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Clark, Wheeler Attack 
President’s Court Plan 
* |  'HOUGH P resid en t Roosevelt 
-*■ persis ted  in his intention to force 

through  congress his m easu re  to 
“ re fo rm ” the federa l jud iciary , 

law -m akers who 
have been his w arm  
supporters  a re  com ­
ing out one by one 
in hot opposition to 
his plan to pack the 
Suprem e c o u r t .  
Among them  are  
Senator B ennett C. 
C lark of M issouri 
and Senator Burton 
K. W heeler of Mon­
tana, both leading

Senator C lark D em ocrats. They 
studied the schem e 

carefu lly  before issuing their s ta te ­
m ents. The announcem ents of these 
m en was scarce ly  oiTset by a radio 
address by A ttorney G eneral H om er
S. Cum m ings, dutifully defending 
the P resid en t’s plan.

Senator C lark said  he was en tire ­
ly in accord  with the m inor pro­
posals in Mr. Roosevelt’s schem e, 
but was to tally  unable to agree  with 
the provisions for packing the Su­
p rem e court. He continued: “The 
conclusion is unescapable tha t to 
increase  the court a t one tim e by 
the increase of an additional two- 
th irds of its p resen t m em bersh ip  
is to pack the court with reference 
to a p a rticu la r  situation and p a r­
ticu la r litigation now pending or 
to be im m edia te ly  pending before 
it.

“To m e it seem s a rad ica l and I 
unnecessary  change in our whole 
system  of governm ent, w ithout the 
subm ission to the people in the 
proper form  of an am endm ent to 
the Constitution. Therefore I shall 
vote against tha t portion of the P re s ­
ident’s proposals.”

Then cam e Senator Wheeler, s ta l­
w art radical, with a s ta tem en t 
which it was reported  he m ade pub­
lic over the p ro tests of the White 
House. He said in part:

“ I am, alw ays have been, and i 
will continue to be opposed to the I 
usurpation of legislative functions \ 
by the courts; I am , have been, and 
will be opposed to usurpation of leg­
islative and jud icial functions by the 
executive branch  of the govern­
m ent.

“ The issue is: How are  we going 
to prevent in the fu ture this u su rp ­
ation of the legislative power by 
the courts? Shall we a ttem p t to 
coerce them  by packing the court 
with six new m en? If we do add 
six new m en to the court does it 
co rrec t the evil? Or is it m erely  a 
tem porary  expedient? . . .

“ If this adm in istra tion  can in­
c rease  the Suprem e court to m ake 
it subserv ien t to its wishes, an ­
o ther H arding adm in istra tion  can do 
the sam e thing.

“ There is nothing dem ocratic,
progressive, or fundam entally  
sound in the proposal advanced by 
the adm in istra tion .’

A ttorney G eneral Cum m ings ad ­
vanced these two reasons for sup­
porting the P re si­
den t’s proposal:

New blood should 
be injected into the 
jud ic iary  in o rder
th a t the Constitution 
sha l1 be construed 
in keeping with the 
changing needs p ro ­
duced by new com 
plexities of national 
life.

The congestion of 
dockets in the feder- <,on-
al courts is largely  * um m ings
due to the inability  of aged and 
infirm  judges to perform  their share  
of the work.

Investigation has shown, however, 
th a t the second reason is unsound.

Com m enting on Mr. C um m ings’ 
speech, Senator G lass of Virginia 
sa id : “ I th ink it ind ica tes that the 
country is in infinitely g re a te r  need 
of an a tto rney  genera l than  of add i­
tional judges on the S uprem e court

or of jud ic ia l wet nurses for six of 
the p resen t m em b ers  of the court.” 

Senato r M inton of Ind iana de­
fended the plan in a rad io  address 
but probably  did it m ore h a rm  than 
good, for he frankly  adm itted  the 
purpose of the adm in istra tion  is to 
change the personnel and views of 
the Suprem e court, in o rder that 
P resid en t Roosevelt’s New Deal 
p rogram  will be held constitutional.

World Is Preparing 
for Another War

ACCORDING to a survey  m ade 
by the Foreign  Policy associa­

tion, the world expenditure on a rm s 
and a rm ies  in p repara tion  for w ar 
has m ore than  doubled in the last 
two years, reach ing  a record  height 
of $11,000,000,000 in 1036 alone. The 
cost of a rm am en ts  in 1934 was $5, 
000,000,000.

Soviet R ussia in both years  is ac­
cred ited  with the lead in the spend­
ing for m ilita ry  purposes, its m ili­
ta ry  budget for 1936 reaching  al­
m ost $3,000,000,000. But the g rea t­
est increase  in the course of the 
two years  was recorded  by G er­
m any whose trem endous re a rm ­
am en t p rogram  has ra ised  the G er­
m an m ilita ry  budget to seven tim es 
its 1934 level. It is estim ated  as 
spending $2,600,000,000 in 1936.

In G erm any, Ja p an  and Ita ly  the 
proportion of the national incom e 
going to unproductive m ilita ry  p u r­
poses has reached  “ a la rm ing  fig­
u re s” and m any other countries 
have “ stra ined  their financial re ­
sources,” the report declares.

Indiana Auto Workers 
Appeal to President
\ / I E M B E R S  of the United Auto- 

mobile W orkers s tirred  up a 
rio t in Anderson, Ind., th a t resu lt­
ed in the in ju ry  of severa l men, 
and G overnor Townsend responded 
to an appeal from  the sheriff of 
M adison county by sending N ation­
al G uardsm en to m ain tain  order 
and keep outsiders from  entering  
the county to ag g rav a te  the trouble. 
Thereupon Victor R euther, a leader 
of the U. A. W., sent a telegram  
to P residen t Roosevelt calling for 
"d ire c t in tervention” and dem and­
ing the lifting of the m ilita ry  re ­
strictions “ so tha t union m em bers 
can becom e free m en aga in .” In­
form ation from  Anderson indicated 
the union m en w ere d irec tly  re ­
sponsible for the disorder.

Schuschnigg Favors Return 
of Hapsburg Dynasty
R E S T O R A T IO N  of the H apsburg 

dynasty  in A ustria was openly 
advocated by Chancellor Kurt 
Schuschnigg, who com m itted  his 
governm ent party  to that proposi­
tion. He in tim ated  tha t a plebis­
cite would be held to decide the 
question.

The chancellor asserted  that in­
creasing  official support would be 
given to the cam paign to place 
A rchduke Otto of H apsburg again 
on the throne which his fa ther, the 
E m p ero r K arl, “ tem porarily  re ­
nounced” N ovem ber 11, 1918. The 
archduke is twenty-four years  old.

Schuschnigg gave no hint of the 
n a tu re  of the prospective plesibscitc 
on the resto ra tion  question. Consti­
tutional au tho rities  pointed out that 
the head of the s ta te  is elected by 
the m ayors of A ustria. Opinions 
dilTered as to w hether the m ayors 
would be com peten t to reca ll A rch­
duke Otto a t this junctu re .

British Destroyers Fire 
on Spanish Rebel Plane
SIX bom bs w ere dropped by a 

plane, supposedly a Spanish in­
su rgen t craft, close to two B ritish 
destroyers ofl the coast of Algeria. 
The w arsh ips, which w ere not dam ­
aged. drove aw ay the plane with 
gunfire. The B ritish  governm ent 
a t once lodged pro tests with the 
F asc is t au thorities.

V alencia, the tem porary  cap ital 
of the loyalist governm ent, was

shelled by an insurgent w arsh ip  and 
m any  persons, m ost of them  wom ­
en and children, w ere reported  
killed and in jured. The city is 
packed  with refugees and the civil 
population was panic-striken by 
the bom bardm ent.

A few days previously a F asc is t 
w arsh ip  shelled B arcelona, cap ita l 
of the autonom ous sta te  of C ata- 

i Ionia, and the C ata lans w ere fully 
m obilized to m eet the th re a t of se­
rious a ttack  by F ra n co ’s forces.

!■ I —

Wallace’s Solution of 
the Farm Problem

SOLUTION of the fa rm  problem , 
as devised by ag ricu ltu ra l lead- 

| e rs who have been in conference 
with S ecre tary  W allace, is based on 
Mr. W allace’s ever-norm al g ran a ry  
plan. It would opera te  on these 
four stages:

1. Soil conservation paym ents 
would be continued until production 
balances dem and.

2. When a surplus in any com ­
m odity is grown, the governm ent 
would o iler fa rm ers  loans a t m a r­
ket prices for sto rage  of the com ­
m odity in bins.

3. If the surplus continued, soil 
benefit paym ents for rem oval o f  
acreage  from  cultivation would be 
increased .

4. Should surpluses incease to 10 
o r 15 per cent above dem and the 
governm ent would im pose taxes on 
excess production to force acreage  
reduction.

Officials said  no definite plan of 
taxa tion  has been worked out.

General Motors Strike Is 
Settled by Compromise
BOTH sides m aking concessions, 

the G eneral M otors s trike  cam e 
to an end in w hat G overnor M urphy 
of M ichigan called 
peace .” O perations 
of the g rea t corpo­
ration  had been p a r­
alyzed for 43 days, 
and the losses to it 
in business and to 
w orkers in wages 
have been im m ense.
P a rtly  through the 
skillful efTorts o f 
J a m e s  F. Dewey, 
ve te ran  federal la ­
bor conciliator, John 
L. Lewis, head of 
the C. I. O., and o ther union leaders, 
and the officials of G eneral M otors 
w ere persuaded to m odify the defi­
an t stands they had m ain tained  
through eight days of negotiations 
in D etroit, and the governor was 
enabled to announce the settlem ent.

U nder the term s of the ag ree ­
m ent:

1—The corporation recognized the 
union as the collective bargain ing  
agency for those em ployees belong­
ing to the union.

2—The corporation and the union 
ag reed  to com m ence collective 
bargain ing  negotiations on F eb ru ­
a ry  16.

3—The union agreed  to end the 
s trike  and evacuate  all p lants occu­
pied by strikers.

4—The corporation p rom ised  t o 
resum e operations in a ll s trike­
bound or idle p lants “ as rap id ly  as 
possib le.”

5—All em ployees a re  to re tu rn  to 
work without d iscrim ination  against 
strikers .

6—The union agreed  th a t pending 
negotiations there  will be no other 
s trik es  or in terference with produc­
tion.

7—D uring existence of the collec­
tive bargain ing  ag reem en t contem ­
plated. all opportunities to negotiate 
shall be exhausted before any other 
strike  or production in terference is 
a ttem p ted  by the union.

8—A fter evacuation of p lan ts the 
corporation agreed  to d ism iss the 
injunction proceedings s ta rted  by 
the corporation  aga in st the union or 
any m em bers in F lin t, Mich.

S ecre ta ry  of L abor Perkins, 
whose own efforts to end the strike 
w ere futile, w as highly gratified by 
the se ttlem ent. She gave out a 
s ta tem en t p raising  the leaders on

“ an enduring

John L. Lewis

both sides for th e ir  give and take  
sp irit and com plim enting  G overnor 
M urphy on his success. P robab ly  
considerab le  c red it should be given 
P resid en t Roosevelt, who kept con­
s tan tly  in close touch with the s itu a ­
tion and talked  with the conferees 
by telephone from  the W hite House.

Jim Farley Banqueted 
by 1,600 Democrats

HEA DED by P resid en t Roosevelt 
and Vice P re sid en t G arner, 

1,600 D em ocratic  governm ent offi­
cials, s ta te  com m itteem en  and 
p rom inent figures in the w orlds of 
business and sports honored Jam e s  
A. F a rle y  with a banquet in W ash­
ington. M r. G arn e r w as m a s te r  of 
cerem onies and called  the ro ll of 
distinguished guests by sta tes. Mr. 
R oosevelt m ade a speech, which 
w as c a rr ie d  to the country  by radio.

Navy Cannot Get Bids 
for Steel It Needs

D OMESTIC m an u fac tu rers  pe r­
sisten tly  refuse to offer bids on 

the steel th a t the navy needs for its 
w arship  building p rog ram . P re s ­
ident R oosevelt w ants to know why 
this is, and so fa r  he has found 
out th a t the W alsh-Healy govern­
m ent co n trac t law  is to blam e. T hat 
ac t requ ires  th a t a ll m an u fac tu rers  
filling governm ent o rders  in excess 
of $10,000 shall com ply w ith m in i­
m um  w age and m ax im um  hour 
s tandards.

Since the ac t becam e effective 
la s t yea r, the navy has advertised  
for bids on 25,000,000 pounds of steel 
but has been able to p lace o rders 
for only 7,000,000 pounds.

Spokesm en for the N avy dapart- 
m ent ind icate  no fu rth e r  bids 
would be asked until the industry  
has reco rded  its position or unless 
the L abor d ep a rtm en t m oves to re ­
lax  the labor s ta n d a rd  provisions 
of the law.

President’s Trade Treaty 
Power Is Extended

T HE house passed  and sen t to 
the senate  a resolution ex tend­

ing .or th ree  y ea rs  the P re sid en t’s 
power to negrM ite  trad e  trea tie s  
with foreign nations irresp ec tiv e  of 
congressional approval. Some D em ­
ocrats voted aga in st the  m easu re  
and w ere applauded by the little  
body of R epublicans. The revo lters 
w ere led by W. P. C onnery of M as­
sachusetts , who hails from  a textile  
city, and J . M ark Wilcox of F lo rida, 
whose d is tr ic t is noted for its vege­
tables. Both said  the opposition 
was based  on com plaints from  their 
c o n s titu e n ts ..

Great Plains Drouth Plan 
Laid Before Congress

CONCLUSIONS of the g rea t plains 
drouth  com m ittee  w ere laid  be­

fore congress by P resid en t Roose­
velt, the rep o rt being accom panied 
by a special m essage  in which the 
P residen t urged  the developm ent of 
a “ new econom y” in the v as t a rea  
betw een the Alleghenies and t h e  
Rockies to save the region f r o m  
the effects of fu tu re  drouths. The 
whole m atte r , said  M r. Roose­
velt, dovetails into the proposed six 
y ea r public works p rogram .

The g rea t p lains com m ittee  sug­
gested for the federa l governm ent:

1. A ten y e a r  p rog ram  of addi­
tional investigations and surveys.

2. Continued acquisition of land 
in range a re a s  with rehab ilita tion  
as the objective.

3. M easures to increase  size of 
fa rm s too sm all for efficient opera ­
tions.

4. D evelopm ent of w ater r e ­
sources.

5. R esettlem ent w ithin and w ith­
out the region.

6. Com pensation to local govern­
m ents w here federal land acquisi­
tion resu lts  in shrinkage of the local 
tax  basis.

7. Control and erad ica tion  of in­
sect pests.

8. Exploration  of possib ilities for 
developing o ther resources, such as 
vast lignite deposits to provide a l­

te rn a tiv e  occupation  fo r som e of the 
people in the a rea .

S im ila r action  w as suggested  for 
s ta te s  w ith the addition  of sugges­
tions for legislation to p e rm it fo rm a ­
tion of county soil conservation  d is­
tric ts , encouragem en t of co-opera­
tive  g raz ing  associations, revision 
of the  tax ing  system  to tak e  account 
of land incom e and a ss is tan ce  to 
fa rm e rs  in m eeting  w a te r problem s.

F o r  local co-operation the com ­
m ittee  suggested  crop ro ta tion , c re ­
ation  of feed  and seed  re se rv es  
aga in st d ry  years , conservation  of 
m oistu re , supp lem enta l irriga tion , 
fu ller u tilization of sp rings a n d  
wells, p lan ting  of trees  and shrubs 
as w indbreaks and flexible cropping 
p lans to p e rm it adap ta tion  of each  
season’s crop to the am ount of m ois­
tu re  in the land.

Hayashi Urges Russia and 
China to Be Peaceful

EN. SEN JU RO  HAYASHI, pre- 
m ie r and foreign m in is te r  of 

Ja p an , in a fo rm al s ta te m e n t of 
policy to the p arliam en t, sa id  his 

governm ent would 
“ pay specia l a tte n ­
tion” to the ad ju s t­
m en t of the  em ­
p ire ’s re la tions with 
soviet R ussia  and 
China, and  u rged  
those nations to 
cease th e ir  q u a rre ls  
w ith J a p a n  and try  
to c o m p r e h e n d  
J a p a n ’s position and 
a im s in E a s t Asia.

Suglyam a He called  a tten tion
to the fac t th a t 

J a p a n  no longer is bound by any 
n av a l lim ita tions tre a ty  b u t de­
c la red  “ th ere  shall be no change
in our policy of s tr ic t adherence  to  
the princip le of nonm enace and non­
agg ression .”

H ayash i’s cab inet decided  on a 
budget reduction  of app rox im ate ly  
816 p e r cent; L ieut. Gen. H ajim e 
Sugiyam a, the new  w ar m in ister, ob­
jec ted  to any cu t in  the huge a rm y  
budget, bu t it w as reduced  slightly.

Flood Control Measure 
for Seven “Authorities”

D ESCRIBING it as a flood con­
tro l m easu re , Senators Albion 

W. B ark ley  of K entucky and R. J . 
Bulkley of Ohio in troduced  a bill in 
the senate  designed to c re a te  seven 
federa l “ au tho rities”  w ith pow ers 
s im ila r to those of the T ennessee 
V alley au thority . T ogether w ith the 
TVA, these would cover the en tire  
U nited S tates. The m easu re  is in 
accordance  w ith the P re s id e n t’s sug­
gestions for regional au tho rities  to 
co-ordinate flood control, pow er, re c ­
lam ation  and rehab ilita tion  work.

As for the cu rren t flood, the  people 
in the stricken  regions w ere tu rn ing  
to the task  of rehab ilita tion . Self 
supporting residen ts of C airo  who 
had  been evacuated  w ere p e rm itted  
to re tu rn  to the city, and  m a r tia l  
law  w as lifted  from  the southern  
counties of Ohio and Ind iana . The 
levees along the lower M ississippi 
w ere standing  up well under the 
stra in .

Contributions to the A m erican  Red 
Cross flood relief fund w ere nearly  
up to $20,000,000, tw ice the s u m  
orig inally  asked.

Amnesty for Political 
Offenders in Mexico

SEEM ING LY confident th a t his 
governm ent is now safely  e s tab ­

lished, P resid en t L azaro  C ardenas 
of M exico issued a decree  g ran t­
ing am nesty  to all po litical offend­
ers, under a rre s t  for or accused  of 
rebellion, sedition or o ther subver­
sive activ ities. U nder specia l pow­
ers  given him  by congress, he 
squashed 3,841 court proceedings 
aga in st m ore than  10,000 persons 
accused of an tigovernm ent plots or 
acts.

F o rm e r P residen t Calles, who was 
exiled n ea rly  a y ea r ago, sa id  in 
San Diego, Calif., th a t he did not 
consider h im self included in  the am ­
nesty .


