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the ancien t fam ily tree  of the trad i­
tional trad e  fair. This new and 
dazzling era  began In 18S1 with 
tha t g rand  daddy of fa irs In the 
m odern m anner, the London C rys­
ta l P a lace  exhibition, officially 
opened by Queen Victoria and 
P rince A lb e rt Since then, m any 
crow ned heads and presidents have 
seized such opportunities to com ­
bine official business with seeing 
the sight«.

After London s ta rted  the world's 
fa ir fever, It sp read  through E u­
rope and N orth A m erica with 
am azing rap id ity , with Isolated 
cases croppl: ' up all over the world 
from  M elbourne, A ustralia, to Se­
ville, Spain. Within 83 years Paris 
has had seven im portan t expositions 
and rep o rts  another planned for 
1937, estab lish ing  a world record 
for w orld 's fairs. London follows, 
with a score of five It is often diffi­
cult to  decide w hether a busy in­
d u stria l exposition or a big centen­
nial ce lebration  is a w orld 's fair.

T here a re  few set rules for play­
ing the exposition gam e, although 
an in terna tional agreem ent on the 
subject has been discussed and 
stauding com m ittees exist in most 
E uropean countries. Almost any oc­
casion now is considered legitim ate 
excuse for a w orld 's fair. Rio de 
Jan e iro  staged  one to celebrate the 
cen tenary  of B razilian  Independ­
ence in 1922, A ntwerp to com m em o­
ra te  B elgium ’s century  of inde­
pendence in 1930, and B russels in 
honor of the cen tenary  of Belgian 
ra ilro ad s In 1933.

T ran sp o rta tio n 's  Big P a rt
Indeed, the la tte r seem s symbolic 

of the tendency of the 83 years of 
fa irs—aw ay from  the early  arts 
and c ra fts  and tow ard the accom ­
plishm ents of science, especially in 
the serv ice  of transporta tion . In 
1851 the only transporta tion  exhibit 
sent to the exposition from  the 
United S ta tes was an artificial leg! 
But a t the Chicugo Centennial in 
1933 34 m odes of transporta tion  con­
stitu ted  a m ore extensive display 
than did the exhibit of any one state 
or nation. T here Is no wonder, how­
ever, th a t fa irs  recognize transpor­
tation as Im portant, since fa irs are 
becom ing bigger and be tte r and 
m ore frequent largely because of 
the ease  with which they can be 
reached.

The w orld 's fa ir today, with its 
bew ildering m ix tu re of am usem ent, 
education and com m ercialism , is 
som etim es hard  to distinguish from 
its m ore w orkaday relative, the in­
terna tional trad e  exposition for ad ­
vertising  purposes, such ns the In­
terna tional Petroleum  exposition in 
Tulsa, Okla. The w orld 's fa ir is a 
sporad ic celebration, however, and 
thus differs from  tho perennial in­
du stria l exhibition, like those of the 
B ritish Industries  fa ir held sim ul­
taneously In London and B irm ing­
ham  every  y ea r since 1915, and the 
I.clpzlg fa irs  which have been land­
m ark s of in terna tional trade for 
700 y ea rs  and a re  now considered 
the o ldest and la rg est of the hardy 
perennials.

E ach  fa ir offers a novelty of some 
sort, like London’s original C rystal 
Palnce, Chicago’s cam el ride In 
1893 aojj It# sky-ride In 1933, or the

The Giant Monitor
The ea rth 's  giants, like the huge 

Komodo dragon, seem to be handi­
capped by their g reat size in the 
age-old struggle for survival. The 
giant m onitor is largely carniver- 
ous, feeding on m eat and eggs. 
His num bers seem  to have d im ­
inished while sm aller lizards m ulti­
plied. The size of the giant betrays 
him  to his enemies, and the moni­
tor family has a ra th e r foolish de­
fense when attacked. The m onitor, 
zoologists say. is ap t to roll over 
on his back and put the toe# of 
his hind foot io hi#

lex as  Centennial's rocket-ride; but 
lln-re Is no novelty in holding a 
fair. Always it has been " fa ir” 
w eather somewhere in the world, 
since Chinese tribesm en began to 
congregate at some convenient 
crossroads 3,000 years ago, when 
trade really m eant trade and busi­
ness was on the barte r standard. 
Ancient Greeks and their Roman 
im itators held periodic fairs g a r­
nished with gam es and some reli­
gious trim m ings

In Medieval Times
Shrewd medieval European m er­

chants reaped the rew ards of virtue 
when they all Journeyed to their 
nearest religious cen ter—and set 
up booths for a fair during a church 
festival. So general was this p rac­
tice that some languages combined 
the word 'f a i r "  with that for 
"church service." The hiring of 
servants and the settlem ent of m ar­
riage contracts were transactions 
no more out of place on prim itive 
medieval midways than the ex­
change of cattle or the sale of 
horses. Incidental m errym aking be­
cam e such a substantial factor that 
it soon set up In business for itself, 
prim ly differentiated with the term , 
"pleasure fa ir ."  One of these, the 
St. Bartholom ew's Fair, was abol­
ished in London only as late as 
1928. England retains traces of 
m any prim itive fairs, such as Goose 
F a ir and Onion Fair, while develop­
ing the more m odern trade show 
to a high degree of specialization, 
from the annual exhibition of B rit­
ish product» to an international au ­
dience with 80 different potential 
language m arkets, to the restric ted  | 
Antique Dealer*’ F air or the E x­
hibition of Acetylene, Oxy-Acety- 
Icne, and Allied Industries.

The old-fashioned fa ir to which 
products were brought, sold, and 
carted  away now is being replaced 
by the m odem  exhibition which is 
simply a huge sam ple case, where 
potential buyers m ake choices but 
not purchases. Such are the fairs 
which have m ade traveling buyers 
thrive where the vanishing traveling 
salesm en once flourished, around 
such international com m ercial cen­
ters as Leipzig. Lyons, Basle. P ra ­
ha. and Nizhni Novgorod in Russia. 
The great Hindu m arket at Hurd- 
war in India is less advanced.

The world's fair, no m atte r how 
frivolous, brings profit to its ex ­
hibitors by whetting the public’s ap­
petite for commodities to be bought 
later. One novelty introduced at the 
Philadelphia Centennial in 1876 
was Dr. Alexander G raham  Bell's 
curious machine called the tele­
phone, which carried  voices across 
em pty space for some distance but 
seemed to the fair-goers too fan­
tastic to am ount to much.

Expositions have set the style for 
everything from jew elry to hotel 
facades. The Chicago Columbian ex­
position of 1893 was responsible for 
an epidem ic of pseudo-Grecian 
architecture which supplanted the 
brownstone front throughout t h e  
United States until 1915, when the 
Moorish-Spanish buildings of the 
San Diego and the San Francisco 
fairs started  a wave of low straw ­
berry stucco structures topped with 
red-brown tiles. The Eiffel Tower, 
a t the Paris exposition of 1889, 
served as a calling card  for the 
steel construction which la ter cam e 
to stay, in m odern skyscrapers. 
Style tides turned again In 1925 
when tho P aris Exhibition of Mod­
ern Decorative and Industrial Arts 
popularized diagonal lines and non­
pictorial designs on everything 
from kitchen stoves to m irrors, 
and again when the P aris  Colonial 
exhibition of 1931 created  a vogue 
for wooden buttons and heavy jew ­
elry copied from colonial natives.

WHEN GOD HAS MADE US F R E E

I N  A fine serm on a prom inent 
A m inister tried to point out to his 
congregation their high responsibil­
ities, by telling them  th a t God m ade 
m en and women free. We are  free, 
he said, to pursue the highest desti­
ny. because God m ade us free.

And it seem s to m e that the words 
arc like a gust of fresh a ir  adm it­
ted to a stuffy room. They are  like 
the sound of beautiful m usic to one 
who has long been deafened. F or 
they in ject into the rush and tu r­
moil of our daily living a som ething 
tha t m akes us stop a m om ent and 
listen and feel and think.

God m ade men and women free, 
but do we keep ourselves free? 
That is the thought those words im ­
pel. For civilization has forged 
shackles into which m any of us too 
willingly place ourselves.

Som ew hat beyond the control of 
m any of us, of course, a re  the 
shackles of the fight for existence. 
But m any  m ore of us a re  volun­
ta rily  enslaved who cannot point 
to this necessity . T here is, for in 
stance, no enslavem ent so hopeless 
as the pursu it of p leasure, for which 
m any women give up their free­
dom for growth and satisfaction  and 
happiness. And there  a re  the petty 
little  shackles of m odem  life which 
prove strong enough to  rob many 
people of th e ir freedom . They are  
such shackles as "W hat will people 
say ?”  "K eeping up with the 
Joneses” "O thers a re  doing— 
"The things I m ust h av e .”

W hat a p ity  to subm it to such 
shackles, to p erm it ourselves to be 
held down—when God m ade us 
ree.
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BEDTIME STORY
By THORNTON W. BURGESS'

JER R Y  IS FILLED  WITH 
DISTRUST

S JE R R Y  MUSKRAT lay in his 
safe in his house, nursingAs JEL *  bod,

his S ire tad , he had tim e to do a 
lot of thinking, and he did do a lot 
of thinking. He thought of how day 
after day he had found all those 
good things to ea t a t each  of his 
favorite ea ting  places, and how 
there had not been one single thing 
to m ake him  suspicious. In fact, 
there had been every th ing  to take 
suspicion away. He began to un­
derstand  ju st w hat th a t trap p e r had 
tried  to do, and it seem ed to him  
that nothing could possibly have 
been m ore unfair.

"He tried  to m ake m e think hn 
was m y friend .” thought Je rry . 
"He knew th a t if I had the least 
suspicion th a t he w asn 't m y friend, 
I would be w atching for trap s . So 
he pretended tha t he was m y friend 
and he brought all those nice 
things to m e to ea t so th a t I would 
tru st him. I did tru s t him , and he 
knew i t  Then when he was sure 
that I wouldn't suspect him  of do­
ing such a thing he set th a t awful 
trap  for me. I 'll  never tru s t any­
body again! I never, never will! 
It 's  awful to d is tru st everybody, bu t 
after this I 'll ju s t have to .”

So Je rry  M uskrat was filled with 
d istrust. He had been so very  hap­
py there in the Smiling Pool for so 
long tha t now life seem ed hard ly  
worth while. There was no happ i­
ness in it. You see, he felt th a t not 
only could he no longer tru s t those 
who seem ed to be his friends, bu t 
he was suspicious of everything. He 
no longer dared  to freely clim b out 
of his favorite places along the 
bank. He wa3 even suspicious of 
the Big Rock. The only place w here 
he felt absolutely safe was righ t in­
side his own house.

But of course he couldn’t stay  in 
his own house all the tim e, because 
ho had to eat. Of course. E v ery ­
body has to eat. Then, too. he had 
a lot of work yet to do on th a t house 
of his to m ake it ready  for win­
ter. This m ean t th a t he had to 
travel around considerably to get 
his food and to get the m a te ria l for 
his house. But now he never went 
ashore without first looking with 
the g rea test care for signs of a 
trap.

One of the first things he did a fte r 
he got through nursing his sore ta il 
was to go to each of the places 
where th a t trap p e r had put good 
things to eat. He went there, not 
to get those good things, bu t to find 
out If there w ere trap s  there  as 
there had been on the old log. He 
found a trap  a t each place. A fter

th a t he did not go n ea r these places.
Billy Mink would have found a way 

to get all those good things to ea t 
w ithout getting  into one of the 
traps, bu t J e r ry  p re ferred  to take 
no chances. He sim ply kept away 
from  those places. Those pieces of 
ca rro t and apple w ere a te rrib le  
tem ptation , bu t he contented h im ­
self w ith his reg u la r food and tried  
to fo rget th a t there  w ere such 
things as c a rro ts  and apples. And 
even when he was hunting for his 
reg u la r food he was all the tim e 
w atching out for traps. He was so 
filled w ith d is tru s t th a t he took no 
joy in anything.
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Gondola# Were in Use in
Sixteenth Century Day#

Gondolas a re  first m entioned in 
an E leventh  cen tu ry  docum ent, and 
by the S ixteenth cen tu ry  com peti­
tion am ong th e ir ow ners in Venice 
had becom e so fierce th a t the city 
had to se t up a code of ia ir  p ra c ­
tices. In stead  of being allowed to 
a ttra c t  passengers by the b righ t 
colors on th e ir boats the gondo­
liers w ere su m m arily  o rdered  to 
paint every th ing  black, and black 
the gondolas have rem ained  to this 
day, observes a  w rite r in the Los 
Angeles Tim es.

The second fea tu re  of gondolas, 
the p ecu lia r ra ised  prow  of iron, 
has a double purpose. I t  serves to 
help balance the w eight of the gon­
dolier in the s tem , aryl it also p re­
vents his try ing  to pass under 
bridges too low to le t the lit­
tle cabin  of the vessel pass.

E ven  though Venice is built on 
117 sm all islands and even though 
one o rd inarily  th inks of getting 
about it by w ater, it is possible to 
explore the city  on fo o t I t has 
about 400 bridges, and m any of the 
canals a re  lined with stree ts. The 
m ain  com plaint of the exp lo rer on 
foot is th a t he is fo rever com ing to 
a blank wall or a canal, but he is 
com pensated by the fac t th a t the 
shops a re  to be found on these 
streets.

BUCKS AND KICKS

JJ

"W hat kind of an  engine have 
you in your c a r? ”

'A donkey engine, I guess. I t ’#


