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NEW JURY LAWS

MAY BOOST EXPENSE
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the sheriff calls to summon a woman,
whose name has been drawn to fill a
jury, she must make her decision at
once. It is a known fact that the per-
centage of women who will be willing
to serve on juries is small, and it is
very likely, when a case that calls for
six women jurors, arises, the sheriff
will be compelled to make numerous
trips and the county put to much ex-

pense, because of the attendant delays
to the entire court procedure. Hood
River county's appropriations in the
currtnt year s budget for circuit court
expenses is only $1,000. One serious
criminal prosecution may result, be-

cause of this ponderous and tardy pro-
cess of securing juries, in an increase
of this item to $10,000.

Another phase of the new women's
jury law presents itself. Let it be
supposed that from the regular panel,
drawn by the customary lot, 10 men
and two women are drawn on the jury,
and these selections prove satisfactory
to the attorneys for both sides of the

Lack of coordination on the part of
legislators in the preparation and
adoption of an amendment to tiie law
providing for a venire of juries and
the women jury law may, in case of
increased and serious criminal cases,
result in a heavy overdraft of the
Hood River county general fund before
next year. Attorneys, circuit court
officials and members of the county
court have engaged in speculation as
to just where the two inharmonious
laws may lead. The women's jury law
was referred by the legislature to the
people and adopted last June.

Under the old law the county court
at the beginning of each year selects a
jury list of 200 freeholders. Twenty
days before each term of circuit court
the sheriff selects a panel of 81 names

Christmas Seals Sales Reach Record

For the benefit of those who contrib-
uted BO generously to the Christmas
seal fund 1 wish to say that in spite of
the icarcitjf of money, bad roads, etc.,
the returns of the sale were very grat-
ifying.

We sold approximately 34,000 seals,
or $340 worth, establishing the highest
record that has ever been made in this
county. Much of the success of this
sale is due to the efforts of the chair-
men in charge of the sale in the differ-
ent districts of the county and the
hearty cooperation which we received
from the teachers and pupils of our
public schools.

To those who may not be informed
as the the use of this money, it may be
well to state that one-fourt- h of the pro-
ceeds are to be used by the Hood River
County Health Assocation and the re-

mainder Bent to State Anti Tuberculo-
sis Association in Portland.

Acting on the assumption that "an
ounce of prevention is worth a pound
of cure," the Asso-
ciation of the state, guided by its ac-

tive and efficient secretary, Mrs. Sadie
Orr Dunbar, is doing a wonderful work
in educating the people in regard to
the care of the health and the preven-
tion of disease. In all the counties
where a county nurse is employed, 14

in all including Hood River, the associ-
ation has paid the nuises' expenses of
the first three months. In this one
activity alone the splendid results of
the work done by our own Mrs. Blakely
are sufficient proof of the efficacy of
this system.

Thanking all who assisted in the fur-
ther maintenance of this great humani-
tarian work, 1 am,

Mrs. Sybil C. Lewis,
County Chairman.

Highest cash price paid for your used
furniture, stoves and rugs. Call Mel 'lain
at E. A. Franz Co. 20tl

from this list. Seven of the regular
veniremen are selected for the grand
jury, and 24 are left for general juryHARDW

case. The presiding judge then cites
them to the'provisions of the new law.
The attorneys, however, ask that the
judge proceed with an elimination of
four of the men. How will he go
about it? That is a question that
members of the local bar have been
unable to determine to their satisfac-
tion.

The necessity of applying the new
laws in conjunction, it is said, is caus-
ing great worry in every county of the
state. The amendment, pertaining to
an elimination of the special venire
procedure, as formerly practiced had
its origin in Multnomah county, where
courts desired to be free from hangers
on, who frequented the court rooms,
seeking jury service. The law, it is
said, would have served its purpose,
had it been limited to the thickly pop-
ulated jurisdiction. Applied to the
sparsely Bettled rural districts, where
citizens reside at great distances apart,
the new law will work exceeding hard-
ship and result in an unnecessary
heavy expense. It is all the more
complicated, when it is found it must
be applied in connection with the
choice of women on juries in the spe-
cial cases where they are eligible.

Masonic Dance Next Thursday

The third of a series of winter
dances of the Masonic lodge will be
held at the Columbia Gorge hotel on
the evening of Thursday, January 19.
Card tables will be provided for those
who do not care for dancing. Lunch
will be served,. Other dances of the
winter aeries will be given on the fol-

lowing dates: February 16 and
March 9.

Members of the committee in charge
of the Masonic dances are: Kent Shoe-
maker, Dr. H. 1). W. Fineo. J. M.
Culbertson, A. S. Keir, Dr. L. L. Mur-
phy and Harold llershner.

Iligliestqiinlity coal is cheapest. Utah
King Coal is hard and highest in
heat. Kmry Lumber & Fuel Co. Suc-
cessor to Hood River Fuel Co. a21tf

service in the trial of cases. Under the
old rule where the panel whs exhausted
the court was empowered to fend the
sheriff out for a special venire of at
many citizens as were needed, the
choice to be made from the general
body of the citizenship. Now, how-
ever, before the court can order such
special venire the entire jury list must
be exhausted by lot. The sheriff may,
under the amended provisions be com-
pelled to travel 25 miles to the Upper
Valley for a prospective juror, who,
when placed in the box may prove un-

qualified on the first question asked
him. The next name drawn from jury
list may be that of a man residing 20
miles away at Cascade Loclta. The
law makes it possible for the trial of
lawsuits to be drawn out indefinitely.
Indeed, the whole machinery of the
circuit court may be tied up for a day
or more while the sheriff or hiB depu-
ties seek a single juror. This delay
may proceed for several days, in case
of a serious murder trial, whtre pro-
cedure is usually formal, and where
panels of jurors are quickly exhausted
the cost may become stupendous. The
women's jury law provides that in any
case, wherein a minor under 18 years
of age be involved, whether as defend-
ant or complaining witness, one half
of the jury of 12 members be women.
Another section of the law states that
any woman, summoned to jury service,
may by written notice decline to serve.
The sheriff is compelled, when sum-
moning her, to inform the woman, so
served, and to supply her with a blank
form on which to formally decline.
The woman, who does not desire to sit
on a jury, however, has the privilege
of withholding her decision until the
time for which she is called arrives.
Thus women, whose names may be
drawn on a panel for the regular jury,
do not have to inform the court, in
case they declined to serve, until the
regular session is convened. Of
course, in case court ie in session, and

20 off on all Hardware
10 on Paint and

10 on all Wallpaper

Braakman Paint & Hardware
Open Saturday, January 14

SMITH BLDG., THIRD ST. Phone 2404

RIALTO

Jan. 13-- 14

Wallace Reid in

"The Valley of the Giants"

the famous story by
Peter B: Kyne

alto Screen Snnpahott and
International New

lO and : 5


