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A DEAD PAST P
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CHAPTER XXI1.—{UContinusl.;

To save iWliten. or indesd w benefit
hae oven In the wmallost degree, there
was uolbiug upon the Ince of tha earth
which Moy wgs mot prepared tq do, or
dare, of endure. But the guestion was
not what Be would de, but whether Fe

sllcla would foel disposed to sacrifice her
soll Lo mave Lhe repulation of & woman,
whom she kuew but slightly, and to
whom she owed nothing whatever,

By degrees, ns be thought it over, as
he pofiored upon Margaret's suggestion,
turning M over and over in his mind, an
sutirely vew and origion) dea Hashed
Iuto his braln,

Wiy shond he pot pretead 1o be on
grgrd?  And what good renson conid Fe
Yola sbrlug forward to refuse her cousent
e & merely nomingl engagement which
should last a couple of months st the
Jougestt There really wseemed pothing
finpracticabile to him in the ea, Felicia
and be had always understood each other
perfectly and were quite eapuble of keep-
ine & secrsl hetween them.

The more Moy thought about It the
Wore mbiifle did the whole thing
aoety, and the less it ettered his mind o

nud rany

Imagine that bie cousin could refuse t
ocoreperale with him

Fel cia trnutley went aboul nll one
summer's day with a eloud upon her
Lirow, & burden of horrible nneeriaint)
{1 ber lieart, aud & most slognlar letter

from Moy In ber poekel

Mr. Halkes had sat for half an hour In
her drawing roow, balapcing his silck
betweenn hin koees, nud startug glovmlly
at the carpel.

“SWhat do yoo th
for the twent.eth time;
with HBrian, or poT"’

"You must be the best Julge of
Mr, Halkes,” Felicls had anvwered
ly—wery coldly

The meanuted tones struck lee lnto his

ink.” he asked
“shall 1 go abroad

e r

that
cold

aaitl. How could he posslbly goess that
hor heart was o & tomully and that she
had & difculty In keeping back her
toaral

Kdgar Nalkes looked at her gloomily
and miserably, Bhe did not care then,
he wupposed, whether he stayed or weatl
1t made no difference 1o her; amd how,
indeed, could he expect It, or now dare o
frame In words the miserable thoughts
that wera surging In his heart; he who
was & pauper, to thie girl, whose money
and whose fears of Leiug sought for her
furtune, seemed 1o stand like a forbid-
ding angel between hlm and his chiclest
deaire,

“1L sopposs then 1 had belter go”
sald miserably, with an leflection that
was almost a quesiion In his volce, and
something wistful In his eyes which i
was & pity that Felicla was samngrossed
with ber red and yellow silks as not to
pee,

“That s for you to decide”
coldly.

Her very colduess shonld, perhaps
have shown him that she did care, but
ho did pot understand that. Few men
know womets well enongh not Alwags to
take what they sny for what they really
mean.,  Bdgar Rulkes merely supposed
that hls case was hopeless, He shook
hands with her in silence, abd left her
and when the frant door had l-rmlnlau.i
med upon lis departing footateps, Fell
cin Nung her sllks and her plugh, on to
the ground, Iald her head upon the table
In front of her and burst inte tenrs

All thin touk |-1nu- in the morning. And
then eamwe Roy's Jetter, npd Fejloin. weut
aboat her dally busipess, her shoppings
and her vinitings, with a load of anxlety
ot her mind, In the evening she wnsa tu
give Roy bLis angwer,

They were (o meol at some private
theatrlcals, and it was theroo that  he
would ask her for her decision,lo surely
the atrangest proposal which a man ever
made to A waman,

When dinner time care Fellein was
sl undecided. For n wonder she wna
dining at home with*her father, They
took thelr places In silence opposits ench
other. And Mr. Grantley began his usu-
al comments,

“Why didun't you ask Haikes to din-
per 7T

“Ha is mtaying with poor Mr, Des
mond; 1 didn't like to ask himi to leave
him."

That very morning Mra, Talbot saun-
tered down Dond street, when she al
mont stumbled fnto  Brian  Desmond’s
arms as he ‘camg quickly romd the cor-
ner of Grosvenor sireet,

Here was a chance of mischief making
which our friend Gertrude was not In the
leant likely to neglect. Bhe laughed and
stood still, so immediately lo front of
him that Brisn bad no chance but to
stand still, too,

“You nearly knocked me down!" she
crled playfully, “Then asked guickly:
vAny news of that nauglty little traant,
Mra. Desmond ¥

“1 have not heard from my wife to-
dny,”” answered Drian frowningly.

“0Oh! of course yon know where she
8% she eried lightly. “I tell everybody
80, I've been fighting her battlea for her
everywhere, Of course, there Is not an
atom of trath In all the unkind things
people say, as I tell everybody. No truth
about her, that ia to say. Of course, you
are n very naughty, bad man Indeaed!"

Brinn's brow grew black as thunder.
‘No one had dared to breathe a word to
him of scandal concerning his wife. It
had been Bdgar Ralkes' constant eare to
seo that no such reports reached his
ears. (ertrude was pretty well certain
that he had been told of nothlng,

“Kindly ‘explain yourself, Mra. Tal-
ibot,” he sald haughtily and sternly,

he

she aaid

“What Is it eoneerniog my wife that r-i
are kind enotigh to toll people, and what
are the battiea whigh yolt are generous
suongh 1o wage on hef nesount 7

"Oh, my dear fellow, don't look so
eroms, | aswure yoy 1 have eqoiradieted

It everywhers, Only just now | mctl
same people who (declared that Roy
Lirantley was still away; but it is guite
untrue, for | saw Roy In a hausom not
ten minutes ago (he looked as white as
A sheet, by the way), but of all the false,
wicked, eruel slanders on an lobocent
Uttle darling like your wife! Howerer,
you and | know the world, don't we?
and, after all, for you 1o complain would
be the pot ealling the kettle black, Good
by, Brian, | wmay eall you se just for
coce, mayn't 17 You and | were alk
ways gooll [riends, though you haven't
pald mwe one compliment or admired my
new dress; bat then | know ‘Falr Rosa-
wond’ s all In all s you now!™ And,
with this parting shot she kissed her
fingers lightly to him, and ranished round
the corner of the street.

As to DBrian, he turoed slowly and
dully away, He could not go down to
the |“I1|l. nor walk ﬁ‘lll\‘ “um‘! atreat
and EBt, James sireat now, to run the
gauntiet of ks friends’ pliylng or in-
guiring glances. Ile turned back and
weiat slowly homewarnl, His miserable
secret was known, and his wife's oame
wan coupled with that of another man.
e wer his conshn coming out of his own
lioaname

“We will start at once—thls wvery
nlght,” he sald to iln. 1 eannot bear
the shame of this,"" and then he repeated
to him what Mes. Talbor bad sald con-
cerning hin wife

“a not her," mald Bdgar
Rakes, stoutly. “To have repented such
A thing to you. she must boe what | have
always taken her to be. 2 bad-lhearted
waomnn, Biay st home ke a man,
Brian, find your wife and vindicate her
uame by bringing ber back In the face
of the world."

"No, no, let us go, If not~o-day, let it
be to-morrow.” he answered gloamily,
fur there wan that other tronble, con
cerning RNosamond EBarle, of which he
eould speak 1o no one, welghing upon
his heart That, was, it seems,
known and spoken about, and to mave
Rosamond's name it secmied to him that
he bhnd wo alteruative, save to get him-
self away oumt of England., There was
no refuge for him save in flight, As to
Kitten, she had beon, foollsh, but her
very simplicity and foolishoess would
sive her.  With Rosamond it was dif-
ferant.  If Kitten's fight were onee to
be attributed to its trae cause, then the
volee of slander would not spare the
womnn of whom his wife was jeslous.

He had made up his mind to go. By
noon the next day n wonderful thing had
taken place. In every club, in every
house whers Mr, and Mera. Desmond's
pame and story had Heen known, there
went about a strauge ‘and astonishing
plece of newe.  Everybody was talking
about it,  Bir Koy Grantley was engngel
te hin vousin, the heiress,

‘And, of course, sald llll fickle voice
of the multitude, “it |« w{deutlr i pos-
sible that there wonld have bheen any
truth fa that other story of his unfor-
tnnnfe attachiment to Mrs, Desmond.™
Kitten's niimeé was saved,

And Edgar Ralkes, going in for a8 mo-
ment to hiseluly 1o get his lettors, heard
the story, two. Then he weut back to
|ﬂ\\\nuqu Bruare, and !m sail;

2y |(| us go at onee

They started frome Charing Cross that
very uight.

helleve

Lo,

CHAPPTER XXIT,
2 Itois wix monthet lnter.  From July to
Juouary: A great mauny things In the
worll's history may take place n six
wonthsg

Bome such thonght wan In the mind'g
a woman who sat very stlll 'in ‘the I.\\'
liglit cof A winter's. afternooh, staring
dreamiy Jinto the. red ‘couls of the ke
i frout of her :

The world outside. was white with,
snow. Snow upon fhe cottnge eaves,
upon garden palings, and upon the stone
pillars of the garden gate, snow in lhil‘.k
maspes upon the lanrel hedge, and &

vanlshed specdily awny Inte misty . dark-
ness, and snow again upon the distant
slionlders  of round<backed hills which
Inomed weirdly: against the gloomy sky.
And the woman lersell sat sl apd
motlonless by the fireside, with the red
light flowlng full ‘upon her, Her dress
i+ of blpck velvet, plain ax any nun's,
vel with a certain richness in ity har
monfots folde.  Theré are white Ince
frills at her throat and wrints, and the
gleam of dinmods. upon the hand npon
wliteh she restw her oval chesk,

Rosamond Harle I8 dolog what she has
seldom allowed hersell to do of late: she
is dissecting her own heart.

Tusensibly she had grown to have bnt
one Interest in her existence, one seli-
tary pleasure to which she looked for-
warde~the perlodical visits of her land-
lord, John Trofusis. She led a life of
absolute seclusion at Dunsterton. The
red brick cottage npon the ontskirts of
the village gréen, with its tiny lawn and
Its mininture flower garden, and with the
glimpse of the Keppington hills away
through the gate, had suited her por-
pose admirably, Here &he had battled
through the worst of ber sorrow, and
had come forth scatted and wounded
indeed from the fight, but a eongueror
in the end.

“"How right 1T was to go away at once

white pall upon the winding Yane that |

t ton.” she axld (o Nessell often,
Buf she had po ldes that Hrian was

nbroad, ez that ‘s wifs was not
hiving with Thm. tih tareway vil
lige bo resueds of the dolngs and say-

iligs of the world lul reachod her ears,
and she certainly fSattered berself that
her pwa relreatl was absclutely unknown
to all mave to her one friend. Colonel
Trof usis.

And gradually and insensibly this one
friend became more and more to her
His unflagging devotlon, his enwearylng
llm could oot fall in the end to

.uT effect upon her. He never

er of love, but the atmosphers

0! his lave surrounded her. Bhe did not
love dbut ahe learped to depend apon

him, ‘It Jx often sald that & heart cam

be ealight at & rebgund.

Her politude was broken br her par-
lor mald, who tapped st the door and
desired 10 know If she might speak to
her. Bbe was a rosy-cheeked Yorkshire
girl, whose faiher had been a farmer,
but who bad falled, owing to bad sea-
sons aod high rents, so that his ehlldren
had all had to go out into the world and
earn their living. Polly Whaflle, an she
Lad been called In the days when she
iled her time over her father's farm
gate, and when Hdgar Ralkes employed
his spure moments in making love to her,
had entered Mre. Earle's service upon
her first arrival nt Dunsterton, under
the more dignified same of Mary.

Some slx weeks ago Mrs, Earle had
been very kind to Mary's brother. whose
chest was delicate, Bhe had undertaken
to wapport him for the winter in the
south of France, and by the help and
ssaistance of Colopel Trefusia, young
Whaffle bad been sent out te an invalid
establishmwent manoged by an English
slsterhood at Mentone, 1t was of this
brother that Mary came to speak.

“1 have had a letter to-day fram my
brother, wma‘sm.”

“ladeed; and how is he, Mary ¥*

“Oh, o much better already, ma'am,
and so grateful 1o you apd the ecolonel
for all your goodpess to him"” And
then Mary proceeded 1o enter Into a
detajled asecount of ber brother's eon-
ditlon and of his sorroundings at Men-
tone, which were all of great interest to
his benefaciress After which Mary
sald, rather bluakingly, “And only think,
ma'am, he met & friend there one day,
soch a kind geotlemnn whom we all used
to know at home, Mr. Iaikes, who lived
up at the Hall"

“At Kepplugton, do yon mean?"

“Yen, ma'nm, he was Mr. Desmond's
counin, and he used to live there, h

way a great friend of mine,” she added,
with a little emsvions shmper.

Mre. Earle fell to musing. HRaikes,
Ralkes, who was he? Ah, yes! she fan-
cled she remembered n family of that
name;

young Gearge,” continued Dolly,
mquired so mueh after we;

that through the Instrumentality

Brisu Desmond to 'lenrn where /|
she waw living.

Mentone, but thdt Brian
been a bystunder st the Interview be

[or & moment into her calealations,
Eleven o'clock. struck.

of the' elo

she catight a-simnd outslds at the gar-

agaln, Her dog put op Wis nose, aod ut-
tared a low growl.
her book .suddenly, and stood up.
door bell raug. J

taln,

the “door Le ejm n,

At last, huwonr. «he opened lht ﬁnor
Thepo stood putalde, . upon the ‘doorstep,
& map, wrapped in a long, loose travel
lng cloak, with a beavy cape’ bo.it.

nway.

at “this hour of the
mood, " -SuEmmoning - wp hr unurlte. “ul-
thoupl - alié wan' secretly “souwhat (-
.mhed +hisg volece.. B
hour,

walked five miles xhruuq J.ln (MY
Miy'1 come Tnd"

hall;
sick sense of miserable helplénnnis,
He came in, .

and repulsion, .

“Why ba%e you come tn lrouhlu me?
she said to him,
volee, and
the warmt
rooin,
door on such a night!

nl'[ll’ﬁa.
towards the blazing wood logs. He look.

him.

more,

she, too, repeated once again.
you not at least keep out of my way?"'
(To be continned.)

apd to leave no trace of my deatina-

before opening it

. | statehood fight made its appesrance on

was there two years, 1 dnrony and lm|

mwany sons and many daughters,
whose mother was a neady wldow, and
of whom mention used often to be made
ni Keppinton in years gone by, No doubt
this youug man was one of this famlily.

“He bas been very kind indeed to
[ “and
and then
he gave him thred moversifnn for him-
self, so that-George is quite rich now.”

“Fhat wap very kind of him.," an-
swered ber mistress absently. And then
Mary left her, and she thought no more
of U; nor did jt ocenr (o her Yo imagine
of
Gieorgd Whatfle it would be possible for
L Was
Edgar NMalkes might
e his cousin, and be might also be at
shonld have

tween the' two cértAfily never entered

The last note
¢k had senrcely rung bhefore

den gate) the click of the iron lateh, then
the slow swing of the hinge followed
iy the clang of the gate as it fell back

‘Rosamond shut up
The :

Bhe stood for a momgeyt half under-
Stonlll she wummon thie servants
from thelr beds, or shokld nhe lo to

e bie snw!hér he mpde a ndf step
mm' I} jhouglr Im\ woul ‘ﬁiu turned

“Whao areiyon wrl-Yh,'t dq you want

RbETY, said, Bos-

easy.  And thea he npoka. aud alin_ree-

" *Forglve me’ for mmln;, at widy ¥n
The train: broke downy 1 chave

She backed ‘slowly’ Jrom Nim” Iplo e
n grest ehilk strock <hee sol,’ a

divested himself of his
heavy clogk and of his hat, shaking the
suow from them fito the porch. Her.
eyes rested npon him ahnost with terror

in n lmmn. hollow | &
rot she led the way back into

and light of her sitting
For liow turn o dog from' her

“Ah, how warm and bright!" he mur-
stretching down his cold hands

ed very cold as he stooped dver the
binze, and so pale and wanp; It struck
her with & keen pang of angulsh to ses

“You must forgive me for comlng #o
late, Rosamond,"” he snid to her once

“Why—why have you come, Brian?"
“Could

————————————— —4
Always place a large book on a table

Monday, Jan. 16.

Washington, Jan. 16, — Benator Ba-
con today snccesded in secaring an open
discussion of the Moroccan question by
the senate. This result was accom-

by the introduction of a reso-
ation making a declaration against in-
lorference on the part of the United
States in any controversy among Euro-
pean nations concerning NKLW
faire. The brosd scope
Mnlkrdithonthopuintd order
made on the Moroccan res)lution, snd,
notwithstanding that Bacon referred
{reely to the Morocesn conference, no
“Hort was made to put him off. He
-poke st leogth in ition to the
policy [of_interference in European in-
ternal complications, pointing out the
possibility of dissstrous consequences,
and his address brought out & number
of questions and Interruptions to reljeve
the proceedings of the characterization
of a set %

A number ol senators msde short
speeches againet the resolution and jin
the end it was relerred to the committee
on foreignrelations, and the merchant
marine bill'was laid belore the senate.
Gallingerofiered & number of amend-
ments to tbo bill, which were
to. The amendmenys related principal-
ly“:o the naval militias proposed by the
bill.

A bill introduced by Bmoot, giving to
homesteaders on the recently opened
Ulntah reservation an extension until
May, 15, 1908, 10 establish residences
was passed.

At 3:44 p. m. the senate weat into
executive session, and adjourned at

4:02 p. mg
Washington, Jan, 15.—General de-
bate on the Philippine tariff bill was
concluded in the house today, having
been continved daily since January 4.
The bill will be taken up for amend-
ment under the five minute rule tomor-
row, and put on its passage either to-
morrow or the next day.
Preceding the debate today,

the

| the floor for the first time, in the form
of a personal explanation by Babeock,

ot Wisconsin, credited with being tho
leader of the opponents of the joint
statehood forces, Babcock denied that
his course in opposition to the bill was
dictated by any feeling of revenge be-
caure he had not been made chairman
of the appropristion committes. He
alro took occasion to state his position
in favor of tariff revision.

Saturday, Jan, 13.

Washington, Jan. 18. — There were
nine speeches in the house today on
the Philippine tariff bill, consuming
nearly six and one-half hours. Three
of the speakers opposed the bill and
six favored it. Those who argued for
the measure were Gaines, of Tennessee,
Thomas, of North Carolina, who in-
cluded a plea for the Southern farmer
and demanded reciprocity to benefit the
cotlon-seed oil industry; Needham,
of ‘California, Garrett, of Tennessee,
Gardner of Massachusetts and Scott, of
Karkas. The opponents of the measure
were Young, of Michigan, Loud, of
Minnesota, and Morris, of Nebruh
The debate is to close Monday at &
o'clock, the session tolngln at 11 in
the morning.

Friday, Jan. 12.
Waghington, Jan. 12.— Interest wae
[njected into the Philippine tariff de-
bate in the hounse today by ‘M hu-
setis idea’’ tariff expressions by Me-
Call, of that state, by & character study.
of the Filipino by Longwortl, of Obio,
angd by a defense of President Roosevelt/
:riy Pou, s Democrat from North Caro-

na.
bar of speeches delivered on' the mérits
of the bill, nearly all of whloh were in
oppai,tioa todt., = 4 A ¥

Dariog the day .an. mmt
rfmbad whereby the dohtt, is o con-

tinne for two days. move,,: Lovee is
to meet at 11 o'clock tomorrow and
Hmth- to alon gu-ml Mta at &

odn) .‘ﬁm tenate.
oéh’ by Heybura in
support of hiw bill creatin
bosed fot. the control of \eorporations,
' inzylgﬁh Mﬂmouumml Btreet be-
v nce with
thd” aftaind. d. the mtry “He eaid
that when the ‘‘street'’ could not .dic-
tate tho ﬂunoial course of the govern-

Besides thees there' were % num- | p

"8 national
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speech by Grosvenor. of Ohio, who be-
gan the debate, and of an extended re-
ply by Williams, the minority

The speech of Grosveor was spiced wi

tion from Champ Clark, st whom Grog-
venor simed mfost of his arguments.
Adams, of Wisconsin, opposed (He
bill, but advocated the readj t &f
the tariff on business principles, Me-
Kinley, of California, delivered his
first epeech in the house in favor of the
measure, and pointed a finger of -
ing toward the growing industries of
Japan,
Waednesday, Jan. 10.

Washington, Jan. 10.—The sehsts
made it plain today that it had yedtes-

day all that it wants to bear for g.
present on the Morocean q .
There were two opportunities to l'mmc
consideration of the subject, but both

were avoided, apparently with the x
sent of all the members, and the
adjourned at a oomp:ntinly

hour rather than take it up.

For the fest of the session the senate
gave attention in turn to the guestioh
of salaries paid to Panama kanal of-
cials, to the pure food biHl and the
merchant marine shipping, bill, but

without taking action on apy one of
those subjects. The canal sibject wap
discussed by Simmone the

purp
food bill by Heyburn. The only w&:
taken on the shipping bill was that !
reading it at Iln[th ..
speech in favor of the Philippine tariff
bill by Dalzell opened the proceedings
in the house today. It was followed by
several others against the measure,
most notable of which was a two-hour
address by the veteran statesman, ex-
Bpeaker Keifer, of Ohio, who returns to
the house after a retirement of 20
years. Keifer bespoke a '‘standpat’
doctrine of the most pronounced type.
lie said be wonld oppose the pending
bill because it was a concession to
Democratic principles. His speech was
replete with recoliections of earlier
days and 1eceived the close:t attention
and liberal spplause from both sides of
the chamber, 5

. * Tuesday, Jan. 8,

* Waehington, Jan, 9. —~The pmprlm
of discussing in open senate s o
tion-introduced by Senator Baoen eal-
ling upon the president for an accoynt
of his, sppointment of delegates foa
conferenice in Moroecan affairs
to be held by Eunropean powers at Al-
gericas, Bpain, was considered for four

| bours today, and then by strict party

was vote, il was decided that the resolation
should be executive bosiness. Bacon
in supporking his resolution, contended
for a puhMe session, and Bpooner de-
clared that the adoption of the resolu-

| tion would bwan encroachment by ‘the
| senate upon. the econstitntional rights
4 of the president, and virtnally of his

powers as chiel magistrate.

WasBitigton, -Jan. 9 — The Phil
pine {&¥iff measure was the single t

| of tonslderation: in the house toddy?

The ' speeches were uniformly sgai
the measare and were allowed to go, in
general, ‘withont answer, Digression
in the form of tariff revision disenssion
was made in a brief speech by Gilleste,
of Massachusetts, who lavored Cana-
dian’ reciprocity. Bonynge, of Colb-
rado, discneeed the bill from the stand-
point of the beet sugar industry.

‘ Reyolt Agmnn Omnon.

“Washingtan, Jan. 9, — Speaker Can-
non’s efforts to win the insurgentd over
to the Hamilton joint' statehood bill
bave met with little. snccess apparent-
ly, and the jpint statehood . propokition
is still shrouded in uncertainty. The
insurgents claim they have more than
58 votes, the number which, conpled
with the solid Democratic m!. will
force & consideratiop .of amendments to
the Hamilton bill. Two or thres Re-
publicans are reported to have been
won over to the administration meas-
ure, throngh Bpeaker Cannon,

Patents on Oregon Claims.

Washington, Jan, 15.—~ On behalf of
the miners and homesteaders of Ore-
L , Benator Gearin has requested the
ordhrior ldaplrl:;?t to wlt.bdmr ite

er o! last suspending patents
on mineral ?:d homestead entries In
that state. The senator is especially
interested in laving patents issned
mineral eotries where proof is com-
plete. Assurance i given that
ntry ‘Hitcheoek will direct that paténts
issue on perfected minera. claime, and
it is guite probable that the restries
tions on homesteads will be removed,

-
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