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REPEAL OF RAIL ACT
URGED BY STONE

+F Oregon’s congressional delegation is i
. due soon to receive a burrage of let-
e ters from Houd River orchardists in
2 s protest against the existing federal act
H which preseribes a rule of freight rate |
1 making, ) !
‘1 - In a letter to the approximate K00
1t - affiliated growers of the Apple Grow-
iy ers Association, A, W. Stone says:
e ““The high freights form the most

serious problem that we and other Pa-
cifie Const fruit growers are confronted
with today., Since normal times we
have had imposcd two advances, first
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a lesser rate, we find that the average
advance of freight on all of the apples
grown in Hood River valley is at least
2b cents per box, The average vield
of apples produced per acre on the
average orchard place here will reach
400 boxes on tracts 10 years of age and
older. The additional tax this in-
creased freight rute has placed on the
average orchard is therefore 4 tax of
375 per acre, 'This means that this in-
creased freight rate has placed on our
orchards an obligation equal to & mort-
gage of more than $1,000 per acre at
7 per cent per annum, and this without
any progpect of being able to secure
| any higher price for our fruit by
reason of the incressed rate. 7This is
& direct and perpetual tax on the fruit
industry of the Pacific coast which
must of necessity absolutely annihilate
the business unless we can be relieved
of the execessive burden.

*'In addition to this increased freight
rate an attempt was made last year to
tuke away from us the privilege of stor-
ege-in-trangit, This would be an addi-
tional serious handicap. A trial of the
merita of the storage-in-transit case
was held in Washington last Novem-
ber. The writer was present and par-
ticipated, We have just learned that
the storage-in-trunsit privileges have
been restored,

*“The advanced freight rates, how-
ever, are protected by an act of Con-
gres, now in force. In order to se-
cure relense it becomes necessary to
repenl this aet. It is true that the
principal  Paeific coast organizations
have joined hands to secure such a re-
wnl, but this is not enough. We must
wing pressure to bear upon our reapre-
sentatives in Congress  through our
growers, and we should therefure have
a letter directed from every Hood
River grower to every member of the
Oregon congressionnl delegation, show-
ing Lthe necessity of relief,”’

Citing the provisions of the law, giv-
ing the railroads the right to earn an
aggregate net operating income of six
pur cent per annum on the agpregute
value of the railway property held for
and used in the services of transporta-
tion, Mr, Stone in his letter to growers
continues ;

“In determininy the value of rail-
rond properties the present owners
have capitalized the losses of their
predecessors and oven though a gyven
railrond  bas no potential earning |
power, i8 badly loeated and has no
traffic available, the method of valua- |

tion is such that it may be considered
as if it was & going concern, Its ac-

—Flexible Coupling ;

—Cord tires, front and rear ;

—Body of beautiful design ;

—Upholstery of genuine leather;

—Gypsy Top with beveled plate glass windows;
—Taper Roller Bearings throughout ;

—Finest Alloy Steels ;

—High gasoline mileage, even on low grades of fuel.

Sefenifically mitted and sanilarily
packed, wrapped and sealed - the
OLYMPIC Line includes your fa-
i Y . vorile cereal.

Its performance in owners’ hands puts the SPECIAL-SIX in a
class by itself among five-passenger cars. It is not only the finest
car within hundreds of dollars of its price, but the greatest value
on the market among five-passenger automobiles,

See this wonderful automobile —compare it, point by point, with
other cars on the market and we'll rest our case with you.
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HIGHWAY AUTO CoO.

Dixie Flyer, Pan American

SLUTZ BROS.

I'ires and Accessories

ANvILi,E Briscoe, Commerce Trucks

Telephone 3173 for a demonstration




