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In the early history of this republie
many of the most patiotic of its found-
ers expressed fears that the United
States supreme court would gradually
increase its own jurisdiction and step
by step interfere with the rights of the
states and the people thereof. There
are evenm traces of predictions fulfilled
in the case of seating Hayes in the of-
fice to which Tilden was elected. The
most recent step in the direction nam-
ed is the decision of the supreme court
im the suit of the United States against
the state of Texas, and, with the possi-
ble exception of the Nagle ease in Cali-
fornia, it goes further than any other
deeision rendered since the civil war to
definé one relation of the general gov-
ernment to ar individual state.

When the act was passed to provide
a temporary government for the terri-
tory of Oklahama, in May, 1880, a puz-
zling question arose as to the bounday
between the new territory and the
state of Texas. Down in the southwest
cormer of the tract, claimed by the
United States as public land, and
which it was proposed toerect into a
territory, lay Geer county, with area as
large as the whole state of Rhode Is-
land, nearly a triangle in shape, and
enclosed between the north amd south

distinetly visible to the naked eye.
is moving toward the nertheast, and is
consequently becomihg better placed
for observing.

Considering the rarity of naked eye
comets and the general interest taken
by the public in such matters nowadays
I have thought that a diagram show-
ing the pesition of this objeet and a
short account of it might be of general
interest. T have observed the comet
on the mornings of March &, 9 and 10,
and have earefully measured its posi-
tion among the stars. To the naked
eye it appears like a star of the fifth
or sixth magnitude witheut any tail
As it is passing now through a singu-
larly blank region of the sky, to the
east of the “Milk Dipper” in Sagitta-
rius, it ean be easily identified by any
one at all familiar with the stars, At
a. m. the co nstellation of Sagittarius

“dipper” isabout 35 degrees east of the
red star Antares in the Scorpion, and

per with the handle up it can be easily
recogunized.

Just now it is not known whether or
not the comet will brighten. If it has
neol yet reached its peribelion we may
expect it to be a censpicuous object in

is low on the southeast horizon. The

from its striking resemblance to a dip-

It Several days ago one of the most sue- | Paint and Drug Reporter,’

cessful and at the same time unaccount-
able frauds ever perpetrated upon the
pension office was unearthed. A little
overa year ago an application for pen-|
sien was ftled the applicant claiming
to be blind and paralyzed in his lower
limbs, Two boards of examining sur-
geons reported upon his case and final-
¥y he aroused the sympaty of Commis-
sioner Raum, who ordered the case al-
lowed. Pension at the rate of §72 per
month, with arrearages amounting to
nearly $900 was granted and the money
paid the beneficiary.

It seems, however, there was some
defeet in the evidence, and the case
would never have been passed had it
not been for the commissioner’'s imper-
ative order. So shortly after the allow-
ance of the elaim a special examiner
was detailed to investigate the matter
Fer six weeks he lived in the same
boarding house with the blind paralytic |
and watched his every action.

The “blind” man read his paper and |
letters, and the “paralytic’” moved with |
an alaerity which would have shamed |
a school Ix Y.
made his report and the beneficiary of

Accordingly the agent
T . : |
Unele Sam no ]nll::l'r receives n pen-

sion.
|

| vented it= Passage.

refers to a
new bill just introduced in the legisla-
ture of New York State:

“The latest development in the Lhak-
ing powder war, is the introduction of
a bill in the legislature of this state, re-
quiring all packages of baking powder
which contain ammonia, to be branded
with a statement of that fact in large
type on ¢ lable

Now wHllle the ammonia contention
is on, why ecaunot the law give the
public the benefit of the doubt? Whol-
Iy unprejudiced people are eertainly
not willing to be dosed with the sub-
stance acknowleged as a poison, simply
because scientists, some of whom are
not even physiologists, disagree as to
its potency."

A similar nll was introduced Iast
April but it is shrewdly surmised that
the influence of interested parties pre-
The provisions of
the present il are so just that it will
soon become a law,

This will be welcome news to the
| manufacturers of pure Cream of Tartar
baking powders, the most prominent
of whom is the Price Baking Powder
Co. of Chicago and St. Louls, makers
of Dr. Price’s Cream Baking Powder,

{ who have always made as strictly pure
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land has always been in dispute on ac-| A small telescope shows a faint tail shrewdest criminals in the country. He by a laree New York o ;
count of the indefinite character of the | to it; with a large telescope the comet wasin the army during the war apd [DY 8 JATECREW LOTR concern W <
boundary of the state of Texas as pre-|is round and bright, with a rather at its close located in Boston. His
seribed by law. The statutory boun-|small, insignificant nucleus of the weakness for somebody elss's property
v earned him his board at the expense of |
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ammonia, and advertises its powder as
strictly pure, by means of garbled offi-
cial reports and certificates signed by

»
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The féllowing powders known to
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