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Bruckart's W ash in g ton  D igest

Blame Absurd Relief Policies 
For \\ idespread W PA Strikes

M ispuided Effort to Force Government Into Greater 
Gifts to Them; A ell Radical Accusations W hen Soft 

Snap Stops; Honest Distribution Congress’ Aim.

By W IL L IA M  B R U C K A R T
TV NT Service. National Press Bldg.. Washington. D. C.

WASHINGTON.—It is som etim es 
possible. I believe, to find an ex 
cuse  for violent action on the p a r t  of 
a m a r  who is hungry. Likewise, 
th a t  u  d iv idual’s despera tion  m ay  be 
expla ined  when his children a re  
n e a r  s ta rvation . It is a social con
dition tha t perhaps m er i ts  s y m p a 
thetic  unders tand ing  ra th e r  than  
h a rsh  t rea tm en t.  When those indi
v iduals  have  had the spec te r  of s t a r 
vation rem oved  by the  generous 
hand of governm ent, however, it 
s t r ik e s  m e that the re  can  be no 
justification for revolt aga ins t  the 
govern m en t  or the people which 
h ave  been responsible  for the c h a r i 
ty. T hat is to say  ne ither  the gov
e rn m e n t  nor the citizens can  be 
held responsible  for the ha rd  luck 
of any of us. nor does any one in 
d iv idual have a divine r ight to such 
generosity .

Yet, there  exists in this country 
today an ex trao rd in a r i ly  la rge  nuin 
b e r  of persons who seem  to feel the 
g o v e rn m en t  m ust bend its knees 
to them  They have  lately taken 
the position—largely m isguided  by 
the lowest g rade  of le a d e rs—that  
they can  d ic ta te  to the ir  govern
m e n t  and their  ne ighbors the te rm s  
upon which they will receive  gov
e rn m e n t  reliet They have gone so 
fa r  a s  to use the s tr ike  as a weapon 
to force, to coerce, the ir  govern
m en t  into g re a te r  gifts to them , and 
it is one of the m ost  dangerous 
t ren d s  to be noted on the horizon of 
our country . It is traceab le ,  of 
course , to the u t te r ly  ab su rd  relief 
policies th a t  have  been p racticed , 
here tofore .

To go back  a bit for a review , the 
relief p ro g ra m  enac ted  recen tly  by 
congress  for the y e a r  th a t  Is now 
s ta r t in g  specified th a t  all WPA 
w o rk e rs  m us t  put in 130 hours per  
m on th  in o rd e r  to get the m a x im u m  
g o v e rn m en t  relief. It was included 
by congress  as a p a r t  of the law 
upon reco m m en d a t io n  by WPA 
C om m iss ioner  F. C. H arring ton , and 
no r igh t  thinking persons can  find 
reason  to d isagree . The purpose  is 
m o s t  com m enda to ry .  The in c rease  
in the hours of labor was designed 
to weed out those who w ere  re c e iv 
ing WPA checks who w ere  satisfied 
to go on without any thought of 
ev e r  obta in ing  a p r iv a te  Job again. 
T h e re  is tha t  type, you know.

Congress Sought to Set U p  
A n  Honest Distribution

The ru les  tha t exp ired  Ju n e  30 had 
m a d e  it possible for som e w orkers  
to rece ive  the m a x im u m  pay  in as 
little  as two weeks of work. Skilled 
w orkers  were  being paid wages tha t 
w ere  equivalen t to the ra te s  in p r i 
v a te  em ploym ent in the a rea  where 
they were. So. som e w orkers  stayed  
on the job two weeks and had their  
m o n th 's  pay :  o thers  worked longer 
and  w ere  paid m uch less. Congress, 
the re fo re ,  tr ied  to set up som eth ing  
like an honest d is tribution and it 
d ir e c te d  tha t  everybody receiving 
th e  WPA checks had to work 130 
hours  in o rder  to rece ive  the full 
am oun t.

T here  were  som e other provisions, 
too, th a t  irked the WPA workers. 
O ne of them , for instance, m ak es  it 
n e c e s sa ry  for thc#e who have  been 
on WPA relief Jobs for 18 months, 
to tak e  a layoff of one month. T hat 
w as designed to g ive som e other 
unem ployed  person  a chance  to get 
WPA re l ie f

The th ird  big change  from  last 
y e a r  and  the e a r l ie r  yea rs  of fed 
e ra l  relief was a specification as to 
w ages  The legal language  is too 
com plex  for m e  to unders tand , th o r 
oughly . but the intention is to m a k e  
the  ra te s  of WPA w ages h ave  som e 
re la t io n sh ip  to the cost of living

where the unemployed a re  given 
WPA Jobs.

These things a re  in the law. this 
time. In prev ious yea rs ,  congress 
had been unable  to break  the grip  of 
the professional re lievers, like Har 
ry Hopkins and Aubrey Williams, 
and the ra te s  of pay and conditions 
of work w ere  de te rm in ed  largely  by 
such men. Mr Williams will be r e 
called as the m an  who said  in a 
speech to WPA w orkers  they should 
use the ir  num erica l  s treng th  politi
cally and support only those oftl 
cials who turned  loose the m ost 
money. U nder the previous system , 
the WPA w orkers  could a t tack  rules 
and regula tions laid down by indi
viduals. But now Mr. Hopkins and 
Mr. Williams a re  not in the picture, 
and a hard-boiled a rm y  officer 
heads up the WPA organization.

Strike Against Government 
Is What Confronts Country

The condition that confronts the 
country, therefore , is a s tr ike  
aga ins t  the national governm ent,  be
cause  the elected rep re sen ta t iv es  of 
the people as a whole laid down the 
rules, this time. Of course, the Con
stitution g u a ran tee s  to all citizens 
the r igh t  to petition congress. It 
does not g ran t  the right, however, 
to use force or violence to change 
the action of congress. The WPA 
w orkers  who went out on strike, 
therefore , in m y opinion, w ere  right 
close to the border  line of a serious 
offense aga ins t  the governm ent. It 
is one thing to s trike, as a union 
does, ag a in s t  an em ployer;  it is 
quite  ano ther  thing for a union to 
be organized to p e rp e tu a te  g o v e rn 
m ent cha r i ty  and to use tha t  union 
in a violent fashion as has  been done 
in this instance.

And. speak ing  of unions, there  a re  
two of th e m —riva l  o rgan iza tions— 
am ong WPA workers T here  is the 
W orkers Alliance of A m erica  and 
the W orkers League of the United 
States. The first nam ed  is headed 
by David L assce r  and the second by 
Lloyd Leith. I do not know the b a c k 
ground of e i ther  m an. where  they 
c a m e  from  or what the ir  mission 
in life m a y  be. Of this, however, I 
am  sure: very  few m en and women 
in this world of ours ever  work for 
absolutely no pay.

I wish th a t  congress  would dig 
into those two organizations nnd see 
how m uch these  ' ‘le a d e rs” a re  pnid 
and find out where  the money com es 
from. It is difficult for m e  to b e 
lieve tha t e i the r  one of them  or the 
seve ra l  dozen "field m en "  and se c 
re ta r ie s  and others  with titles a re  
such lovers of hum an ity  tha t they 
a re  not being well paid for the ir  
work. To believe tha t  these  men 
a re  em ula ting  O ur Lord to th a t  e x 
tent is s tre tch ing  m y credulity  too 
far.

W hy Is a Union Necessary 
Am ong These W orkers?

One m igh t  also inquire  quite  p rop 
erly. I think, why it is necessa ry  to 
have  a union am ong these  workers. 
I fail to see why they should sp a re  
any of the m e a g e r  funds th a t  the 
governm en t gives them  for living 
purposes to be used by union lead 
ers. Those fellows cannot do a n y 
thing to m a k e  congress  change  its 
m ind O h ' They can com e to W ash
ington — and they  do — and issue 
s ta tem en ts  and shout th re a ts  before 
congressional com m it tee s  and see 
the ir  n am es  in the new spapers ,  and 
accom plish  nothing T h a t  is. they 
get nowhere except th a t  they a re  
able to show the poor, wretched  
souls on re lief th a t  the ir  " le a d e r s ” 
a re  g rea t  " f igh te rs” in the cause

While the re  never  was a chance  
of congress  am end ing  the law and

A Barrel of Joy

Life begins in a barre l .  H ere 's  the 
la test  in fu rn itu re  for the newborn 
baby. A St. Louis hospital is dis
playing the low-cost crib  p ictured 
above. I t 's  m ad e  from an ord inary  
barre l  and costs only 60 cents  plus 
a little work.

anyone with a g ra in  of sense m ust 
recognize it. these  self-appointed, 
self annom ted sav iors  of the WPA 
w orkers did succeed  in calling 
som ething like 40,(XK) w orkers  off of 
their  Jobs in various p a r ts  of the 
country. The result was tha t those 
w orkers lost just tha t m uch m oney. 
They also ran  afoul of the H a r r in g 
ton de te rm ina tion , which m any  of 
them  did not realize was not u Hop
kins or W illiams chin. Colonel H a r 
rington p rom ptly  issued orders  that 
those who s tayed  aw ay five days 
would be rep laced , because  there  
were  thousands willing to work and 
had no jobs Obviously, tha t  brought 
a good m any  back to their  Jobs. 
Some others, however, let their  p a s 
sion and unwise leadersh ip  of their  
unions put them  in a position of 
cutting  off the ir  nose to spite their  
face.

It is to be noted, in passing, tha t  
conditions now a re  som ew hat d iffer
ent than when the policies of the 
professional re lievers  were o p e ra 
tive throughout the country. T here  
were  num erous  instances, it will be 
recalled, when Hopkins and Miss 
Perk ins , se c re ta ry  of labor, advised 
tha t  s i td o w n  s tr ik e rs  should be fed 
off of relief funds. S ta te  relief d i 
rec to rs  and s ta te  char i ty  leaders  
seem  genera lly  to have  taken a d if
ferent view of the c u r re n t  situation.

Seems There A re  Some V ery  
Stupid Local Labor Leaders

The national labor unions, like the 
A m erican  F edera t ion  of Labor and 
the Lewis organization, the C. I. O., 
c a m e  close to getting  involved In 
this picture. I do not know w hether 
the heads  of those g re a t  unions w ere  
responsible  for the genera l  a loof
ness. but they w ere  quick to explain 
tha t s trikes by any of the ir  m em b er-  
organizations in behalf of the WPA 
w orkers  were  "en tire ly  locul.”  If 
this be true, the explanation  lies in 
the fact tha t  there  m u s t  be som e 
very  stupid local Inbor leade rs  
Surely, with union labo r 's  p res tige  
a t its lowest ebb in m any  years ,  r e 
spectab le  labor unions could hard ly  
expect to gain in public e s teem  by 
par t ic ipa ting  in such ludicrous p ro 
ceedings as a s tr ike  aga ins t  the gov
e rn m en t  of the United States

N otwithstanding the gloomy 
phases  of the story  told above, a t 
tention should be d raw n  the m e a n 
while to the healthy aspec t  tha t can  
be found upon exam ina tion  of the 
c ircum stance . Consider the courage  
tha t  congress  showed In tak ing  a 
position which adm its  the ex is tence  
of ce r ta in  pa ras i t ic  e lem en ts  T h a t  
Is to say. congress  has  taken  a posi
tive s tep  tow ard  placing relief on a 
basis tha t will reduce  waste, to som e 
e x te n t  It has m a d e  som e ga ins  In 
the direcUon of sweeping out a sm all  
p a r t—very sm all,  it  is true—of the 

1 political influences th a t  h i ther to  op- 
I e ra ted  And. m ore  im por tan t  than  

the r e s t  the congress  over P resi-  
' dent Roosovelt 's  opposition, has a c t

ed to com pel g re a te r  local responsi
bility for use of public money.

by W e s te r n  l  i u u *  |
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To Brighten Aluminum.—To J Treating Tile F loors.—A b r a s iv e s
k eep  a l u m i n u m  b r ig h t  t u b  it w ith  o r  b l e a c h e s  have a t e n d e n c y  to  
any of th e  a c id  f ru i t  ju ic e s  s u c h  r o u g h e n  th e  s u r f a c e  of a t i led  floor 
a s  le m o n  o r  r h u b a r b ,  o r  let it to  th e  p o in t  w h e re  it b e c o m e s  
s t a n d  in a  r a t h e r  strong so lu tion  d i r ty  s o o n e r  F o r  g la r e d  t i le  on  
for  o n e -h a lf  h o u r .  f l i e r s ,  u s e  p la in  s o a p  a n d  w a te r .

• • • U n g la z e d  t i le  m a y  be  w a x e d  a n d
|  nc Underripe Fruit.—W hen  po lished

m a k in g  je l l i e s  d o  not fo rg e t  to u se  
f ru i t s  a n d  b e r r i e s  u n d e r r ip e  r a t h 
e r  t h a n  o v e r r ip e ,  fo r  b e t t e r  c o n 
s i s te n c y  a n d  f lavor.

• • •
B u s t  proofing Tm w  are.—T i n w a r e  

will n e v e r  r u s t  w h e n  p u t  in w a t e r  
if. w h e n  it is n ew , it is w ell  ru b b e d  
w ith  l a r d  a n d  th o ro u g h ly  h e a t e d  in 
th e  oven .

Keeping Mea t  F r e s h . —Vmegai Heavy \\ dh  F ru i t
rubbed over raw  meat will keep T h e  b o u g h s  th a t  b r u r  m o s t  hang 
it fresh. | low est .

Kooe-fkd

^  SAY KELLOGGS BEFORE 
YOU SAY CORN FLAKES

ONLY KELLOGG'S give
you  th e  world fam ous flavor 
which  has  m ad e  th e se  c r isp ,  
golden brown Hakes the largest- 
selling ready to eat cereal in the 
world!

ONLY KELLOGG'S come
to  you in the exclusive, new tyj** 
inner wrap which protect* fresh
ness and flavor in a way » t u t  
before possible/

C o t »f 19.19 |ry K ellogg  C oil

MEANS CAREFREE DR

W ! * n  your car is met lunu ally in order 
and Quaker State is in tfie crankcase. ..then 
you are a carefree motorist. For (Quaker 
Stale Motor Oil is purr . . .arid  free. lia h  
drop u scrupulously refined to j*rovule you 
with rub, fieat resistant lubei<anf. Make 
A rid -Tree  (Quaker S la te  your choice. 
Your car will run better, Last longer. (Quaker 
S«ate Oil Refining Cocp., Oil Cary, FVnna.
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It Will Fay You to Patronize Advertisers of This Paper and to Confine Your
Buying to Local Merchants as Nearly as Possible ............. ■


