PERILS OF INFANCY

LOST RIVERS.

The Tributariss of & Stream That Does Nob
Exist,

There is one remarkable case in New
Mexico where the lost tributaries
plentiful but the main stream does not

are

exist. This is in a valley which lies
between the Rio Grande and Pecos |
Rivers. The valley begins mear the |
Sandis Mountains, and shut out from
the streams on each side by broken
mountain chains. It is a well-defined
valley, not very broad, but having a
length perhaps of three hundred miles
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w end, and on
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in the valley lie the ruins of the Gran
Quivira, the existence of which is
only attested by the ruins thems
but also by the accounts of
Spanish settlers. The record
Spanish up to the latter

part «

enteenth ecentury, when they were ex-
pelled by the Indians, are in omplete,
s the Indians destroved all that was
left behind. That the Gran Quivira

was well known to them, however,
shown by the fact that the most
nent ruin there is that of a church.
Thkere i8 now no water for many miles
from the ruins. That there must have
been once can well be granted for
large ecity would have been Lult
human beings st a distance

or twenty miles from a scanty
supply. The walley may be named
from this ¢ity, and would then be the
Giran l‘}lli\'ir:; Valley About half way
down the valley it is broken by a long,
narrow, thin layer of now much
broken up, aud making a re-

no
by

water

lnva,

desolate

gion, locally known as the Mal-pais,
or *“bad land.”™ The erater from |
which the lava was d eid wnas near

the northern end or the Mal-pais. Just
above the Mal-pais an old river-bed is
reached at the depth of about two hun-
dred feet; below it the river-bed, when
found, is at a slight depth.  Southwesl
of the Apache R
bed runs iuto a
stream of no mMean $ize seems
run down this valld
has it now disappeared but
covercd by lava and loese

marsh. A

to have
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times to groat 1|--|-th~. As Lo the cause
of the disnppearance, it may have some
connection with a tradition of the In
dinug, which tells of a vear of fire,
when this valley was so filled with
Aame and poisonons gases as o be
made uninhabitable When this oc-
curred the chronology of the Indians is
not perfeet enoug to tell u I'hat it
was long ago is atlested by the depth

bed is covered by a
down from

the old
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to which
detritas,

the mountains, and by trees of consid
erable size which are found in some
places in it.  But that it was not so ex-
tremely long ago that it had become

entirely uninhabitable is muade proba-
ble by the comparatively late desertion

of the Gran Quivira. It is entirely
I----sihlv that the Indian year of fire may
wve long preceded the drying up of
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TRAFFIC IN BABIES,.
Who Adopt Poor Children for

Furposes of Speculation,
“1 know of one woman out Penn
nue ) mnkes a business of going
to the p wins and other institutions
and sacuring babies I'he law will not
P 0l person to have more thmm
L ft les al once, so they get
thelr quota and proceed to rear them in
vay they shoald ro The ehild in
urance man i hunted up and an in
surance that would yield about seventy

of fifteen |

wrvation the old river- |

dollars in y of death and call for a
premiunm of about five cents a week s
taken out on the child's life. 1 have |

given this matter verv careful attention,

and find that none of these children
taken away from the poor-farm over
live more than al t live months liis
a vary remarkable thing No dootor is |
called until after the child is dead

I'he doctor knows nothing of the child's

Hiness and after lookine at the corpse
sl hearine  the statements of its
adopted mother in regard to the symp-
toms gives her a ertiicate to the
effect that the child died from spasms
{natural « W this certibeate
in - hand the broken-hearted  foster
mother hastened at onee to the insurances

t her seventy dollars No

(L =a deposited in her ex

t sl wanin seen at the

by 1 for hild

t 1 i v
dence Lo conviet in a case like this ”
I we attempt a ution without
the most posit of eullt, or
reasonably waoll-f rounds for the
same, | wonld to answer both
civilly and eriminally. 1 have tried very
hard to got some evidenee on two or

watchin .

Ido no
m anthor

three women that [ hawvs
h-|t without very rood r
ain Lo say that the poo

ties are in any way responsible for eiv
ing out these childrer Many poor go |
there and, being unable to support a
child, rive it away to the frst woman
that comes after a baby, and this ih
farm management can not stop \f
Aiiyers, o) Pht argh
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A Swimming Lesson in Venice

If the

plenty of Venetian boys swimming in

warm we shall see

day is

the I'-'|I|<'I!‘. “'-'."I'Ill: |l|'r|','|“;_: T'll' n

of light trousers, and they care so lit

]I.I r'

tle for our approach that we are afraid
our gondolas will run over some of |
shem. The urchins are very quics
and active, however, and we might a-

well try to touch a fish as one of them
I once saw a YVenetian girl about siy
teen yvears old, who was sittin

g upon

the """ll" of & house teaching her|
young brother to swim. The little |
fellow was very small, and she had |
tied a cord around his waist, one end |

of which she held in her hand. She
would let the child get into the water
and paddle away as well as he could
When he seemed tired or when he had
gone far evough, she pulled him in
She looked very much as if she were
fishing, with & small boy for bait.
¥ R. Stockiwm, in St Nicholas.
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GHOST STORIES.
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