoga (tosend with |

the letter she had received from her hus-
band for his perusal) asking for a pass

i for herself, her dauhghh-r and two serv-
| anta, _Mark toolk t

ont Jo find Danjel, who had et ré
turned®rom Chattanoggi.
“Welaniel™
“I be'n dar.”
“What did von learn®™

“I hedrn ebery one talken "bout sajers |
goen to 'de norf, and dey sayd day was |

ven to Knoxville, Dey whs

chendn
archen all de samefway.

Nlered 'n

| dey brung up at de depot, 'n I sor one

train after anudder go out full o' sgiers
inside and hangen on to de platfo'm and

| orf de roofs.”

“How many trains did you see go put?”
“'Bout forty handred.” '

“Daniel,” said Mark, smiling at the
But

nooga, and take this note to the com-
manding officer with this letter from
your sick master to show him, T}
is & request for a pass for the party to

Keep vour wits abogt
you, and if he is an easy going sort i

¢ note

on anderstapnd:”
of this house, and she is evidently de- ! ¥

ceived. But I concede to Miss Fain the |
I acknowledge |

“Reckon I do, sah.”

“Can yon read®™

“A leetle. Missie Lanm
“Well, read the pass he nn

and ask him to fig jt o that it 1
clade me as aservant. Bat -
your judgment.”

Daniel drove again

Mark waited anxionsls for

Ifdeed g0 impatient was he
| thonght the negro had beeggeone ¢

¢ missives andavent |

inlo the yard, He at once went out to
the barm to nteet him.

v An¥ lnck?” he nsked anxionsly,

w] got de pass for misses and de res’,
but I didn't gefwhat yo' wanted. 1 got
u paper hyar, Mebbe il do.”

Mark took the papes. 1t was a pass
| for Thomas Green und wife from Chat-
| tancoga to the Union lines.

wHow did yon get this,” neked Mark,
surprised

o1 hab to wait while folks was getten
passes. De efficer ' out to d@ ndder
room fur s moment”™ Dis wWus Inyen oh
de desk 'n L tuk it up and brung his

dway.”

“Well," gaid Mark, % not exactly
what [ want, but ingennity will have to
help me throngh You're tramp,
Daniel,”

In the morning when all was ready
for the departure T-_v vehicles were
brought around to th® door, the one, a
two harse carfmgs, the other Lanra's
phaeton, drawn by her pony. Mrs, Fain
entered the former with Alice, Daniel
being in the driver's seat, Lavra and
Mark got into the phaeton.

Mark took the lead, designing to make
for Battle Creek. The distance was not
twenty miles, and he knew that they
eonld make it in a few hours, It was &
bold game he was playing, but the
proximity of the halter was wearing on
bim, and he desired to get vid of sus-
pense, Desides his presence, connected
with tieal sitnation, was wearing
on La ila therefore felt an exhil.
arating pleasure when they drove ont of
the gate and trotted along the pike
westward. Hope cheered him.

All went well during the first ten or
twelve miles, when Mark received a
piece of information which seriously in-
terfered with Lis plan. Meeting »
courfer riding, townrd Chattanooga,
who looked as if hemight be the bearer
of some important news, Mark hailed
bim and asked if he had anything from
the front.

““The Yankees air getten no'th right
smart,” the man replied. *“‘Reckon th'
air left Battle Croek.”

Mark argued that if this were true
there wouid})ﬂ confusion on that route,
and it would be better to take another.
They were not far from the road leading
from the Chattunoogn pike north to An-
derson, on which the Slacka lived.
Mark conclnded to take this road as far
as Anderson, and then strike west with
| & view to renching McMinnviile on the
| other side of the mountains, Mrs. Fain
| left all to Professor Rhett, in whom she
| hand perfecy copfidence, and on coming
to the road in guestion Mark led the
party northwad®,

The change of route was unfortuuate,
inaswuch as it would add snother day
to the journey. The depurture from the
Fain residence had been Jdelayed by the
preparations till nearly noon.  McMimm-
ville was a considerable distance over
the mountaine, and Mark kunew they
counld not reach it that night. He re-
membered that they would soon pass
the Slacks', and it vecurred to him that
it would be a capital place 10 pass the
night, giving them a good day of twelve
bhonrs light on the morrow to pursue
their journey., His disappointment at
the delay was compeneated for by the
thought that he would likely learn
something of SBouri and Jakey, of whom
| he had heard nothing since he loft them
‘I in the Chatf@hooga jail.

Mark told Laura of his plan. She was
]-ii‘-tl'--ﬁm!-‘l at the delay, Something
[ |
|

secmed to tell her that it would bring
trouble, But Mark’s reasoning was nu-
auswerable, and there scemed nothing
else to do. 1f they must spend a night
anywhere it would better be among
those upon whom Mark could rely,

At last they drove up at the Slacks’
gate. Mark handed the reins to Laura
and jumped from the phaeton impatient-
ly. Not seeing any one in the front of
the house he proceeded to the rear. The
first person he et was Jakey. He took
the boy up and hugged him,

“Are you glad to see yonr big brother,
Jakey?"

“Air th' corn ripe?”

Souri came ont of the house, her big
| eyes glistening and her expressive facc
| radiant with pleasure and excitement.
| 8he had heard nothing of Mark since he
|' left her in prison. Mark seized her by
| hoth hands,
| **You uns air safe. I knowed it,” she
said, almost in a whisper. She could

hardly speak for joy.

“For the preeent, Souri, thanks to
yon."

Magk asked no questions then, He

kneWthat they were safe and at home,
and he hastened to inform them and the
father and mother who came out to wel-
come him that he was with a party who
was unaware of histrue character, which
they must not betray, and desired per-
mission to stay in the honse over night.
Then he led them arvound to the gate,
Daniel had meanwhile canght up, and
the two vehicles were halted in the road,

“We will spend the night with these
good people,” said Mark. “‘They are
quite willing, and will make us as com-
fortable as possible,’

The party alighted and the horses wero
driven to the barn. Mrs. Fain and her
| daughter wepe given the roum in whigh
Mark had changed his clothes when he
went throngh to the south, and Mark was
assigned a bivouac on the gallery, or in
the barn, or any other place he might so-
lect,

An apology for s weal was carried in
to Mrs, Fain and Lauara, which they left

brought with them in a basket. After
supper Laura eame out and begged Mark
to bring Scuri and Jakey to speak to her.
She smoothed Jakey's tambled hair ot
of his eyes agd asked him if he remem-
bered her. Jakey was about to reply in
his usnal fashion when he checked him-
| self, and for the first time since Mark
had knowmn him answered directly,
| Souri stood eying Laura from the cor-

ners of hes black eyes with a mingled
expression of admiration and autago-
nism. Laura spoke to her kindly, but
got only momosyllables in reply.

Mark passed the evening with the
Slack family listenlng to & recital of
Souri’s and Jakey's axperience after he
had left th¥m in the jailat Chattanooga,
and he gave them an aceovut of his own
adverrtures,

After all were nsleep that night Mark
toock Farmer Slack out into the yard,
where they eoul@dgonverse unheard, and
developed a plan he had conceived for
Sour! and Jakey.
| “It is due fo your som and daughter,”
' he said, ““that I am heme at this moment,

indeed that Lam alive. I belong to a
| wealthy fapily and am wealthy myself,
It only requires means to make a splen-
did wmnap 6F the girl and a fine man$t
th y, for will produce eduta-

tiol -and edd o i .
ﬂ&l FADI® Saresr, luﬂ‘:..le 23{?,.."‘3?:8?‘:

with you a letter to my father in Ohio,
which will’ eontain an order for a snfii-
cient amoufit of money to insure both
Jakey and Sotri an edneation. Take or
eend them north, present the letter, and

a1 aié as he hid wlhien hie saw him arive |

| sleep by all the purty.

untgsted, preferring a luncheon they had |

yon will find evervthing provided for
you. Souri may not consent at once, |
but doubtless she will in time. Now I |
must have pen and paper.”

“Yonuns is a good un, stranger. b oA
treat us Far, Hadn't you better send the
letter when ¥' git no'th®™

“No. 1 must write it tonight. [am |
by no means safe;: my neck is still in a
halt

{ The man lel the way to his bedroom,

where the old woman was sleeping. |
There he produced writing materigls, |
4 Mark wrote an order which, whether |
lived or net. insured the futuré of his

| came your son-in-law

two friends, his preservers wmong the
“poor white trash” of Tennessee,

The night was passed with snatches of
In the morning,
after the pork and corn bread meal of
the country, the travelers again
into the carriages, While they 3
standing before the gate prior to de-

| parture Mark saw Souri oat by the well-
| house,

He went there to hid her good-
by.

“Souri,” he said, 1 wish
some way in which 1 could show you
the gratitude I feel toward you. When
I think of my fate, had you not appearel
in the nick of time to save me by your
wit and daring and sacrifice, I fecl that
I wonld like to make some correspond-
ing sacrifice for yon."

“Laws, I didn't do nothen. Besides™
—she leaned over the well and looked
down into its depths—'‘you uns and me
is too differ. You uns is a gentleman,
and I air poor white trash.”

There was an inexpressible melan-
choly in her tone.

“Souri,” Mark went on, 1 have made
an arrangement with your father to
make a lady of you, I can't make such
a sacrifice for you as you have made for
me; that is impossible; but I can do this
if you will act with me and consent to
the plan, Ishall be off in a moment,
and before I go I want you to promise
me that yon will consent, I am still in
danger, and yon must grant we this as
perhaps o last favor."

The girl burst into (ears,

“Promise.”

[ don't keer what I do.”

“Do you promise:”

“Yas, I promise.”

With a pressure of the hand he turned
away, and stalking to the gate got into
the carriage beside Lanra. Daniel and
Mrs. Fain had started. Mark followed,
and had gone but a short distance when
he heard Jakey ecalling to him, He
pulled in the pony and waited for the
boy to come up, Jakey was holding
something out to him, which, as he drew
unearer, Mark recognized as the red silk
handkerchiof,

“Souri sent it ter y'."”

“Tell her that I'll never part with it.,”

“'N Igot the squirrel gun,” said the
boy.
“All right, Jakey. Keep it to remem-
ber me by."”

Mark grasped the boy's hand and then
drove on. Laura Fain leaned back on
the cushions in silence.

[TO BE CONTINUED. ]

there was

Louve Madly tiandicapped,

Mande—teorge, 1 don't think I ought
to marry you, for 1 don’t believe you
love me one bit.

George (wrdently)—Why, my darling,
I am passionately, desperately, madly
in love with you. 1 worship the very—

Maude — You talk well enough,
Gieorge, but those letters you wrote me
when you were away were so cold and
distant they froze my heart. One would
thinlk you were writing to your washer-
woman about her bill.

George (slowly )—Maude, I—was—en-
gaged—to—ap—girl—onece — before, and
when she sued me for breach of prom-
ise all my letters to her were—read—
in—open—court.—N. Y. Weekly,

Sate to Remaln.

The fact is not stated, but this little
oecurrence, reported by the New York
Sun, must have taken place in the good
old times when ministers were (more
eloquent, or eongregations more pa-
tient, than is theeoase at present.

A stranger enfeéred the meeting-house
in the middle of the serviee, and tool: n
seal in the back pew. [D'resently he
whispered to the man at his side, evi-
dently one of the old member

“How long has he been preaching?”

“Thirty or forty years, 1 think,” an-
swered the elderly man. “1 don't know
exactly.”

“I'll stay, then,’
“He must be nearly done.

SR

" said the stranger.

"

Fortunate, Indeed.

A lady aftired in garments of mourn-
ing secarched for rooms and board in
the west end of the city the other day.
“*Have you any children?”

“No," answered the applicant, with a
sigh. *I had a little boy once, but he
died last summer.”

“How fortunate!” exelaimed the land-
lady, *“for we never take children.”—N.
Y. Recorder,

The Mean Thing.

Miss Clamwhopper, who wears false
tresses, but imagines nobody knows it,
calls on her friend, Miss Snobberly.

Miss S.—Ias Dobinsky finished your
portrait?

Miss C.—TI'll have to give him another
diting, so he can get the right color of
my hair.

Miss 8.—If that's all, why don’t you
semd it to him by a servant?—Texas
Siftings.

Palnfal Heminlseence.

Gillispon—I trust I'll fare better this
Christinas than 1 did the last.

De Palette—Why?

Gillispon—I had an old boot presented
me.

De Palette—Why didn't you ask for
the mate?

Gillispon— Because the first one had a
foot in it.—Judge.

THda't Know Anything About Tt.

Stranger—I believe you are connected
with the Twenty-third national bank?

Goentleman—Yes, sir.

Stranger—Will you be kind enough
to tell me something about the finangial
danding of the institution?

Gontieman—Well, really, I'm afraid I
can't. I'm simply a director, you know.
—Judge.

SHE ENOWS A THING OR TWO,

—TPuck.

Spltefal.
—Are you going to Amy Burr's
-ont ball?

He—Coming-out bhall?
She-~Yes: her debat.
He—\Why, shie’s been going around for

at least three years!

She--1 know it, but this is her first
ball.

He~Then why mnot call it the “‘open-
ing of a chestnut burr?" —Judge.

Fienty of Time.

Railroad- conductors are a very sar-
castic set of men. A traveler asked one
of them:

“SWill T have time to get something
to eat at the next station?”

“Yes, you will have time enough if

| you are not going any further on this

train."—Texas Siftings.

No Further Incentive.

Opulent Father-in-law—What ails

you, George? Since you have been mar-
ried you seem to have lost all your am-
bLition.

George—Well, you see, sir. I reached

the height of my ambition when [ be-

- Life.

—
The Last Divislon.
Tencher—1{ your mother should v:ls:;
to give each one an equal _ummlm A
meat, snd there should be eight in v
family, how many pieces would she ¢

Class—Eight. X
Teacher—Correct. Now Nu'i'hl pit:ii:
would be one-eighth of the whole,
member that.
Class— Yes'm. !
Teacher—Suppose each pEcce were
cut again, what would result?
smart Boy—Sixteenths. %
Teacher—Correct. And if cut again?
Ilny---'l'Ixirt_\'-wrululh,'
Teacher— Correct. Now
should eut each of the thirty-t
ain, what would result?
Little Girl—Hash.—Good News.

suppose we
wo pleces

A Reporter lu“LurI(.

3 Editpr (hurriedly) — 4

nt'tv:'tibuut that sulcide in the St
jon hotel?

Reporter—Not much. The I ,
u ntrrsger. about my size, Shot him-
self with o 82-caliber revolver. Had on
a dress suit at the time. The body has
been taken to the morgue. !

City Editor— Bout your size. That's
lucky. 1 want you to report a big soch:i
ty wedding in an hour. Rush aroun
to the morgue and ask thE"kEEP‘I‘ to
lend you that dress suit.—N. Y. Weekly.

i ——
The Cat Out of the Bug.

A little colored boy went toa butch-
¢r's stall in Austin and said to the
butcher: i

1 say, boss, gib me a little chunk of
meat for our dog."” : ¥

“All right, black face und shiny eye,
said the butcher, good naturedly.

“Yes, boss, but don't gib me such @
tuff piece as yer did las’ time. My dad
dy mos' broke his jaw tryin’ ter chew
hit."—Texas Siftings.

Anything
Fash-

man was

A Paokage from the East.

Fowle (originally from Boston)—Well
I'll be everlastingly punched.

Boylston (his partner)—News from
home?

Fowle—I should say so. 1 wrote
mother that we were going to attend a
Piute wedding and she sent two plug
hats and some lavender gloves, with an
injuhction to keep up our John-Haneock
dignity or die.—Judge.

His I'atlence Was Tried.

Gus—Heavings, Gawge! What's the
mattah?

Gawge—Mattah! Why, I nevah came
so near being offended in my life. The
keeper of that cafe called me a liah,
and kicked me out. I tell you what—
wh —Gus, it wonldn't have taken much
moah to have made me weal mad.—
Brooklyn Life.

Happler Than s Queen.
Mrs Hiffe—Haven't I told you, once

for all, that I don't need anything
whatever? Why don't you go?
Peddler (respectfully) — Madam, I

vould like to feast mine eyes on der
luckiest vomans in der vorldt. Youvas
better-off as der czarina!—Judge.

Not Quite Explained.

Mrs. Blonde (wildly)—Where did this
blaeck hair come from?

Mr. Blonde—I was riding behind a
black horse and he switched his tail—

“This is fine hair.”

“Yes, it was a fine horse. —Demorest’s
Magazine,

His Explanation.

“‘Your marriage was the result of
love at first sight, wasn’t it?”

**Yes," replied the near-sighted friend.
“l never will forget that day. Only
time in my life I was ever known to for-
et my glasses,"—Judge,

Anagreeable Laxative
Bold by Druggists or sent by mail, 25¢., M.,

and §1.00 per

KO NO::::

WE WANT YOU

to act as our agent. We furnish an expensive
outfit and all you need free. 1t costs nothing to
try the business, We will treat you well, and
help you to earn ten times ordinary wages. Both
sexes of all ages can live at home and work in
spare time, or all the time. Any one any where
can earn & t deal of money. Many have made
Two Hundred Dollars s Month. No class of
peogle in the world are making so much money
without c:{:ritl] ;uklhuu' nt lrorkdfor u-innualnn-
+ BN % better than
other offered to nts. \‘n’h-u a clear
field, with no competition. We equip you with
everything, and supply printed direcfious for
beginners which, if obeyed faithfully, will bring
more money than witl any other business, Im.
prove your prospects! Why not? You cando s
ensily ‘aud surely at work for us. Reasonable
Famphiet cirqular giving every pavsiosiar :
3 ug evi
free ro all. Dd-i uot lg unﬁp‘;o‘r it. i
GEORGE !'I‘INBJN & CO.,
Hox No. 488, Portland, Me.

ivorite TOOTE POWDER
and Breath, 250,

HAVE YOU TRIED DRUGS AND FAILED TO FIND A GURE?
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EN'S ELECTRIC BELT

Patented Apetianct
mrmm&'mﬁa&w“

CASTCRIA

for Infants and Children.

111 So, Oxford Bt., Brooklyn, N. Y,
A and
«The use of ' Castorla ' Is #0 universal — 1
mﬂ-nﬂvmﬁw:;m
t who do not keep Castoris

“ For eevernl years | havre
our * Castoria, ' and shall alwayy Ny
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- *&.Dé“’. “The Winthrop," 19th Street aod Ty
Heformed Church. Nevy
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That dreaded and dreadful diseag|
What shall stay its ravages? Thg
[ say Scott’s Emulsion of pure Norwegiy
cod liver oil and hypophosphites of fip
aid soda has cured us of consumption in its firy

stages, Have you a cough or cold acute or leading
to consumption? Make no delay but take

Scott
Emﬁl%lmsl

s o ol MR

Beott's Emulsion cures &oufh'o.
Colds, Consumption rofula,
and all Au'l:.mlot-n;l ?'-l::?:

eases. vents wa

gl!l’ldnn. Almost as palatable as
milkk, Get only the genuine. Pre-
pared by Beott & Bowne, Chemists, New
York. Bold by all Druggists.
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SAVE THE TAGS.

$173,250.00

In valuable Presents to be Civen Away in Return for
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our Deits are persons who have done so.

SUSPEINSORTY.
The Crowning Triumph in Medico-Electrical Scieset!
It cures all diseases curable by E
It is a complete battery, as useg by the
most physicians, made into a Belt, so as tobs
casily worn during work, or at rest. It
soothing, prolonged currents, which can
carried to any part of the body where ther
Eain, at:d w;‘]l give instant relief, as El
ermeates the entire system with a
owing heat, rejuveming every weak 075
or part of the body,

More Belts Made
and Sold and
More Sufrerers
Cured than by
all other Electric
Belts combined.

aad Vigerous
READ WHAT CENTLEMEN WRITE It brings wealth, Rappiness and fruitful marrisf®
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