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THE STORY

C H A P T E R  I —  Se»ktns dsath by
throwing h*r»«lf from the lummll 
of Lon* Mn». to »«rap* dlshon.T. 
■ t th* hands of a drunken dwpvr- 
Ado. Sonya Sa»arm allows haraalf 
to ba rescued by bar suddenly so­
bered and repentant attacker Tba 
Kiri la a naff-appointed phyalclan 
to tba Navajo Indiana, lltrlnc oa an 
Arnona ahaap ran h with bar broth* 
ar Sara*, hia wlfa. L ila  and thnlr 
small daughter Ha la  Tor a yaar aha 
haa bann engaged to Rodnay lllaka 
waalthy Saw Yorker. but har haart 
ia wiLb tba friand'aaa Navajoa and 
aha avadaa a wadding

i

CHAPTER II — Sonya pulla Uttla 
Moon, wtfa of Two ringers. a Nava* 
Jo, through tba ertala of an lllnaaa. 
Two fingers la da*ply gratafuL

CHAPTER I1L—la tba daaorl vtl- 
la*'a shopping Sonya again meets 
tha man whoaa advances aba had
rapulaad on Lor.a Matt Ha talla bar 
ha blttarly ragrata hit action and 
baa navar had a m nula I paaca slnro 
that day Sonya la a IT act ad. but un* 
forgiving Sha haara rumora of a 
Bordar bandit El Capltan Inablo 
who cruelSaa hla “doubla-aroeaara 
and haa a dlra raputatloa as a da- 
apotlar and murdarar. vagualy con* 
«acting him with har attackar.

in#y put him up and fed his bap 
ret, and listened quietly, these 
dark, hsrd-rldln* men of cattle esatp 
sod sheep camp, while hs told them 
of Ihslr sins sod th# Hops of the 
World thst never died. How much 
o f It went to he never knew, since 
they are a silent lot. hut It *> • 
not his job to know. Thst was to 
give the Word, that only.

So now Sonya watched him. smil­
ing s Uttla In gantls sympathy, and 
recalled the stories of his good­
ness and his unbounded courage 
which she bad heard. A strange 
Uttla old man. filled with undying 
seat hla spirit a flat of evangel, 
like those amazing padres who had 
walked tha West In an earlier day, 
he commanded the respect of all 
who came In contact with him— 
the gentls. mad old Servant of tha 
Lord.

Tha tun went down entirely, and 
the vast spread of tha sandy levels 
clothed themselves In royal purple 
beyond a painters dreams. Tha 
world was a lovely placa, the 
Servant said In hla soft old voice, 
fit footstool for the feet of God. 
Thar« was no evil in It of Itaelf. 
Only man mads evlL Man, with hla 
greed and hla cruelty.

Beelcebub was abroad In the land 
— Beelsebob and hla henchman. Ha 
had seen them with bis own eyes, 
he the Servant of tha Lord In hum­
ble places. They traveled together 
by night, and danger waited on 
them, death and danger and disas­
ter. It had struck just across the 
Border In that stark form hung 
upon a croaa. It was no common 
thief who rotted there In the windy 
sun, but one who had betrayed hla 
master. Beelzebub himself, that 
master, dark and cold and wicked 
aa Infernal fire. Ha was a power 
and a force not to ba reckoned with 
or queatl-ned. Though several hun­
dred mile« lay between the Border 
and this sheltered spot, still the 
finger of the Winced One could 
reach even hare. The old man had 
seen shadows. Many shadows. 
Chief of them the Master's blue- 
eyed henchman. No good stayed 
where the Blue-eyed On# went by. 
He bad heard of him across the 
Lina last year, tha tall one with 
bronze-colored balr who waa always 
seen when disaster waa to follow. 
A  sign and a symbol of disaster, 
this tall one with the wild eyas And 
be had seen him three days back 
riding down the trail to Red Rock 
canyon on a horse of aolld gold. 
So did tba Wicked One mount bla 
folio wars.

Well, it was growing lata, and 
be was tired. Tha old were al 
qya> • tired. Bo he wnnld find bis

mangels and sleep* If bis trleo.la 
permitted.

lie  rose and bowed with a Waa 
grace, vagus remnant of aome for 
gotten time, and went n*ay toward 
tha camp ha had male with hla 
pack* and his wearv burro«, and 
Sonya Savarln sat still In every 
atom of her body with a strange 
•tlllneaa It seemed as If a hush 
log hand had been laid upon her 
spirit, something odd and sinister 
came down upon her like a cloud. 
Evil teemed to fall with the night

I
and tha old man'* words, and pres 
antly she shivered and wrapped her 
arms acroea ewch other «a If to 
shut It out. Then »h# shook her­
self and listened to Myra, who 
saying how mad tha Servant waa 
A strange old creature. Gentle and 
kind and quite quits mad. ao Myra 
thought

But Sonya thought ha »aa  some­
how akin to har In this quixotic cru 
eade against suffering. Only ha had 
added sin aa well.

And ha seemed to have a vision.
It w it  this prophetic vision, fit­

ting ao closely with her own a»n«e 
of disaster concerning certain 
things, which seemed to fall opoo 
her with ao chill a touch.

¡•¡Tie! She «aa  getting old her­
self! It was th# night and the al 
lence of tha vast country uoder tta 
great slam. What were rumors of 
a Border baodlt to bee? A dark 
renegade who crucified hla double 
croaeers! Nothing. Sha would fo r 
get tha chill It gave her. She'd 
ba all right by day

And so aha waa, vlsttlng wttb 
Myra, laughing and happy, watching 
tha Servant ride away, hla saddle 
baga bulging with Myra Little's ferv­
erous gifts of food.

Sha stayed two days at tha 
Black Sheep and left early on tha 
third, much to Myra a dlaaatlafae 
Mon. who held her hand as sha 
leaned from Darknee«' saddle and 
talked till the last minute.

C H A P T E R  IV

The Spots of tha Leopard.

AT THE home ranch Sonya found 
two alr-mall letters from Had 

ney Blake which completed her en­
tire return to tha commonplace. 
Sha smiled as ahe read them, and 
for the first time It seemed as If 
thera might be a charm or two In 
the great city ba depicted ao color 
fully.

Sha rode over to (."he# wash to sew 
Two Fingers and Little Moon th# 
next day and found the Indian wom­
an np, and about the simple mat­
ters of her hogan, her rug. and her 
family.

It gave the girl a thrill to see her 
ao. tha flash of Joy that aurh 
vindication of her work always 
brought She was poor as tha goods 
o f this world went they were all 
fairly ao. Serge and Lila and little 
Bal*. but sha felt very rich inside 
her. arrogantly rich, and sha could 
■mils up at tha blue heavens with 
a secret senna of fellowship.

So aha left her last Instructions 
with tha Uttla family at tha hogan. 
patted the cheek of tha youngest 
round-eyed child, arid rode away 
arect In her aaddlt and pretty well 
satisfied with herself and tha world 
at large.

It waa In this mood that she came 
under tha tall race of L»na Mesa.

As aha swung round IU southeast 
ern aids, ahe decided to go up. Tba 
trail, cut Into tha sheer face by 
tbosa long dead Inhabitants of tha 
puablo, went op from hers, angling 
•barply, and so atewp that noua but

tha level hea led oared to mass n  
gha waa such, and sa •  •• «*»• 
borse under her. though they h«d 
both sweated In a root dav the fir«l 
time they bkd attempted It.

It was a «Uff nod •!*»• climb, bul 
presently they gained the top and 
scrambled up through «he »mall de 
file that was Ihe aleep trails end 

As ibey »ent forward Sonya fell 
the eurge and Ihrtll aha always felt 
at tight of tha »aal reach of Ihe 
world about her apread out so far 
below. Taklug off her hat. a-’># sat 
long In contemplation, her banda 
and lbs hai reatina " »  her pouimei 

Tor a long (Ime »he «al ms then 
reined away toward the right Sha 
would clivi# tha nieaa. W»»h at tha 
sllant whlla house« with their flat 
roofs* Mill amaMngiy intact. W»k at 
tha great atone basin which waa 
nearly always sweet with water 
caught to the yearly rama

Troeeitly ahe left the ancient 
tank and went on toward tha north.

Prsesfvtljr glia LeM Ihe Ancient Tank
an# Went On Tvw lfg  tha North.

circling tha huddled house«, and was 
taming aaatward sround them whaa 
ahe stopped dead still

A bora« stood iters la tha bias 
shadow of tba silent walla and a 
mao aat oa hla taunchea smoking 
a rtgaratta. Tha horse wss golden 
aa a raw Ing.t. and tha maa was 
bronzed and lean. Tha light of hla 
bar« head short# la tha root shale. 
Ha lacked up. and Sonya looked 
down, and tba girl's eye# dilated 
with swift ascltamenL

“ So *" aha said coldly, bar 11 pa 
suddenly tight 'Ton coma her« 
again V

Tha man a rose, • singia m-.tloa
beautifully correlated.

Sonya, not conscious of what sha 
was doing, aat looking at Mat and 
presently ba looked up at haa. a 
straight look, humbla and atllL

“ I—Ilka th# mesa." be «aid. “Ha 
so high and austera. so far from— 
from everything."

At I ha contact of his glaara th« 
strango tens« feeling which this 
man a presence had cause-] at every 
meeting took hold on Sonya. It was 
not fear—It had never hems -n «r rw 
pugnanc#. any tha angrr which had 
stirred her. but a Uttla of all ah<4 
through with something which aha 
could n»t define, a sense of proph­
ecy. s forecast of destiny.

H chilled hvr within and sent a 
wave of fire a< r..*« tlM chill, and 
f><r a wild moment she felt sa If tha 
•olid rock were falling away be- 
neath her Then ahe caught herself 
together severely and lifted Dark* 
n"** ’ r* ,h, and the man »poke again, 

I’ leaae," ha said, "please, Miss 
SavsHn, don’t go away. JU 
Tight gladly "

Ha reached for the bridle of tha 
golden horse and rlrvw It to him, 
heslfiitlng.

I know l re got no right even to 
speak to you." be laid, "or look at 
you after —after tbal dvr p bgpw 
but If I was to he hung for It ueit 
•econd I couldn't help ft, And I 
don't want to cause you another 
minute's trouble or unhappiness if 
this here mesa s a favorite placa of 
jour«, m  never coma again. Don t 
«fay away yourself, ft'# too sweet 
to be lost.”

"But you’d lose It." Sonya said 
■gainst her will.

“ I d loss my right hand If It would

hel|v~ he Belli doggedly, loosing 
j.iwn and fiddllii# with hla Istlgo, 

"It in." sa til iha girl through her 
nostrils* a sharp and cynical sound 

•ft would" ha repeated, "an’ all 
you'*# s' ’• In •!•< I* set a mark to 
prova It. la thero anythin# any 
single thin# «hat a man ran do to 
prove hla word! Tell ms* and t'U 
ia  ' i "

"Who la tha bandit across tha 
Border who cruviflea hla douhlw 
Cross»rsr* cried R«*nyn Ilka a #1>»I 
and gaapwd at the eound o f her own 
words It seemed as If another pwe- 
s>n spoke them, aw wholly aulnten- 
IfcxvaJ had they been

Tha man'# eye# dashed up to here* 
and one# agala they were wild as 
any hawk a  tha black of tha pupila 
spreading over tha blua o f tha 
Irisem Rlowly the ro '»r  drained 
from hla face leavltv# H ash white 
heciMth Ms h r»«««, the Upa pals aa 
bla# milk

"11o>h1 ®—d Í" ha said and waa 
al len L

Tha girl waa alteat. too* and for 
tha firat lima ahe felt a dash of 
fasir. aa If ahe had awt la w e ll» «  
tla 'tter farce« of which al * ko»w 
tu-thlng They stared al each other 
for a asomen 1 aghsst at this thing 
which had st-run# M w «m  them, 
stark and terrible* and the« honra 
filched h»r reta, moved In har «ad­
dle recovering bhe knew aha had 
touched disaster l«J  deep for a 
woman's hand, and M.a draw hack 
Instinctively.

"No*" aha said ewtftly. "d«*o*t an­
swer. I ah»«:dnT hate asked. And 
It's ao proof, aayway. I d o t want 
proof it hat's peal la tost. I taka 
your «ford.*

Tha mas wet hla stiff lips*
“Toa d»T Da 1 I ’ » ee» what 

Tv« been trying te toll you aver 
aloro that lay that I could kUl
myself for vkal l 41-11 1 you ho

favi ever aala i„ . 
*• '> «*»»«.. Ihltg **

. v. iT L - ’ m
loinethln' Mid It. 

I  Ml «Mihla» la 
am ong WF.rse nmu 
I 11 he gelt:. t ,

1 k
'»cuori«*

. * ' * • «fi I-su. ■**her. w hrtin rf ***• <Ng
Mesa U y„u,. Rŵ V> U«

" •  W  Mg tg au J *
«*•  g'rl put 4 ,  tg
ranghi bis s i.« , ,  **4<m

N o ," she sal# - -

'  •  It «;,»
IM H  hr,. ,, ^
I h'.ow H a y,,*,

l"g. and 1 aa ., , , . 7 ? ' *
I o «  heed IL 1, „ * ^ 1
Ib . " f  Iba o «L U ^  ^  < *
mean

"T ea " said «naya. "No« that ft 
matter«* hut I d o "

Ita t- --« out a white hsndkrrvhief 
aad wtpeg hia faro* which waa 
«wasting la the high roo I wind.

"No*" ha said unateodtly, * M  
that II mattava te you liul tt d-oa 
to me* Why. t don't know, hut It 
does M»re I haa anything haa ave« 
mettervi la my ■ h»le d -d I l f »— I 
bag your tor-loa “

"Granied." «aid the gtrL TUrga
gw earn ~

"ftergefi*
-My brother"
—w «II. It matter«, and t*va apowt 

hour« alane up here and Hthe« 
piare# w ndevtng about tl and why 
It d « a  I '» «  hn wa u. man all my 
life In several r lafrtaa* and barer 
a one that atayed is my mind a 
week af'er | left her. I'm k bad 
lot. aa I told you f o f  roa* and N 
d»n't m#«o a great deal what I 
think, ona way or am ther. eaty I 
ain't ever felt m  tarry la all my 
days ever anything. I was Juaf 
wondering, when yam roda around 
th’ wall yonder "

Konya regar'#4 him «taadfty.
"tl doaa matter," abe aal<t "what 

aajoae think* and droa. N « mas 
Urea la himself al-ne. aa iha flood 
Hr» k saya T »  every man bis piar« 
aad a cariala atm -ml at tafiqenro* 
And to every man bis responsibUlty, 
too, for that Infittene«* You're p i  
Infiu»!» «. »  mew tier» for something.

"And aomrthlng'a rhangfng ta 
you." the girl went on. "there’s h en  
a change In you sinew- alnca tha 
first tine I saw y»u In y»ur face. 
1b your s|eo-h To't’re using mora 
•g s "ft the » ' -t of your w»rda fo f 
one tt.'r.g ai I »our eve* aro d if­
ferent "

" I f  the» weren't When I look St 
you Id  tw 1-iWef ihsn I am. slid 
that’s plemy low "

“*Srafi*e*t again aald Konya 
rolttily and wall bed the alow lids 
of red that swept up over his pala 
i heeha •'lini I V  »er* *art of 
rhange iii.txsr.1lv argue« changa
Inwardly I'd frost you d » H  
«MeraMe way "

lie  drew a tong 
grant aruoke and.

■dmm over tha spread of ilaaeTI
ahlmtnerltig under Ihe early after 
suo,i aun

When ha turned barb to her Kon 
J* ••# ahocked at iha look oO hla 
handantne faro, a sunken look, hag 
gard. as If soma rruel rise of the 
«pirli had suddenly beon eat opon 
It Ila amile,], for tha first timo In 
hey eiperlrnc# o f him. and nomo 
thing leaped In Honya'a heart like 
a capttre bird atroggllng to ha free. 

"Mias Savarln." ha said, "that's 
, tha sweetest and tha mietest thing

■w a ron

brew i h nf fra
turning away

Gravely I*, 
hla head wuodertagts,

U ' “ - Iw v ,
• "  J • ve  1 • . "

'  . .  Afv „  f l
Chil.t'e a * «ui f ̂  >. ^  I

• No." aald »JA
I m a physi. !»a r# W
•rat. and I r*a se. ^
Mrh aa well sa a LMy. tsaiTí
’ ! ■ • HMf < W w  r , .
tulas RJ i  *■!
do that.' ^

'No." ha said, "jro kawtl M 
Hut It d- I a.atl«r g  ^
II a too tala !.* ■»»...t ^  
yours "

• •*< " m m  iw*,«, m, ^
asti nlaf »-1 at tha \-----, j  ^
»••ne . ’l l  • never te« ist«. »  
ene a last hearttwai—«My (Ms* 

"W hai are yo« trytgr g g e .  
naked her geatly, smONg a» m : 
eye« again -"rhaag* u  mmga 
leopard» lie rarafsL fWvi (  
m- r# tr»«rh»rv»-.« Us# ^ 
Irn la r.g you tew* M u 
t m a leopard ai tauft, mm m
fierre st | w ( »t r# k SU 
te like th!« st-’ s (M a«L iw g 
mas I dost Vetro. M It n 
knew what «a «he I sa yulm 
your t re. an' rida f«r Oat mg 
trull libs ail ;• aaveaed,gatyvrtk 
righ t*

'Mayha 1 go lt * v - t  
Konya fiaahad, "hut La m  Ug 
Tai nev.r a fra li sf witüig* 

"Ne* l o *  o  Uk« • evia L-.gt g 
armor." h# aa d grsvwj 'yg 
ha ven t any nee»! l* tsar lu i 
t*>«!d ho< h jrt y .  aksa 1 nag 
Io Tour, «a 'e -v inW i g  
lima Tb’ devil biaaMf naSrt 
buri yeu *

"W ill yeu ramemtur «tat lay
that It .  never tro Lata is ftmpf 

'H I  remember." ha mH yak 
■an’ thanks Ne», gwdty at 
g’- ' l  lock always kl u Isroh’ 

ro • *Vit %
asm« to y -u*

Ha ram «d kla balta kts »d a  
be Whirled the bane um t *  
cornar of the aactsai gtm* MM 
aad did «et k» I hark, taf le* 
natene 1 te the atad kwO C fg 
late the dadle t"at W M »  
fare of Iha alear r&C

Rhe aat stiffly quiet to kW uM 
and « « •  uscio«# af • MJUp b 
mult « l ib i «  bar api«. *M  M 
aba dona* ta king harutoiMkff 
aolltode « l ib  this Mytoara«*» 
who#« lauer aalf »M  Mid <• 
unnamed aloe uhaaa *«T •• 
Store U> tba .at 1 • «•  • • « * » “» 
a portent of dlsaatart fa M i* »
past all d .Ming tbal I t o * » *  
Itine eye-1 lit.« of wham th* ^  *  
«poke In h • vagra pat»»»* M
h.nrbt an ,-f Ile.li»hU» •* 
before fro lli#  au4 *m * » » * «  
him hatred, «ho bad *  *  
her pounJ of firsh free hla >***• 
of »ba t ba bad triad *• *• 
day el lb« m»«« s f t « ‘ **• ■  
la bel with bins mrm*1 •• 
w ith o u t »  ro

Tba nail day ***' w * 1*  
tie Moon and refuaed lb# V»»*» 
to.rep pelta *b »h  Tea ftoB^^
fered ».sf ab-r.g »!*-* 
finish»! blanket eblch IM 
laid acroaa har hnoe*

Konya stroked the
appro, latlva fingere ^
head. amlHng y,

"What I did fof J*K ** 
them In N «*a )« * «“  • * " *
sen iro to tn> |>««,l,iu> —
people I bara cloaca tk» • * ( 
before Ihe Ureal *pUh L"
la well " rM»t

After a loaf alirtice T »» ^
aald. ’'i l  la «»IL  Ani1 ** ^
the Na*ajM around hrf* »■ k 
little penpMi 7a" '’ ' ^yg
soft hlai ri lo keep J°°r Bfr 
lb# »•

tlniifd ut*1


