A DEAD PAST;

By MIRS. LOVETT CAMERON
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OHAPTER XXI11

He stood up, facing her, with hla back
1e the fire., Now that she could sea him
well, with the ligat of the lamp shining
full upon him, she could see that he was
very much altersd, e wayp thin, and
worn, and aged; his broad, manly Sgure
had shrunk; hls shoulders stooped; the
ey that used to ba beave nd buoyant,
now looked weary and lifeless. Bhe was
shocked to wsee blm wso changed, e
laughed shortly and bitlerly s be look
ed at her,

"1 have come hall across Kurops to
wee you, travellng night and day through
oll this frost and snow. [ have iaken no
rest, and scarcely any food for four
days, and all you can fod to say (o me
at the snd of it Ia 1o revile me for not
keeping out of your way.”

“What have you vome for?' 'she re
peated more geutly

“What bhave | come for? To aee you,
Nosamond—to still the raging hunger al
my hearl. Because, when 1 found out
where you were, | could nol rest uutil
| saw you again”

“How did you hear whers 1| waa?'
whie said wonderingly

“Phere was & man, a poor fellow from
this part of the conntry—ha Was con
sumptive, [ think—who met us, 1 hegrd
it from him at Mentone."

Mary's brother!  Hhe understood I
then., There was a sort of fatality about
It. Bhe sat down wearily

“What have you bieen doing with your
self, Belan? You look fearfully L™

‘I bhave been 1 fur months We
siarted, my eousin, Bdgar Raikes, and 1,
ta go to Chloa, Australis, heaven knows
where, We began by a furtnight in the
Austrian Tyrol, abd there | got lald up
with & sort of fever, 1 have been there
ever sinee tI & month sgo, when | man
aged to get down to the Riviera, 1 am
getting right new, suly. a bit wonk and
pulled down™

“And a journey like thin across Fu-
rope, b such wenther sud ln your presg
ent state! What madness, Briau! 1t is
enough to kil you!™

She looked at him with a kindly pity
ing concerns What surprised herself
mors than she could scconnt for was
the utter calmness and indifference with
which she saw him, Save In the frsl
moment of surprise, her pulses had beat
nwa faster for his presence His. voice
Lad no power to thrill her. «

“When trust In gone,” she told herself
as she looked at him, “then the founda.
tions of the bullding are undermined,
and with tlme and absence the ldol It
w61l woon crambles into powder.” Alond
sho aald to him, with n kindly reproach
it ber volee: “What folly could Induce
you to undertake such a Journey for
uothing, Bean?’

“Do you call (it nothing, then, that |
am here, that [ can wee you once more,
hear gour volee, touch your hands?"

He knelt down befors her on the
lienrthrug, and took her hand—hls own
trembled ahd shook, hers was as cold
as lie and as perfoctly unresponsive,

“Rosamond, tell me once agaln—let me
hear [rnm your lipe—that you love me
still, "Then | will ge. 1 ask for nothiog
more, That will he enongh for me. Tell
me that, once, and 1 will leave you."

“1 ecannot tell you that 1 love you,
Brian,” ahe sald coldly, wondering, as

, she spoke, at the fearful evidence of

selfinhiness of which snch words, from
this man to her whose life bhe had spoil-
o, gave evidence,

“You ecanoot say so! Do you mean
that you do not love me, Rosamoud 7 It
is lmpossible! You cannot have cedsed
to eare for me”

She withdrew her hands from his, and
resched them up behind her hend with a
wonry action. Her eyes wandered away
from his pleading, earnest fuce that was
haggard with passion and minery, Fora
moment or two she way silent, then very
alowly she suld;

“I'lje Ome thing wnder the wun which
s absolutely Imponsible, Brian, I8 to re-
kindle the ashes of a dead fire.”

He rose from his kneeling attitude at
her feet, and stood with his back to the
mantelpiecs. Then he drew a long, whiv-
erlng breath.

“ANL it is dead, then,” he sald almost
in a whinper,

“Yes," sho nnswered, still not looking
at him, It is dead, Thank God! thank
God!"

There was sllence hetween them .for
the space of four or five minutes-—abso-
lute sllence, during which the clock tlck-
ed steadily and the firo logs sparkied
and crackied, and Brian Desmond faced
the bitterest and ¢ruelest moment of his
whole life,

It was Rosamond who spoke first,

“You have left your wile, Briun, at
Mentone "

He atarted,

“My wife! Qood heavens! Surely you
know—you must have heard!”

She looked at him with Interest,

“What 1s it? I have heard nothlng."

“Ia It possible that you do not know
that my wife left me before I went
abroad 1"

“Your wife left youl" sha repented in
a volee of dismuay. “Do you meun that
you are pot living with her—that you
ure sepatated from her?"

“She, at all events, has separated ber-
golf frofi mi®,™ he wnld “bitterly, It
seems that no woman can atick to me
now, Very likaly 1 deserve It."”

“Bat, Helan," sho cried eagerly, “1
don't understand! Do you mean that
ghe left her home and went away? What
mnde her leave you?"

“ier own Adiotie Jealoury,"” he replied

irritably. “Home ope, | belleve, saw us
together that one evenlng—de you re
member It, Rosamond 1

Could she ever forget 11?7  Although

would say ‘o herself, simost
umph, “since be loved har so much,
could pever, by any effort, have set
in her place? Are not all the mistakes
of this world made by the women who
struggle for a man's love which thers Is
uo hope of thelr getiing? Batter to let
it go"

There was a glass-doored cabloet o

' the corner of the octagon room. It

was filled up to the topmust shelf with
specimens of old cut glass, It was part

lof Kitten's doty to dust the glass snd

th '
o Angulsh of It was past, the bare | o ol o der 6 their places. Kit-

recollection of that day In London was
suicient 1o make her shudder.

“Yeu, you, go on,” sbe sald, hantily,

“1 don't know who it was. Kither an
interferiug young fool, ealled Bir Roy
Urantley, who (magined hlmself 10 be lu
love with her, or ¢lse n mischiel-making
woman valled Talbol, | never can make
out which; but one of them must have
eeel uy togetheor and told her. She wrote
me a sensatiousl letter and left my
house,”

“Bat, Rrian, stiraly, snrely, that alone
could not have led her to such & strong
meanure,”’

“Oh, she was always Jealous about
you! Khe found ont-=she knew, | belleve

~that it wes you, and not her, whom 1
loved."”

“Aund It s J=1 who have worked
ber all this woe and agony!"” she moaned
“Oh, what ean | do? What ean | do?”

“Do not distress yoursell, Hosamond
Kitren was not like you: ahe Is & mere
child, a ereaturs with no depth or power
of feeling: she has the Incousequence of
immnturity, not the heart of a woman.
I do not think she has the power to feel
much, she in but a bahy."

“Ab, do wnot tajuk 0! erled Rosamond
eagerly “Io not Hatter yourself with
such a delusion, Brisy. Would a child
and baby—a were shallow, heartless
creature as you eall hee—have left Ler
hiome, her comforts it she had
not snffered acutely ¥°

Yl

baby ways, her keen pleasuars (o teitles,
her rapid changes of manner and of
feeling”

“What has that to do with ItT" cried

l

- hy,
Al, you do not know her, her 1|Hin‘| 'f”.
o

the shelves, and to replare these valua-

ten, mounted npon a low palr of steps,
wan carefilly dusting an old goblet of
groenlak-hued crystal, which she koew
better than Mre. Succurden could tell
her, was of unteld value, belug absolute
ly wulgue aud unreplaceabls; she was
still dreaming aboat Brian's youth, about
the beadtiful girl whom he had loved
leng ago,

Bhe could bear Mra. Buccurden's volee
talking volubly, and with & certain agi
tation and anlmation which was ubasual
to her, and as the volces drew nearer,
she wasn able to distingaish the house
Kerper's words,

“This way, miss—dear me, 1 beg your
pardop—ma'am | should have said! You
haven't forgotten the way I'll be bound
—learie me, to think of seelng yon here
srrin after all these yearm! It do seem
sirange indeed! And to think of your
living so near, too—only st Dunsterton,
and your never havings come over (o see
the old place befure!”

“Well, 1 have been & long time, cor-
tainly, In coming to see you, Mrs, Sue-
curden,” roplied o clear, erisp volee, with
A pleasant ring o it, pre-éminsutiy the
volce of a lady, ax Kitten was Instantly
aware, apd how great is the charm of a
refined and well brod volce,
to my shame, but to-day. 1 had & fancy
to bring my friend, Col, Trefusis, to
look ut the viearage gables and at the
dear old charel, aud as we were so péar,
I conkl uot resist the temptation
coming on across the park.”

“Aloug the old path, mise—ima"am, 1
mean: Ah, how many & time ['ve seen
you come springing up the slope with

y "
Rosnwond, with an Impntient wave of t your light steps!

bher haud. “No, | do not know ler, bhat
I think | know her bhetter than you do
that must be & natore that ean loare N
tensely, atd to whom love s elther life
or death. Bhe might have been ehildish,
bt you have mistaken lnexpetience for
ignorauce, and the teastfoloess of youth
for an evidenve of heartlessness  Brian,
find your wife and jake her back to your
heart and to your love, To her you are
all the world thank God, you
are nothing™

“Tu i1, Indeed, an vou sald last wight,
dend ashese™' he asked, looking wist
fully inte her dark eyes and grasping
her hand tightly,

“Absolutely and sutively.” she answer
s with that beisk coldness of vaolee,
that cheerful lelness of expression, which
in & more effectual extingnisher of love's
hope than a passon of reproaches or &
whole volume of angry deninl.

o me,

CHAPTER XXI1V,

“Where Is that girl, Ann?®"

“8he Iv ont In the park, ma'am."

“She Is slways ont In the park. It
inu't At for her to be out at all in sach
weather, with that congh of hers that
never gets wny better, Instead of being
a comfort to me. she is nothing bot a
burden and a responsibility, | am sure
I don't know what to do about her—and
there's nobody that 1 ean write to for
orders nownduys, wish the master amd
mistress gone shroad, and  even Mr.
Raikes as hav took himself off —the Lord
knows where! 1 think in my old, age,
that it Is hard to be saddled with a use
less child like that."

The speaker was Mrs, Rucearden; she
stood at the hinll deor shading her eves
from the bright winter sunshine, and
looking out over the snow-coverad slopes
that reached away, one below the other,
tiN they sank ioto the duzeling whitenbss
of the plaing below, She had not look-
ed long before she espiml. between the
bluck tranks of the beech groves sone
quarter of a mile away a wmall, dark-
robed figure that wandergd slowly aud

nimliedsly over the  (risp, snow-covered'|

riass, . s

“Phere she Iv," muttered the houses-
keeper, with a pucker of annoyance on
hér rorehend, “Poor feckless, half-witted
cregtdre, snuntering nlong as If it 'was
midsummer; with no more notion of tak-
ing care of herself than if she was o
buby. » Tom," sha called out to one of
the gardeners, who was sweeping the
snow in a desultory manper away from

that ‘I want her,”
She came obadient to the snmmons;

A small, \fili‘b-iikp figure of a givl In her

dark dress, with a face that seemed
searcely humun in Its absolute transpar.
ent pallor, g ;

“You wanted me, Mrs, Succurden ¥

“Yeu. 1 want you to come In! It s
not fit for you to be wandering about
in the snow like that, Have you washed

1 the best dinner servics, as 1 told you?"

“Yes, I have done all the work you
set me to do" .

“Come In then, and go and dust the
glnes In the octagon room.”

Kitten ‘dld what she was told., She
went luto the octagon room, It was the
rooth where Edgar Ralkes used to sit—4
the room which Brian had once used as
his own, and where the photograph of
Miss Gray stood in it frame with the
closed brass doors, dpon the mantelshelf,
It was & place that.had a satfange fascl
nation’ for Kitten, 'She would stand
whole minutes at 8 time: motionless st
the window that looked out over the
now barred trees’ towarls” 'the ' grey
church tower in the hollow,

Kitten never went nto the octagod
room without dreaming by the window
for u while, nor without a glance Inside

[}

ithe: front (door, “go and tell Catherine §

They were well within the room by
now, The tall Indy in ber long fur cloak,
aud the slight figured gentlemnn a little
behind ber, looking abour him with
keen, kindly blue eves, and behind them
both, Mrs. Boccanden, in her white eap
amd black silk gown, with her basket
of keys in ber hands, Kitten, from her
vantage ground st the top of the steps,
could see the group whoe invaded her
solitude, while they were nuaware of her
presence,

“You have n great deal of glass here,”
anld the geutleman to Mrs, Roecurden.

“Ah, Fou wonld like to go over the
Lionsea, no doubt, sir,”™ replied the honse-
keepor, 1 will see if 1 can find the
lend gardener; he Is generaully aboul at

| this hour.”

She led the way out of the reom; the
gentleman “went with her. The Indy in
the loug for clonk made no #fort o fol
low then,  8he was left alone, sinnding
by the window where Kitten lLad so
often stood with ber back to the room,
and her eyes rivetied upon the grey
chureh tower,

Hosamond moved from the window at
length: then she did exactly what Kits
ten herself had done lmndrede of times,
She went straight to the mantelplece,
awd opened the brass doors of the paint-
ed mininture. Blie took it down frow
ite place and gazed long and earnestly
at the lovely face. biright with youth
nud happiness, that smiled back at her.

She turued away feom the fireplace,
lenving the doors of the picture wide
openn.  Then Kitten saw her face, and
behind It that other face, that was the
same, only not the same, The beautiful
fenturea were nanltered, the eyes were
ax lovely, the proud pose of the head
was unmistakable, only that in the living
wotnan the curves of the langhing mouth
of the pictured one were drooped and
saddened, and the hand of sorrow and
suffering had swept like a storm cloud
aover the once bright and feariess brow,
But all thav Kitten reglized at that mo-
ment was oneé thing slome. This wan
Rosamond Karle, whom Briag. Desmond
loved! . #

. Thie room swam round hes ber wides
open eyes geew dark and dazed with un.
speakable pain and ang then eame

ctash and the iy rin of bhiok el ;G‘},Wﬁm

as the medineval goblet fell. shittered

into a thousand atoms upon the parguet
flooring, then a dull, heavy thud, and &
fittle dark-robed form slipped suddenly
down from the top of the steps into a
huddled mass upon the ground.
{To be contiinted,) -

. —————p—

i Getting His Money’s Worth,,

“Why doesn't Tightwad buy _bils
gtamps at the postoftice instead of go-
ing to that-pews stand every night?
_#The news dealer bandles the base-
ball extra.” PN :

“1 see, Tightwad buys one every
night, eh?"’

“Ob, 'no! You see, the papers lay
on the showease and while the clerk
Is gettng the stamps Tightwad reads

the soorey —Detroit  Tribune,

Comparing Records, ;
© “No, indeed," she sald. "1 can neve
be your wife. Why, I had half a dox-
en offers before yours"

_“Huh!" rejoined the young man in
the ease “That's nothing:. I prog

to at least a dozen ‘}l‘!‘l b’ul_.'o;dfl_' wt

you.” e '

« In Hard Luck.
. The Judge—Have you anything to
offer the court before sentence I3
passed on you?

The Prisoner—No, your honor; 1 had
$13, but my lawyer appopriated It.

Monday, January 22.
Washinguwon, Jan, 22,—The
of regulating raliroad rates
tieally all of tne time of the senate to-
day, notwithetanding that no bill with
that end in view bas been reported

prac-

from the interstale commit.
tee., The discussion of the subject was

in with Clery's speech, Al
dﬂm. Bailey and Newlands

the ipants in ad-
priv-o e el i

Olay advocated the passage of & bill
which would give the Interstate Com-
merce commission power to regulate
rates, when complained of, and said
that, if there wss no legislation along
that line, the country might count up-
on sgitation of the question of govern-
ment ownership. In that connection,
be referred to the large vote given ) r
Hearst in the late New York municipal
slection as an indicstion of the poplari-
ty of municipal ownership of publie
utslities.

Washington, Jan. 22,—~With & point
of order pending, the eight-hour clause
of the Panama canal item in the urgent
deficiency bill wag buffeted about in
debate during the grester part of to-
day's session of the boure. The debate
waa general and the point of order
which will be made by Hogg of Colo-
mdo, or by Williams, the minority
leader, can only be made when the sec-
tion is considered for amendment.

While the eight-hour provision al

| \be Panama pars of the bill is what is
| objected to most strenuously, speeches
were made for and against the adminie-
tration's canal policy. Williams, the
minority lesder, declared the work of
digging ought to be done by contract
De Armond, of Miesouri,

contended thet this conld not be done
successfully, and Burton, of Ohlo, urg-
od that congress should scrutinize ap-
propriations. Hepburn, of Tows, urgtd
the necessity of centralization in re-
sponsibility, and wanted the president
held responsible for the work.

|
Saturday, January 20.

Washiogton, Jan. 20, — The cry of
graft raised iu the house of representa~
tives this afternoon cansed the defeal
of an amendment to sn urgent deficien-
cy bill apppropriating $10,000 to sup-
ply an expresa deficiency in ‘the fund
used for the payment of transportas
tion charges on silver from the sub-
treasury to trade centers. The amend-
ment was proposed by General Kiefer,
Rep., and was dpposed by Reprsents-
tives Tawney, Mion,, Smith, Ia., and
Hill, Conn. Representative Hill raised
the | o'ntlof 'order against it. He lost.
Hill eharged that the appropriation
was a specied of grait for the express
company. Smith joined in the declar-
ation that it was no longer necessary
for the Federal government to continue
the appropriation, and that if the
transportation of silver was not made
so profitable the coin would remaein in
circulation longer.

s

Washiogton, Jan, 20.— Muormurings
are heard in the senate of a poesible re-
volt by the beet eugar m=n against the
Philippine tariff bill, taken up tloday
by the committee of Philippines for
consideration. The opposition of the
beet sugar industry to the Cuban re-
ciprocity treaty developed s stremgth
among the Republicans of eeven votes.
This was enough to detest the ratifica-
tion, & two-thirds vote being necessary.
The same strength could not defeat the
Philippine bill, which only requires a
majority. -

Friday, January 19.

Washington, Jan, 19. — Reform in
the mufter of making deficiency appro-
pristions agitated the houee today,
and the gntire time was devoted to its
diecussion, with: the.exception of & sort
upecch for free hides by Perkins, of
The wurgeney d:ficiency
bill was being considered under general
debate order, and Littaver, of New
York, in charge ol the bill, set the pace
by pointing out the failure of the legis-
lation of laet year to carb the beads of
departmants in ¢heir demands for defi-
clency supplies.

. Thursday, Jaruary 18.

Warhington, Jan 18.—There was an
echo of yesterday’s étormy session in the
senate ‘today, when Tillman presented
his rebolution directing a senatoria! in-
vestigation into the. msmoval of Mrs,
Minor Morris from. the white house.
The resolution provoked no debate, and
Tillmén contented himeself with a briel
statement, in which he said that he
would mot bave introducd the resolu-

Hague Delegates Chosen.
anldlngton. Jan, 22, — Becretary
Root today announced that the Ameri-
can representstivea to the approaching

conference to be held at The Hague will
be Joseph H. Choate, farmerly ambas-
sador to B i H . Porter, for-

and Judge

Jmmbas to Fr
Rose, of Little Rock, Ark., ex-presi-

‘| dent of the American Bar association.

Besides these delegates there may be
others, the number being conditional
upon the Russian representation, and
there will also be & number ol secre-

taries, stenographers and interpreters.
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subject of emphatic denuncistion by
Tillman in the senate today. His re-
marks called out remonstrances from
Hale, Hopkins and Daniel, and led to
the very abrupt cloging of the doors
snd the sudden adjournment of the
senate in the middie of the afternocn.

personally thrusts at the president, At
times he wept over what he regarded
a8 the indignities to the lady, and his
voice and eyes were full of tears when
he declared, in the face of protests from
his fellow senators, that he wounld de-
mand an investigation of the white
house incident. :

Washington, Jan. 17. — In response
to the Bulger resclution passed by the
house Becretary Metealf, of the de-
partment of Commerce and Labor, to-
day sent to the house the report of
Special Immigrant Marcus
Braun, which deals at great length
with the charscter ol the immigrants
wmln‘gto this country and the ntiwﬂcm
of the European governments upon
matter. Mr. Braun declares that be
has incontrovertible evidence thas,
while the number of aliens shipped to
this country who are legally inadmissi-
ble due to disease is diminishing, im-
migrants inadmissible for other reasons
are constantly bronght into the coun-
try in large numbers “‘by the concerted
action of some Eunropean governmenta
and steamship agencies, by bankers and
schemers of all sorts.”

\\ Tuesday, January 18.
Washington, Jan. 16, — The Phillp
pine tariff bill was passed by the house
todsy substantially the same as it caine
from the ways and means committee.
The vote was 258 to 71. Rice was
made subject to the same tariff as sugar
and tobacco — 25 per cent of the Ding-
ley rates — and one or two changes

were made as to the language.

Wasbington, Jan, 16,—Unexpectedly
the senate today found itself consider-
ing the mailroad rate question, which
was precipitated by Fulton'’s taking the
floor to make a brief gpeech In explan-
ation of an amendment offered by him
to the Dolliver bill, giving to courts of
justice authority to modily orders of
the Interstate Commeerce commission
imposing an unreasonable rate. He
had not proceeded far when he was
switched from a general explanation of
the terms of the provision to a defense
of the principle which it seeks to es-
tablish, and a general debate ol the
bill followed,

The merchant marine bill was then
laid before the senate and Gallinger
nrged early attention to this subject.
Beott spoke in support of the bill.

The pure food bill was then taken up ¢
and & number of committes amend-
ments were agreed to, Hepburn gave
notice that after the conclugion of the
routine murning business tomorrow he
would ask' the senate to fix & “day for
taking a vote on the bill,

Continue Black Sand Experiments

Washington, Jan. 18.— The reported
urgent deficiency appropriation bill to-
day carries $80,000 to continue the in-
vestigation of miperal lands in Alaska;
also $25,000 to continue the investiga-
tion of black sands at Portland.

Favors Alaskan Home Rule.
Piles, Lodge and Allis n and unoffiical
delegate 8. 8. Ryan, of Alasks, today
called on the president and elicited
from him & promise that Alaska should
have home rule. Lodge and Allison,
the two strongest men in the senate,
said they favored this mbve, and the

dent heartily promised to give it

issupport. Asa cornerstone for the'
new regime, hé promised to appoint an |
Alnskan as governor to rucdeed Brady,
who will soon resign becaase of the in-
discretionn.




