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Supreme Court Packing
Controversy Increases

W ITH only iour votes in the 
negative, the senate  passed 

the Sum ners house bill for voluntary 
Suprem e c o u r t  

ju stices a t  the age 
of seventy  on f u l l  
pay. The four who 
opposed the m eas­
ure to the las t were 
B ridges of New 
H am pshire, Bulow 
of South Dakota, 
Johnson of Cal­
ifornia and M oore of 
New Je rsey . During 
the debate  Senator 
Johnson declared  
th a t “ a Suprem e 

court justice who would re tire  a t 
this p a rticu la r tim e, by v irtue of 
the b a it tha t was held out to him, 
would not be the sort of individual 
for whom 1 would have the g rea test 
resp ec t.”

The re tirem en t bill was favored 
by the P residen t but, as  Senator 
P a t M cCarren said , was not a part 
of M r. Roosevelt's bill for en large­
m ent of the court. The controversy  
over the la tte r  m easu re  grew  m ore 
b itte r  day by day and to the su r­
p rise  of the adm inistra tion , it was 
found th a t it was likely to be de­
feated  in the house. Therefore the 
m ajo rity  leaders decided to let the 
senate  act first. In th a t body the 
decision rested  with some twenty- 
five senato rs who had not yet an­
nounced their position.

Mr. Roosevelt stood firm in his 
de term ination  to force the bill 
through congress, and announced 
he would deliver a radio speech in 
its defense on M arch 9, the day 
before the one set for the s ta rt 
of senate jud iciary  com m ittee, h ear­
ings on the bill. The P residen t de­
nied a report tha t he wbuld m ake 
a tour of the country in behalf of 
his plan.

Senator George of Georgia, D em ­
ocrat, stepped into the fighl with 
an assertion  that the Suprem e court 
en largem ent proposal is a rep u d ia ­
tion of the p a rty ’s 1936 p latform  
pledge that it would seek a c larify ­
ing constitutional am endm ent if it 
could not a tta in  its social-economic 
w elfare program  by legislation.

In defense of the m easu re  various 
m em bers of the cabinet and heads 
of federal agencies began a speak­
ing cam paign.

Vidal Quits as Head of 
Air Commerce Bureau

EUG EN E VIDAL has resigned as 
d irec to r of the federal a ir  com ­

m erce  bureau  and says he will r e ­
en te r p riva te  aviation. His conduct 
of the bureau  has been subjected  
to m uch critic ism  at tim es and a 
com m ittee  headed by Senator Cope­
land of New York has recom ­
m ended the reorganization of the 
bureau . Recently the bureau  and 
rep resen ta tives of the a ir  tran sp o rt 
industry  have differed sharp ly  over 
causes of the series of m ajo r a ir 
c rashes.

V idal’s successor is Prof. F red  
D. Fagg  of N orthw estern university  
law school. He becam e associated  
with aviation during the w ar when 
he served as a second lieutenant 
with the ninety-second aero  squad­
ron in F rance. After the w ar he 
re tu rned  to the United S tates and 
specialized in a ir law. His a ssis t­
an t in the bureau will be M aj. R. VV. 
Schroeder, also of Chicago.

Hughes and Jean Batten 
Get Harmon Awards

THE International League of Avi­
a to rs announced in P aris  that 

How ard Hughes, the wealthy A m er­
ican speed flier, and Miss Jean  
B atten  of New Zealand had been 
aw arded  the H arm on trophies as 
the outstanding m an and woman 
in aviation for 1936. Hughes' land 
plane records it. flights across the 
U nited S tates won the honor for 
him , and Miss B atten was rew arded 
for her spectacu lar solo flight

re tirem en t of

Sen. Johnson

across the  south A tlantic ocean.
The league aw arded  the special 

H arm on hero  m edal to Je a n  Mer- 
moz, F rench  a irm ail pilot who dis­
appeared  w ith his crew  a fte r  m ak ­
ing tw enty-four crossings of t h e  
south A tlantic, ca rry ing  m ail t  o 
South A m erica.

E rn s t Lehm ann, chief pilot of 
G erm any’s ocean-flying Zeppelins, 
was voted the world cham pion d ir ­
igible pilot, and E rn s t D em uyter, 
Belgian, world cham pion for spher­
ical a irc ra ft.

Louise Thaden w as voted the out­
standing w om an flier in the United 
States, and is was announced tha t 
P residen t Roosevelt would p resen t 
trophies to h e r and Hughes.

Farm Experts Approve
AAA as Co-ordinator

T H R EE specialists in ag ricu ltu ra l 
econom ics have been studying 

the modified A gricu ltural A djust­
m ent adm in istra tion  as it  has op­
era ted  in rela tion  to such im portan t 
products as wheat, cotton, hogs and 
tobacco and their report, published 
by the Brookings institute, says it 
is a desirab le  addition to the n a ­
tion’s econom ic institutions.

The report concludes th a t a p e r­
m anent ad justm en t agency should 
prove useful as a cen tral co-ordinat­
ing body, or board  of stra tegy , for 
an occupational group composed of 
sm all and loosely organized o p era t­
ing units such as in agricu lture . It 
recom m ends the continuance of the 
federa l agency in o rder to assis t 
farm ers in ad justing  their industry  
to changing technical and com m er­
cial conditions and to cushion the 
shock of d isasters  such as drouth 
and flood.

As for crop insurance, the belief 
is expressed tha t a system  of a ll­
risk  insurance under governm ent 
sponsorship would prove financially 
sound and beneficial to fa rm ers  if 
p rem ium s and indem nities could be 
kept on a true  ac tua ria l basis. It 
insists, however, th a t crop insur­
ance should not be m ixed up with 
the ever norm al g ranary  proposal.

To the whole ever norm al g ranary  
idea in general the Brookings report 
is unfavorable.

“Peace Before Colonies,”
Eden Tells Ribbentrop 
JOACHIM  VON RIBBENTROP.

G erm an am bassador to London, 
had a heart-to-heart talk  with For-

Joachim  von 
Ribbentrop

eign Secretary  Anthony E den about 
G erm any’s desire to 
get back som e o f 
her lost colonies, and 
was told plainly that 
a t p resen t British 
public opinion w a s  
aga inst such res to r­
ation. M oreover, 
Eden said, the ques­
tion was not one for 
B rita in  and G er­
m any to settle  alone 
but could only b e 
dea lt with by t h e  
League of Nations.

According to inform ed sources, 
the foreign secre ta ry  then went on 
to declare tha t before G reat B ritain  
even could consider retu rn ing  the 
re ich ’s colonies or yielding League 
of Nations m andates over form er 
G erm an overseas possessions, t h e  
security  of Europe m ust be estab ­
lished by a general accord.

Eden said  the question of raw  
m ate ria ls  for G erm any was one in 
which all the g rea t powers who 
had control of principal raw  m a­
te ria ls  were in terested . In this con­
nection, he said tha t while t h e  
league should settle the colonial 
m atte r , he could envisage an a l­
ternative  m ethod o f approach 
through diplom atic channels.

President Asks State 
Soil Conservation Laws 
J  N IDENTICAL letters  to the gov- 
I  ernors of the 48 s ta tes  P re s i­
dent Roosevelt called on the sta te  
legislatures to enact soil conserva­
tion laws which would supplem ent

the federa l m easu res designed to 
lessen the ravages of floods and dust 
storm s.

Along with his le tte r the P residen t 
sent the governors a copy of a 
m odel soil conservation bill p re ­
pared  by the D epartm ent of A gricul­
ture. This provides for the o rganiza­
tion of soil conservation d istric ts  to 
ca rry  on erosion control pro jects 
with federa l aid and regulations for 
use of land.

According to the plan the sug­
gested s ta te  law s would have no 
bearing  on federa l soil conservation 
benefits, but enactm en t of sta te  
law s would be necessary  before a 
sta te  could receive any federal con­
servation funds.

Panama Canal Toll Rate 
Revision Is Proposed

ABOLITION of the dual system  
of m easu rem en t of vessels pass­

ing through the P an am a  canal was 
asked by the P re sid en t in a special 
m essage to congress, in accord  with 
a rep o rt of an advisory  com m ittee. 
Nothing definite was said  about ra is ­
ing the revenue of the canal.

The W ar departm en t recen tly  as­
sailed the p resen t dual system  of 
collecting tolls as pe rm itting  in­
equalities, m anipulations, and end­
less reductions in charges, resulting  
in losses to the U nited S tates and 
un fair advan tages to shipping in­
terests . At p resen t the canal, a 546% 
m illion dollar investm ent, is losing 
a lm ost a m illion dollars a year.

M anufacturers and o ther shippers 
of the M iddle W est have long m ain ­
tained  th a t the P an am a canal toll 
charges a re  so low th a t the effect is 
to subsidize shippers of the E a s t and 
W est because it is cheaper to ship by 
w ater from  either coast than  by ra il 
from  the M iddle West. The m iddle 
w esterners  have urged  tha t the 
ra te s  be ra ised  to give them  equal 
footing w ith seaboard  com petitors 
and also to give prom ise of am ortiz­
ing the canal investm ent.

News of the Strikes,
Sit-Down and Otherwise

HAVING v irtua lly  countenanced 
the sit-down s trike  in the case 

of the G eneral M otors controversy, 
the adm in istra tion  found itse lf em ­
b a rra sse d  by th a t favorite  m a­
neuver of John  Lew is’ C om m ittee 
for In d u stria l O rganization.

Out in M onica, Calif., about 200 
em ployees of the Douglas A ir­
cra ft corporation w ent on strike and 
‘‘sa t down” in the big plant, com ­
pletely stopping work on $24,000,000 
worth of a irp lanes the com pany is 
building for the governm ent.

F inally  the s tr ik e rs  were indicted 
for conspiring to violate two old 
C alifornia law s aga inst forcible en­
try  and trespassing , and when 300 
a rm ed  deputies appeared  a t the 
plant, they  surrendered  and w ere 
taken  to Los Angeles for a rra ig n ­
m ent.

A nother big governm ent job was 
halted  fo r a tim e by a sit-down 
strike of em ployees of the E lectric  
Boat com pany a t Groton, Conn., 
which is building subm arines for 
the navy. There, however, the local 
and s ta te  police soon ev icted  the 
tre sp asse rs  and a rre s te d  them , and 
the re s t of the em ployees, a large 
m ajority , resum ed work.

Sit-down strikers  in the p lan t of 
the F anstee l M etallurgical corpora­
tion a t N orth Chicago, 111., who de­
fied court eviction orders, were 
routed by a force of deputies and 
police arm ed  with te a r  gas guns and 
w ere a rres ted  for contem pt of court. 
Also taken into custody w as the 
strike  leader. M ax Adelm an, who 
had fled to W isconsin. The strikers  
and their friends insisted they would 
prevent the reopening of the plant 
by strong picket lines and the cor­
poration obtained an injunction 
against such procedure. The sheriff 
said he was p repared  to deal with 
any ac t of violence. This is another 
C. I. O. strike, and G overnor Horner 
of Illinois gained no glory in his 
efforts to settle  it.

Among the m any  strikes in the 
D etroit d is tric t w as one of 150 em ­
ployees, m ostly  girls, of the largest 
Woolworth store  in D e tro it They 
planned to extend the strike  to all

o ther units of the com pany there, 
m eanw hile keeping the big store 
closed by the sit-down m ethod.

Ja p a n  had two strikes th a t a t  a 
d istance seem ed am using. A large 
num ber of geisha girls struck  for 
collective bargain ing  and “ sat 
down” in a tem ple on top of a m oun­
tain. Then the m erchan t m arine  offi­
cers em ployed by the Nippon 
Yusen K aisha, la rg e s t Jap an ese  
shipping com pany, struck  because, 
when the em pero r was review ing 
the fleet last' October, the com ­
pany did net o rder the ra is ing  of 
the national flag on all its vessels. 
This, said  the officers, was an in­
sult to the em pero r and the n a ­
tion, and they dem anded a n 
apology.

Congress Gets Billion 
Dollar Housing Bill

SENATOR ROBERT F . WAGNER 
of New York and R epresen tative 

H enry B. S teagall of A labam a in tro­
duced sim ultaneously in the senate 

and house the ad­
m in istra tion  bill se t­
ting  up a p rogram  
for the construction 
of hom es fo r ‘‘fam i­
lies of low incom e.” 
U nder the  m easu re  
the governm ent m ay  
lend to s ta te  or local 
housing au thorities 
$1,000,000,000, from  
Ju ly  1, 1937, to Ju ly  
1, 1941, the m oney 

Sen. W agner for ^ ¡g  pUrp0se to
be ra ised  by bond issues and the 
loans to be superv ised  by a new 
departm ent, the United S tates Hous­
ing au thority . To supplem ent the 
loans congress is asked to app rop ri­
a te  $50,000,000 to be paid in out­
rig h t g ran ts . The loans are  to b ear 
in te res t a t not less than  the going 
federa l ra te  and a re  to be payable 
over such a period, not to exceed 
60 years , as the au thority  m ay  de­
term ine.

The four y ear p rog ram  calls for 
the construction of 375,000 fam ily  
dwelling units a t  an average  cost of 
$4,000 a unit. W agner and Steagall 
insisted  tha t the bill called for ‘‘de­
cen tralization .”

Start of Bonneville Power 
Sale Asked by Roosevelt

O PE N  w arfare  by the govern­
m ent on p riva te  power in te r­

ests will be s ta r te d  soon if the rec ­
om m endations of P residen t Roose­
velt to congressional leaders  a re  
acted upon favorably . In le tte rs  
to Vice P residen t G arner and 
Speaker B ankhead, the P residen t 
urged tha t p rom p t action be taken  
to provide for the sale of e lectric  
power from  the $51,000,000 Bonne­
ville p ro ject on the Colum bia riv e r 
in Oregon; and he in tim a ted  this 
m ight be taken  as the fo rerunner of 
a national pow er policy. The re c ­
om m endations w ere in accord  with 
a report from  the com m ittee on n a ­
tional power policy and also w ith 
the position M r. Roosevelt took in 
♦he controversy  with Dr. A rthu r E. 
M organ, TVA chairm an , who fa ­
vored co-operation w ith existing 
power com panies and consideration 
for their investm ent.

Non-Operating Railway 
Brotherhoods Ask Raise 
FO L L O W IN G  the exam ple set by 
"  the five operating ra ilw ay  bro th ­
erhoods—engineers, firem en, con­
ductors. tra inm en  and sw itchm en— 
the sixteen non-operating b ro the r­
hoods, with a m em bersh ip  of 800,- 
000, have voted to dem and w age in­
creases averaging  30 cents an hour.

Ex-Navy Officer Sentenced 
to Prison as a Spy 
I  OHN S. FARNSWORTH, former

J  lieutenant com m ander in the 
United S tates navy, who had  p lead­
ed guilty to charges of conspiring 
to sell naval secre ts  to Jap an , was 
sentenced by Ju stice  P roc to r in the 
D istrict of Colum bia court to serve 
from  four to tw elve years  in prison.

Farnsw orth  held him self rig id  as 
the judge leveled an accusing finger 
and denounced him  as the p e rp e tra ­

to r of a crim e ‘‘ab h o rren t to every 
good citizen:” He coughed as though 
he w ere holding back  sobs when 
the judge s te rn ly  told h im  he w as 
being sentenced “ as a w arn ing  and 
d e te rren t to o th ers .”

Blockade of Spain Not 
Entirely Successful

PLANS for the com plete blockade 
of Spain by the  o ther E uropean  

pow ers, in o rder to s ta rv e  out the 
civil w ar, m et with difficulties ow ­
ing to the bringing  up of points in­
volving the national honor of 
F ra n ce  and R ussia. The F ren ch  
m ade  certa in  objections to the land 
p a tro l and the R ussians to the sea 
patro l.

The Spanish loyalists w ere m a k ­
ing a despera te  effort to  cap tu re  
Oviedo, w here the in su rgen t g a r r i­
son w as a ttacked  by dynam ite  

) throw ing B asques. The defenders, 
num bering  about 12,000 m en, w ere 
h a rd  p ressed  and it seem ed im ­
possible th a t re lief forces could 
reach  the city  in tim e to save them . 
In the M adrid  sector, too, the rebels 
w ere getting  the w orst of it, for the 
governm ent forces w ere about 
read y  to m ake a m ass  a ssau lt on 
P inzarron  hill from  which the 
F ran co  a rtille ry  has been shelling 
the M adrid-V alencia road.

Sec Wants Speculation by 
Exchange Members Curbed

IN ORDER to curb “ unw arran ted  
speculation” by m em bers, all 

securities exchanges a re  asked to 
adopt certa in  regulations suggested  
by the securities and exchange com ­
m ission. The proposed ru les would 
pu t exchange m em bers on the sam e 
trad ing  basis  as the genera l pub­
lic. T hey would have to put up the 
55 p e r cent m arg in /req u ired  of o ther 
securities pu rchasers , and would 
be requ ired  to do this by 5 p. m. 
of the day  of purchases.

In  announcing the com m ission’s 
step, C hairm an  Jam es  M. Landis 
told rep o rte rs :

“ This p rocedure is in accordance 
with a p lan  of the com m ission to 
give the exchanges the opportunity 
to regu la te  the trad in g  activ ities of 
th e ir  own m em bers. This course, 
which has been adopted by  the com ­
m ission on previous occasions, will 
allow g re a te r  flexibility in the ad­
m in is tra tion  of the ru les and will 
p e rm it m inor adap ta tions to the va­
rious exigencies of individual ex­
changes. While the responsibility  
for the enforcem ent of these  ru les 
will thus lie w ith the exchanges, 
the com m ission will observe both 
th e ir enforcem ent and th e ir  ef­
fec tiveness.”

Dr. Townsend Convicted of 
Contempt of House

D R. FRANCIS E. TOWNSEND, 
the e lderly  C alifornian who de­

vised  the  old age pension plan  
bearing  his nam e, w as found guilty  

of contem pt of the 
house of rep re sen ta ­
tives b em u se  he re ­
fused to testify  be­
fore  a house com ­
m ittee  th a t w as 
investiga ting  h i s 
schem e las t spring  
and “ took a w alk” 
out of the com m it­
tee room . The v e r­
dict, rendered  by  a 
ju ry  in the D istric t 

Dr. Townsend of Colum bia court, 
m ade the doctor li­

able to a sentence of one to tw elve 
y ea rs  in ja i l  or a fine of fro m  $100 
to $1,000, or both. Judge  Peyton 
Gordon de fe rred  sentence until he 
could pass on a m otion fo r a new  
tria l.

Tow nsend seem ed ra th e r  to wel­
com e the verd ict, saying he had 
expected it, “ Lord bless you, I ’ll 
be all the m ore ac tiv e ,”  he said  
when asked w hat effect a conviction 
would have on his m ovem ent. “ I 
th ink it will be the general opinion 
th a t I have been the v ictim  of an 
in justice. Our organization will be 
spu rred  to g re a te r  efforts.”


