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MEN AND AFFAIRS
AT WASHINGTON

*  National Topics Interpreted by 
★  W ILLIAM  BRUCKART ★

Washington.—With the national 
convention of the Republicans on- 

c , ly a w e e k
Seek to away, N ew

Disrupt G. O. P. D e a l  strate-
g i s t s  a r e  

bending every effort toward a pro­
gram designed to muke a knock­
down and drag-out fight of that ses 
sion. It is not disclosing any se­
cret to say that the New Dealers 
are using this weapon up to the 
hilt because disruption of the Re­
publican party would make victory 
easy for Candidate Roosevelt.

Predictions in politics always are 
perilous. Governor A lf XL London 
of Kansas seems to be in the lead 
at this time for the Republican 
nomination, but there are many ob­
servers throughout the country who 
contend that the "Kansas Coolidge” 
cannot win, and that various other 
aspirants for the nomination, men 
whose hats are in the ring, like­
wise must be counted out. This is 
to say that a feeling is growing 
that a dark horse will be nominated.

From the strictly Washington 
viewpoint, which may be different 
than elsewhere in the country, as­
tute political observers are con­
vinced that there must be a swift 
change in sentiment to keep the 
nomination away from Governor 
Landon. Yet, it must be said that 
politics is fraught with just such 
things end so it is entirely possi­
ble that the Republican nominee 
may be someone other than the 
present apparent leader in the race.

Those who feel that Governor 
Landon will be the nominee claim 
he has played his cards well. But 
others Insist that the Kansas gov- 

made a bad mistake in al- 
his name to be linked with 

Hearst faction in California.
I have heard comment that 

fact alone will defeat Gover­
nor Landon.

• • •
It has been interesting to observe 

the maneuvers of the New Deal 
strategists w i t h

New Deal reference to th e  
Strategy L a n d o n  boom.

S o m e  observers 
contend that the efforts being put 
forth from New Deal quarters in 
an attempt to discredit Governor 
Landon were being engineered be­
cause the New Deal fears Gov­
ernor Landon as a Roosevelt oppo­
nent more than it fears some of 
the other candidates for the nomi­
nation. Frank It. Kent, the Wash­
ington commentator for the Demo­
cratic Baltimore Sun, asserted that 
the New Deal activity against Lon­
don's nomination constituted "the 
best evidence c f the increasing 
probability” of the Kansas gover­
nor's nomination. Mr. Kent did not 
say that which some other In­
formed writers feel, namely, that 
the Landon candidacy would mean a 
bitter campaign on the part of the 
Roosevelt forces to re - elect the 
President Nevertheless, It has been 
Interesting to note the various 
wuys In which Roosevelt spokes­
men and Democratic publicity men 
liuve been trying to show the coun 
try thut Governor Landon is not 
the mun who should be nominated.

1 have no quarrel with these ef 
forts. It is the game of politics. 
Virtually anything goes. It is to he 
assumed that present Republican 
maneuvers will be concentrated In a 
few weeks on Mr. Roosevelt per­
sonally as the Democratic candi­
date. In fact, one hears expres­
sion# around Washington that for 
th** first time In Mr. Roosevelt's po­
litical career, he is going to be di­
rectly under fire.

Just in this connection, one can 
recall that through most of the 
New L>enl administration, criticism 
of New Deal policies and pluns, al­
most without exception, was direct­
ed at Roosevelt appointees. The 
President himself has been excep-

tionully free from the type of per­
sonal attack that frequently char­
acterizes political opposition. He 
has had absolutely none of the kind 
of criticism that occurred In the Hoo­
ver administration and was direct­
ed at Herliert Hoover, iiersonally.

So, as we look at the campaign 
picture Just ahead of the Republi­
can convention and only a month 
iu advance of the meeting of the 
LVruocrats at Philadelphia where 
President Roosevelt will be renom­
inated. without opposition in his 
own party, I tldnk it can be said 
without fear of contradiction that 
both candidates this year are going 
to be smeared personally Just as 
fast and as long as the ammuni­
tion holds out.

While we are talking about tbe 
forthcoming quadrennial couren- 

tions, tb e  tw o  
T h e  keynote shakers

KeynoLcrs naturally e n t e r  
into any discus­

sion. Senator Alben W. Barkley 
of Kentucky will do the keyuoting 
for the Democrats at Philadelphia 
and Senator Frederick Steiwer of 
Oregon will deliver the main ad­
dress to the Cleveland convention 
of the Republicans. Senator Bark­
ley was the keynoter at the Chica­
go convention when Mr. Roosevelt 
was nominated by the Democrats 
four yeurs ago and, although It is 
a subject not freely discussed, it is 
said in high places that Mr. Roose­
velt wanted the same man to do 
the job again, believing the Ken­
tuckian to be an omen of good luck.

The selection of Senator Steiwer 
was one of those things that can be 
said to be a surprise and yet not a 
surprise. He is. without doubt, a 
good man for the Job. Yet in some 
quarters there is a conviction that 
Senator Steiwer was picked by the 
so-called "Old Guard" of eastern 
Republicans. Some observers still 
hold the belief that the selection of 
Senator Steiwer was not wholly 
pleasing to the Luudon forces, but 
be that as it may, there has been 
no particular ill feeling created by 
it. i f  it represents a piece of strat­
egy by the eastern Republicans who 
were dealing with their problem by 
remote control, they apparently 
have played into tlie hands of the 
more liberal wing of Republicans. 
It is being predicted rather freely 
that the Oregon senator's keynote 
speech will lean strongly to the 
liberal side but that it will stress 
sound economics.

The best advance information ob­
tainable on Senator Barkley's plans 
is that he will devote the bulk of 
his time on the convention pl»t- 
form to a review of Roosevelt ac­
complishments in the belief that 
such a review will tnkn his presen­
tation out of the class of a "de­
fense" speech. Those with whom 
I have talked concerning the Bar­
kley speech believe lie Ins adopted 
a smart political course; that he 
feels there Is no need to defend 
anything that has hpen done and 
that the record Itself Is the thing 
upon which the Democratic party 
can muke a idea f-,r re election of 
Mr. Roosevelt.

Having observed Senator Barkley 
it. action in tlie senate for a num 
her of years, I believe I am Justi­
fied In saying that he is a square 
shooter and a fighter. In this re­
sect, lie and Senator Steiwer, the 
Republican keynoter, are much the 
same type of man.

Concerning the record of the key­
noters In the senate, each stands 
foursquare. Senator Barkley has 
consistently battled In behalf of 
the President and New Deal poli­
cies throughout Mr. Roosevelt's ad 
ministration. Senator Steiwer has 
been Just as consistent in his op­
position. Certainly, Senator Stei­
wer has been much more outspok

en against New Deal policies than 
most of his Republican colleagues, 
and much more so than Senator 
McNary.

• • •

For many months Washington has 
heard tlie plaint of business lead­

ers w h o wanted 
F e a r  to fight socialistic

*C ra ck  Down schemes and un 
s o u n d  economic 

policies gl\eu birth by New lH»al 
brain trusters but were afruld to 
do so because of “ retaliation.“ Al­
most constantly. Information has fil­
tered into Washington to the effect 
that if a corporation undertook to 
oppose New I**al plans vigorously, 
there wus danger that some agency 
of the government would “crack 
down" on them. Much of this in­
formation has been taken by Wash­
ington ohseners with a grain of 
salt but a different aspect has been 
placed on tbe situation lately.

It was in the senate that a New 
Deal Democrat. Senator tinner T. 
Bone of Washington, broke loose 
with statements that seemed to sub­
stantiate the fear voiced so fre­
quently by business. Senator Bone 
charged that there was a veritable 
and "budding OGI*U*’ organized 
within the government. The OGI*U. 
as most persons realize. Is the se 
cret spy system of the Russian So­
viet and 1 think no one in lids coun­
try has a complete know ledge of Its 
vicious character. So. when Sena­
tor Bone likened the espionage sys­
tem In our government to the 
OGi’ U, he w as making, to my mind, 
one of the most serious charges yet 
leveled at the Roosevelt admlnls 
tration.

Uf course. Senator Bone was at­
tacking this espionage system be­
cause of a feeling thut It might be 
used to coerce memiiers of congress 
and even executive or administra­
tive officers of the government who 
were opposed to plans propagated 
by Presidential advisers. Ills 
thought obviously concerned the po­
litical phases of such a s)**fem. but 
the fact that he brought the matter 
to public attention serves. In a 
measure, certainly, to substantiate 
some of the claims that business 
Interests have made.

I am unable, however, to recon 
cile Senator Bone’s position re 
specting the OGPU which he 
charged was In operation within 
the government and his utter si 
ience when ttie obnoxious senate 
lobby committee, headed by Sena 
tor Black, Democrat, of Alabama, 
engaged in the w holesale seizure of 
private telegrams. It will be re 
called that I re|w*rted In these col 
umns how Senator Black and 
agents of the Federal Communica­
tions commission went into the files 
of the Western Union Telegraph 
compuny and carried off literally 
thousands of privute telegrams. I 
was convinced then and I refient It 
now that the Black seizure was 
nothing more than an attempt to 
dig up dirt ou anybody against 
whom they could find discrediting 
Information. Yet, Senator Bone, by 
his silence, condoned that course 
only to denounce later the systems 
of go called "inspectors” »*».,] 
Secretary Ickes of the Department 
of the Interior and reputedly by 
several other agencies of the gov­
ernment. I can only hope that If 
Senator Bone's charges are true 
that the usual condition will result, 
namely, that there will he other 
spies to spy on these spies.

t  Western Xew»p«p*r Union.
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I lull's Advancement
As men in a crowd iiistlncllxely 

initk • room for one w ho w ould force 
his way through It, so mankind 
mak--* way for one who rusho* to- 
ward an object beyond them.

Always practice thrift, no matter 
how freely you sjhmuI. That is. don't 
waste money.

Nothing is more wearying than the 
“honest opinion”  of a man who 
"doesn't know.“

A man’s wife Is his ln*«*t "guide 
book on etiquette."

Beware of Idleness
Many of the wrong things men ilo 

are «lone In Idle moments i»ecau*e 
they can't think of any tiling else to 
do.

If diamonds could Is* found by the 
bushel, they would still lie ss tx-ati- 
tiflll as when they cost £.",<■« I apiece.

A word out of the dictionary 
makex a lowbrow suspicious: but he i 
pick up greedily ail the slang words 
going.

K lU S  INSECTS
ON FLOWERS mimJ  
VIG1TA81IJ ,  i  |

ALWAYS CROSS

lo  seep clean and health/ take Or. 
IM eree’«  P Im m i I P e lle ts .
liver, bowel« and stomach.

regalate

M on o to n y  O n ly  B o r t i o m t
Monotony Is better than the vio­

lence that breaks It.

I h r husSsnri rxvxrrrU *• 
•MUk.aw ey*̂ , nr» ;
frrrnt ¡cncm tente t 'r  r; 
•lu»«khnrm W • ,
buMUon <4 natural U u '.m
younrif' (..ore N itore « j
a tnal Note how r> e «L i« 
you lorhfw pai** tetter, i - 
tain no (Am d 
«  mtnml rie- 
rtTAtivre 21«c, 
ail drucxwta.
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Hens in Egg Race
to Cackle on Radio

uallas. Texas.—The hena en 
(ered In the international egg 
uying contest at the Texas Ucn 
lennlal exposition probably won't 
understand or care, but their 
nest* will be wired for sound. 
Also for publicity. The hens will 
settle to their task June 1. When 
the first egg drop* into the su 
tier-comfort able nests which the 
exposition will provide a buzzer 
will sound and an attendant will 
hurry Into the hennery with a 
microphone, and the hen'* cack 
ling will be picked up for a wait 
• ng radio audience.

M O T O R I S T S  I N V E N T E D  THIS

F IR S T  Q U A R T  ' TEST
Thousands of motorists made this discov­
ery for themselves : When they refilled tie
crankcase of their cars with Quaker State 
oil, they went farther before they had to 
add a quart. This simple test proves that 
Quaker State stands up longer. But it 
proves even more . . .  because the oil thst 
stands up is giving your motor the best 
lubrication. Try the Quaker State "Fir* 
Quart” Test yourself. See if you, too, don t 
go farther than you ever did before under 
similar driving conditions. Quaker State 
Oil Refining Company, Od City, Ta.

Retail Price . . .  354 per Quart

ty tfu u la o e  PIMPLES • BLACKHEADS' 
ECZEMA* RASH ES «ITCH IN G * BURNIN6/

FAST
y ■ r. i

U n tk
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Don’t go another day without trying the Cut‘cUJ? 
aid to akin beauty. In a week you’ll see a cn*ni" 
And as the treatments continue, you’ll be am* ^
Th* mildly medicated qualiti«-« of Cuticura 
soothing, correcting action of Cuticura Ointment 

ia th« secret.
Buy now! Soap 7%e. Ointment 

Bampl« oach FREE. Address
Cuticura/9 * w . ia. »  u . . .

CUTICURA
Dept. C, M ild «, Mass.

OINTMENT


