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< 'ongressman Siinpwon says tliat“rec- 
iprocity with South America <-an't help 
fanners any,” though “it might help 
manufacturers of farming implements 
to sell their goods to our South Amer­
ican competitors.” And at less prices 
than to our own farmers, he might 
have added, j The average farmer knows 
the conditions of a profitable trade a 
good deal better than some of the poli­
ticians give him credit for.

The postoffiice department lias adop­
ted the new designs for the two sizes of 
postal cards, and from an artistic point 
of view they are about as hideous as 
could have possibly l>een selected. 
There are two sizes, one larger than the 
present postal card, and one smaller. 
The large one is nianilla and the print­
ing on the address side, including a 
vignette of General Grant in the upper 
right hand corner, is brown, while the 
smaller one, which is white and is in­
tended especially for the ladies, lias al­
most the same design on its address 
side, printed in blue.

.Senator Manderson's committee is 
preparing, under a joint resolution of 
the last congress, to tackle the abuses, 
known and unknown, in the printing 
and distribution of public documents, 
with the intention of reporting a bill, 
reducing the cost of this service to the 
fifty-second congress. If the commit­
tee has the nerve it can easily show 
how hundreds of thousands of dollars 
can be saved without detriment to the 
public interest, but we wouldn't l*t a 
cracker that it doe* anything of the 
sort.

Here is the tariff question in a nut 
shell. The New York .S’w/», a high pro­
tectionist newspaper, say's:

One of the fonefits of the protective 
tariff is that it enables millions of rnen 
whose sole stock of goods is their days 
labor to sell that stock at an advanced 
price.

This is thejprotwtioiiist's claim. Sup­
pose it to lie well founded in regard to 
manufactured goods what is the result? 
The lalmrers who sell their lal>or con­
sume most of what they manufacture 
and pay a larger price for the product 
of their own lalior than they would pay 
if prices were not artificially advanced. 
At the same time they make it impos­
sible for what they produce to lie sold 
in other countries and thereby greatly 
limit tile possible production of manu­
factured good* in this country. It is 
asserted by the advocates of lower tar- 
ifl’rates that the laborer would be ben­
efited and the prosperity and growth 
of the country enhanced by abandon­
ing the attempt to maintain the prices 
of all exportable goods at a higher rate 
than they are-old for in the markets 
of the world.

But it appears that a prohibitory tar­
iff does not really maintain the higher 
wages that the tariff protectionists 
claim for it. The united silk workers 
of North America have held during the 
present week their quarterly Conven­
tion in Paterson, N. J., and here arc 
the resolutions which they adopted:

Whereas, The silk industry of the 
United State.«, despite the high protec­
tive tariff, is at present in a most de­
plorable condition, wages being so low 
that skilled operatives are seeking other 
occupations, and in view of the fact 
that since IHS9 the wages of rilifon 
weavers have even reduced 58 percent., 
lie it

RrMdvcrI, That the representatives of 
the United Silk Workers of North 
America, now in session, appeal to the 
friends of American latsir not to pur­
chase silk fabrics of foreign manufac­
ture which are actually inferior tothose 
made here; and lie it further

Rexolred, That in our opinion neither 
protection nor free trade licnefits the 
workingman, and we, therefore, call 
upon all silk workers who an- unorgan­
ized to band themselves together in tlie 
national body. And it is our further 
opinion that the only protection work­
ingmen will ever receive will be that 
they give themselves.

In as much as the experiment of free 
trade has never lieen tried in this coun­
try and no one nt present proposes to 
try it, the expression of opinion con­
cerning its benefits to workingmen 
need not Im- considered. But there is 
an opjiortunity here for the New York 
Sun and all the high protectionist 
newspapers to explain on what grounds 
they based their assertions in regard to 
the benefits of McKinleyism.

If the condition of the silk workers is 
so bad as they describe it. why should 
they Im- compelled to pay an artificial 
price on all the woolen clothing they 
wear and a multitude of other things 
which they have to buy? We are glad 
they are studying the tariff question.— 
National Democrat.

DR. TALMAGE FINDS THEM AMONG 
THE RICH AND THE POOR.

THE PRICE OF FREE SUGAH.

The discovery of a single ease of ty­
phus fever in New York is a sensational 
occurrence. Yet a few generations ago 
typhus was a frequent visitor in every 
city and men thought themselves for­
tunate if it w a* restrained from lieeom- 
ing epidemic. The fact that a single 
ease seems now phenomenal and alarm- 
iug marks the great progress made of 
late years in medical science and sani­
tation, which have so nearly extermin- 

' uted this dread disease—the true plague 
of history—as to render every case of it 
a surprise.

Coincidently with the appearance of 
the first warm wave in the wilds of 
North Dakota comes the seasonable in­
telligence that four mcnifors of the sen­
ate committee on territories are fixing 
up an itinerary for a |o000 summer out­
ing to Alaska “to study the needs of 
the territory and report what legisla­
tion is necessary.” The most pressing 
legislation necessitated by such trips is 
an act of congress abolishing congres­
sional picnics of all sorts, including ob­
sequies. And it will lie curious if the 
coming house shall fail to put such an 
act through as rapidly as may I* con­
sistent with the dignity of such a delib­
erative body.

A CRUEL EXPOSURE,

The sudden and somewhat surpris­
ing defeat of Mr. Blaine's Canadian 1 
reciprocity scheme throws a flood of. 
light oil the attitude of the republican 
leaders who have control of tin- organi­
zation. Mr. Blaine probably proposed 
to himself that he w ould make the next 
presidential campaign on the erv ot 
• Blaine and reciprocity,” and in this 
way he would extract the sting from 
tlie McKinley bill and take the wind 
from the democratic sails. It is not 
likely that he intended that there should 
be any real reciprocity, but he did in­
tend to make a show of desiring greater 
freedom of exchange.

But his growing importance in this 
direction has not pleased either the 
president or Mr. McKinley. These 
leaders were willing that the fraud­
ulent Brazilian reciprocity faree should 
lie played, but they would not appear 
to consent to anything that looked like 
“free trade with Canada. Such 
negotiations as Mr. Blaine proposed 
would materially interfere with their 
projected plan of campaign. They do 
not iutend to abandon their high pro­
tection ground nor to deprive them­
selves of the pecuniary and other asssist- 
anoe that tlie manufacturers are willing 
to bestow- upon them so long as they 
are w illing in turn to keep up tbe taxes 
for the enrichment of the favored I 
efleiaries of the tariff.

The republican leaders are willing to 
catch all the gudgeons who will swal­
low the South American sham, 
they mean to continue to fight for 
teetion, and to do nothing that 
mislead tbeii admoners.

Moreover, this administration 
not intend that Mr. Blaine shall 
lure tbe jiartv or ¡the nomination on 
any pretense whatever.

.lust now every protectsonist journal 
is cackling over the benefit conferred 
upon the people of the cheapening of 
sugar through the removal of the tariff 
tax.

Yet only a month ago Mr. McKin­
ley was telling the people of Ohio that 
“this cry of cheapness is not new—it 
rang through England fifty years ago 
in the voice and the pliilosphy of Cob- 
den.

It did indeed. And as a result the 
working yeople of England have since 
that time had bread unburdened with 
taxes.
¡.The McKinley bill has done for sugar 
what the agitation of Colalen did for 
the p<x>r man’s loaf in England. And 
the party whose leader declared in the 
campaign that he “despised cheapness“ 
is now glorying in cheap sugar!

Free sugar is well, but the American 
people know the fearful price they were 
called upon to pay for it. The law 
which abolished the tax on raw sugar 
raised the taxes in every other tariff 
scedule an average of .W, per cent.

As part of the cost of free sugar the 
duty on beef, mutton and jHirk was 
raised hut per cent.; on building stone 
lint per cent.; on ingrain carjiet more 
than oil per cent.; on woolen clothing 
over 50 per cent.; on flannels the same; 
on glassware and lamp chimneys.‘si per 
cent.; on handkerchiefs nearly no per 
cent.; on tin plates 120 ¡»er cent. And 
so on through the list—higher taxes 
and still higher through all the 
scedule*.

They will inevitably ask themselves 
why, if free sugar is so good a tiling, 
free wool, flax, iron, tin. glass, coal and 
other necessaries would not be equally 
good.—.V. I”, llorfrf.

poor wdo are dependent upon individ­
ual. city aud state charities. It all their 
voices could come up at once it would 
be a groan Ahat would shake the founda­
tions ot the city and bring all earth 
and heaven to the rescue. But for the 
most part it suffers unexpressed. It 
sits in silence guashing its teeth and suck­
ing the blood of its own arteries wailing 
for the judgment day. Oh, I should not 
wonder if on that day it would be found 
out that some of us had some things that 
belonged to them, some extra garment j 
which might have made them comfortable 
in cold days; some bread thrust into the 
ash barrel that might have appeased their 
hunger for a little while; some wasted cau­
dle or gas jet that might have kindled up 
their darkness; some fresco on the ceiling 
that would have given them a roof; some i 
jewel which, brought to that orphan girl 
in time, might have kept her from being 
crowded off the precipices of an unclean 
life; some New Testament that would 
have told them ot him who “came to seek 
and save that which waa lost.”

Oh, this wave of vagraucy aud hunger 
and nakedness that dashes against our 
front door step! If the roofs of all the 
bouses of destitution could be lifted so we 
could look down into them just as God 
looks, whose nerves would be strong 
enough to stand it? And yet there they 
are. The fifty thousand sewing women in 
these three cities, some of them in hunger 
ami cold, working night after night, until 
sometimes I be blood spurts from nostril 
and iips.

How well i heir grief was voiced by t hat 
despairing v. oman who stood by her invalid 
husbaud aud invalid child, and said to the 
city missionary: “I am down hearted. 
Everything .- against us; aud then there 
are other things.” “What other things?” 
said the city missionary. “Oh,” she replied, 
“my sin.” “What do you mean by that?” 
"Well,” she said, "i never bear or see any­
thing good. It’s work from Monday moru- 
ing till Saturday night, aud then when 
Sunday comes I can't go out, iind I walk 
tlie floor,and it makes tie tremble to think 

; that I have got to meet God. Oh,sir, it’sso 
hard for us. We have to work so, and then 
we have so much trouble, and then we are 
getting aloug so poorly; aud see this wee 
little thing growing weaker and weaker; 
and then tothiuk wc are not getting nearer 
to God, but floating uway from him. Oh, 

j sir, I do wish I was ready to die.”
I should not wonder if they had a good 

i deal better time than we in the future, to 
make up for the fact that they had such a 
bad time here. It would be just like Jesus 
to say: "Come up aud take the highest 
seats. You suffered with me on earth; 
now be glorifiedBkith me in heaven.” O 
thou weeping One of Bethany! O thou dy 
ing One of tbe cross: Hare mercy on tbe 
starving, freezing, homeless poor of these 

I great cities!
THE UPROOTING CLASSES.

I have preached this sermou for four or 
five practical reasons: Because I want you 

’ to know who are the uprooting classes of 
[ society. Because 1 want you to be more 
. discriminating in your charities. Because 
■ I want your hearts open with generosity, 
I and your hands open with charity. Be- 
l cause 1 want you to lie made the sworn 
i friends of all city evungelijsition, and all 
{ newsboys’ lodging houses, and ail chil­

dren's aid societies, and Dorcas societies, 
under the skillful manipulation of wives 
aud mothers and sisters and daughters; 
let tbe spare garments of your wardrobes 
be fittol to tbe limbs ot the wan and shiv­
ering. I should not wonder it that hat 
that you give should come back a jeweled 
coronet, or if that garment that you hand 
out from your wardrobe should mysteri­
ously be whitened, and somehow wrought 
into the Saviour's own robe, so iu the last 
day he would run liis band over it and say, 
“I was naked and ye clothed me.” That 
would be putting your garments to glori­
ous uses.

But more than that, I have preached the 
sermon because I thought in the contrast 
you would see how very kindly God had 
dealt witli you, and I thought that thou­
sands of you would go to your comfortable 
homes ami sit nt your well filled tables 
and at the warm registers, and look at the 
round faces ef your children, aud that then 
you would hurst into tears at the review of 
God’s goodness to you, anil that you would 

, go to your room end lock the door and 
! kneel down aud say:
1 “O Izird. 1 have lieen an inmate: moke

While there are thousands of industrious 
men who cannot get any work, these men 
who do not want any’ work come in and 
make that plea. I am in favor of the res­
toration of the old fashioned whippingpost 
for just this one class ot men who will not 
work—sleeping at night at public expense 
in the station house; during the day get 
ting their food at yonr doorstep. Impris­
onment does not scare them. They would 
like it. Blackwell’s Island or Sing Sing 
would lie a comfortable home for them < 
They would have no objection to tbe alm«- 
honse, for they like thin «onp, it they can­
not get mock turtle.

I propose this tor them: On one side of , 
them put some healthy work; on the other . 
side put a rawhide, and let them take their 
choice. I like for that class of people the i 
scant bill of fare that Paul wrote out for 
the Thessalonian loafers, “If any work not, 
neither should he eat.“ By what law of ' 
God or man is it right that you and I I 
should toil day in and day out, until our | 
hands are blistered and our arms ache and ' 
our brain gets numb, and then be called 
upon to support what in the United States 
are about two million loafers. They are a 1 
very dangerous class. Let the public an- 
thorities keep their eyes on them.

THE ILL TREATED BECOME DESPERATE.
Again, among the uprooting classes I 

place the oppressed poor. Poverty to a 
certain extent is chastening, but after that, ' 
when it drives a man to the wall, and he 
hears liis children cry in vain for bread, it , 
sometimes makes him desperate. I think 
that there are thousands of honest men 
lacerated into vagabondism. There are 
men crushed under burdens forwhich they 
are not half paid. While there is no ex 
cuse for criminality, even in oppression, 1 
state it as a simple fact that much of the 
scoundrelism of the community is conse- | 
quent upon ill treatment. There are many 1 
men and women battered and bruised and 
stung until the honr of despair has come, 
and they stand with the ferocity of a wild 
beast which, pursued until it can run no 
longer, turns round, foaming and bleeding, 
to tight the hounds.

There is H vast underground New York ' 
and Brooklyn life that is appalling and 
shameful. It. wallows and steams with 
putrefaction. You go down the stairs, 
which arc wet and decayed with tilth, and 
at the bottom you find the poor victims ou 
the floor, cold, sick, three-fourths dead, 
slinking into a still darker corner under 
the gleam ot the lantern of the police. 
There has not lieen a breath of fresh air in 
that room for live years, literally. The 
broken sewer empties its contents upon 
them, and they lie at night in the swim­
ming filth. There they are, men, women, 
children; blacks, whites; Mary Magdalen 
without her repentance, and Lazarus 
without his God. These are “the dives” 
Into which the pickpockets and the thieves 
go, a« well as a great many who would like 
a different life but cannot get it.

These places are the sores of the city, 
which bleed perpetual corrupt ¡ju. They 
are the underlying volcano that threatens 
us with a Caraccas earthquake. It rolls 
and roars and surges and heaves and rocks 
and blasphemes and dies, and there are 
only two outlets for it—the police court 
and the Potter's field. In other words, 
they must either go to prison or to hell. 
Oil. you never saw it, you say. You never 
will sec it until on the day when those 
staggering wretches shall come up in the 
light of tbe judgment throne, and whileall 
hearts are being revealed, God will ask 
yon what you did to help them.

There is another layer of poverty aud 
destitution not so squalid, but almost as 
helpless. You hear the incessant wailing 
for bread and clothes and lire. Their eyes 
are suukeii. Their cheek liones standout. 
Their hands are damp with slow consump­
tion. Their flesh is puffed up with drop­
sies. Their breat h is like that of t he char­
nel lions». They bear the roar ot tbe 
wheels of fashion overhead aud the gay 
laughter of men and maidens, and wonder 
why God gave to others so much and ta 
them so little. Some of them thrust into 
an infidelity like that of tbe poor German 
girl who, when told in the midst of her 
wretchedness that God was good, said: 
“No; no good God. Just look at me. No 
.good God.”

OUR .300,0X1 MISERABLY POOR.
In this cluster of cities whoso cry of 

want I interpret there are said to lie, as far 
as 1 can figure it up from the reports, 
»limit ihree hundred tlinii*.»».*

_________________ .. 11 
wharf rats—how much bettor would you i 
have been? I have no sympathy with that , 
executive clemency which would let crime 
run loose, or which would sit in the gallery 
ot a court room weeping because some 
hard hearted wretch is brought to justice; 
but I do say that the safety and life of the 
community demand more potential influ­
ences in behalf of public offenders.

In some of the city prisons the air is like 
that of the Black Hole of Calcutta. I have 
visited prisons where, as the air swept 
through tbe wicket, it almost knocked me 
down. No sunlight. Young men who had 
committed their first crime crowde<l in 
among old offenders. 1 saw in one prison 
a woman, with a child almost blind, who 
had been arrested for the crime of poverty, 
who was waiting until the slow law could 
take her to the almshouse, where she 
rightfully belonged; but she was thrust in 
there with her child amid the most aban­
doned wretches of the town. Many of the 
offenders in that prison slept on the 
floor, with not hing but a \ermin covered 
blanket over them. Those people crowded 
and wan and wasted and half suffocated 
and infuriated. I said to the men, “How 
do you stand it here?’’ “God knows,’* said 
one man, “we have to stand it.’’ O i, they 
will pay you when they get out. Where 
they burned down one house they will 
burn three. They Trill strike deeper the 
assassin’s knife. They arc this minute 
plotting worse bu’-glaries.

Some of the city jails are the best places 
I know of to manufacture footpads, vaga­
bonds and cutthroats. Yale college is not 
so well calculated to make scholars, nor 
Harvard so well calculated to make scien­
tists, nor Princeton so well calculated to 
make theologians, as many of our jails aro 
calculated to make criminals. All that those 
men do not know of crime after they have 
been in that dungeon for some time, Sa­
tanic machination cannot teach them. In 
the insufferable stench and sickening sur­
roundings of such places there is nothing 
but disease for the body, idiocy for the 
mind, and death for the soul. Stifled air 
and darkness and vermin never turned a 
thief into an honest mail.

We want men like John Howard and Sir 
William Blackstone and women like Eliz 
abeth l’ry to do for the prisons of the 
United States what those people did in 
other Gays for the prisons of England. J 
thank God for what Isaac T. Hopper and 
Dr. Wines and Mr. Harris and scores of 
others have, done in the way of prison re­
form, but we want something more radical 
before will come the blessing of him who 
said, “I was in prison, and ye came unto 
me.”

THE CTilME OF MISGOVERNMENT.
Again, in your effort to arrest this plague 

of crime you need to consider untrust­
worthy officials. “Woe unto thee, O land, 
when thy king is a child, and thy princes 
drink in the morning.” It is n great 
calamity to a city when bad men get into 
public authority. Why was it that in New 
York t here was such unparalleled crime be­
tween 1866 and 1871? It was because the 
judges of jiolicc in that city at that time 
for the most part were as corrupt as the 
vagabonds that came before them fortrial. 
Those were the days of high carnival for 
election frauds, assassination and forgery. 
Wc had all kinds of rings. There was one 
man during those years that got one hun­
dred and twenty-eight thousand dollars in 
one year for serving the public.

In a few years it was estimated that 
there were lift v millions of public treasure 
squandered. In those times the criminal 
had only to wink to the judge, or his law­
yer would wink for him, and the question 
was decided for the defendant. Of the eight 
thousand people arrested in that city in 
one year only three thousand were punish­
ed. These little matters were “lixed up,” 
while tho interests of society were “fixed 
down.” You know as well as Ido that one 
villain who escapes only opens the door for 
other criminalities. When the two pick­
pockets snatched the diamond pin from the 
Brooklyn gentleman in a Broadway stage, 
and the villains were arrested and the trial 
was set down for the general sessions, «and 
then the trial never camo, and never any­
thing more was heard of the case, t he pub­
lic officials were only bidding higher for 
more crime.

It is no compliment to public authority 
when we have in all the cities of the coun­
try, walking abroad, men and women no­
torious for criminality unwhipped of jus­
tice. They are pointed out to you in the 
street day by day. There you find what 
are called the “fences,” the men who stand 
between the thief «and the hopest man, 
sheltering the thief, and at a great price 
handing over the goods to the owner to 
whom they belong. There you will And 
those who are called the “skinners,” tlie 
men who hover around Wall street, with 
great sleight of hand in bonds .and stocks. 
There you find the funeral thieves, the 
people who go and sit down and mourn 
with familii 
there you 1auu vuc wuuucuvu uicu, wuw | 
liorrow money of you because they have a i 
dead child in the house and want to bury 
it, when they never had a house or a faini- , 
ly; or they want to go to England and get | 
a large property there, and they want you ' 
to pay their way and they will send tho • 
money back by the very next mail.

There are tho “harbor thieves,” the 
“shoplifters,” the “pickpockets,” famoui 
all over the cities. Hundreds of them with 
their faces in the Rogues’ gallery, yet do 
Ing nothing for the last five or ten years 
but defraud society «and escape justice. 
When these people go unarr<*sted and un­
punished it is putting :i high premium 
upon vice and saying to the young crimi­
nals of this country, “What a safe thing it 
is to be a great criminal!*’ Let the law 
swoop upon them. Ixd it be known in 
this country that crime will have no quar­
ter; that the «letectives are after it; that the 
police club is bring brandished; that the 
iron door of the prison is being opened; 
that the judge is ready to call on the case. 
Too great leniency to criminals is too great 
severity to society.

IDLENESS INVITES THE DEVIL.
Again, in youreffort to arrest thh plague 

of crime you need to consider the idle pop­
ulation. Of course I do not refer to people 

, who are getting old, or to the sick or to 
I those who cannot get work, but I tell you 
, to look out for those athletic men and 
; women who will not work. When the 
: French nobleman was asked why he kept 
i busy when he had so large a property he 
j said, “I keep on engraving so 1 may not 

hang myself.” I do not care who the man 
| is, you cannot afford to lx? idle. It is from 

, the idle classes that the criminal classes 
: are made up. Character, like water, gets 
, putrid if it stands still too long. Who can 
' wonder 5hat iu this world, where there is 
’ so much to do. «and all the hosts of earth 
, and heaven aud hell «are plunging into the 

conflict and angels are flying and God is at 
work and the universe is a-quake with the 
marching and counter marching, that God 
lets his indignation fall upon a man who 
chooses idleness?

I have watched these do-nothings who 
spend their time stroking their beard and 
retouching their toilet and criticising in­
dustrious people, and pass their days and 
nights in barroomsand club houses, loung­
ing and smoking and chewing and card 
playing. They are not only useless, but 
they are dangerous. How hard it is for 
them to while away the hours! Alas, for 
them! If they do not know bow to while 
away an hour, what will they do when 
they have all eternity on their hands? 
These men for a while smoke the best ci­
gars and wear the best clothes and move 
in the highest spheres, but I have noticed 
that very soon they come down to the 
prison, the .almshouse, or stop at the gal­
lows.

The j>olice stations of this cluster of 
cities furnish annually between two and 
three hundred thousand lodgings. For the 
most part these two and three hundred 
thousand lodgings are furnished to able 
bodied men and women—people as able to 
work as you and I are. When they are re­
ceived no longer «at one police station be­
cause they arc “repeaters” they go to 
some other '■tation. aud so they keep mov­
ing around. They get their food at house 
doors, stealing what they can lay their 
bauds on in the front basement while the 
servant is spreading the bread in the back 
basement. They will not work. Time and 
again, in the country districts, they have 
wanted hundreds and thousands of labor­
ers. These men will not go. They do not 
want-to work. I have tried them. 1 have 
set them to sawing wood in my cellar to 
see whether they wanted to work. 1 of­
fered to pay them well for it. 1 have 

, heard the saw going for about three min- 
' Utes, and then I went down, and lo! the 
i wood, but no saw! They «are the pest of 
society, and they stand in the way of the 
Lord’s poor who ought to be helped, and 
musr he haloed, and will be hAlrkaii

NewThe Mau of Wealth and Leisure Who 
“Kill, Time” In Doing Nothing—Al the 
Other Extreme Are the Criminal Poor, 
the Desperate and Despairing.

New YORK. April 12.—I)r. Talmage, in 
continuance ot the course of sermons on 
“The Ten Plagues ot the Cities,“ today 
preached to large audiences in the Brook­
lyn Academy of Music in the forenoon, 
and at The Christian Herald service at the 
New York Academy of Music in the even­
ing, on “The Plague of Crime." He took 
for his text Exodus vii, 20. “All the waters 
that were in the river were turned to 
blood.”

Among all tbe Egyptian plagues none 
could have been worse than this. Tbe Nile 
is the wealth of Egypt. Its fish the food, 
its waters the irrigation of garden and 
field.«. Its condition decides i he prosperity 
or the doom of the empire. What happens 
to the Nile happens to all Egypt. And 
now in the text that great river is incarna­
dined. It is a red gash across an empire. 
In poetic license we speak of wars which 
turn the rivers into blood. But my text is 
not a poetic license. It was a fact, a great 
crimson, appalling condition described. 
The Nile rolling deep of blood. Can yon 
imagine a more awful plague?

The modern plague which nearest corre­
sponds with that is the plague of crime in 
all our cities. It halts not for bloodshed. 
It shrinks from no carnage. It bruises 
and cuts and strikes down and destroys. 
It revels in the blood of body and soul, 
this plague of crime rampant for ages, and 
never bolder or more rampant, than now.

Tbe annual police reports of these cities 
as I examine them are to me more sug­
gestive than Dante's Inferno, and all 
Christian people as well as reformers need 
to awaken to a present and tremendous 
duty. If you want this “Plague of Crime” 
to stop there are several kinds of persons 
yon need to consider. First, the public 
criminals. You ought not to be surprised 
that those people make up a large portion 
in many communities. The vast majority 
of tbe criminals who take ship from Eu­
rope come into our own port. In 186f, of 
the forty-nine thousand people who were 
incarcerated in the prisons of the country 
thirty-two thousand were of foreign birtb. 
Many ot them were the very despera­
does of society, oozing into the slums 
of our city, waiting for an opportunity to 
riot and steal 
large gang of 
throats.

There are in 
York, Jersey 
thousand people whose entire business in 
life is to commit suicide. That is as much 
their business as jurisprudence or medicine 
or merchandise is your business, 'l’oit they 
briug all their energies ot body mind and 
soul, aud they look upon thi intervals 
which they spend in prison as so much un­
fortunate loss of time, jiist as you look 
upon an attack of influenza ar J rheuma­
tism which fastens you in the muse for a 
few days. It is their lifetime msiness to 
pickpockets and blow up safe- and shop­
lift and ply the panel game, and they 
have as much pride of skill in their business 
as you have in yours when you upset tbe 
argument ot an opposing counsel, or cure 
a gunshot fracture which ollie - surgeons 
have given up, or foresee a turn in the 
market as you buy goods just leforc they 
go up 20 per cent. It is their business to 
commit crime, and I do not su;>poso that 
once in a year the thought ot tie immor­
ality strikes them.

Added to these professional criminals, 
American and foreign, there are a large 
class of men who are more or less indus­
trious in crime. In one year the police in 
this cluster of cities arrested ten thousand 
people for theft, aud ten thousand for as­
sault and battery, and fifty thousand for 
intoxication. Drunkenness is responsible 
for much of the theft, since it confuses a 
man s ideas of property, and he gets his 
hands on things that do not belong to him. 
Rum is responsible for much of tbeassault 
and battery, inspiring men tosudden brav­
ery, which they must demonstrate though 
it lie on the face of the next gentleman.

SOCIETY THREATENED ON ALL SIDES.
Ten million dollars' worth of property 

stolen in this cluster of cities in one yearl 
You cannot, as good citizen«, be indepen­
dent of that fact, It, will touch your 
pocket, since I have to give you the fact 
that these three cities pay about eight 
million dollars’ worth of taxes a year to 
arraign, try aud support the criminal pop­
ulation. You help to pay the board of 
every criminal, from the sneak thief that 
snatches a spool of cotton up to some man 
who swamps a bank. More t han that, it 
touches your heart in the moral depression 
of the community. You might as well 
think to staud iu a closely confined room 
where there are fifty people and yet not 
breathe the vitiated air, as to staud in a 
community where there is such a great 
multitude ot the depraved without some 
what being contaminated. What is the 
fire that burns j oub store down compared 
with the conflagration which consumes 
your morals? What is the theft ot the 
gold and silver from your money safe com­
pared with the theft of your children’s vir­
tue?

Wo are all ready to arraigu criminals. 
We shout at the top ot our voice, “Stop 
thief;” aud when the police get ou tbe 
track, wo come out, hatlcss aud in our slip­
pers, and assist in the arrest. We come 
around the bawling ruftiau and hustle him 
off to justice, and when he gets in prison 
what do we do for him? With gnat gusto 
we pnt on the handcuffs and the hopples; 
but what preparation arc we making for 
the day when tbe handcuffs and the hop­
ples come off? Society seems to say to 
these criminal*. “Villain, go in there and 
rot,” when it ought to say, “You are an 
offender agaiust the law, lint we mean to 
give you au opportunity to repent; we 
mean to help you. Here are Bibles aud 
tracts and Christian influences 
died for you. Hook, and live.”

Vast improvements have been made by 
introducing industries into the prison; but 
we want something mor« than hammers 
and shoe lasts to reclaim these people. Aye, 
we want more than sermons on the Sab­
bath day. Society must impress these meu 
with the fact that it docs not enjoy their 
suffering, and that it is attempting to re­
form and elevate them. The majority of 
criminals suppose that societyhas agrudge 
against them, and they in turn have a 
grudge against society.

They are harder iu heart and more infuri­
ate when they come out ot jail than when 
they went in. Many of the jieople who go 
to prison go again and again aud again. 
.Some years ago, of fifteen hundred pris­
oners who during the year had been in 
Sing Sing, four hundred had been there 
before. Iu a house of correction in tho 
country, where during a certain reach of 
timo there had been five thousand people, 
more t-hau three thousand had been there 
before. So, in one case the prison, and in 
the other tho house of correction, left them 
just as bad as they were before.

The secretary of one of t he benevolent 
societies of New York says a lad fifteen 
years of age had spent three years of his 
life in prison, and he said to the lad, 
“What have they done for you to make 
you better?” “Well,” replied the lad, “tho 
first time I was brought up liefore the 
judge he said, 'You ought to be ashamed 
of yourself.’ And then I committed a 
crime agaiu, and I was brought up before 
the same judge, and he said, 'You rascal!’ 
And after a while I committed some ocher 
crime, and I was brought before the same 
judge, and be said, ’You ought to be , 
banged.’” That was all they had done 
for him iu tho way of reformation and sal­
vation. “Oh," you say, "these people are 
incorrigible.” 1 suppose there arc hun­
dreds of persons this day lying in the 
prison bunks who would leap np at the 
prospect of reformat ion if society would 
only allow them a way into decency and 
respectability.

THE fSCHABITAULE JUDCLS.
“Oh," you say. “I have no patience with 

these rogues.” I ask you iu reply, how 
much better would you have been under 
the same circumstances? Suppose your 
mother lia«l been a blasphemer and your 
father a sot. and you had started life with 

. a body stuffed with evil proclivities, and 
you had spent much of your time in a cellar 
amid obscenities and cursing, and if at ten 
yearsof age you had been compelled to goout 
and steal, battered and banged at night if 
you came in without any spoils, and suppose 
your early manhood and womanhood had 
team covered wirh vans aud. filth, and de-

and debauch, joining the 
American thugs and cut-

this cluster of cities—New 
City and Brooklyn—four

lie» and pick their pockets. Auil 
liud the “confidence men," who

I

IF YOU WANT A STYLISH

I

Christ

Having survived that Dreadful Ordeal cf a Trial 
By Jury;

And having secured the help of Mr. Amidon, a gentleman highly 
recommended for his ability and thirty years experience in Merchantile 
life, I am better prepared than ever to accommodate the trade: and hav­
ing decided to make room by

Sacrificing Certain Seasonable Goods,
And prefering to give our patrons the benefit of the loss rather than 

ship them elsewhere to be sold. And in order that our competitors 
may be saved the trouble of sending over to get our prices hence the 
New Inauguration of giving all the benefit of the following Price List of 
goods reduced. We are offering in Dress Goods—

A line of Satines for 15 cents former price 25 cents 
“ Dress “ “ 03 “ “ “ ¿5 “

8|U e are showing an especially tine lino of white and other wash goods.
Also black embroideried suits.
Our Dress Goods stock is full and complete.
Ladies’ and Children’s Jersey Ribbed underwear in black, white and 

ecru,—at prices ranging from 15c to 75c.
Ladies’ Muslin Underwear
Ladies’ and Children’s Hose—in Blaek and colors, from 15 to 75c. 
Parasols from 75c to $5.
Standard Prints 14 yards for$l 
Dress Ginghams 8 yards for $1.
Cabot W 74c
S. S. Sheeting 7c.
In Ladies’ and Children’s Shoes we carry a full stock ranging in price 

from $1 to $5.50.
! Also a full line of Men’s and Boys’ Shoes in Congress and Bals

$1 to $5.
Mens’ Wool Hats

tk

from

Felt “ 
Stiff “

50
1.75
2.00

(I 1.00
2.50
3,00I

Clothing. All Summer Weights Must Go!
$20 suits reduced to $15 $15 suits reduced to $12

$10 and $12 suits reduced to 19.
We arc showing a special line of Iliya’ and Childrens' Suits in 

pieces of goods, consisting of Coat, Cap and two Pants, ranging in 
from $” to $6. These arc especially good values.

A

four 
price

fine Line of* Men»’ and Boys’ Furnishing 
Goods.

We Want a Share of the Grocery Trade.
Look at our prices and compare them with what you have l»een 

paying elsewhere.
Dry Granulated Sugar,
Best Oregon bacon, hams.

“ “ “ sides
!* 3 “ shoulders

13 lbs $1.00
12c per pound 15 lbs $1.00
10c •'
08c “

Coal Oil $2 65 per case
5 gallon keg Pickle*, plain .and mixed, $1.50 peg keg, worth that 

at wholesale.
All Produce, except Butter, taken in exchange for goods at it« 

market value.

I'ash paid for Wool and Mohair

A T.

-....- - -----_____________ ______________________________________

UFWITT RPFIQ ALWAYS KEEP ON HAND r|LWl DnUu. A COMPLETE LINE OF

BOOKS, STATIONARY, MISICAL MODS,
THE LOWEST ETSIOZES.

WHY WILL YOUPAY RENT!
I Offer You Lands in Large or Small Tracts, 

or City Lots at Low Prices and Easy Terms
H CHEHALEM ORCHARD HOMES ”

-1

STRAW
Or anything in the Line of

CALL AT

KAY & TODD’S,

I

Is just the place for a Small Farm; only three-fourths 
mile from Railroad station and one and one-half 
miles from Steamboat landing.

i Acre Tracts within One Mile of Court !
GOOD TERMS.

I have tour lots as fine as can be found in Chand 
ler’s addition. Cheap.

NO EXCUSE FOR YOUR NOT HAVING A HOME I
Call axid. See

TXT. T. Shvrtleff

As they are the

iron motiu- 
many miles 
the foundry 
of the forty-

Only Exclusive Clothing and Gents’ 
Furnishing Goods House

XV. T. SHI RTLEFF,
General Real Estate, Insurance and Loan Broker.

Collections Promptly Attended to.
Office Cor. Third and E Sts., McMinnville, Oregon.

IN THE COUNTY

A mistake which cost the British 
government nl«>nt as much territory as 
there is in the state of llhotle Island 
has just conic to light. The error con­
sists in the fact that the 
nient.« at Blaine, and for 
ea«t of there, which mark 
line, are yards north
ninth parallel, which should liethcreal 
boundary line. Ensign Edward Moale, 
jr., of the United States navy, who is 
connected with the coast geodetic sur­
vey, tells the Seattle Telegraph lmw 
the mistake was discovered by the gov- 

I emment engineers who were making, 
surveys for coast chart.«. It is sttpjioscd i 

1 that when the boundary line survey j 
was made, under the direction of a 

I joint American and English cominis- 
i .«ion, in 1K>2, a slight error was made 
«omewhere in Northern Montana or in 

i the Rocky mountains. Thi« wa* tri­
lling at the start, but kept widening 
until the Gulf of Georgia was reached, 
when it was 31X1 yards in width. The 
British government cannot demand 
this territory back, because the lsuind- 
ary line is fixed by treaty at a line of 
iron posts, placed every inile from the 
Lake of the Woods to the Gulf of Geor­
gia. From the I.ake ot the Woods 
east, the rivers and lakes mark the 
frontier. These i>osts, and not the 
forty-ninth parallel, are mentioned in 
the treaty, and the United States will 
retain this land.

I
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Hut 
pro­
will

does 
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I

I

I

You will find the Latest Style Goods 
and Largest Assortment

THEIR PRICES ARE THE LOWEST
NEW GOODS NOW IN

Call and See Them Before You Buy.

A Fine Line of Piece Goods and Good Tailors to 
Make Them Up.

KAY & TODD, McMinnville, Oi

Despatches say we have framed a rec­
iprocity treaty’ with Newfoundland. 
But as we have actual and large oppor­
tunities for trade with Canada, this 
administration will not even discuss 
reciprocity with the dominion as a 
whole. It is not reciprocity, but a 
campain cry that is wanted at Wash­
ington.

BZ STILL A MINUTE AND LISTEN!

Great Bargains in Every Grade!
And an Immense Stock to Choose from. 

Ladies and Misses, Old and Young, Large and Small 
Feet, Infants’ and Big Babies’ Feet.

Be sure and bring your feet along if you want to be fitted with 
Tlxe ZLatest Stales of* Slxoes 1 

Which has Just Arrived at the Opposition Boot and Shoe Store 
F. DIELSCHNEIDER.

HORSE BILLS Neatly Printed AAVÀVkW At this Office!


