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Review of the History-Making Events of the Wop

By EDWARD W. PICKARD

© Western Newspaper Unlon.

Italy Takes Addis Ababa;

the Emperor Flees

MPEROR HAILE SELASSIE of
Ethiopla gave up the hopeless
fight against the Itallan Invaders
and fled from Addis Ababa with his
family, Mussolini's
victorious troops
after marched
into the capital,
the first to enter
being a picked reg-
iment representing
all units of the Jtal-
fan army, the As-
kari, infantry, ar-
tillery, air force,
engineers, grena-
diers, Dbersaglieri,
Alpini, cavalry, ma-
rines and Fascist militia men,
Their coming was welcomed by
the foreigners who remained in the
city, for as soon as the negus left,
the natives began to pillage, plunder
and burn. The business center of
the town was speedily wrecked and
the government buildings were
stormed and ravaged, these includ-
ing the treasury from which the
state’s store of gold was stolen, and
the armory. The streets were
strewn with corpses and the Ethi-
opians, crazed by liquor, rushed
about shooting at random and gath-
ering up their loot to carry it to the
hills.

Only one foreigner was reported
killed. That was Mrs, N, A, Stadin,
American wife of an Adventist mis-
sionary, who was struck by a stray
bullet. Nearly all other foreigners
were gathered In the well fortified
British legation, but American Min-
ister Cornelius Van H. Eggert with
his wife and the male members of
the staff remained in the American
compound. They were armed only
with rifles and pistols and were un-
der orders from Secretary of State
Hull not to risk their lives useless-
ly: but they were determined to
hold the legation and radio station
as long as possible,

After repulsing many attacks, this
plucky group finally evacuated the
legation.

Halle Selassie went by train to
Djibouti, French Somaliland, and
was received with all honors at the
governor's palace, The British ecruis-
er Enterprise took him to Palestine,
and later he may go thence to Eu-
rope. At first it was rumored that
the French would hold him for
a time, but later advices sald the
French and British governments
had decided that he remained a sov-
ereign and must have full liberty
of movement., The emperor told
his French hosts that his flight
was caused by the knowledge that
some of his own people were plot-
ting against him and that his loyal
troops were without food and sup-
plies.

So ends the military part of Mus-
solini's African adventure, a suc-
cess despite thé opposition of the
League of Nations and the imposi-
tion of economic and financlal pen-
alties. The duce announced the viec-
tory of his country from the cham-
ber of deputies and there was wild
rejoicing throughout Italy, It is
taken for granted Mussolinl will
set up an Amharic state in part of
Ethiopia under a puppet emperor;
and presumably Italy, France and
Great Britain will get together and
determine their respective zones of
influence in the anclent empire. The
humiliated league can do nothing
except lift the existing sanctions,
which proved futile in halting the
war. British Forelgn Minister Eden
and his fellows in the government
must admit as gracefully as possi.
ble their fallure to check Mussolin!
and get what they can for Britain
out of the African tragedy. France
probably is not sorry over the out-
come, for her opposition to the
duce’s amblitious scheme always was
balf-hearted.
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Pioneer Champion of Inland

Waterways Is Dead
AMES ELLWOGOD SMITH of St
lLouls who died the other '1‘

had de

at the age of elghty-five,

volted much of his life and fortuone
to the enuse of Inland waterwavs
transportatior He was one of the
founders and the president emeritus
f the Missiasippl Valley associa
tion
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Radicals Control French

- Chamber of Deputies

| Is 80 great

INAL elections In
complete

France pnt
control of the ehanmber
of deputles In the hands of the rev
olutlonary “Popular Front,” a coall-
tion of Communists, Soclallsts, Rad
ical Socialists and minor left wing
groups. The new chamber does not
meet until June, and the confusion
that there are fears of
chnos and financlal panle in the In-

terim. Many belleve the Popunlar
Front will be unable to form a
stable government to suecceed that

of Premier Sarrant. The lead must
be taken by the Soclalists, for they
now form the largest group in the
chamber with 146 seats. The Radl-
cal S&vialists have 115, the Com-
munists 72 and minor left parties
44. The National bloe, Including
center and right parties opposed to
the leftists, have 236 seats,
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British Lords Abolish
Trial by Peers
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