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CURRENT EVENTS OF THE DAY

Epitome of the Telegraphio
News of the World.

TERSE TICKS FROM THE WIRES

An Interesting Collection of Items From
the Now and the Old World In »
Condensoed and Comprehensive Porm

Thara were 834 deaths from plague
during the past week at Bombay,

The Italian government has ealled
out one class of the army reserves, ow-
ing to the bread riots,

Chief of Police Jansen,of Milwaukee,
Hns decided to put a gtop to all boxing
oontests in that city in the future.

Mrs. Julia Dorr, the well-known
authoress and poet, is reported to be
critically ill at her home in Rut.laml.
Vt.

Mra. Hearst, widow of Senator
Hearst, is visiting the City of Mexico,
and has been received with publie
honors.

Bishop, the man who assnssinated
the Brazilian minister of war last No-
vemba.r, has committed suicide in
prison,

There is much nxc:tnmmlt in Bolivia
and tho press is urging the goavorn-
ment to prepare for an impending war
with Peru,

Over half a million  pounds of
paptha were burned and several por-
gons logt their lives during a conflagra-
tion at Buku, Russia.

Rear Admiral MoNalr, who has beon
snoceeded in command of the Asigtic
squadron by Commodore Dewey, has
arrived in San Franoisco.

Throe men were killed and fourin-
jured in a head-end collision’ Letween
two freight trains on the Louisville &
Nashville, near Upton, Ky.

A ledge of free milling quartz {cm
feet wide and assuying ns high ns $500
# ton was struck in the Roanoke mine
near, Mokelumne hill, Oul., at u depth
of 400 feet.

An anti-trust bill, explicit in  its
terms and naming a penulty of $10,000
fine or from 10 to 16 years’ imprison-
ment, has been-introduced in the heuse
by Greene of Nebraskn.

The Central Lahor Union, of New
York, has passed a resolution opposing
the bill pending in the New York leg-
iglature for the opening of the theaters
in that city on Bunday.

George 8. Yantio and ‘A, M. Hyde,
of Sheboygan, haye started on a jour-
ney to the Holy Land, whore thor go
to oarry asgistance to a colony of Dan-
kards, who went to Fales@ne in No-
vember, 1895,

George O. Howard, suprintendent
of sehools of West Bridgewater, Mass.,
mdderator at the last town meeting
and ex-sgtate representative, is a self-
confessed forger to the exent of §800,
and is under arrest,

Ross W. Latshaw, of Kansas City,
ex-justice of the peace, waa acqnitted
by a jury in the criminal court of the
charge of attempting to bribe a juror in

the recent trial of Dr. Goddard fcr the |

murder of Fred J. Jackson,

The New York Pigeon and Poultry

Society will open the ninth aunoal ox-
hibition at Madison-Square garden.
According to the report of the secre-
tary, nearly 6,500 birda have been en-
tered in the saverul olasses. Many
entries have boen received from Canada
and the far West,
. 'Mzrg, Lungille Blackburn Lane, dangh-
ter of ex-Senntor Blackburn, of Ken-
tucky, who accidentally shot herseli
with a revolver two weeks ago, 18 again
in & serious condition, after a period of
improvement, and her relatives and
physicians are apprebensive lest the
wound, with new complications which
have get in, may result fatally.

A grain elevator was destroyed by
fire in Enst 8t. Louis, entailing a loss
of $1,000,000.

Judge Lewia ., MeQOomas has bean
been elected United States senator to
snceeed A, P. Gorman, of Mavyland.

The reorganized Union Pacifio rail-
rond had to pay $20,402.50 fees to in-
corporate under the laws of Colorada,

The obeervations of the eclipse in
British India were successful,  condi-
tions being most favorable.  Many
valuable photographs were seonred.

William Hepburn, an alleged count.
erfeiter, has been arrested in a lonely
cabin in Placer county, Cal, and all
the paraphernalin for counterfeiting
was found in his possession.

Russia will demand the immediate
payment' by Turkey of the £28,000,000
war indemuity yet due, a8 a means of
making the sultan more docile in the
treatment of the Cretan question.

The National Stockgrowers’ conven-
tion is in session in Denver, Colo,
About 1,000 delegates, representing 21
states and territories of the West,
Northwest and Southwest are present,

On Friday a gale aprung uvp on Put.
in-Bay, Lake Erie, and the lce com-
menced to break up. Two hundred
flehermen occupyings shacks builk on
tha ice, were in imminent peril, but
made shore in safoty, assisied by res-
enerd, who put off in boats and battled
with the ice floes.

CAUSED BY BRUTALITY.

Ballor Taken Off the Btotson n Raving
Manine.

Portlnnd._ Or,, Feh. 3.—If the story
of Jobn Burke, who came around the
Horn on the American ship Geo. Stet-
gon in the capacity of sailor, can be
belisved, the officers of this ship are
guilty of the most barbarin ernelties
that have been reported at this port in
many a day., The Stetgon urrived ap
Astoria with a cargo of coal Thureday,
being 74 days out from Baltimore,
where she took  on cargo. -~ Captain
Murphy is in command, and George
Harvey is first officer.

The victim of the brutality of the
officers, and especially that of First
Mate Iarvey, i8 a seaman vamed Amos
Stone, gon of a wealthy jewelry mer-
chant of Boston.  Stone ig said vo have
been taken off the Stetson at' Astorim; a
raving maniac, baving arrived at this
condition as a regult of the treatment
he received on the voyage.

‘‘Stone was singled out as the special
object of Harvey’s brutality soon after
we left Baltimore,’” said” Burke in
narrating  his story.  “‘Harvey, for
some reason, knockel him ingensible
with an iron top maul, and as the rest
of ug fearad we wonld be treated like-
wise we were ut the point of turning
back four honrs after we left port. Ae
goon ns we saw what had happened,
wa sepmpered up the maststp turn to.
The mate, however, informed the cap-
tain, who-bullied us into remaining
with the ship.

BStone, as a regult of the injury he re-

ceived, wag laid ap for some days, duy-
ing which time he was given bat little
to eat. Assoon as he had recovered
gufficiently to venturs ont and report
for duty, Harvey kicked him off the
foreoastle, From that time on Btone
was unable to leave his cabin, He
was starved and beaten nlmost daily
and by.the time we reached Astoria he
was skin and bonesand a raving man-
iso. As we were rounfing the Horn,
where the seas were very bad, Flarvey
would open the door of Stope’s eabin
g0 a8 to let the water in to sonk his
clothes and bedding, I have dlso geen
Harvey open the door to Stone’s cabin
and with a heavy leather strap beat
him until big welts stood out on his
legs and back, Stone, who was al-
ready loging his reason, whuld not
winee nnder this geourging and stoad
like a statue, withont saying a word in
remonstrance.  An effort was mude to
obliterate the marks on Stone’s body
before the ship reached Astoria, but
without sucoess, and he will carry the
marks with him to the grave. During
much of the time that ;Stone was
cooped up in his cabin he had nothing
but refuse to eat and the place was the
most foul smelling I' was ever in. e
wag abusged like a dog even during the
time he was in irons. It made me sick
to look at him, even as  acoustomed as
I am to see digplays of brutality on the
high seas."!

Burke’s story is corroborated in ew.
ery detail by Ernest Weyl, Ira Dierks
and. Charles Russell, ‘three others of
the erew.

DYING BY HUNDREDS,
A Harrowing 'i'aln Comen From the
Newfoundland Comrst.

Neow York, Feh. 2.—The Red Cross
line steamship Portia arrived  today
four days overdue from 8t. John's, N,
., and Halifax, after a desperate. en-
counter with a pack of ioe off the New-
foundland coast,"and with a harrowing
tale of blizzards and destitiion in the
coast geotion of ‘that conntry. Hun-
dreda of men, women, &nd children
dead or dying from exposure and stars
vation with abundance close by and
hundreds more threatened with a like
fate are the conditions reported by the
Portia.

The Portia was penned in by huge
Arctic floeg in plain eight of 8t. John's
unabeto move.  S8hoe managed to es-
cape by the merest acoident.

Many other craft, several of them-

relief vessels senmt by the Canadian
government to snccor destitute fisher-
men, had to abandon their errands of
marcy and return to St. John’s, where
they were still in the ice when the Por-
tia stroggled into clear water,

Among the detained fleet af Sf.
John's were a dozen or more sailing
veesels loaded with codfish for England
and Brazil,

The city of 8t. John's was in a terri-
ble condition on acconnt of the bliz-
zard, the streets being rondered impas-
gable,  Railroads had snspended work
and the poor were. suffering throngh
hunger and cold. The price of food
advanced until beyond the reach of
the poor,

Beveral miles off ghore the Portia
pagsed the steamer Grandland, fast in
the ice, and in a perilous condition.

TO GO TO SAMOA.

War-lnip Will Be Bent There to Protect
Our Interests.

New York, Feb. 2.—The American
flag will soon be displayed in Bamoan
witers by a man-of-war says a Hetald
correspondent. The vessel will be the
Molican, “which has been converted
into a training-slip. ~Bince the arrival
in Washington of ex-Consul-General
Cburehill, the president and sssistant
secretary of state have been convinced
that American interests demand that
an American man-of-war ehall | vigit
Bumun.

(HE KEY 10 THE PAGIFLG

Chairman Hitt on Hawaii’s
Strategic Importance.

PROTECT OUR WEST COAST

Secretary Long Opens Blds for Pro-
viding the Government With an
Armor Plant—Sixty-Nine Recelved.

Chieago, Feb, 1.—The Post’s Wash-
ington correspondent sonds thie inter-
view with Chalrman Hitt, of the honse
commnittee on foreign relutiona.

““The gist, in my opinion, in the
whole Hawaiian sitnation lies in the
strategic position of the little group of
islands a8 a basis of operations for
guarding our west coast. There is &
strong resemblance in this case to the
Bermudas, execpt that the Bermudas
are not 8o commanding. That is, there
are other iglandg to the south of them
which would, in case of conflict, to
some  extent take their placo with Eu-
ropean powers, even if they possessod
the Bermudas. In the possession of
the Hawaiian lalands we would have
what might be copsidered safety for
our Western coast  against the naval
powers, except Great Britain, which
could still get conl for her ships from
the Britieh Columbia ports and use that
bage for naval operations, The subor-
dinate features, the question of sugar,
the oharacter of the population, the
mode of government,” eto., take up a
grant deal of attention, but I think
they are of minor importance.

*Wa have now by treaty oertain ex-
clusive rights, but that is & terminable
treaty. The Hawaiian republio is,
theoretionlly, an independent nation,
but ia wholly incapable of defending
itself and preserving ite independence,
and the moment that we come into a
conflict, any naval power presenting
iteelf-will take possession. Once it ie
possessed by a power like Japan, Eng-
land or Germany, it will be the story
of tho Bermudas over again, only a
strongor and more effective Barmuda
on our Western const. With a coaling
station 8,000 miles ont, we could
double the time and length of effective
orniges of our warships going out from
San Francisco. Having no nelghbor-
ing islands, it leaves the immense ex-
pangi of the Northern Paclific utterly
inhospitable to our opponents, if we
hold it. It is thus of great value as a
basa for defensa or for an enemy to
operate agalnst na,

““I have thonght for many years that
thesa islands were of essential import-
ance to ug, The impression that I got
whon in the state department in 1881
remaing with me.  When the question
of extending the reclprocity treaty
was then under conslderation, I was
impressed with these facts. The sugar
question and its branches I8 a matter
of competing interests. Once incor-
porated, they all go into the hopper to-

.| gether, a8 completely as the beet root

of Nebraska and the cane of Louisiana.’’

Armor Plunt Bidas,

Washington, Feh. 1.—Proposals were
apened today in the office of Becretary
of the Navy Long for the construction
of o government armor plant. There
were 69 bids, covering every phase of
the advertieement. There were only
two bids to fornish a complete plant,
and only one of these named a figura.

The Hungtington, W. Va., chamber
of vommorce offered to follow specifion-
tions and build the complete plant for
$3,525,000.

Another offer to supply a complate

‘plant camwe from the John P, Holland

Company, of New York, but no figure
wag named, the company simply effer-
ing to do this for a sum of money and
within a perlod lese than estimated by
the armor board in ite rveport. - The
bid was acoompanied by the expression
of an opinion that armor should be ex-
¢luded in the construction contracts of
all wvessels, by which pelicy congress
and the country would understand the
full cost of ships and their proteation,
the price of armor would be reduced,
and its delivery expedited,

Anpother proposal that commanded
gome attention was the bid of the
Readic Engineering Company, of Co-
tumbus, O. This wasa very compli-
eated proposal to supply each of the
numerous buildings, furnaces, eto,, re-
quired, as well ng 150 acres of land, at
sums specified in each case. A special
point of interest about the bid was an
acoompanying offer from the chamber
of commerce of Columbus to donate
$500,000 to the government in the event
the bid should be accepted.

It will take some time to schedule
all of the bids, but as soon as they can
be arranged they will be sent to con-
gress by Secretary Long for the inlorma-
tion of that body in case it desires to
embark the government in the manu-
facture of armor.

Steambont Inspection In Alaska.

‘Washington, Feb, 1.—Secretary Gage
today sent to the house a recommenda-
tion for steamboat inspections in Al-
aska. He points out that the tide of
travel to the Klondike fields has result-
ed in the establishment of an extensive
steamboat service on the Yukon, He
says sunitable protection resulting from
the - inspection of steamers should be
given the traveling public visiting the
Klondike region, and he submits the
bill to accomplish that end.

DEFEATED IN THE HOUSE.

The Teller Besolution Buried by & Ma-
Jority of Fifty Votes.

Washington,-Feb. 2.—The house to-
day buried the Teller resolution, de-
claring the bonde of the United States
payable in silver, under an adverse
majority of 600 votes, The Repub-
licans were eolidly arrayed in
opposition, with two exceptions—Lin-
ney of North Carolina, who voted with
the Demoerats and Populists, and
White of North Carolina, the only col-
ored member of the house, who an-
swered “present,’’ when his name was
called. The desertions from the Demo-
cratic side wera McAleer of Pennsyl-
vania, and Ellio® of Bouth Carolina.
Both voted  withe the” Republicans
against the proposition.

Speaker Reed, although it is not cus-
tomary for him to vote, had his name
ealled, and, amid the cheers of his fol-
lowers, went on record in opposition to
the resolution.

The vote was reached after five hours
of debate, under a special order, adopt-
od at the opening of the session today.
The limited time allowed for debate,
and the pressure of members for an
opportunity to be heard, was so great
that the leaders on both sides were
compelled to farm out the time by
minutes, This detracted much from
the continuity of the discussion, 'but it
in some measure intensified the inter-
est in the galleries, whioh were crowded
all duy, and the combatants on the floor
were cheered by their regpective sym-
pathizers, Many of the senators from
the other side of the capitol were pres-
ent to listen to the arguments. The
majority, under the leaderghip of Ding-
ley, who made a carefully prepared
speech, sounded the key-note of the op-
position, sssumed the position that the
last clansg of the resolution was in
reality a disguised declaration for the
free coinage of silver,while the agsault-
ing Demoorats, under the direction of
Bailey, maintained that the defeat of
the resolution was another step in the
direction of the establishment of the
gold standard, to which he alleged hoth
the president and Hecretary Gage had
irrevocably committed the Republican
party.

The debate was at times fast and
heated, but there were no sensational
incidents, beyond the hissing of Rhea,

.when he eaid that, as the author of the |

“erime ot ’78,"” the hottest place in
hades wonld be reserved for the present
secrotary of the state.

The vote on the resolution was:
Ayes, 132; noes, 182,

Toduay’s session of the senate lasted
#ix hours, two of the general approprin-

tion bills—that for the army, carrying

28,248,402, and that for the legigla-
ture, executive and judieial depart-
ment, oarrying §21,0568,620—were
passed, the latter, consisting of 121
pages, ocoupying the attention of the
senate during the greater part of the
sesgion, After a brief executive ses-
sion the eenate adjourned.

CRIME OF IOWA BRUTES.

Frozen Bodies of Mother and Daughter
Found Near Burlington.

Burlington, In., Feb. 1.—The dead
and frozen bodies of Mrs. Fanny Rath-
burn and her 12-year-old daughter
Mary were discovered this afternoon in
pools of blood at thelr lonely home
west of this eity. The woman’s head
had been split open with an ax. The
body of the child was found in a bed-
room off the kitchen with the throat
cot from ear to ear. Evidencesof a
horrible struggle for lifp were present
on all gides. Evidently the girl had
been bratally assaulted by the mur-
derer, and her torn c¢lothing indicated
she had fought desperately for her
honor. Having accomplighed the deed,
her assailant bad cut her throat. The
girl’s hand showed cuts received in at-
tempting to defend herself. Blood was
saattered all over the bed and on the
floor. The body of the woman was
found to be badly eaten by rats, and
presented a horrible gight.

Several arrests have been made, and
the police are actively engaged in run-
ning down several clews., It is be-
lieved the crime was commited several
days ago. The woman was a widow of
good reputation, and guite poor,

Meocon of the Powers.

Constantinople, Feb. 2.—The Rus-
gian auxiliary oruiser Saratoffam, be-
longing to the volunteer fleet, with 12
quick-firing guns and 1,600 troops on
board; pasged the Bosphoroung yesterday
on her way to Viadivostock. According
to a dispatch to the London Times,
from Odesen, cabled to the Associated
Press last night, the Russian volunteer
fleet will convey in the guickest time
practicable over 10,000 Russian troops
to the far East.

Aged Couplo Murderod.

Grayson, Ky., Feb, 2 —"Virginia
Bill’’ Riley, an old citizen of Elliott
county, aged 80 years, and his wife,
ubont 70 years old, were murdered
tonight at their home, and robhed of
from $800 to $1,200. There is no clew
to the murderers. A maul was the in-
strument used.

San Franisco, Feb. 2.—Hulda Johnr-
son, aged 3¢ years, was run down and
killed by an electric car this evening,
in front of the residence of her parents.
The child “attempted to cross the track
in front of a rapidly approaching car,
when she was struck.

GENERAL ARANGUREN oHOT

Was Surprised Near Camp by
a Spanish Battalion.

FIVE OTHERS WERE CAPTURED

The Genernl's Body Carrled to Havana—
Spaniards Killed Four snd Wounded
Beveral Others.

Havana, Jan. 81.—At noon, Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Benedioto, with the
Spanish battalion, surprised, near
Tupiste, this province, the camp of the
insurgent general, Aranguren, killing
Aranguren and four privates, capturing
five of the insurgents and wounding
others who made their escape.

The body of Brigadier-General Aran-
guren was brought by train to Havana
this afternoon and delivered to the
wilitary authorities. After identifica-
tion it was sent to the morgue.

Brigadier-General Aranguern was
evidently about 82 years of age, of fair
somplexion, with blonde hair and a
small mustache. The body, which
shows two bullet wounds, one in the
head and one in the right leg, is dress-
ed in cassimere pantaloons, gray wool-
en coat, yellow shoes and gaiters, com-
paratively new. It is maid that the
gaiters and vest onoe belonged to Col-
onel Ruis, the alde-de-oamp of General
Blanco, who, having gonu last Decem-
ber to Aranguren’s camp with terms of
surrender, was executed by Aranguren
or with his approval.

Acocording to one account, Aranguren
was surpriged while on a visit to a
young woman on the Pitata farm, be-
tween Campo Florida and Tapiste. He
was wonnded, and, in trying to ea-
pape, was ghot dead, Among the pris-
oners is the father of the young wo-
man. He was the dynamiter of Aran-
guren'’s band,

MISSION OF THE MAINE.

Havanas Newspapers Tnsist That It Is
One of Peace.

New York, Jan. 81.—The last ripple
of visible excitement in the arrival of
the Maine has died away, says the Her-
ald’s Havana correspondent, and the
ghip as she lies at anchor attracts no
more attention than any other vessel in
the harbor. The papers made the brief-
est possible allugion to her arrival, and
La Union Constitutional, the conserva-
tive organ, prints a Washington dis-
patch to the effect that the visit of the
Maine to Havana is merely an act of
tourtesy showing the friendly feeling
to Spain, and- to counteract the anti-
Bpanish wutterances in congress. La
Union adds that the visit will be re-
turned by Bpanish ships in American
ports,

In spite of this, there is a strong un-
dercurrent of feeling in Havana, as
evinced by the excited talking of angry
groups assembled in the cafea. The
general impression among radicals is
that the eause of Bpain has been be-
trayed by the Blanco government, and
the nation humiliated by what they re-
gard as the first step in the direction of
American intervention. This has in-
tensified the hatred of General Blanco
and his associates and of the cause of
autonomy, and thie hatred may at any
moment find vent in an outbreak of
fury, in which case members of the
government may be forced to depend
for their personal safety on the Maine,
for while the peril is obvious, the
troops concentrated during the riots
have been dispersed and no new pre-
cantions have been taken.

The arrival of the Maine created on -
thusiasem among the Americans, who
realize that the long period of suspense
hag pasded and that their eafety is ab-
solutely assured.

Up to the present time no one knows
what precipitated the sndden dispatch
of spiling orders to the Maine at Dry
Tortugas. Captain Sigshee had not
the remotest idea why he was gent, but
he was not much surprised when the
Dupont arrived from Key West with or-
ders to start without a moment’s delay,
Being in total ignorance of the sitoa-
tion, he had no conception as to what
gort of a reception to expect. Ie ap-
prosched the harbor from the west-
ward, partly for the purpose of inspeot-
mg the Bpanish batteries and watch-
ing for any hostile demonstration, and
partly for the purpose of displaying the
flag and character of the Maine, 80 as
to give the authorities ashore oppor-
tunity to make preparations to avoid a
panio which might have been precipi-
tated by the Maine’s sudden entrance,
The battleship was prepared for any
emergency. After picking up a pilot
the Maine went rapidly np the harbor
to s berth near the Spanish flagship.

It will be impossible to give the
erew their liberty while in Havana,
and ae yet no shore leaves have been
givenrto officers, the captain being the
only man who has gone ashore. For
thie reagon it is believed that the navy
department will not keep the Maine
here long, but will replace her by an-
other vessel of the squadron the mo-
ment the health of the crew becomes
impaired.

James Eaton has been matched to
race Charles Kaiser, of Switzerland, at
8t. Louis, early in Fobruary, for a
purse and $1,000 side bet.

PILOT'S PIRST TRIP.

Wreck of the Cor na Sald to Have Been
Due to Carelofsncis.

Seattle, Feb. 1.—Twenty-five of the
pasengers of the ill-fated steamer Co-
rona, which was wrecked on Lewis
island last Monday morning, arrived
bere tonight on the steamer Al-Ki,
which rescned them from the lonely
island. 1B, W. Pollock, who was a
passengor, on the Corona, in describing
the wreck said:

“The accident ocourred at 9:10 A, M.
in the morning. The gong had just
sounded to awaken the passengers for
breakiast, and about 100 of them had
already msen. OCaptain G. H. Pierce
and Pilot H. F. Coffman weve on the
bridge, It was Coffman’s first trip a8
pilot. There was light enough to see
the shores on all gides. Suddenly,
while the ship waa going at full speed,
withont warning a terrible shook oo-
ourred, followed by a grinding succes-
gion of lesser shocks. Instantly it was
realized the ship had struck a rook,
and a goene of great confugion followed.
The whael was reversed, but the ship
remained on the rock. Thre sea was
calm. Captain Pierce ordered the
boats lowered, The women were taken
aghore first, and by 10 o'clock the pas-
gengera were all landed. The stock
and some haggage and provisions 'were
then taken ashore. The passengers re-
mained on the island until Thuraday,
patiently waiting for a passing steamer
to take them away from n place of
great personal digscomfort. Thursday
the steamer Al-Ki arrived, and 200 of
the castawaye boarded her. Abont 100
remained on the island in the hope of
catching a north bound vesgel,

“"About 10 o’clock Thuraday night
the Al-Ki met the steamer Oregon,
bound from Portland to Dyea and
Skagway. The two steamers wera
lashed together and all but 26 of the
Corona’s people were transferred and
started north agajn.”’

It is not believed that the injury to
the Corona ig serious.

Pilot Coffman, who was on duty at
the time of the wreck, tells the follow-
ing story:

““The directions on the chart say to
eteer direct from Gibzon's islands to
the northwest side of Kennedy's island.
In this water there are no soundings
marked on the chart less than seven
fathoms of water, and seven fathome
is only tound at the extreme end of
Lowie island, eloga to the shore.  The
soundings taken all around the ship af-
ter the accident ranged from 6 to 10
fathoms, with the exception of where
the ship struck, which was only 23{
fathoms.

“Tt is 61g miles from Gibson's island .
to the northwest side. 1 kept the
ship due northwest for 17 minutes af-
ter passing Gibson’s iglund, and then
alterod it to northwest by north.
Seven minutes later she struok.”

Mr. Coffman declares that he fol-
lowed the directions laid down, and
that he is dot to blame.

Against Pilot Coffman'’s statement
that he was on the correct course is
Steamer Pilot Thompson's statement,
who went off dutyat 4 o'clock the
morning of the accident. He says
that the reef upon which Coffman ran
the sghip 18 well known among marin-
ers, and that she was two miles out
of her courge. He charaoterizes the ac-
cident as sheer carelessness.

SWINDLED IN MEXICO.

Ameorlcans Buncoed In & Fake Mining
Daal.

City of Mexico, Feb. 1.—Another
bold swindle has been brooght to light
here by which New York business men
have been swindled out of §21,000. It
appears that last antumn an American
giving the name of Frederick P. Gra-
ham, elaiming to be a half brother to
the eriminal lawyer, John Graham, of
New York, and married to a grand-
niece of 8ir Robert Peel, persnaded
three or four New Yorkers to go into
phosphate mining in the state of Oaxa-
ea, reporting that very rich phosphate
was on the market, and that he con-
trolled it. Graham further reprosent-
ed that he bad organized here a com-
pany known as the Mexican Phosphate
Mineral Company, and when the par-
ties were taken futo the concern
Graham was made treagurer and presi-
dent. Recently two parties from New
York came here to inspect their prop-
erty, and now they find that there ia
no phosphate, and that Graham has
fled with the cash, which bad been de-
posited to his order in the bank of the
city of Puebla. Graham played the
game very bodly, representing that he
was in close tonch with the highest
officials, and eould bring influence to
protect the property, and in case other
things were wanted, they would, be
forthcoming.  The pelice are bure
Graham is one of the gang who ewin-
dled Franke,; of Chicago.

CHILKOOT ROAD COMPLETED.
Time From Tidewater to Hhendwntors
Shortened to One Day.

Tacoma, Feb, l.—Hugh C. Véillace,
pregident of the Chilkoot Railroad &
Transportation Company has advices of
the completion of the company’s aerial
tramway over Chilkoot pass, in Alaska,
The company’s eystem isa railroad
from Dyea to Canyon City, thence a
gystem of aerial tramways over Chil-
koot pass to Lake Lindermann. This
marks a new era for Klondike travel,




