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Chief Justice Hughes

Wagner Act Upheld by the Supreme CourtFIVE history-making decisions were handed down by the Su­preme court, all upholding the va lidit> of the Wagner labor relations act and inferentially ;| broadening the in terstate commerce clause of the Consti- tution. The most im- P°rtant ruling, made 
Wm by five of the nine justices and read : by Chief Justice : Hughes, was in the case of the Jones & i Laughlin Steel com­pany and directed the reinstatement of ten discharged em­ployees. The de cision supported the constitutional basis of the Wagner act, finding it a legal “scheme” to protect com­merce from injury resulting from the denial by employers of the right of employees to organize and "from the refusal of employers to accept the procedure of collective bargain­ing.”The broad constitutionality of the act, was strongly noted by the chief justice. He declared that:“We think it clear that the na­tional labor relatiops act may be construed so as to operate within the spirit of constitutional author­ity.”Hughes defined the right of em­ployees to self-organization and to select their representatives for col­lective bargaining as “a fundamen­tal right.”Regarding the vital point of the application of the interstate com­merce clause of the Constitution, Hughes declared:

“The congressional authority to protect interstate commerce from burdens and obstructions is not limited to transactions which can be deemed to be an essential part of a ‘flow’ of interstate or foreign commerce. Burdens or obstructions may be due to injurious action springing from other sources.”
In the case of the Associated Press, concerning the dismissal of Morris Watson, a New York edi­torial employee, the court was split, 5 to 4. The majority opinion, read by Justice Roberts, held that the act does not “abridge the freedom of speech or of the press safe-guard­ed by the first amendment” to the Constitution. The court took the view that Watson was dismissed not be­cause his work was unsatisfactory but because of his activities in the Newspaper Guild, and ordered his reinstatement.Dissenting conservatives, com­prising Justices Willis Van Devan- ter, George Sutherland, James C. McReynolds and Pierce Butler, con­tended that the act should not be applied to the Associated Press be­cause its provisions violated the “freedom of the press” clause of the Constitution. They found that if the act interfered with the ability of the Associated Press to maintain a policy of impartial news reporting. It must fall under the freedom of the press guaranty.The three other cases, in each of which the Wagner act was upheld, involved dismissal of 18 employees by an interstate bus company; a dispute between th e  Fruehauf Trailer Company of Detroit. Mich., and the United Automobile Workers Union; and a dispute between the Friedmann - Harry Marks Cloth­ing Company of Richmond Va., and Amalgamated Clothing Workers. In the bus case the decision was unani­mous; in the others the division was 5 to 4.

C. I. O. Men Shoot Several 
Foes in Galena, Kan.O RGANIZERS of the Internation al Union of Mill, Mine and Smelter Workers, an affiliate of the C. I. O., invaded the lead and zinc field of Kansas, Oklahoma and Mis­souri and were forcibly resisted by the “blue carders” of the Tri-

State Metal Mine and Smelter Work­ers’ union, which the C: I. O. says is a company union. The latter dis­mantled the C. I. O. offices at Picher and Treece and then moved into Galena, Kan., where they paraded. As they reached the C. I. O. head­quarters one of the marchers smashed a window. There was a burst of gunfire from the building and at least eight men and one lad fell wounded.Leaders of the blue card union say nearly every miner in the region belongs to it, that they are draw­ing higher pay than ever before and are interested only in keeping conditions as they are and in an opportunity to work.The C. I. O. has started a cam­paign to organize the 270,000 em­ployees of the American Telephone and Telegraph company, the largest corporation in the United States. Local unions are to be chartered by the United Electrical and Radio Workers of America. Promotional literature is being distributed.

British cargo ships on the high seas. The cabinet, it was said, decided to continue to withhold the granting of belligerent rights to Franco but regarded the blockade of Bilbao as a special case since Franco’s forces surround the town by sea and land. Six British ships had been waiting at St. Jean de Luz and one at Bayonne, unable to land food car­goes at Bilbao because of the pres­ence of Franco’s warships.

Drive Against Communism 
Started by the K. of C.IT IS the opinion of the Knights of Columbus that communism is re­sponsible for sitdown and other strikes in the United States and Canada, and that national organiza­tion of 600,000 Catholic men there­fore has started an “endless cru­sade” against what it terms “the most damnable organization in the world.” The program was launched officially by 400 delegates of coun­cils in the New York district and will be carried on all over th e  country.
Canada Motors Strike on 
Verge of SettlementM ITCHELL HEPBURN, p r e ­mier of Ontario, reiterating his determination not to permit C. I. O. representatives from the gii United States to take : part in negotiations for settlement of the strike in the General Motors of Canada ] plant at Oshawa, - W  J  promised to “call .4tgjP *¿1 out an army if nec- j a  essary” to protect the property of the corporation. Hugh 

a A Thompson, U. A. W. “  ™ A. organizer, barredPremier by Hepburn, threat- Ilepburn ened that every Gen­eral Motors plant in America would be closed unless the Oshawa strike were settled soon with recognition of the union demands. Homer Mar­tin, president of the U. A. W. A., called Hepburn a number of un­pleasant names. The Toronto Trades and Labor Council pledged the sup­port of its 40,000 members to the union’s strike against General Mo­tors.Notwithstanding all this, it ap­peared likely at this writing that the trouble at Oshawa would be brought to an end very soon by the agreement of General Motors of Canada to recognize the United Automobile Workers and to increase the wages of its employees. To some unbiased observers it seemed that Premier Hepburn had inter­vened in the affair unnecessarily or at least prematurely, and that his blustery language was not war­ranted, since the strike was being conducted in a fairly orderly man­ner with no threat of a sitdown.
British Navy Ordered to 
Protect Merchant Ships
G r e a t  Br ita in  will respect the blockade of the northern Spanish port of Bilbao established by General Franco, Fascist leader. But her navy has been given or­ders by the cabinet to protect to the fullest extent all British ship­ping outside the three mile limit. The huge battle cruiser Hood and other warships were sent in a hurry to the Bay of Biscay, and orders were given to open fire on any Spanish vessels interfering with

Farmers Must Pay More
to Raise 1937 CropsACCORDING to the Department of Agriculture American farm­ers will have to pay more to raise their crops in 1937 than they did last year. Farm labor will cost more. Seed prices already have ad­vanced sharply, and feed prices will be materially higher than in 1936.The department said farm wage rates will continue the “slow rise of the last three years” due to an increase in both the nonagricultural and agricultural demand for labor. Farm wage rates are now the high­est since 1931.The department forecast that “production and sales of farm ma­chinery during 1937 probably will exceed those of 1936—which were the highest since 1930—and equal the 1925-29 average, especially if crop conditions are more nearly normal.”Fertilizer sales and prices, it was said, probably will average “some­what higher” than in 1936.
Trans-Atlantic Air Service 
Soon to Be RealizedT RANS-ATLANTIC air service between the United States and Great Britain may be expected to start almost immediately, for the last obstacle in its way was re­moved by an agreement with Can­ada concerning routes through the Dominion.Assistant Secretary of Commerce J. Monroe Johnson announced that two routes through Canada had been made available for trans-At­lantic flying craft that will make a total of four trips a week. One route is by way of Shediac, N. B., and the other through Montreal. The hop- off point for eastward flights over the ocean would be from Bottwood, N. F., which also would be landfall on the westward flights.Johnson said that under the agree­ment British and United States planes would make two crossings apiece weekly.
Fascism Is Defeated 
in Belgian ElectionBELGIAN Fascists were badly de­feated in an election which was admittedly a show of Fascist and anti-Fascist strength though it was only for one seat in parliament. The voters flatly rejected Leon Degrelle, foe of Premier Paul Van Zeeland, the former obtaining only 69,242 votes as against 275,840 for Van Zee- land. The Fascists there are known as Rexists and were backed by the Flemish nationalists.
Prime Minister Baldwin 
Will Soon Quit OfficeFREQUENT reports that Stanley Baldwin would soon retire from the post of prime minister of Great Britain were confirmed by him in a speech to the members of his con­stituency at Wor­cester. It is expect­ed he will quit office almost immediately after the coronation of King George VI on May 12, and there seems little doubt that his suc­cessor will be Ne­ville Chamberlain, now chancellor of the exchequer.In his Worcester Baldwin said: “It is far better to go when people may still think of you as perhaps not incompetent in your work than to stay until they know before you do that you are becoming incompetent.
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“In a democratic country the prime minister is not only the head of a government, but he is the lead­er of a party and the leader of the house of commons. To carry on that tripartite task for many years beyond the age I have now reached is, in my belief, beyond the strength of human nature.”The prime minister’s long service to his country will be rewarded by elevation to the peerage.
Senate Hits Sitdowns but 
Spares the President
IN ORDER to get the Guffey coal control bill through the senate without an amendment condemning the sitdown strike, Majority Leader Joe Robinson prom­ised to permit con­sideration of a reso­lution carrying sim­ilar condemnation, but when it was pre­sented and adopted, by a vote of 75 to 3, it was not a joint resolution, w h i c h  would require the signature of the _President. That was HH Lu. ;■ .A 
what Senator Me Sen. Robinson Nary and others wanted, but Robinson said it must be concurrent, because he would not put Mr. Roosevelt in the posi­tion of having to indicate his posi­tion on the sitdown strike by either signing or vetoing the measure.Besides declaring the sitdown strike “illegal and contrary to sound public policy” the resolution as adopted took a double slap at the employers by also declaring:“That the so-called industrial spy system breeds fear, suspicion and animosity, tends to cause strikes and industrial warfare and is con­trary to sound public policy; and “That it is likewise contrary to sound public policy for any em­ployer to deny the right of collec­tive bargaining, to foster the com­pany union or to engage in any other unfair labor practice as de­fined in the national labor relations act.”
Senator Lewis Urges 
New Peace ConferenceSENATOR JAMES HAMILTON LEWIS of Illinois told the senate that he believes the time has come for President Roosevelt to call an international peace conference that would revise the treaty of Ver­sailles. He said the object of the conference would be to reach a “new disposition that might content the nations that are now in revolt and which continue in conflict be­cause of the affront and injury they feel was worked upon them under the terms of the treaty.”The senator asserted the popular­ity of Mr. Roosevelt abroad would lend much to the success of such a conference.
Spending of 4 Billion on 
Water Projects Urged
Ex p e n d it u r e  of more than four billion dollars on a long range water program affecting 118 drainage basins was recommended by the national resources committee in a bulky document submitted to President Roosevelt.The report advocated the im­mediate undertaking of one group of projects estimated to cost 1 billion 720 million; asked a later start on another group expected to cost 1 billion 54 millions, and relegated to an indeterminate date the com­mencement of a third list involving 1 billion 400 millions.
Italian Editor Accuses 
France and RussiaTHAT France and Russia are flagrantly violating the Spanish civil war neutrality agreement by sending aid to the Madrid govern­ment is the charge flatly made by Virginio Gayda, Italian editor who is generally regarded as voicing the views of Premier Mussolini.Gayda said 25 officers of the French general staff were mapping the strategy of the loyalists espe­

cially on the front northeast of Ma­drid, and that transshipment had been permitted through France of much war material made in the United States. He alleged that Ed­ouard Daladier, French minister of war, is receiving reports on the per­formance of the new 155 millimeter (6.1 inch) French guns sent to Spain and used extensively in the Guada­lajara battle.The Spanish steamer Mar Negro, Gayda declared, was en route to Valencia from Odessa, Russia, with a cargo of munitions of war for tha Spanish government.
Farmers Rout Sitdowners 
From Hershey PlantTHREE hundred sitdown strikers at the plant of the Hershey Chocolate corporation at Hershey, Pa., were overwhelmed and driven out by a mob of thousands of irate farmers and loyal workers of the company. The farmers were en­raged because the strike had cut off their market for $10,000 worth of milk daily. They and the non­strikers were armed with clubs and bricks and the strikers were treated roughly.Gov. George H. Earle of Pennsyl­vania ordered an investigation and declared formally:“The bloodshed at the Hershey plant was a disgrace to the com­monwealth. The blame lies direct­ly on the sheriff of the county, who said he did not need the assistance of the state police to maintain or­der. Precedent decrees that local authorities must ask the state’s as­sistance before it intervenes.“The state police will not be used to suppress union labor. Neither are they interested in the sit-down prob­lem. They will prevent mob rule. Apparently the sheriff was not an unbiased law enforcement officer in this case.”
Minnesota Senate Scores Gov. Elmer A. BensonMOVING back again to the West, we find Elmer A. Benson, Farmer-Labor governor of Minne­sota, involved in labor troubles that might conceivably result in his im­peachment. About 200 members of the “people’s lobby” staged a sitdown in the senate chamber at St. Paul for the purpose of enforc­ing their demands for immediate ac­tion on the gover­nor’s relief plan.Benson had previ­ously spoken to the crowd, telling them “it is all right to be a little rough once in a while” in dealing with the legislature, and the lawmakers were exceedingly re­sentful. The governor, after one day and night, persuaded the dem­onstrators to leave, telling them they had done a good job.

On regaining possession of its chamber, the senate put through a resolution condemning the gover­nor for “inciting people to riot” and failing to perform his lawful duties to “quell and quiet the mob.”While there was no serious talk of impeachment, the report was current that the senate resolution was drafted deliberately as a pos­sible basis for such action.
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One Supreme Court Bill 
Passed by the HouseT HE house of representatives passed, 122 to 14, a measure ad­mittedly experimental, designed to speed Supreme court decisions on the constitutionality of acts of con­gress. It embraces one of the phases of the President’s court program.The bill provides that whenever the constitutionality of an act of congress is drawn in question in any suit in a federal court, the attorney general is permitted to appear and present arguments on behalf of the government. The attorney general is given the same rights as a party in the suit.


