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That lesson |s the profoundly im-
portant fact that the Japanese man,
the unit of her national strength, is
the product of a mode of life and aa
t which combines the

| strength which comes only

the rumal lfe—from living nmext
o nature—-with the wmental setivity
and keenness which come from con-
stant contnct with his fellowwen—the
communlty lfe.

A Nation of Gardeners.

The Japanese are not a nation of
farmens, 2: we understand the word.

|

There iz nelther lsolatlon nor conges.
tion In thelr life. They dwell, the
great majority of them, not lo great
citles, but jn closely settled tural com-
munities. The ranch aod the tene
ment are allke foreign to the life of

the Japanese,

&'Ie greatprinciple that mustcontrol
own national development hence-
15 that the land shall be suldll
vided into the smallest tracts from
obe man's labor will sustailn a
family in comfort, and that every
boy or girl, in the publie schools
be 80 tralned in thoss schools
that It will know how to till such a

tract of land for a livellhood.

nor militar, oqulgnnl. nor manu-
facturing skl estern tations will
fail fully to gonap the secret of the
dynamic Intensity of Japan today, and
will dapgerously umderestimate the
.l’-muhlu;: }hﬂut\dlllﬂ wl lutt Wreater

apan—the vai Nippon—of tomorrow,
until they to study serlously the
agricultural trivmphs of that emplire,
For Japan, more sclentifically than
any other nation, past or present, has
perfected the art of gending the roota
ntultt civilimation snduringly lnto the
sofl,

“Progressive experts of high author
Ity throughout Lue Uctident now ad-
mit that in all the annals of agri
culture there is nothing that ever ap-
proached the sclentiie skill of Sunrise
busbandry, Patieut diligence, with
Enowledge of the chemistry of soil nml
the physiology of plants, have ylelded
results that bave astounded the most
advanced agriculturists n Western
nations ™

The Safe Foundation.

The ereation of the conditions above
deseribed under which the people of a
pation are rooted o the soll in bhowmes
of their own on the land, is not only
good statesmauship and the highest
patriotism, but it is the only safe foun-
dation for an  enduring national
siructure,

Teo ignore and neglect this founda-
ton while we balld battleships, equip
armles and annex islands and  dig
Isthmian capals, is as fatal a mistake
ag it would be to bulld a twenty-story
skyseraper In Chicago  without any
fonndation but the mud of Lake
Michigan,

Fer, In fact, they amre werdtl
We have, as yet. handly wore than
tickled the eaiik ever | T nen e

Our Own Country.

When we compare Japan, with lis
dense population, its wealth, its rev:
chues, Ity trade and  commence, l‘l
bathonul strength, with any section of
our own country egqual to It n area
and natural resources, we are amaned
at the great possibilities of future de-
velopment in our own country,

The entire population of riurqn Is
ubout <five milllon, of which
thirty million Is & farming population,
and this vast population of thirty mil
lon farmers and thelr familles I8 sus
talned on nineteen thousand sguare
miles of Irrigated lnod, There I8 po
agriculture i Japan but Ireigated
agriculture, They bave learned that
water |8 the greatest fertilizer known
to nature, and save and ytilize It with
the same care that they use evéry
other avallable process gur the fertill-
gation of thelr fields,

Nineteen thousand square mllea Is
an area about one hundred and thirty
five wmiles spuare, and (v & square In'a
corer of the State of Ulinols, the cowm-
parative size of which to the rest of
the Btate Is shown on the accompany-
ing map, s sustained o natlon whl:ﬁ.
to the amazement of all other peoples
on the earth, has sprung to the front
fs oue of the great world powers,

Source of P wer, “
And the Home Acre farms or gan

We need not muster ont our armies,
nor dismantle our battleshipa nor

Tn other words, let us reproduce in
this country the conditions so weil
described

evacuate the Phillppines, wor stop |
work on the Isthmian Canal, but the

dens—the tural homes of Japun—are
the sonrew oF that patlonal power,
Commenting on this, the suthor of
the artcw o e August 1904 Book—
tovers” Magzine, quoted from above,

in an article from the Book- | fact remains, as clear as the syn from | siys in that article;—

lovers' Magazine for August, 1004,
from which we quote the following:—

“While Jn?n Is cannonadingits way
to rank with Christisu powers as a

an unclouded sky at noonday, that the
attention of our people as a natlon is|
riveted on one I!:t\.l‘ and military af |
falrs and sch wes of foreign exploita-

"From what Ita advanced agrienit-
nre has made its platos to yleld, Japan
has fed and elothed and educated Its
ninltiplying masses, fast vearing the |
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THE MIDDLE WEST.

The biack sgquare {a the above map representa tho total area of cultivated land in Japan, supporting thirty millions of sgricultural peopie.

first-cluss fighting nation, it is not nee-
lecting its fields of rice, genge, millet
and mufl, its groves of mulberry sud
bamboo, its priceless plots of tea and
mitsumata shrubs, and Its multi-mil-
lion gardens of berries, vegetabies,
frufts and flowers. The thousands of
triots that have marched to the
t have not thinuod the ranks of
the mightier hosts tilling the soil
Thirty million farmers are gathering
ample harvests in the diminutive fields
of Japan.

Husbandry Dignified.

“For twenty-five centuries the Sun-
rise soverelgns have dignified hus-
bandry as the most important and
most honorable industrial calling in
the empire, and now more than sixty
per cent of the Mikado's subjects till
with incomparable skill the limited
goll of his islands,

“The same diligent genius that ena-
bles a landscape gardener in Japan to
compass within a few square yards of
land a forest, a bridge-spanned stream,
& water-fall and lake, a chain of ter-

ced hil rdens and chrysanthe- |
:m hyl':,cigiahﬂ. peonies and ‘:-'aukn. a | Btutes, were thos doubled, the result

beetling crag crowned with a dwarfed
conifer, and through all the dainty
park meandering paths, with here a
shrine and there a dainty summer
house, has made it possible for the far-
mers of the empire to bulld up on less
than nineteen thousand square miles
of arable land tle most remarkable
agricultural natlon the world has
known. If all the tillable acres of
Japan were merged into one field, a
man In an antomobile, travellng at the
rate of filty miles an bour, could skirt
the entire perimeter of nrahle Japan
in eleven hours. TUpon this narrow
frechold Japan has reared a nation of
fmperial power, which j« defermined
to enjoy commercinl preeminence over
all the world of wenlth and opportu-
nity from Siberia to Sinm and already,
by the force of arms, is driving from
th'r shores of Asly the greatest mon-
archy of Burope,
Roots In the Soll.

The secret of the snecess of the Iit-
tle Daybreak Kingdom has been a
m to many stndents of nations,
Pa

sm does not explain the riddle
of its strength, neither ¢an eommeree,

tion, to the disregard and neglect of
the vastly more lmportaut problem of
building men at home, and creating a
citizenship which will be an enduring
national foundation forever, and en-
larging our home markets, which will
be unaffected by any forelgn complica-
tions or trude disturbances.

The attention of our people of late
lng been so much absorbed by the
problemg of our export trude, that we
overlook the faect that the United
States today manufactures annually a
product aggregating in total value the
combined manufactured product of
the three other greatest muanufactur-
ing natlons of the world. England,
Frapce and Germany, and we con-
sume ninety-two per cent of our entire
annnally manufactured products at
bome,

Create Farm Homes.

And if every farm In the United
States were cut in two, and a new
home created on it go that the number
of farm homes, and the ecapital in-
vested in, and labor devoted to agri-
culture throughout the entire United

would be an enlargement of our popu-
lation, our home market for manu-
factures, and our power as a nation,
ulmost beyond the power of the imag-
inatlon to picture to the mind,

It I8 to the development of its vast
agricultural resources and the creation
of a closely settled population of far-
merg and gardeners, who will culti-
vite the soil by the most intensive
methods, that the Middle West must
look if it I8 to nchieve its full destiny
in wealth, power and population.

The resources of the great territory
extending westward from the crest of
the Alleghany Mountaing to the one
hundredth meridinn—the edge of the
arld region—and from the sources of
the Misgiseipp! River on the north to
its outlet to the Gulf on the south, are
80 largely agricultural that it offers
the ideal sectlon of the earth for the
development of a nation along the
lines of Japanese development, with
a preponderating rural population,

There 18 no other section of the
world's surface where latent agricul
tnral resources of such fnexhaustible

richness and extent lie praetically un-

fifty milllon figure; It has stacked up
gold In Its treasury, has ereated a
great merchant mnrino,hnn captureda
growing share of European comueres,
Las already outmarshaled comumercinl
America on the Pacifie, has crowded
its cities with roaring factories, ol
has given costly and triumpbant equip-
ent to I8 dgeressive fleets and regi-
ments.  And it bas acgomplished all
this out of the profit  of harvests
gleaned from a farm area  scarcely
large encugh to afford storage rooi
for the agricoltnrnl machinery in use
in the United States."

Could there e a more striking proof
of the oft-quoted words of David Starr
Jordan, that:—

“Stability of natlonal character goes
with firmness of foot-hold ot the
solL"

Comparison of Areas.

Now compare Japan and Hs devel
opment with the possibilities of devel-
opment in the Middle West,

The area of all the Islands compris-
ing the Empire of Japan I8 147,655
gsquare miles; of this  only  19.000
square miles is avallable for agricult-
ure, for every avallable acre in that
country is cultivated.

The total combined area of Wiscon-
sin, Ilinois and Indiana s 146,360
square miles, and it is safe to gay that
considerably more than balf of this
area—probably mwore than two thirds—
is capable of as close a cultivation,
and of sustaining as dense g popula-
tion per square mile as the cultivated
area of Japan,

The water with which to Irrigate it
now runs to waste. The water whicl
Chieago turns into her drainage canal,
fnstend of prodoucing agricolt-ral
wealth by Irrigating the lands of NI
nols, produces law sults with 8t. Lonis
because It runs to waste past that
city to the Gulf of Mexico,

The time will come when Irrigated
agriculture In the Middle West will
absorh every drop of water falling
within that territory.

And when the frrigation canals and
the irrigated farms of the MIiddle
West will dry up the Ohlo and the
Mississippl rivers, just as frrigation
in the West has dried up Tuolare Lake
in California, and is rapidly up

developed.

Jthe Great Balt Lake U the

foods of the Missisalppl and M triby.
mrics will be led out through & net
vork of canals, lirge and small, and

stored In reservoirs, wnd every drop

devoled 1o beneficial u-] & use that
valuable that lts value for
w

Japan, from her total area of 147,
G55 square miles, of which only 18,000
are cultivated, collected un  anoual
rovenue bofore the wa* with Russia
began of S121438.720, and her exports
amounted to $124.2080238,

The average population {mr squane
mile of Jurm Is 200.T8, but only one-
soventh of her territory is actually
under cultivation,

A Thousand Miles Square,

A wsection of our own country con-
talned within g square extending one
thousand mlles porth from New Ur
leans and one thousand miles  weat
from Pittsbarg, and contalning one
milllon square miles, It as  densely
populated s Japan, would sustaln a
'uapulnllnn of J00,000,000; but & wuch
arger proportion of this great squure
In the center of the United States
coull be Intensely farmed than In
Japan, where only one-seventh of the
total area Is cultivated,

On the 19,000 square miles of land
In Japan that Is actually farmed, they
sustaln 30000000 farmers. It s u
safe estimate that at least one-half of
the thousand mile sguare central soe-
thon of the Unied States above des.
eribed could be as closely cultivated
a8 the productive fields of  Japan.
Those Japanese flelds  soustaln  over
fifteen bundmd poople to the squATe
mile, At the same ratio of population,
our own thousand mile square centrul
section woull sustaln 700,000,000 of
farming population alone,
A population of over fifteen hundred
fo the square mile sustalned by agrl

credible; but oo the Island of Jersey,
off the Engllsh coust, a population of
over thirteen hundred to e sjunre
mile 18 sustalned by out of door agri-
culture In a cllmnte by vo means bost
adapted to Intensive farming

It wust be borue In mlud that we are
talking wow of the possibilities of
future development, and the facts and
figures above given will no doubt be

looked upon as utterly chimerical by
the average reader,

Degeneracy |+ England.
Bear In wind however, agaln, that
they are based only upon the assump-
tlon that we In this country should at-
ain to a point of development already

on which rests thelr natlonal strengii,
It is true that our development due-
fug the last hal-century bas not been
fowards the lapd, We have followed
in the footsteps of Ehgland, fatber
thaty Japan; and while, In 01y years,
Japan bas restored the land to bher
people and rooted them to the soll In
bowes of thelr own, England has
done the contrary. 2bhe has driven
ber yeomanry from the farms to the
citles, where they have become fae
tory operatives, and degenerated
physically and mentally to such a de-
gree that the degenerncy of her eltl
genship now presents  itsell to  the
statesmen of Englund as a most ap-
palling problem. ’

We are dolog the same thing, bat
we are not, as yel, feeling the vMec's
i€ It 50 severely because we have still
i larger proportivn of our people ou
the luud.

Back to the Land.

We bave much to do to reverse the
tide of population, nnd turn It from
the eities back to the lnnd—from the
tenement to the garden. It must not
e imagined thoat It I8 pecessury, '
order to accomplish this, that the
workers In our cities or In our fuc.
tories should guit thelr present em
ployment and become farmers.  All
thut |s necessary |2 that the facllitiea
for rapid transportation afforded hy
our trulley system should be availed
of to plunt every factory family upon
at Jeast an acre of land

Let that be dooe, aud the problem
§ pracocally  solved  no matter
though the gecre he used for nothing
but to raise chickens and keep a goal,
The children of the family will have
fresh air and sunsbine and pure milk,
and will grow up to be healthy men
nnd wormel.
The Jever with which we must
move our papulation back to the land
tmust be the publiec school system,

Gardens and Handicraft,

Every child In the public schools,
boy or girl, must be trained from its
carliest days of school life to ecnlt)-
vate the ground and take things
grow in a gurden, and to ralse poul-
try, and do all that needs to be done
to provide the food for n family from
an acre of land,
Add to this a training In  simple
dloyd work and bhome handicraft,
cooking and sewing and making things
for the home, and you wu. have cre-
ated the tmpaolse In the minds of the
multiplying milllons of our children
which will lead them to shun the
bricks and the asphalt, the sloms and
the tenements, as they would shun
the plagne, and flee from them far
enough Into the country to bhave an
.-.l--re at least for a home and a guar
den.
Crente this impulse In the minds of
our children, the millions upon mil
lions of them who are attending, nul
will attend, our public schools, and
they will find 1 way to solve all the

land, and how to get back and forth
to it, if they continue to work in the
city or the factory,

Some will =ay that school gardens
ciinnot be provided for city chlldren
That Is a mistake. The oaly difm-

culture seewns to the ordinary mind - |

reschied by the Japatese people, und[

culty In the wuy of it s 0 mere cus
tom or habit, caslly modified.

The terms of wschool of all ety
schools should be changed. There
should be a short winter term, dur
ing which the time shoukd be given to
instruction from  the books and In
Bandicraft within doors,

There should be a sunimer term of
equal length during which the schools
would be (rapsferred to the suburbs,
and work n sommer sohool gardens,
The chidren should be taken back
and forth to these sutumer school gar
dens at public exponse, as they are
now tnken to and from the consoll
dited rumal  schools  on the  trolley
lpes o some of the New Englaml
sintes,

The vacation, which would not nesd
e so loug, shoukd be divided betwen a
spring vacallon and a fall vacation,
Intwervening between the winter ety
erm and the country summer terfm of
vach school,

Bullding a Strong Citizenship.

Of course, many will hold up thelr
hands and may this s lmposaible,

England finds it unpossible, as the
resitlt of her systom of groat landed
ehlntes, to provide ber people with
homea on the land, and In  conse
quence hor ruln s a nation Is only

uestion of a comparatively brief
e,

Japan, on the contrary, put forth
her hand and solved the very problom
which, to England, seems Hogrosa| Dales,
and behold the pesults I her strongth
and power as a nation,

It Is only a quesilon with us, as a
I‘N!r!l‘. wheiher we will follow the
lead of Japan, and profit by her les

sous, or follow the tlond of Englaud
and share fy ber eventusl ruln

The Intluences which are destroying
Englund are at work stoadily nnd 1n-
sidionsly In this watlon, and though
It will tnke longer for them to work
our rain, 1t Is sure to come If we do |
not find & way to root {he great
majority of our people to the land In
homes of thelr own, ns Japan has !
| done, and as we coan do, unless we
are as blind and as hopotent Iy deal-
ing with our patlonal problems  as
seviua o be the fute of Eogland,

In  the carrylng out of |ﬁlu great
patriotic purpose of building a srong
citizenship by ballding rural bomes
on the land, we are. at the e
thiow, ding that which will crealo
the greatest possible  commercial
prosperity, and develop to the high-
ost attalnable polnt, not only the re
sources of the Middle West, but of
our entire country,

-
The Olive In Amcrica.

The annual output of olive oll In
Calitornia is about 150,000 gallons: of
plcklea 230000 gallons. The Imports
to the country of oll amount to about
1,250,000 gullons per year and of
plekles to 2116 gallons. The ollve was
Introduced Inte California 135 yoars
ago, which Is a bad showlng for use
of native ollve oll, especially when
it 1a acknowledged to be the superior
of al! foreign olls. |

"EXCAVATION WORK.
With Greatest Economy

use the

Western Elevating QGrader
and Ditcher.

rest of the problem, how to get the |

Western Wheeled Seraper Ca

AURORA, 1LL.

of the tenslon at a glance.
Its use means time saving
and casicr sewing,
It's our own Ilnvention
and Is found only on the

WHITE .

Sewing Machine.

We have other steiking

improvements that appeal to
the carcful buyen, Send foe

our clegant M, T, catalog,
Winre Sewmve Nacanxe Co.
Cleveland, Oblo,

Band for Catalug.

PENSIONS.

Over one Million Dollars
allowed our clients during the last
six years,

Over one Thousand
claimsallowed through us dur-
ing the last six months. Dise
ability, Age and In-
crease pe obtained
in the shortest possible time,
Widows® claims a jalty.
Usually granted within 90
days if placed with us immedi-
ately on soldier's death, Fees
fixed by law and payable out of
allowed pension. K successful
experience of 25 years and benefit
of daily calls at Pension Bureau
are at your service. Highest ref-
erences fumished. Local Magis-
trates pecuniarily
benefited by us
claims.

TABIR & WHITMAN €O,
Warder Bid'g, Washington,D.C,

Fbster’s Ideal
Cribs

Accident Proof

K.

cent years

wludy.”=N. Y. Globe,

133-137 East 16th St., New York.

—

Lvery reader of this paper should have this book.
Cut off the coupon and

Miésourian

The romantic adventures of John Dinwiddie Driscoll (tnicknamed *“The Storm Centre
at the Court of Mazimilian in Mexico, where his seoret missirn comes into conflict
with that of the beautiful Juequeline, The Lest romantic American novel of re

“Has whot w0 few of ith class possess, the elements of reality wrought
by infinite pains of detal, verisimilitude, muggeation.*

“A remarkable first book, of epic breadth, carried (h roMgh un-
mwervingly, A britliant slory.”~N. Y. Times Bat urdiny Roview,
"There (e no mare dramatic period in history, and the
atory bedars every evidence of coreful und puinataking
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mail to us with $1.50.

Eugene P, Lyle, Jr.
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All Bookstores,
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The Newest and Best
STRAP“. LOCKS

LYNCH PERFECTION
YALE

PRINCIPLE

unpickable,

on recelpt of price.

LYNCH MFEG. CO., Madison,

TO THE TRAVELER these Locks Are Neces-
sities—Not Mere Luxuries

On straps they strengthen and make safe the trunk, suit or other
traveling ease, or lock telescope at any fullness, With chain fasten
bicyele, horse or automobile or secure umbrella, bag, or coat to car
#eat or other permanent object. They are small, simple, durable,

LOCKS—3 varieties—50 conta each; with leather trunk strap,
7 £t. $1.00, 8 11, §1.25, 8 14, heavy $1.50, 8 to 10 t. double $2.50—with
beat 1§-inch webbing 7 to 10 £, 81.00~with telescope, sult case,
traveling case or mail bag strap or with chain ¥6e. By madl propaid
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