
WASHINGTON

“ Federal Triangle" in Washington.

Prepared by National Geographic Society. 
Washington. D. C.— WMU Service.

T HE annual spring rush of 
tourists to Washington is on. 
In the Nation's Capital even 

the perennial visitor is greeted 
with something new to enjoy. This 
year new buildings, recently opened, 
in and near the great triangle be­
tween the Capital and the Ellipse, 
will be a feature of a tour of the 
city.

Gaze down upon the modern 
Washington from an airplane. As 
always, the simple grandeur of the 
White House, the Capitol, the Lin­
coln Memorial and the towering 
Washington monument draw the eye 
and make the heart beat faster. But 
near them new wonders have ap­
peared.

Quietly and steadily, with so lit­
tle fuss that residents were hard­
ly aware of it, thousands of car­
loads of stone and metal—whole 
mountains in the aggregate— have 
been hauled into the city and reared 
into monumental buildings.

Acres and acres o f1 old, unsightly 
structures have been razed on Cap­
itol Hill, around its base, and along 
broad, historic Pennsylvania ave­
nue. In their place stretch parks, 
wide boulevards, or long, handsome 
housed of government 

In the angle formed by the In­
tersection of Pennsylvania avenue 
and the new Constitution avenue, 
beautiful Champs Elysees or Rue 
de RiVoll of Washington, rises a 
mighty wedge of masonry, the 
famed “ Federal Triangle,” eight 
blocks long.

In this single group is the most 
amazing collection of government 
buildings that the world has seen. 
They make their own weather. In 
hottest summer the air Inside Is 
cooled to the temperature of a fine 
spring day.

Beneath the roofs of this Trl 
angle work nearly 20,000 govern 
ment employees, about as many as 
the entire population of Batavia, 
N. Y., or Daytona Beach, Fla. Every 
day dozens of people get lost in Its 
20 miles of corridors.

Massive and Beautiful.

In sheer size the cluster of build 
ings is staggering. Even from high 
above. It is us if a dozen or more 
of New York’s tallest skyscrapers 
have been laid on their sides, 
formed into a blunted arrowhead, 
and cut and twisted to make courts 
and wings. One unit—the Com 
inerce department—is longer than 
the Chrysler building is tall.

But it is not mbrely an impression 
of bigness that one has in the wan 
dering plane. Long ranks of ma­
jestic columns, graceful arcades, a 
wide plaza, and solid rock walls give 
a beauty and simplicity that make 
these enormous newcomers tit com 
panions for the classic White House 
and Capitol.

The airplane turns, and far off 
In the distance, beyond the Cap­
itol dome, appears a gleaming white 
marble temple, comparable in beauty 
even to the noble Lincoln Memorial. 
This is the new United States Su­

preme Court building, the only real 
home of its own that the nation's 
highest court has had.

For the find time in American 
history a citizen now might gaze 
upon the separate, permanent 
abodes of the three branches of his 
government — legislative, the Cap­
itol; executive, the White House, 
and now, for the Judicial, long shel­
tered in the old senate chamber, this 
temple whose dignity and Impres 
siveness match the majesty of the 
law Itself.

Suspended in History.
As you cruise about, other splen 

did white buildings appear, new 
jewels in the familiar setting along 
the Potomac.

Beyond the Lincoln shrine the 
new Arlington Memorial bridge 
links north and south. Down the 
Virginia shore of the winding river 
a wide Appian way, the Mount Ver­
non Memorial highway leads to the 
home and tomb of the Father of Ills 
Country.

From the steps of the Capitol all 
the way down to the river, two and 
a third miles away, sweeps a broad 
stretch of tree-dotted park land. 
Gone is much of the mushroom 
growth of temporary wartime struc­
tures. Their removal gives new 
beauty to this Mall, main feature of 
the grand plan conceived by the 
Revolutionary soldier-artist, MaJ. 
Pierre Charles L ’Enfant. when he 
laid out this city with broad, sweep­
ing, prophetic strokes to be the cap­
ital of a vast country.

Hanging between earth and sky, 
you seem suspended in history, 
halfway between the past and the 
unfathomable future. How would 
the city look a hundred years hence, 
or twenty, or a thousand?

For months now. returning trav­
elers from Timbuktu or Teheran 
and pilgrimaging citizens from 
Dodge City or Dubuque have been 
pausing on emergence from Wash­
ington’s Union station and uttering 
exclamations of admiration and sur­
prise.

No wonder! Instead of ugly brick 
walls and tar-paper shacks of World 
war vintage, a splendid park cut 
by wide drives sweeps across to 
the Capitol.

The Senate Office building, ofT 
there at the left, has had Its face 
lifted—and a handsome face it now 
is, with a long row of Roman Doric 
columns. A street car line that once 
marred the scene dips discreetly un 
derground. Beneath a broad lawn 
is a subterranean garage in which 
270 senatorial cars can be parked.

Supreme Court Building.
But to look upon the latest crown­

ing glory of Capitol hill one should 
stand on the front steps of the Cap­
itol, where Presidents are inaugu­
rated, and see the new Supreme 
Court building, its beauty height­
ened by the green of trees and 
grass.

It occupies a historic site. Early 
patriots in powdered wigs foregath­
ered at a famous old hotel run by 
William TunnlelifT on this spot be­
fore the War of 1812. After the

British burned the Capitol In 1814. 
a building er*»cted here housed con 
gress until the mark# of the torch 
were erased. In Civil war times It 
was used as a military prison.

Everything about the Supreme 
court’s home is on a majestic scale

Look at those block# of marble, 
one at each side of the steps Each 
block weigh# 45 tons. They are 
two of the heaviest marble block# 
ever brought Into Washington.

The two bronze door# weigh S.OOU 
pounds apiece. The eight Corinthian 
column# are 51H feet high. The 
pediment above them catches the 
eye, not alone for It# size, but for I 
its interesting sculpture# In which , 
the features of historic or living 
men are recognised.

Inside the massive bronze por- j 
tals a main hall lined with ’M  #ta'.e 
ly column#—each made from on» 
solid piece of stone— leads to the 

| courtroom where the nine black 
robed Justice# git. At their own re 
quest the room wa* made only about 
Gtl per cent larger in floor area than 
the old Supreme court room in tic- 
Capitol. Richly colored marble col 
umns and sculptured panel# lend 
beauty to the lofty chamber. 45 fe*t 
from floor to celling.

Behind the court room are the 
quartered-oak paneled office# of the 
Justices, each of whom will hnvi 
about us much space as all had t j 
gether In the crowded Capitol. Unit 
three had offices there at all, and 
most of the members of the court 
do much of their work at home. To 
assure the Justices privacy, flic new 
building's corridors can be closed 
by big bronze gates.

The attorney general and so­
licitor general, w ho had barely space 
enough for their brief cases when 
they came to the Capitol to ap(>ear 
before the court, are provided with 
spacious office*.

In the Folger Shakespeare library, 
down the street, reposes a fine col­
lection of books and Elizabethan 
treasures, even the supposed cornet 
of Queen Elizabeth, solemnly stowed 
away In a vault and showed only 
to a chosen few.

Behind the Library of Congress 
an annex almost to double its ca­
pacity Is being built, although al 
ready it Is the largest library in 
the world, with more than 9.S400rs> 
books, pamphlets, pieces of music, 
and other items at the latest count.

Down from Capitol hill, pn#t n 
shining new House Office building 
lately reared beside the first one. 
the trail of the new Washing 
ton leads to Pennsylvania avenue.

In some of Its now vanished build­
ings—masses of rubble and ruln.-d 
walls then—the first bricks flew In 
the “bonus army” riot# of 1932.

Halfway along “The Avenue.”  be­
tween the Capitol and White House, 
there stretched off to the left |n the 
early days of the city a dreary 
swamp where Washingtonians were 
wont to shoot “ reedblrda.”

Later the swamp wa# filled in. 
and the old Center Market, dubbed 
the Marsh or “ Ma’sh" Market, was 
erected there. Five years ago, the 
ramshackle market buildings #ti!| 
occupied the spot, and thousand# 
of rats inhabited the premise# 
which had long been a cornucopia 
for them.

An energetic government hi: 
upon this location as a key point 
in Its building program. Here 
would rest the tip of the Federal 
Triangle. Wrecking operations be 
gan. Scientific Pled Pipers from 
the Agricultural department din 
posed of the rats, which at first 
devoured the workmen’s lunches.

On this unlikely site now stands 
a structure In many ways unique— 
the National Archives building.

Here for the first time |# „ 
worthy, safe and permanent home 
for the precious record# of the na­
tion, some scrawled In faded Ink on 
yellowed paper by early patriot 
hands, others punched out on mod­
ern typewriters, or even contained 
In sound motion-picture films which 
will be preserved and shown here 

To guard against deterioration— 
to keep Father Time at hay as long 
a# possible—both sunlight and nat 
ural air are barred from the archive 
storage sections, which are window- 
less.

I.fg” Convict Hoi»# Blind
Woman; Ask# for O i l  Apain

Alex (Old Peg) Hh«*d*. fifty nine, 
wooden legged e\ convict, hn* spent 
29 of the last 4«» years In iwnltentl 
arle«. Recently III fhlcagi» he robbed 
a blind woman. Witnesses rhnsod 
him. One of them cried out that be 
was the lowest o f thieves. Old Peg 
l,nlied. Shamefacedly be surren 
dered. He gave police n revolver be 
carried In a secret compartment of 
Ills wooden leg. then asked to t»e 
sent ba«k to prison.

Dr Pirrra’s llnM nt Pellet# »re the orig­
inal little liver lulls pat up ftj>r«rs »»<>. 
They regulate liver and bowel#.—Adr.

Dun# Versus Suit#
When you receive n dun. that 

mean* you are thought to hr lion 
e»t. If It weren’t so, you’d be sued.
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FIRST Q UART'
Tells the Story

Out of the experience of thousands of motor­
ists has been developed a simple method of 
comparing oil performance . . .  the "First 
Quart” Test. It is just a matter of noting 
how many miles you go after a drain-and- 
refill before you have to add a quart. If you 
are obliged to add oil too frequently, try the 
"First Quart" Test with Quaker State. See if 
you don’t go farther before you have to add 
that tell-tale first quart. And, the oil that 
stands up best between refills is giving your 
motor the sa/esf lubrication. Quaker State 
Oil Refining Company, Oil City, Pa.

R eta il Price ... 3 i t  par Q uart


