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CHAPTER XTL
Felicia, when ehe drove away from

Mrs. Talbot's door, had been quit cer-

tain that, la spit of bar warning, Roy
would yield to the temptation of going
to call upon Mr. Desmond.

Felicia bad learned a food many lea-eo-

of Ufa alnce the month of Septem-
ber, when aha and Mr. Talbot had kill-

ed time and pursued health together at
tha Yorkshire aeaslde village. She had

through ber experience and they
fctna not been pleasant onea to undergo,
bat, at tha same time, they had been
beneficial to her, In that aha had by now
completely got over bar fancy for tha
'wicked man" with whom aha had Im-

agined herself to be deeply In lore.
Lord Augustus Wray bad not coma

well out of his Ioto, affair with MUa
Grantley. After an taOulta amount of
trouble, Felicia had persuaded her fath-
er .to fire a reluctant consent to her en-

gagement with thia penniless scion of a
needy aristocratic house. Ha had con- -

seated provisionally, that la to aay, It tha
young people would wait two years, and
were in the same mind at tha and of that
period of probation, then, Mr. Gregory
Grantley agreed that he would giro them
hi blessing, with aomethlng aubstantial
added thereto. Felicia waa orerjoyad;
thia concession upon her father'a part
aeeiued to her to aurpass her wildest
hopes. Two years to a young and enthu
eiastic girl who loves aeema but a small
thing to secure tha whole happiness of
her future life. She embraced her fath
er joyfully, and waa overwhelmed with
gratitude at his goodness."

Not so Lord Gus. The state of his
finances was auch that ha could In no
way afford to wait two yeara for tha
realization of his dreams. Ilia debts
pressed upon him dally; duns pestered
and pursued him from morning till night
he bad raised tha last shilling ho could
realize; be waa, to use his own worda,
' stone broke. To request sucn a one
to wait for two years for the fortune
which was to coma to him with tha lady
of his affections was like asking a start
Ing man to do without food for another
month, and promising htm a good dinner
at the end of it.

Lord Gus kissed his Intended very af
fectionately, wruuk his future father-in-law'- s

hand, and professed himself deeply
impressed with his kindness. Then, hav
Ing got in the good city of Bath a aecond
atring to his bow, he put himself into a
train and betook himself to that ancient
town.

"I should hare preferred Felicia, of
coarse," said Lord Gus,' to himself, "h
U young and she suits me; but I can't
wait two years, not two months in
fact, for any woman; and there la al
ways Mra. Cogger I don't much like
the idea but two yeara! Oh, no,
couldn't do it at any price not good
enough T

So, a week later, Felicia received a
letter from her lover, with the Bath
postmark upon it He waa afraid she
would think him a great brute, he wrote,
but then, he had never been good enough
for; ahe waa sure to meet with aome one
far more worthy. Aa for himself he
had thought it wisest and best to offer
his hand to a lady whom he had known
for many years, and who waa good
enough to take him as he waa in all hia
unworthiness. Mrs. Cogger had consent-
ed to become his wife, and they were to
be united early in the following month.
He ended by piously praying that heaven
would watch over hia deareat Felicia,
and make op to her for all the sorrow
he felt constrained to bring upon her.

That waa Felicia'a lesson. She suf-

fered very keenly at first, but aha got
over it, being chiefly assisted by the
facta concerning her rival that" cam to
bar eara. Mra. Cogger waa 60; In stat-
ure aha waa short and inelegant; in fea-

ture, plain and uninteresting; her man-

ners were said to b vulgar, and her tem-

per violent and excessively jealoua. Mra.
Cogger, however, waa undoubtedly rich;
aha waa tha widoW of a Bristol merchant
who had left to her an income of alx
thousand a year. Having purchased
Lord Gus, she proceeded to pay ber
money down for the doubtful acquisition
in a truly liberal fashion. She paid his
debts, and ahe made handsome settle
ments npon him, so that he derived some
substantial consolations from bis mar
riags in exchange for the lack of those
personal charms that, a man ia apt to
think desirable in the wife of hla bosom.

Perhaps the one soft spot In her heart
waa tha feeling that ahe had for Roy
Roy, who had never wished to marry
her, and whose heart was still constant
to tha love of his boyhood. She felt
that ahe would do a good deal to sar
him from pain, and yet ahe feared that a
certain amount of Buffering must inevlt
ably be in store for him.

"Perhaps it will be better that he
should 'see her and realize that aha haa
forgotten him and ia happy In her new
life: it may be the best cure for blm in
tha end," ahe aaid to herself, and at this
moment her brougham drew up at the
door of her father'a club In Pall. Mall
Aa it did ao a gentleman was coming
slowly down the steps of the club. He
glanced at the lady in the brougham,
once quite idly, and then again more at
tentively. Felicia, too, looked keenly at
him. Where had she seen that face with
the pleasant gray eyea and the refined,
regular featurea? Suddenly there came
back to her mind the breezy hill slopes

above Keppington Hall, the flickering
sunshine throngh the branches of the
beech trees, the blue distance in the val
lav below, and tb great atone house

sleeping In It solitude near by; and then
th atranger who cam strolling up tha
hill to addreea them, and whose persist-
ent attention to Gertrude had somewhat
mortified and annoyed her.

She half put out her hand and smiled.
The gentleman stopped at once and took
off hla hat

"8urely I cant be mistaken; It ia Mr.
Ralkes, la It not?"

Edgar Raike loked down at her oddly
for a moment; he drew himself a little
away from th brougham door. She ask-

ed him whether he had been at Kepping-
ton lately.

Oh. ye. I am alwaya there, and
then he looked away for a minute, and
added rather quickly, "I am a 'poor re-

lation of Brian Desmond's, Miss Grant--

ley, an younger aon of a
cousin of hla mother's, whom he haa
taken pity on. I am hla bailiff or agent.
or whatever you choose to call It at Kep--

plngtou. I am only In town now to see
him on business. I suppose 1 ought to
have told you that before but, one has
a rt or raise ana me.

"I don't see anything In It to be
ashamed of." aaid Felicia heartily. "A
man need never mind working for hla
living If It la In an honest way," and
she felt she liked him all the better for
his little confession.

"I don't know much about work," he
answered, with a smile. "I am afraid
I am rather laiy up there there Isn't
much to do. you know. It's a very Idle
Ufa, I fear."

"Still, whatever there Is to be done,

I am qnlta aura that yon do it Mr. Ratkea.
Ah! here la mv father. Papa, thia la
Mr. Ralkea, a gentleman I met In York
ahlre last summer."

"Oh! Ah! Well, my dear, you had
better ask Mr. Ralkea to dinner. If you
are doing nothing we shall be
delighted to see you at 8 o clock sharp,

Edgar Raikea waa upon the point of
pleading another engagement, but a rer
tain wistful glance Into Felicia'a dark
eyes made hint change his mind, and he
mnrmnred hi acceptance and thank
Mr. Grantley atepped into hla daughter's
bronugham.

"This man, at all events. Is honest'
Felicia aaid to herself, and then she re-

membered that she bad liked bim when
they had met him at Keppington. and
afterward, too, when he had called upon
them at the hotel, only that his attention
seemed to have been absorbed by Mrs.
Talbot She recollected how foolishly
piqued and anoyed she had been that
thia had been the case, and how angry
with herself she had felt afterward, be
cause she. Felicia, whose heart was at
that time presumably in the possession
of Lord Augustus Wray, should have
been ao lost to self-respe- aa to have
felt Jealous yes, commonly jealous, be
cause a goou-iookin- g young man, who
waa a perfect atranger to ner, anouiu

ave taken no notice of her, and should
av seemed to find pleasure In the so

ciety of her friend.

CHAPTER XVII.
I have brought a friend of mine to

pay his respects to you, Mrs. Desmond,"
said Mr. Talbot that afternoon, as she
entered Kitten's pretty drawing room in

--owndes Square.
Kitten herself had Just come In from

her solitary drive. She stood in the cen-

ter of the room pulling off her long
gloves; she looked Just a little bit sad
and weary, but ber whole face bright-
ened when, glancing past Gertrude, her
eyes lighted upon the young man who
entered the room in her wake.

"Roy!" ahe cried Joyfully, running for
ward with outstretched bands to meet
him.

"Kitten!"
"Oh, how glad I am to see yon! Do

you know, that I thought you bad for-

gotten ma, and that you were never
coming to see me!

"So you two are great frienda al
ready!" aaid Mra. Talbot, in a voice of
disappointment "And I thought that I
waa going to Introduce you to a new
beauty, Sir Roy!"

"Mra. Desmond and I have known
each other aince we were children," ex
plained Roy, and then be thought no
more about her, but aat down on the
sofa by Kltten'a side. How glad ahe
seemed to see him again; ahe who need
to snub him and laugh at him, and turn
her back upon blm in the old days; how
delightful it waa to be welcomed like
this by her.

You are very much changed," he
laid, almost Involuntarily.

xes! I suppose I am. A woman dnea
change, no doubt, after ber marriage,
and I hare been to so many places, and
have aeen ao many new things and so
many people abroad. I think I was
very ignorant little person, Roy, when
my dear old daddy waa alive.. You see,
I waa alwaya a child to him, and now 1

am a woman, i seem to nave jumped
from on. to the other, to have bad no
girlhood!" and ahe half aighed.

He bent down and looked anxiously at
her. "Kitten, sre you happy 'f

"As happy as a woman can be who
has married a man ahe' loves with her
whole heart," she answered proudly and
a little defiantly.

When he came back an hour later to
ber house to dine with her, as she hnd
askdd bim to do, he found her standing
dressed in her ball drens under the light
of a swinging lamp upon the lauding out
side the drawing room door. As be came
np the staircase she seemed to him
surpassingly' fair vision of youth and
beauty in ber soft, clouded raiment of

white lace, with tha glitter of diamonds
Ttpoa har neck and arm.

Punctual to a minute," aha cried gay
ly, aa aha preceded hint Into tha drawing
room. "Ah, how I do love people who
coma punctually to dinner! Uow do you
Uka my dress, Royr

"It la perfect" h aaid gravely, look
ing not at her drees, but at her.

"I dare aay 1 ahall not dauce much.
aha want on In a eort of hurried manner
that puaaled him, "only with you and
with Brian." Then, after a little pause,
aha added In rather a strained voice:

By tha way, after all, you will havt
to put up with only ma for dinner, Roy;

have had a note from my husband, In

which ha atatea he will be unable to get
back to dlnuer, being detalued by busi
ness, I hop you will ut find it dull
alone with me. Shall w go down?"

He offered his arm In grave alienee
and they weut dowustalrs to dinner.

"How odd It seem to be sitting down
to dinner alone with you like thia!" aha
cried, with a brave effort to aevui gay
and happy. "Do you remember our
luncheons by the river and the sand
wiches ana cherry pica 1 used to coax
old Keslah luto making, so that 1 might
bring them out to you In the corner of
tha meadow under the willow trees T

How nice It was! th softened lamp
light, th fruit atid the flowers, tb dim
background of picture and old oak In

th empty room for the servant had
left them and Kitten, In her white
dree. "With the light shiulng upon her
corn-gol- head, sittiug opposite to him
while they capped each other a remlnls
cencea of those happy days long ago
In which Brian I Esmond had had no ex
istence!

"Briau will be her very soon now,'
aha said, glancing at the clock. "How
I wish be would com back; let us go
upstalra and watt for blm In the drawing
room."

There waa a sound of wheel at tha
door, and tha bell. rang. For on mo- -
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KHEUMATISM .
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About fifteen years ago X had a sever
attack of Rheumatism and could not
work with any satisfaction. My lswere badly awollen and drawn ao .1
could soaroely walk. X tried many rem
die but could t no relief, I was fin.

ally reoom mended to try B. 0. 8. and It
soon cured tn sound and well. I am
now 74 yiar old and have never badany return of th trouble,

JOSEPH FBOMB HAWX.XT,
Box 104. Aurora, 111.

Sometime ao X bad Rheumatism and
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and between ni

Ch. Dalns In my back
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tense I could not rest or sleep. I tried
everything but nothing did me any arood
till I heard of and took B. 8. S. This
medlolne cured me sound and well. XI
purified my blood and made me feel Ilka new man.

CONRAD LOHXt, '

Anderson, Ind. 129 B. 18th St.
Imagines he la cured of it Cincinnati trith health-givin- g properties, it fills them with the acids and salts of this
Enquirer. ' painful and disease. The cold and dampness of Winter always

intensify the pains of Rheumatism, and the sufferer to get relief from the
A. other. Bee u. . agony, rubs the affected parts with liniments, oils', lotions, etc., or uses

Green Do you believe there Is real- - piasters and otflcr home remedies. These are desirable because they give
ly. such a person as tho fool-klller- ? temporary ease and comfort but have no effect on the real trouble which fa in
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edy for Rheumatism, It goes into the,
blood and attacks the disease at its head,
and by neutralizing and driving out the
acids and building up the thin, sour
bl6od it cures the disease permanently.
While cleansing the blood S. S. S. tones

PIIRPIY VFRFTARIF up the stomach, digestion and every

"Does it hurt you to talk?" asked excited nerves, reduces the inflammation, dissolves the denosits in the iointa."
the pill dispenser. relieves all pain and completely cures this distressing disease. 3. S. S. is

"Yes," she replied. certain cure for Rheumatism in any form ; Muscular, Inflammatory, Articu.
"Then don't," said the M. D. "Two lar or Sciatic. Special book on the disease and anr medical advice, with.
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