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FROM THE NATIONAL CAPITAL.

Items of the Affairs of the
Government.
 Washington, Aprl 0.—In regard to
the press dispatches from San Francis-
co stating that it had been found that
_ the gold coins of the Carson ming for
* revernl years past were below the stand-
ard of fineness, as provided by law, Mr.
Preston, the diretor of the mint, stated
today that this was not true.  Coinage
operations were suspended at the Car-
.. son City mint in May, 1885, by Mr.
. ~Muanning . the then secretary of the
onvees = treasuay, and were not resumed until
- October, 1884. Coinage operations
of o wWare again suspended by direction of
Becretary Carlisgle, from June 1, 1868,
since which time no coinnge has been
executed 4t that mint. Between the
rosumption of coinage in§1880 and the |
suspeénsion in 1898, samples from every |
v delivery of gold epins were assayed by
¢ the bureau of the mint, and in no case |
- did +the pieces vary from the legal limit
~of thleranee more than allowed by law.
Thewoing of each mint ave distingnish-
ed by what are called their “‘mint
mark,”” Thisis in small lettérs on the
coing just below the eagle. New Or-
“vans has the letter ‘0, San Francisco
thie letter “‘S,"* and Carson City two
letters; “CO."”  Philadelphia -has no
mint mark,  In order to manufacture
otins deficient in  fineness, it would re-
quire collusion on the part of all the
* . 'offiders in the mint and their agsistants,
" a8 well as some of the subordinates.
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= A new resort for consumptives- has
ery discovered in the Orange free
* state, .Bouth Afriea.  TUnited States
Consular Agent Lanfgraff, in a repont
to.the depaytment, talks of the benefi-
.. ¢ial resultd éxperienced by persons who
have tried it, and'adds: !
¢4 No goungry on earth can rank with
the Orange free state as g health resort, |
Mus. Pattérsan has been' all over -the'
world,-‘and hepe she has found relief. |\
I conld give hundreds of similar cases, |
. and that so few pepple have come here
. is Que to the faot that the Orange free
" ptate is so little known, aud in most
N paftsof theworld believed to be a des-
T et ihabited by brutal natives and
g wild  beasts,  Livi is not expensive,
“% =~ ahd persons coming here can command
from $50 to #60 per month, A family
of four or five persons can live nicely on,
#$1,500 per year. Persons whose lungs
are far gone should travel by stages
from-the seq to the Ordnge . free state;)
that is, such persons:should stay for a
mimth atOeres, next at Beanfort, until!
they are prepared to stand the dry cli-'
mate... A direct jonrney to Bloomfon-
. tine wounld mean death to such persons.’
The landing place {8 Cape Town. -
6T WL S, Btrebel; United States minis-
tor to Chili, announces the settlement
of the gquestion of what rate of interest,
+ the goveynment shonld guarantee to the|
projected trans-Anding railway.’  The |
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#4T 0 Chilidn eohgress’ has  passed « al law
< s Which guarantees for twenfy yearsd}
e e pe_ur'ﬁ-‘nt. ofi a capital'of -£1,300,000. The

English_ capitalist” avithe whom . the,
holder of the cousession have been  ne-
ghtinting in order. to,raise the gmount,
__ . required to complete tho road, have for,
¢ FEUSE sbime time past beem demanding a guar-
antee of 5 per,omg, but the Chilian con-
gross refused t.nuﬁf' veyond' 4] per’ cent, |
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© I Wad thé Colonel's Son.
San Francisco, April 10.—Colone
¢ Byome, the lion-tamer, who ‘was such &
Y “familiar figoare obe the Midway during
the fair, did not kill himself at New
Orleans, us was ramored in thiz city,
yesterday.  Acoording to the informa-
tion given out by a ghowman, who was!
at ome time associated with the Colonel,
there was & suicide in the Boone fam-
ily, the ymfortunate ‘one being Daniel
Boone, jr., a son of the Colonel.

™

Nebraska's Belief Burean.

Omahn, April 10.—President Nason
estimates it will reqnire about sixty
days to close the acvounts of the relief

<. . Vurean. He says that with the excep-
tion of garden seed the warehouse is
pretty well oleaned out. A corps of
young girls is now engaged in sorting
ont and packing seeds for distribution,
There are twenty-five carloads of seed

{
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MET DEATH IN A MINE

| Many Were Killed in the Blue
Canyon Coal Mine.

NUMBER PLACED OVER TWERTY

The Disnster Csused by an Explosion
of Firedamp Brought About In
an Unknown Mannoer.

New Whatecom, Wash., April 10.—
An explosion of firedamp in the Blone
Canyon coal mine on Lake Whateom,
s afternoon killed twenty-
one men. W. A. Telford came from
the mine tonight. He was at the bunk-
ers when the explosion occurred. He
went to the incline and found James
Kearns at the month of the shaft, near-
ly dead from exhaunstion, © Kearns
said all in the mine were dead. He
had carried Ben Morgan as far as he
was able and dropped him. Morgan,
he thought, was dead. Kearns and X,
(Gellnm were the only ones who escaped
out of twenty-four aho were at work.
Tom Valentine and J. O. Anderson
were the incline men, and they escaped.
At the switch of the gangway, 800 feet
from the moutk of the tunnel, Eoklund
and Telford found the body of George
Roberts, and beyond were three loaded
cars, which had been blown off the
track, They next found the body of
Ben Morgan, where.it wuas dropped by
Kearns, Ecklund and others. They
were nnable to go beyond room 21, 500
feet from the angle of the tunnel and
gangway. Their safety lamps went
ont and the gas drove the explorers
back. Inroom 21 they found the bod-
ies of Thomas Conlin and James Kirby.
It ix supposed that, in addition to the
four found, seventeen perished. The
gns was so thick that the rescuing
pacty was able to stay only a few min-
utes, The missing men “with families

|

D. Y. Jones, superintendent; James
Kirby, Andrew Anderson, James Mo-
Andrew,Charles Silvorson, M. Zeiliski.

The single men were: ;

Lucus Latka, E. P. Chase, Thomas
Conlin, George Roberts, Ben Morgan,
John Williams, Elee Henderson, Will-
inm  Evans, Isaac Johnson, William
Lyster, Charles Ramberg, Sam Olsen,
J. A: Morgan-and Martin Blam. -
Engineer J. J, Donovan, of the mine,
was notified at his home in Fairhaven
and left with a party of men experi-
enced in underground work. They left
this evening on' a special trdin over the
Bellingham Bay and Eastern, and took
the steamer Thistle to the mine. Phy-
sicians accompanied them. Mr. Dono-
van says he does not understand how
the explosion oceurred, ag safety lamps
were used everywhere but in the gang-
way. The tunnel is 800 feet long, and
the gangway 1,000 feet long, and' has
twenty-six rooms opening from it. The
fans were kept ronning all the time,
and the canse of the explosion is un-
known. The mine was inspected three
weeks ago and pronounced safe,

The Blue Canyon mine is the prop-
erty of the Blue Canyon Coal Mifiing |
Company, composed of M. E.'Downs,
A’ B, Houser and several other Mon-
tana capitalists: It was opened in 1890
by J. F. Wardner, who sold it the'
present owners. The coal is bf:high
quality, and is now heing used on
United States warships& - The company]
hiis spent much money in opening-the
mine, and had just got it intyl paying
condition. :

A

A ‘Senttle Paper's Account.: . .

The Seattle Post-Intelligencer' corres-
pondent returned at 2 A, M. from the
scene of the terrible disaster af thip.
Blue Canyon ming, fifteen miles from
this city; on Lake Whatcom, and is.in
possession of ‘all the particnlars now
obtainable. “ I the bldeksmith,
nedr: the entrance toithe; main  fnnnel,
lie the blackened -hoddes of twenty-
three dead miners, while only two of

plosion vovurred lived to tell the story
of the frighttnl catastraphe,” aid ' thei
own miraculous escape, The following,
are the names of the killed; ' '~ .

Mine Superintendent David Y2 Jones.
Teaves & wifei-. Andrew’ Angerson,
leaves 'a wife aid‘one child; James Mos
Andréws, leaves a wife; JTames Kirkley,,
leaves a wife; Kirk Clinske, leaves~a
wife and four children. 73
* All ‘the - others .were  single
Thejr names are as follows: - v

Charles’ ' Silverman,’ C. Ramsbeérg,
William Lyster, Samuel Olsen, James
MceNulty, J..A.. Morgan, Maxfip <M.
Blum, E. T. ‘Chase,. Charles Carlson,

men.

ven; Philip Binkile, William - Evans,
Alexander Hendrickson, Ben. Morgan,
George Roberts, Thomas Conlin, Lncas
Lotaka. )

The two men who escaped are HEd-
ward Gellon, of Fairhaven, who was
working at the outer switch in the
miné with George Roberts, and James
Kerns, The latter was working with
Ben Morgan in rooom 16, off the gang-
way, the outermost of all the works, in
which work wis going on.

The explosion ocenrréd before, 8
o’clock, when the shift would have
been just changed, and the mineys were
alroady climbing the steep hill-from

wheat en route from Pennsylvania,

the bunkhouse to take the places of the

.

| dévigion: at thelr deting: Satnrday he

shop, |

all whi weare in thd-'zii@e kwhen ‘the ext~ !

H. Ravett, whose home is in . Fairha- |

men killed. The disaster was nndoubt-
odly caused by the accumulation of
firedamp, which was exploded by &
[blast in the breast of the gangway.
The faces of the men who were work-
ing in the breast are badly burned,
but a4 majority of those who weré work-
ing in the rooms off the gangway were
only slightly disfigured by the fire, and
many of them not at all.

Physicians and miners say that the
men working in the breast must have
been killed by the shock of the explo-
sion, while the others. snceumbed to
the afterdamp, as they sld down the
rooms to the gangway, then filled with
deadly gas. This gangway is' reached
by a tunnel 780 feet long and the dis-
tadce from the intersection of the gang-
way to the breast, where the explosion
took place, is about 1,000 feet, The
| main  airshaft reached the gangway
about 100 feet from the tunnel, and air
is snpplied by water-power,sand which
was not effected by the explosion.
Kearns, the only miner who escaped
from any of the rooms, says that he
was not stunned or even thrown down |
by the shock, though Morgan, who was
working with him, was killed.
Kearns’ light was not extingunished,
and he saw no fire. He slid down the
chute to the gangway, losing his light
in someway, and managed to make his
way in the darkness in some miracu-
lous manner along the poisonous pass-
age, over dead bodies and piles of coal,
loogened by the explogion, to the open
air.

Before he reached  the entrance, the
work of rescue had already cominenced.

|
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WILL NEVER SUBMIT

Venezuela Will, if Necessary,
Resort to Force.

MOST ANYTHING BUT DISHONOR

The People Rendy to See Thelr Homen
snd Their Cities Desoluted and
Lald in Ashen.

Washington, April 7.—It is stated
by persons in a pogition to speak with
suthority that as soon as Venezuela is
convineoed that Great Britain has final-
ly decided not to arbitrate or settle the
boundary dispute, as suggested by the
United States throngh Ambassador Bay-
ard, the Southern republic will regret-
fully but resolutely resort to what she
regards as her only conrse—a resort to
|force. It is declared that her people

oities desolated and laid in ashes rather
than submit to what they regard as
national dishonor, It is said that the
contention with Great Britain is not so
much one of territory as one of senfi-
So firmly impressed have the
people become with thig that the opin-
ion is expressed that they would rather
see the country go out of existenoe than
pass into practical control of foreign |
hands, A strong feeling exists in the
Veneguelan government that the United
Btates will not stand idly by if a resort

Out in the tunnel he met a party of
brave miners groping their way in-
ward as fast as the esoape of the pois- |
onons gases permitted. This party and i
others following pushed their way into |
the mine and carried out, one by one, |
the bodies of the dead miners, as they |
came among them, scattered all along |
the gangway. The first bodies found

was that of ‘the mule-driver, lying be-

side the dead animal; 950 fest away |
from the mine entrance. From there |
to the fall of the gangway, s digtance |
of abont 800 feot, bodies were scattered
along as they fell from the chutes lead-
ing to the rooms. Little evidence of
stroggling, and in most instances death

apparently came quickly.

MeAndrews' hody was found boried |
under a’slide of coal; and McNulty was
upon his hands and kneed about twenty

yards from whera: he had . been work-

ing, and had his hdandkerchiefs tied

over his nose and mouth. “When the

correspondent left the mine, just be-

fore midnight, the swork of washing
the faces and hands 'of the dead men
had commenced: “All that is now pos-

sible is being done to alleviate the dis-

tross' of ‘the. families of the deceased.

The president of the - company, M. E.

Downs, " how in New York, has been

notified by wire. '

Coffins have bean drdered, and after
the inguest tomorrow the bodies will

be brought to the city. :

INCOME' TAX DECISION,

Published Ab
lutely Uorreot,

striet Sald to Be Abso-

the following, from Washington: “‘One
of the justices .of .the supreme court
pragtically ddunitted, after a consulta-
tlon Saturday, that the abstract of “the
decigion in’the heome’ tax case; printed
in the Tribune was, absolutely correct,
and ftallied with#ghe printed . copies.
He alleged, however, that the. articles
was simplyithe work jof- a ‘clever ob-
server, who had successfully put two
and two togethel A" atrived "t o re-
‘pulf pracrically corréct: . Whether the
Judges hid donaausthing fo change the
‘wonld not. sy, 4 conrse, farther, than |
to adnvit thet ghe publication. of, the de- |
pisioh “had vbetomes: known.  tos. the |
jndge:i.“ 'r A _<..‘1.:-.; Boror Hicrs .

"o A wpieidl to a  daily. paper in New
‘ork says: . fAn wiffaptdinary confer-
g uf ’ the JusticesCiof the . United
States supratng bine ‘washeld today to
dousider‘the inebme tax appeals,” Chief
Justice Fiiller's rough draft jyig fuxther
digeussed, and-the decision 18, reported
to have been re-opened for ‘argnment o
tortain features..,. This has given, rise
0 the impidssion thit the deadlock “on,
the main.pointg.if ‘fhe stauté mdy be |

ditional mi
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Suppoked Wheronbouts of Brady.
Rono, Nty Afilil 10:—The, afficers
here Delive that dack, Brady ‘and his
companion, the' two accompliges in the
‘train Hold-up near: Marysville & - yyeek
ago, are somewheie'dorth of Rend, in
the vicinity of Honey -lake. valley, -and.
are- . making Jevery effort “to capture

them,

(13

.l_q&l-l.il:u'_!l'l'l}ni In the Rootennl Valley.
.~ Nbelson, B...C., April 10.—~The In-
dinns are rising in’ the Kootenai valley,
on the Reclamation Company’s works.
The company has telegraphed the gov-
ernment for “assistance. The Indians
are said to come from the American
gide of the boundary. ;

- The Chitral Expedition.
Calentta, April> 11.—It is reported
that Freebooter Umra Khan has with-
drawn his troops from Chitral. This,
if true, will relieve the British garrison
in the Chitral forts. The natives north
of Swatt river were again defeated in a

- Chicago, April 9.—The Tribune has .

‘evening ‘at the Lyoeum. theater, ap-

biiok6ri‘gr thé:ssision withlield for ads{ - :
cional ol | (1 - Ban- Prancisco, ApAl §,—The Tnited s

e out here for o trip to Alidla with
| party of suryeyors, who wHI WOl ‘on

_'and a steam launch will be towed 'aldng

to foree is made.

It is understood that the position of
Great Britain in declining the sugges-
tion of the United States for the set-
tlement of the trouble is substantially
as follows:

First—Great Britain takes the posi-
tion that the question of arbitration
was onee before proposed by Venezuela,
At that time the foreign office gave
the subject careful attention and sub-
mitted a reply embodying a proposition
fo arbitrafe certain definite subjects of
controversy. To this proposition Vene-
zuela has never made a reply, either ac-
cepiing or rejecting the proposed basis
of arbitration. Under the circum-
stances it is not desirable to proceéd to
a second proposal of arbitration while
the first remains unanswered.

Seoond—In any event, there are cer-
tain portions of that territory to which
Venezuela lays claims, which under no
circnmstances will be made the subjeot
of arbitration, as they are recoghized
portiong of the British domain, and arc
not therefore subjects on which the aid
of arbitration conld be invoked. *

Third—The subject matter is one be-
tween Great Brituin and Venczuela, so
that the good officts of the. United
States are not regarded as essémtial to a
settlement, for it is not understood that
the United States hias sssumed s pro-
tectorate over Veneznels or her interest
more than that of a friendly governent.

|
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MISS WICKES AN ACTRESS.

Presldent Now aon the Stage.
Memphis, April 10.—Miss Florence
Lillian Wickes, youngest daughter’ of
the vioe-president of the Pullman Palace
Car 'Company, of Chicago, made her |
debut on the professional ;stage, last

pearing ‘in the “Sign. of 'the Cross'’
with the company of Wilson-Barrett.
Mr. Barrett said this affernoon: =~
“1 ean see nothing ‘id  copnection
with this move of Miss Wfi‘bkiaﬁ" which
should particularly interest, the pidhlic, |
It cante about selely through the iuktin-
mentality of the late theatrical -man:,|.
ager, Johfh W, " Nortbn, Swho was my
friend, and who was killéd in a railroad
wrock some weeks ago. He had re-<
quested me to . give certain pirdtéges of
his trials, and Misk ‘W ickeés wisatdong
themumber.  T'had ogbasion ghéreupon’
tp judge of hex falent, apd found her fo]
possess unmistakable ability asan agt:
ross, and 1 am glad t6 have vher with
m§ compnay, » Bhe has. great talent wnd
I hate no-doubt as to her; fattirer bril--
liint snccess #s an sobross. | Kt presont
of course she plays olily the” Fanipr

qlaeiT ‘H
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¥ Buryeys,

T

be Alaskan Boun 0

at

States steamship Pafterson isfiow betng

thé bousttary: tmes diring (he"smymi]

The harbors about Sitka will a i3, B
sounded, ind'd mapmide of thely find
ings, The party will be sugaged. up|
north for three years. A bigsnpply.of
coal ‘will be taken on nt’ Puget: sound,

]
1
¥

in order to work in shallow’ inlebs “sue-
cessfully. The first’ strveying will be’
done in Portland inlet., This is,where
the Boundary line bogjns, and much did-
pute has arisen of late over this point
between the United Btates ‘and British
'Americn. ' Both countries” limips seem
to overlap each other, and i will b the
duty of Captain Morse t0 solve this
problém for the goveriment.

The Washington county grand jury
finds the county jail “‘enirely onfit-and
inadequate for the needs of this dounty.
We' deem it entirely unsafe for the
keeping of eriminals'or prisoners of any
kind, and so constructed as to be a

are ready to see their homes and their |

Hawaiian revolutione
thit the Nevada' bank is not a bona

Youngest Dughter of Pullman's Vice- |,

ang to assist Clans Bpreckles . in the

. 4 per, tan. mgold,
| averagos §70,

DEATH OF HEILBRON.

The Editor of the Post-Intelligencer Is
Stricken by Appoplexy.

SBeattle, April 8.—George H. Heil-
bron, part owner and editor of the Posi-
Intelligencer and manager of the Guar-
antee Loan and Trust Company, was
found dead in the bathroom of his resi-
dence at 9 o'clock this morning, My,
[ Heilbron arose about 8 o’elock, in or-
| der to attend a meeting of the directors
of the Guarantee Company, which was
to be held in themorning. He took the
| morning paper and entered the bath-
| roofn a8 was his custom. After pre-
| paring breakfast and waiting some little
{ fime for Mr. Heilbron to appear, the
| servant knocked af the door, and ob-
| taining no response, entered the bath-
[room. She found Mr., Heilbron dead.
A physician was snmmoned, Wwho said
that death was due to apoplexy. This
was conflrmd by the auntopsy subse-
quently Réld.

Mr. Heilbron was a native of Boston
and 55 years of age. Ho was a gradu-
ate of Harvard, and practiced law for a
while in Boston. He came to Beattle
early in 1887, and, after practicing law
for three months, he, with L. 8. J.|
Hunt and others, organized the Guar-
antee Loan and Trost Company, of
which he was secretary and then man-
ager. The latter position he held at|
the time of his death. He was an ar- |
dent Bepublican, and was recognized
as ono of the leaders of that party in
this state.. He was married in Janu-
ary, 1886, to Miss Adelaide E. Piper,
of Boston. His family eonsists of two
children, a boy and a girl.

It is reported that Mr, Heilbron had
¥147,000 insarance on his life. He had
four policies, aggregating $100,000, in
the Mutual Life of New York, £40,000
in the Equitable Life and $7,000 in
secret gocieties chiefly in the Royal
Arpanum.  His estate is supposed to be
worth from #50,000 to £60,000, and his
business affairs were in good shape.

SON AGAINST FATHER.

Nature of the Charges Made by Rudolph
Spreckles.

San  Francisco, April 8.—Rudolph
Spreckels, the yonngest son of Clauns
Sprockles, has sprung the latest sensa-
tion in the family altercation. In the
course of the frial of his injunction suit
aguaingt the Nevada bank, Rudolph
Spreckles’ attorney handed in an affic
davit full of ugly charges against his
father. Rudolph has'signed the docun-
meht aud duly ackHowledged it before
an attorney. Its purport is to charge
Claus Spreckles with endeavoring to in-
jure the credit of his two yonnger sons
to prevent them from paying the in-
debtedness of C. A, Bpreckles to his
father, - In the event of the obligation
not being met, certain securities in the
Nevada bank, turned oyer to gnavan-
tee payment, would® become the , prop-
erty of Claus Spreckles. Rudolph in
his affidavit denies thecharges made by
the bank that he aided or abetted the
He also charged

gmp purehiaser 6f the stock, but is try-

performance of a threat publicly made
that he would yet rain and destroy Ru-
dolph and break with: him. The affi-
davit alko alleges thit Clans Spreckles
is tryidg hard- todnjure the credit of
Rudolph and prevent: the ‘payment of
the debt’of C.'A. Spréckles when' it
fiills due. ' The ¢ase will go on tomor-’
TOW.L - . ol

' REMARKABLY RICH ORE.

A_Big Strike 'In nn ‘Tdaho Mine' Unex-
0O ., poctedly.

“/Boise, Idahe, April 9.—News has
been recieved here of aremarkably rich
strike niade in the Alta mine at De
Lamar. " An air shaft is being sunk.
Sole fimeago it struek into mineral-
ized “matter, wpparéntly 4. flat vein,
similar in'  that yespect to the other
veins in that Joealify.

£, During the past few days it béedme

‘wpparent that.the ore was valuable,'

Hndit Hits Been' sampled. The result of |
e saknpling AT /nssaying - has been

astonikhing.” Theé'dverage value of the

fxst fifty feot OF oré 1§ shiown to be §27

. s “next eight fest
0;ppxbom in gold. - Below
this the shaft. has pepatrated two and
onishal feet'of ore that has ziot, yet
bebn’ akéayed, ‘bot which shows to be
yery el "The Alta mine adjoins the
D¢ Lanar mine. 1t was recehitly bond-
ed. fo,.Dutch parties, who  have trans-

3 fexx('dv_»tahé‘,.lx‘jnd 1o  Chicago capitalists.

¢ =Bl price atowhich the: Chicago peo:
“ple take the property is understood’ to
e $100,000, and they have paid $5,000
to bind the contract.

. The Southern Pucific Employes.

San Francisco, April 10.—Snperin-
tmnﬁent J. A, Filmore, who has just re-
Anrned from'a tour of inspection over
‘the Portland and Oregon lines, declares
that there is absolutely'no frath in the
gtory;that a strike is imminent. The
engineers;, he says, patched up all their
differences with the company by agree-
ing to thé schedule. of wages now in
effent.  As for the. trainmen, whose
organiation includes conductors, brake-
men ind switchmen, they have agreed
with the company to work under the
terms of the readjustment enacted at
(the beginning of the year until June
1, on which date the company will con-
gider any complaints against any fen-

fight with the British last evening.

veritable man trap'in case of fire,”; *

ture 'of their wage schedule.

SOME CENSUS FIGURES

Interesting Because of Su-
preme Court's Decision.

A COMPILATION OF STATISTICS

They Show the Farms and Homes
Owned and Rented by the Peo-

ple of the Country.

Washington, April 11.—Thea compil-
ation of furms, homes and mortgages
statistics, made by the last census, is
interesting in view of the decision of
the supreme court. The statistics do
not, however, give details concerning
rents paid, A summary of the statis-
tics shows there are 12,690,197 families
in the United Btates, and of these fam-
ilies 62 per cent hire their farms or
homes, and 48 per cent own them,
while 28 per cemt of the owning fam-
ilies own subject to inemmbrance, and
72 per cent own free of incumbrance.
Among 100 familiés, on the average,
52 hire their farms or homes, 13 own
with incumbrance, and 35 without in-
cumbrance. On the owned farms and
homes there are liens amounting to $2,-
132,049,568, which is 87 per cent of the
value of the incumbered farms and
homes and this debt bears interest at
the ' average rate of 6.60 per cent,
EBach owned incumbered farm or home

|on the average is worth $3,8562, and is

subject to a debt of §1,257. )

In regard to the families ocoupying .
farms, the conclusion is that 84 per cent
of the families hire, and 66 per cent
own the farms cultivated by them; that
28 per cent of owning families ow1l sub-
jeet to incumbrance, and 72 per cent
own free of incumbrance. Among
1,100 farm families, on the average,
34 hire farms, 19 own their farms, with
incumbrance, and 47 without ineum-
brance. On the owned Luyms there are
liens amounting to #§1,085,995,960,
which is 85 per cent of the value of the
incumbered farms, and this debt bears
interest at the average of 7.07 per cent.
Each owned and intumbered farm om
the average is worth #3444, and is
sygbject to a debt of $1,224.

WALLS GAVE WAY,

Collapse of Two Business Structures at
“'ha_elln;'t

Wheeling, W. Va., April 11.—A¢t
§:20 o'olock this morning the south
wall of the four story brick building of
Hutchingon & Co., on the comer of
Main street and the alley south of
Twelfth street, collapsed-without warn-
ing. Next door north was Chapman &
Son's place. They were just finishing
a five-story brick block and they had
already stored init about §$14,000 worth
of paints, glass, ete., and wére doing
business there, Hutchinson. &  Co,
dealt in hardware, saddlery, ete., and

that building was packed full of goods.

The wall on the alley first féll out, pull-
ing with it the partition wall between
Hutchinson's and Chapman’s. The
crash of the falling buildings was ter-
rifie, and soon dréw thounsafids to the
scene.  The horror of the accidnet was
increased by a fire which broke out,
and as there was large quuitities of oil
and turpentine and like material in
Chapman's , the sitnation was hard to
meet. )
Four employes were caught in the
Hutchinson building. They were
Robert Winchester, Eugene Birch, P.
J. Horgn and M. J. Ford. The first
three have not been found, and are
doubtless dead. Ford was rescued.
Charles Haller and Adam Blum, the
junior partner, were penned against the
rear wall and were relensed urfinjured.
My, Hutchinson was in the second story
and was badly injured, but was reseuned
alive and hopes are entertained that he
may recover. ;
When the collapse came Ford was
gelling goods to Benjamin, Pritchard, a
wagon manufucturer of Buchanan, 'W.
Va. 'Pritchard’s body wad found lying
across Ford's legs. A short time be-
fore the accident Reyv. Father Parke,

vicar-general of the Cathilic diocese of

Wheeling, was seen to enter the alley,
and he was believed to bgkilled. This
Belief was sadly canfirmgd this evening,
when his body was recovered. He was
72 years old, a distingnished clergy-
man, chaplain of Mount'Dechantal ac-
ademy, and had been twide administra-
tor of the diocese. e
A Western . Union anessenger boy,
Harry Cowl, aged 14, is also thought
to have been in the alley, bat his body
has not been recovered. No others are
kmown to be lost. There was an early
roport that a cab, its driver and four
occupants were buried, by the falling
walls, but this proved to, be nntrue.

The falling brick and timbers knocked

4 hole in the three story brick building
across the alley, cocupied by (3. M. Rice
& Co., wholesale milljners, and smoke
and water ruined their yaluable stock.
The smoke also penetrated the adjoin-
ing house obenpied by Speyer Bros.,
wholegrle milliners, and their loss will
be heavy. Beveral other establishments
in the neighborhood were damaged toa |
small extent. The fire was not extin-
guished until 9 o’cleck in the evening.
The total loss will amount to over
£200,000.




