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M E N  O F  T H E  W O O D S
•

W e  would sing the praises of the F orest 
Service.

H ere is one case w here the  o ften  ex ag g era ­
ted idea that governm ent jobs are “sn ap s” 
certain ly  does not hold true. W e  would not 
w ant to change places w ith the forest rangers 
in this season of the year particularly .

T h e  M id-C olum bia region is fo rtunate  in 
possessing at its three m ajor stations, F orest 
Service executives, w ho not only  thoroughly  
understand  the w ays of the w oods and  the 
duties of their offices, but are hum an beings 
of the finest sort —  gentlem en of the first 
order.

M id-w ay  dow n the gorge is a forester 
who stands in high esteem  by those w ho know  
him. Roy W eem an , D istrict R anger a t the 
Columbia G orge R anger Station, a m odest 
fellow, is one of these men who is alw ays on 
the job and  w hose job comes first. H is station 
near H erm an C reek, has become quite a show  
place for tourists along the highw ay, but 
W eem an w ould ra th e r point w ith pride to the 
greenery on the m ountain sides of his d istricts 
—a m onum ent to his constant vigil.

Senior Forest R anger A lbert W eisen d an g er 
of Eagle C reek is one man whom U ncle Sam 
has surely put in his p roper location. For 
with the public, w hether educationally  e n te r­
taining a crow d of hundreds as he did at the 
Legion Climb program  and a t various e n ­
gagem ents during the w inter months, or p re ­
determ ining their needs and  conveniences a t 
the E ag le  C reek grounds. R anger A1 is at 
his best. In his m anagem ent of the N o rth ­
w est’s most popular picnic grounds, he has 
built up a spot which A m erica has discovered 
to be “ the last w ord '' in rustic recreation sites. 
M uch of the credit for Eagle C reek 's popu­
larity  should go to him.

Efficient in handling his phase of the F o r­
est Service work, is Senior D istrict R anger 
S tanley W a lte rs  of Parkdale. H is is a great 
responsibility— guarding  the beautiful trees of 
the M t. H ood N ational Forest from the dem on 
that has laid low so m any great s tands of the 
tim ber of the west. W a lte rs ’ a rea  is not an 
easy one extending to  the region east of the 
m ountain w here rainfall is light, w here hum i­
dity is low and  w here small sparks could 
easily burst into roaring flames.

T h e  men of the forests, their assistan ts and 
the patient boys at the look-out tow ers are 
deserving fellows, and most of all they deserve 
the full cooperation of those w ho travel 
through the tim bered regions. If the public 
will abide by posted notices, if sm okers will 
desist from their puffings while traveling, and 
if cam pers will use caution w hen they build 
fires, the R angers will take care of the 
forests.

L E T 'S  T A L K  O F  T H E  W E A T H E R

R egardless of charges of cynical persons 
w ho belittle those w ho like to talk about the 
tem peratu re  and  climate, we w ould support 
those genial folks who pass the p leasan t in ­
terrogation , “ Is is hot enough for you?”

People w ho talk about the w eather are oft 
accused of assin in ity  by folks w ho pride them ­
selves on belonging to a plane of the intel- 
ligensia. N ow  w e may have had difficulty  
in m aking a reply which is any th ing  but a 
glorification of the obvious w hen we respond­
ed to the inquiry  last week about the excessive 
heat being to our liking. But nevertheless the 
frindly greeting, “ Is it hot enough for you?” 
carried  w ith it a gesture of friendship alm ost 
as w arm  as the  100-plus tem perature. It is 
a m ore inform al and  more personal salu te than  
a cold “ H ow  do you d o ” greeting which w hen 
we analize it is far m ore m eaningless than  the 
average rem ark about the w eather.

So le t’s talk  abou t the w eather. It is a l­
w ays a harm less topic. It is a lw ays a sub­
ject in common to us and  our fellow men. 
W e a th e r  conversation can go into statistics, 
rem iniscences, predictions, an d  observations. 
It is som ething which closely touches every­
one. It is one o f the few topics which s tran g ­
ers can discuss on a common plane.

So w hether w e rem ark about the  w eather as 
a casual greeting, as an in troductory  exchange 
of observations for strangers, or as a resort 
in aw kw ard  situations w here som ething has to 
be said and no o ther topic comes to mind, we 
would say m ore pow er to the person w ho talks 
about the w eather.

C O N C E R N E D  W IT H  T H E  W O R K E R

A conference w hose them e w as the w elfare 
of the w orkers w as held last w eek a t the 
Colum bia G orge  H otel, w hen personnel and  
safe ty  d irectors of two g rea t N o rth w est com ­
panies assem bled to discuss m utual problem s.

T h e  tw o com panies, C row n Z ellerbach  C o r­
poration  and  Rayonier, Inc., em ploy in each 
of their p lan ts a person w hose title is safety  
and  personnel director. T h is  d irector looks 
a fte r the general w elfare of the  w orker, not 
only  in his safety  on the job, bu t also advises 
him as to financial problem s w hich have grow n 
com plicated in a day  of w orkm en’s com pensa­
tion, social security, savings an d  investm ents 
and  life insurance.

It is assum ed that com panies taking such 
in terest in the em ployees see re tu rns far m ore 
than  com m ensurate w ith the cost of adm in­
istering, in increased production  and  im proved 
products. W e  w onder if here is the keynote 
for a solution to the p resen t-day  m odern p rob­
lem of industrial unrest. It seems th a t C row n- 
Zellerbach and Rayonier, Inc., are  pointing 
the w ay.

T H E IR  N E IG H B O R S  P A P E R

T h e  m uch-quoted W e s to n  L eader had the 
following to say last week: “T h e  Leader this
week is below par. and  we fear th a t a lotta 
good folks who borrow  their little old hom e­
town sheet while paying for dailies will figure 
it isn ’t worth w hat it doesn ’t cost them .”

A G erm an paper predicts th a t w ood will 
soon be used as food. W e  often  think of it 
in tha t light now in cutting  into some 
cantaloupe.

A nother man w e feel so rry  for is the one 
w hose wife thinks he can hang paper o r paint 
the kitchen as well as the fellow w ho gets 
paid for it.

T h e  best reducing exercise is in moving 
the head from left to right w hen asked to 
have ano ther one.

T h e  most surprising thing about M ussolini 
is tha t such a pow erful man could be raised 
on spaghetti.

THE COUNTY’S CRUSHER 
(E d ito ria l)

M uch in te re s t  w as m an ife s t 
th ro u g h o u t the  coun ty  la s t  w eek 
fo llow ing ou r an n o u n cem en t th a t 
th e  C ounty  C om m issioners h ad  
p u rch ased  a  $10,719 rock  c ru sh er. 
T he C om m issioners declared  we 
had  m isquo ted  fa c ts  and  called  on 
us to  co rrec t them . T he Sun is 
g lad  to  co rrec t an y  m is tak es  th a t  
it recognizes, b u t w e h av e  no t been 
ab le to a sc e r ta in  w here in  we have 
m ade an y  g ro ss  m iss ta tem en ts .

W e recoun ted  th a t  th e  p u rch ase  
of th e  m ach ine  h ad  n e v e r been 
d iscussed  a t  an y  m ee tin g  of th e  
co u n ty  cou rt. M inutes of th e  coun­
ty  co u rt fa il to  m ention  a  record  
of th e  proposed tra n sa c tio n . T h a t 
is th ro u g h  the  M ay m eeting . T h e  
Ju n e  an d  Ju ly  m eetin g s h av e  not 
been w ritte n  up. T he c lerk  s ta te s  
th a t  no  m en tion  is m ade in  th e  
m inu tes fo r  the  la t te r  sessions.
T he m a tte r  o f a  rock  c ru sh e r  w as 

d iscussed  a t  m ee tings o f th e  budget 
com m ittee  an d  $4000.00 w as a llocated  
fo r 1937 an d  th e  sam e  fo r  1938.

In  the  co u n ty  reco rds is a  s ta te ­
m en t m ade out on coun ty  fo rm s by 
th e  F e e n a u g h ty  M ach inery  Co., d a t­
ed M ay 14th, w hen  a p p a re n tly  i t  w as 
expected  th e  s ta te m e n t w ould be sen t 
th ro u g h . A t th e  bo ttom  it is sw orn  
befo re  a  n o ta ry  public th a t  th e  equip­
m en t w as delivered  an d  th is  da te , 
Ju ly  5th. A ttach ed  to  th is  bill is  th e  
fo llow ing n o te :

“ F e e n a u g h ty  M ach inery  Co., P o r t­
land , O regon, G en tlem en : W e hereby  
acknow ledge indeb tedness to  you fo r 
one P io n eer P o rta b le  c ru sh in g  p la n t 
in  th e  sum  o f $10,200, p lus fre ig h t 
$519.00, less a llow ance fo r Sym ons 
c ru sh e r  and  sc reen  $1,750, m ak in g  
b a lan ce  due you of $8,969.00 on w hich  
b a lan ce  w e h e reb y  p ay  you $4,000, 
by  co u n ty  w a r ra n t  an d  e n te r  in to  an  
a g reem en t to  p a y  o n e-h a lf of the  
ba lan ce  on M arch  1, 1938, th e  o th e r 
one h a lf  o f th e  ba lan ce  on M arch 1, 
1940, p lus 6%  in te re s t from  th e  d a t»  
of delivery , n am ely  M ay 14, 1938. 
V ery  tru ly  you rs, J . D. Sm ullin, 
R. W . P e r ry .”

B oth  of the above-described  papers 
w ere  p resen ted  to  C ounty  Ju d g e  E d 
S tee le  one w eek ago  la s t  F r id a y  a t  
h is  shop a f te r  th e  c o u rt had  ad jo u rn ­
ed fo r th e  day. S tee le  s ta te s  th a t  
th is  w as  th e  f irs t in tim a tio n  th a t  a  
dea l w as  in  th e  m ak ing . S teele 
s ta te d  th a t  he  w as no t in  fa v o r of 
th a t  m a n n e r  o f h an d lin g  county  
busin ess  and  re fu sed  to  sign . W ith  
th is  re fu sa l th e  com m issioners a t ­
tach ed  th e  fo llow ing note  an d  sen t 
th e  bill to  the  coun ty  c lerk  fo r  p a y ­
m e n t:

“To W . L. V annet, C oun ty  C lerk. 
“W e h ereb y  d irec t you to  d raw  a  

w a rra n t in  fav o r o f th e  F e en au g h ty  
M ach inery  Co., in  th e  sum  of 
$4,000.00, the  sam e to  app ly  on stone 
c ru sh e r  p u rch ased  from  th em  by

H ood R iv er County. Signed, J . D. 
S m ullin ; R. W . P e rry .”

T he Sun w ill h av e  to  re tra c t  its  
s ta te m e n t concern ing  th e  tra d e - in  
value  o f th e  m ach in ery  le ft in  P o r t­
land  fo r tw o y ea rs  and  th en  tra d e d  
in  on th is  deal. W e w ere  in fo rm ed  
th a t  the  coun ty  look a  loss on th is  
bu t th e  com m issioners m a in ta in  th a t  
th e  co u n ty  received  $50 m ore th a n  
th e y  paid  fo r  it.

T here  seem ed to  be som e d iscu s­
sion concern ing  o u r “m ay b e” a f te r  
th e  cap ac ity  of th e  new  m ach in e  
w hich  is now  located  a t  th e  Dee s ite  
a f te r  being  m oved from  the  Sm ullin  
p lace  la s t T h u rsd ay . W e in jec ted  
th e  “m ay b e” since it w ill p robab ly  
do th is  am o u n t easily  in  som e rock  
b u t in  som e rock  in  H ood R iv er it  
w ill not.

W h a t w e objec t to  is th e  fa c t th a t  
a  c ru sh e r  h ad  been bought, w as in  
the  county , and  th e  ta x p a y e rs  d idn ’t  
know  ab o u t it. I t  seem s th a t  a n  
ex p en d itu re  o f th is  m ag n itu d e  shou ld  
be com m on know ledge. Also, w e 
p ro te s t th e  fa c t th a t  th e re  w as no  
m ention  in  th e  C ounty  C ourt m in ­
u te s  o f th e  p u rc h a se  o f a  ro ck  
c ru sh er.

W e believe t h e  com m issioners 
should  m ak e  all such  tra n sa c tio n s  
a t  specified  m eetings. T ax p ay e rs  a re  
in te re s te d  in k n o w ing  o f su ch  pub lic  
n eg o tia tio n s an d  th e  p re ss  o f th e  
co u n ty  is g lad  to  m ak e  su ch  a n ­
nouncem ents.

W h e th e r  o r  n o t a  c ru sh e r  shou ld  
h av e  been p u rch ased  is a  d iffe re n t 
s to ry . T hose w ho opposed it  on th e  
g rounds of econom y shou ld  h a v e  
p ro te s ted  a t  th e  tim e  th e  bu d g e t w as  
d raw n  up.

B u t w e say , com m issioners, te ll us 
m ore  ab o u t w h a t you a re  doing.

Silo Silas Sez . . .
L ooking  o v e r  po litica l h is to ry , 

th e re  doesn ’t seem  to be as m a n y  
po litica l bo lts a s  in  th e  old d ay s, 
ju s t  a  few  m ore loose nu ts .

♦
A ny so rt of ra t t le  w ill qu ie t a  g irl 

baby, bu t w hen  she  grow s up she  
w an ts  it  to  be in a n  au to .

♦
W hen  a  m an  denounces, in  a  loud 

d e fia n t m an n e r, th a t  he  h a s  no 
apologies to  m ake, the  chances a re  
th a t  he ough t to  have.

♦
O ur sy m p a th y  goes ou t to  the  m an  

w ho h a s  to  s tra in  h im se lf to  live 
up  to  h is w ife ’s expec ta tions.

♦
T hey  c la im  th e  n ex t w a r  will be 

fo u g h t by insects . D idn ’t cooties 
h av e  a  lo t to  do w ith  th e  la s t one?
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