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OBERAMMERGAU

"C aiaphas” of O bcram m ergau  Is a  B lacksm ith .

Prepared by N a tio n a l G eo g ra p h ic  S o c iety , 
W a sh in g to n , D. C.— W N U  Serv ice .

IT IS alw ays w ith joy  th a t 
the trav e le r, w andering  south 
through G erm any , view s the 

white flag atop  the gothic city 
ha ll of B a v a r ia ’s cap ital, M unich 
(M ünchen), for the signal tells  him 
the day is exceptionally  c lea r and 
the peaks of the Alps a re  beckon­
ing, in p lain  view som e six ty  m iles 
aw ay.

“ St. P e te r, the w eatherm aker, 
m ust be in a good mood to send so 
fine a d ay ,” say  thousands in the 
city  of M unich itself, and they head 
s tra ig h t for the m ountains.

A swift e lec tric  train , or a bus 
w hirring  over smooth roads, takes 
the trav e le r past the inviting Lake 
of S tarnberg  (W urm - See), the 
banks of which a re  studded with 
v illas and m anors. White sailboats 
g ree t him  from  the green  w aters, 
and their background is the hazy 
blue m ountains th a t loom in the 
dh tance , some 45 m iles fa r th e r  
south.

The first approach to these g igan­
tic  m onum ents of N ature has the 
em otional im pact of the im m i­
g ran t's  first glim pse of New Y ork’s 
colossal skyline. Shortly the upw ard 
journey begins, through rolling, 
verdan t hills which m ake the tra n s i­
tion gradual. Half a m ile above 
sea level, the w anderer finds h im ­
self surrounded by the g ray  peaks, 
partly  wooded m ountains, and high 
green hills which crad le  O beram - 
m ergau .

As he nears  the village, the tow­
ering  crag  of the Kofel bids him  
welcome, with its huge wooden 
cross on top. This rocky cone m ust 
have been a weird sight one night 
in 1801) a fte r lightning had struck  it, 
setting  its trees ablaze and turning 
it into an im m ense torch.

P an o ram a  of the A m m er Valley.
If the w a y fa re r’s am bition holds 

out, his feet will soon follow his I 
eyes to the lofty height, and before 
him  will unfold a panoram a of the 
A m m er riv e r v rllcy . In its m idst, 
peacefully  resting , is the village 
which tak es  its nam e from  the m e­
andering . ice-cold stream .

“ D istric t on the upper p a rt of 
the A m m er r iv e r” is the m eaning 
of O bcram m ergau . a word a p p a r­
ently  fo rm ed  w ith no consideration 
for alien  tongues.

T hree  m iles down the riv e r lies 
U n te ram m erg au , and on the oppo­
site  side a p lace called Oberau, 
giving rise  to a local tongue-tw ist­
ing pun, ak in  to “ picking a peck 
of pickled p ep p e rs" :

“ Ob e r über Jberau , oder ob er 
liber U n te ram m erg au . nach O ber­
am m erg au  kom m t, weiss ich n ich t.” | 
it goes, which m eans, som ew hat in­
effectively. in English, “ W hether 
he is going to com e to O beram m er- 
gau  by way of U n teram m ergau . or 1 
w hether lie is gouig to com e to i

O beram m ergau  by w ay of Ober- 
au, I don’t know.”

Standing in the b risk  breeze blow­
ing over the Kofel, one scans the 
irregu larly  sca tte red  town with its 
red  roofs am id g reen  crowns of 
trees. F our b ridges cut the silver 
band of the A m m er, in whose m ir ­
ro r a re  reflected the town’s ta ll­
est build ings—the church and the 
Passion P lay  thea ter.

L ittle m ore than  two years have 
passed  since the cu rta in  once m ore 
went down on th a t stage, not to 
rise  again  until 1940. The hush 
th a t se ttled  over the hall also p e r­
vaded the s tree ts  of the v il­
lage which only a sho rt while be­
fore had been resounding with the 
voices of thousands of people gath ­
ered  there from  n ear and far.

In this sequestered  B avarian  town 
som e 400,000 people, representing 
p rac tica lly  all the nations and 
creeds of the earth , rubbed elbows 
in the special jubilee y e a r  of 1934, 
when 73 perfo rm ances of the play 
w ere given.

The m em orable series m arked the 
th ree hundredth  ann iversary  of a 
trad ition  unbelievably dear to the 
village whose people for genera ­
tions have been living in in tim ate 
daily  contact with it.

Origin of the Passion Play.
The h istory  of the Passion P lay 

m ay be com paratively  young, con­
sidering tha t, even before the 
Rom an legions. Celts populated the 
valley. The B avarian  tribe p re ­
ceded the age of knighthood, whose 
m em bers, as early  as the Twelfth 
century , saw  a church being built in 
O bcram m ergau .

T raveling  m erchan ts  kept tha t lit­
tle ham le t in in tim ate  touch with 
the outside world, m aking it a th riv ­
ing com m unity. But then the Thirty  
Y ears’ w ar cam e, and the specter 
of a d isastrous pestilence began to 
lay its g rip  on the settlem ents su r­
rounding the village a t the foot of 
the Kofel.

W herever fires were seen blaz­
ing at the en trance  of towns, the 
w anderer fled in horror, lest he also 
be seized by the Black Death and 
thrown into the raging pyre.

The guards on the outskirts of 
O beram m ergau  m ust have m issed 
that lone m an who, afte r years  of 
absence from  home, yearned to be 
with his fam ily again. Nothing 
could keep him  aw ay any longer. 
Sick, he staggered  over the m oun­
tains a t night through dark  for­
ests. and, unseen by others, joined 
his d e a r  ones.

Next m orning the excited b e a t­
ing of d rum s broke the news to the 
inhab itan ts  that it had come, the 
d read  disease, and K aspar Schiss- 
ler, b ringer of death, lay dead.

The all-powerful R eaper began 
his work, and 84 persons within a 
sho rt tim e fell a prey  to him. But 
their doom incited in the village a 
sp iritua l aw akening

F rom  death  and despair rose the

Passion  Play, a m em oria l to those 
who assem bled  in the little  parish  
church in 1633, m aking  a solem n 
vow to produce the d ram a  of the 
suffering and death  of Jesus every  
ten years  if the plague should dis­
appear.

The old village chronicle tells us 
tha t it did, and th a t the y ear after, 
under the guidance of the m onks of 
the Benedictine m onastery  of near 
by E tta l, the v illagers for the first 
tim e fulfilled th e ir prom ise.

In T im e of W ar and Inflation.
F rom  1670 on, every  decade be­

held the sam e religious spectacle, 
the sam e fervor and devotion. Only 
the faces changed. E v er the P as 
sion P lay  kept growing, through 
tim es of in terdictions, w ars, and 
hardships of all kinds.

Was the m ighty w eight of a World 
w ar th a t took 70 m en perm anen tly  
from the ranks of this population 
cf 2,600 souls to do aw ay with the 
sublim e legacy handed down by 
their ancesto rs for alm ost th ree cen­
turies? True it is, 1920 rem ained  
silent and bleak. There w ere not 
enough p layers, no provisions.

But 1922 looked down on a busy 
sum m er, saw  the play s ta r t  in May 
and end in Septem ber. Once again  
O beram m ergau  w as proving fa ith ­
ful to its vow.

No G erm an  will forget those 
heartb reak ing  days of inflation and 
currency collapse, 13 years  ago, 
when one hed  to c a rry  one’s m oney 
in a satchel for the sim plest shop­
ping.

The p rincipal c h a ra c te r  then re ­
ceived for m ore than  th reescore  
try ing perfo rm ances the sum  of 20,- 
000 m ark s—an am ount which en­
abled him  to buy only a p a ir  of 
shoes and a few cakes of soap!

The 15,000 m ark s  given a m em ­
ber of the o rchestra  would, he 
thought, c a rry  him  a long way, p a r ­
ticu larly  if he tucked the m oney 
away in the savings bank. In a 
few days it had deprecia ted  to zero 
—and th a t w as that.

Refused a C inem a Offer.
But the p layers ca rried  on, and 

even the unheard-of sum  of one 
million dollars was staunchly  'r e ­
fused by the v illagers when they re ­
jected  a proposal to have their play 
reproduced in the m ovies, and elec t­
ed to have it continue to be w hat it 
had been from  the very  outset, a 
local d ram a  with a g rea t tradition , 
executed by am ateu rs. Only thus 
was it possible for the village in the 
shadow  of the sheltering  Kofel to 
p reserve  its quain t charac te r.

The v isitor to O beram m ergau  im ­
m ed ia te ly  notes a cleanliness and 
refresh ing  atm osphere. E ach  hom e 
a ttra c ts  him  with its tidy ap p ear­
ance and  the hospitable sp irit of 
the people.

In  sp ite  of the m acadam ized  
“ H au p ts tra sse ,” Main stree t, the 
ru ra l c h a ra c te r  has not suffered. 
Traffic jam s a re  caused by cows or 
goats ram bling  through the street, 
ra th e r than  by autom obiles.

B arisa l G uns P u z z l in g ;
F ir in g  S eem s C ontinuous

Som etim es one hears  queer 
noises, like cannon being fired, when 
in the country or by the sea. These 
a re  a tm ospheric  d ischarges, and 
a re  known as B arisa l Guns, the 
nam e being taken from  B arisal, a 
little town in Bengal, India, where 
the firing of cannon in the d istance 
seem s continuous, says a w rite r in 
the London Tit-Bits M agazine. A 
queer thing about these noises is 
tha t although a group of people m ay 
h ea r them  a t the sam e tim e, each 
m ay  be certain  tha t the reports 
cam e from  a different direction.

S im ilar sounds m ay  som etim es be | 
h ea rd  on D artm oor and on the 
shores of Lough Neagh, while on the 
Belgian coast noises like sharp  pis­
tol shots a re  located. At H illsprings. 
C arnarvon, A ustralia , v isitors oc­
casionally  hear th ree sudden high 
explosions, like escaping steam , for 
which there  seem s to be no sa tis ­
factory  cause. Scientists offer m any 
explanations for these phenom ena; 
bam boos bursting  in jungle fires, 
thunderclaps, t h e  collapsing of 
banks, globular lightning, landslips, 
subm arine  eruptions, and a ir  pock­
ets being suddenly filled. This last 
seem s to be the m ost likely theory 
of alL
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BOUGHT ADMIRATION 
IS RIDICULE

W E ARE told the occupation of 
gigolo is on the increase  in 

this country. In P aris , w here the 
idea of idle young m en selling their 
tim e to women who can pay  for it 
does not m eet our p rejud ices, es­
cort-hire has long been a comm on 
thing.

Why, it is argued , should not a 
bored, lonesom e and w ealthy m id­
dle-aged wom an take a leaf out of 
the m asculine book and buy the 
charm  of the o ther sex, o r—w hat 
m ay  be m ore im portan t to h e r—buy 
herse lf some adm iration?

M ore and m ore m en have  en­
tered  the ranks of the idle in this 
country, and of the coun try ’s wealth 
forty-one per cent is in the hands of 
women. Is it not n a tu ra l then  that 
m en should adopt the occupation of 
pleasing women, as it has been for 
centuries the occupation of women 
to p lease m en? Then why shouldn’t 
the gigolo flourish?

I ’ll tell you why, m y friends. And 
th a t en tirely  a p a rt from  the ques­
tion of m asculine inclination or dis­
inclination for th a t p a rticu la r  way 
of earn ing  a living.

The reason is sim ply th is: that
women are  not so m uch addicted  as 
m en to fooling them selves! And 
people who can get p leasu re  from 
a social or sex  rela tionsh ip  for 
which they have to pay m ust be 
willing to fool them selves.

The m iddle-aged m an  whose m ir­
ro r tells him  plainly th a t his good 
points lie ne ither in h is looks nor a 
devastating  charm , m ay  rea lly  en ­
joy having a blond baby doll tel] 
h im —for a price—th a t he’s “ just 
gorgeous” and “ I ’m  crazy  about 
you.” But to enjoy th a t he m ust 
be able to fool him self. And m any 
of him  a re  em inently  able to; they 
have had generations and g en era ­
tions of p rac tice  a t fooling them ­
selves in th a t way.

But not so w ith wom en. A wom an 
of w hatever years  and dim ensions 
undoubtedly enjoys dancing with a 
young Apollo with the winged feet 
of M ercury. And she would enjoy 
m ore his appearing  to enjoy danc­
ing with h e r—and telling h e r th a t 
she is “ gorgeous” or “ rav ish ing” 
(I believe the gigolo is m ore subtle 
than the baby  doll)—if w ay back 
in h e r own m ind there  w ere not tha t 
insisten t voice telling  h e r th a t 
bought adm iration  is ridicule, and 
th a t bought ga llan try  is an ugly 
thing. In o ther words, she cannot 
fool herself.

H ere and there  one or two of her 
m ay  fool them selves, ju st as a l­
ways, here  and there, some m en 
could not be fooled. B ut the num ­
ber of exceptions in the case of 
wom en a re  h a rd ly  enough to foster 
the grow th of such a m asculine oc­
cupation, even if our m en w ere 
willing.

© B e ll  S y n d ic a te .— W N U  S e r v ic e .
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THE FA RM ER AND HIS W IFE 
ARE IN D ESPAIR

THE fa rm er who owned the big 
barn where the ra ts  had  lived 

was puzzled. A fter a few days he 
becam e sure th a t there  w asn’t a 
ra t  left in the big barn . He knew 
that they had all m oved to the 
farm house. They had been bad 
enough when they  had lived in the 
big barn , bu t they  w ere ever so 
m uch worse living in his house. He 
knew th a t ra ts  did not m ove like 
this w ithout a cause. This m ean t 
th a t they m ust have been d riven  out 
of the big barn , and who or w hat 
could have driven them  out was 
m ore than the fa rm e r  could guess. 
F o r years  he had  tried  to get rid  
of the ra ts  there  and h ad n ’t been 
able to. Now suddenly they  had 
deserted  the big -barn  and  taken 
possession of his house.

“ I w ish,” said  the fa rm er, “ I 
could find out w hat drove those ra ts  
over here. Then perhaps I could 
use the sam e m eans to d rive  them  
out of the house.”

“ I wish you could,”  rep lied  his 
wife. “ I don’t know w hat w e’re  go­
ing to do. Those ra ts  a re  getting 
so bold tha t they don’t pay any a t ­
tention to m e a t all. They run 
across the pan try  floor in broad 
daylight. The only way I can keep 
food safe from  them  is in tin  cans 
or earthen  ja rs  with covers and 
they have m anaged  even to get the 
covers off som e of these. They get 
in the flour b a rre l. They have 
spoiled the m ilk; they have  stolen 
the eggs; in fact, there  isn ’t any­
thing they haven’t got into. They 
keep m e aw ake nights by  theii 
squealing and racing  about througt 
the walls. T hey 're  getting  so bold 
that I 'm  actually  a fra id  of them .”

So the fa rm er set all h is traps. 
He set trap s in the a ttic  and in 
the pan try  and in the woodshed. He 
put poisoned ftiod w here he was 
sure the ra ts  would find it. But it 
was all in vain. Those ra ts  had 
learned all about trap s, and the 
g ray  old leader of them  had

learned  to be suspicious of food 
left w here it was easy  to get. He 
w arned the o ther ra ts  not to touch 
this food. The fa rm e r  blocked up 
the holes in the p an try  walls, bu t 
as fast as he blocked them  up the 
ra ts  gnaw ed new ones.

So it w as th a t the fa rm e r  and his 
wife w ere in despair. Do w hat they 
would, they couldn’t ge t rid  of those 
ra ts . The ra ts  got into the ce llar 
and stole vegetab les. I t  got so th a t 
the fa rm e r’s wife d idn’t d a re  go 
down to the cellar. She was a fra id  
of being b itten  by a ra t, and you 
know the b ite  of a r a t  is often 
poisonous.

©  T. W. B u rg ess .— W N U  S ervice.

Mr. Jacob  E p s te in 'w ith  his half- 
length bust of Haile Selassie, fo r­
m er em pero r of E thiopia, which 
he will include in his p rivate  ex­
hibition in London. The bust u  m 
bronze.


