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His Heart’s Desire

By SIR WALTER BESANT

CHAPTER V.

At half-past four exactly Mr. Leighan,
of Gratnor, commonly called Daniel
Daniel Leighan, or Old Dan, or Mr
Daniel, according to the social position
of those who spoke o him, awoeke with
a start from his afternocon nap

He was the rich man of s parish In
which there was no squire; he wan the
village miser; he waa the terror of those
who owed him money; he was the driver
of the hardest bargains; he was the
strong and masterful man; he was the
scourge of the weak and thriftless: he
was the tyrant of the village. He knew
all this, and so far from being humiliat-
ed, he enjoyed the position.

The girl who sat working at the open
window was his nlece, Mary Nether
cote. She lived with Daniel, and took
care of him. He railed at all the world
except ber: he quarreled with all the
world except his niece; and those persons
who averred that he was kind to her
because he had the keeping of wer movey
and took all the Interest for himself,
and had her services as housekeeper for
pothing, were perhaps only imperfectly
acqualnted with the old man's motives
and his feelings, Yet the statement was
true. He did have the keeping of her
money—a good lump of money; and he
did give himself the interest in return
for: her board and lodging: and he did
have her services as housekeeper for
nothing.

Danie! Leighan awoke suddenly with
a cry. and sat upright la his chair,
clutching the arms, his eyes rolling lo
Borror and amazsement.

“Mary!™ he cried, “I saw him; [ saw
him—the man who robbed me. I saw
him plain—and [ have forgotten—I1 have
forgotten! It was—oh, 1 knew just now
=1 have forgotten, Mary!"

“Patience, uncle, patience.” Mary
patted and smoothed the pllows Into their
places. “Another time you will remem-
ber; you are sure to remember, if the
dream only comes again. Lie down again
and think."

He obeyed, and she covered his head
again with his ailk handkerchief. He had
started from his sleep, as if stung loto
wakefulness by the recollection of some-
thing horrible and painful; and his dream
had vanished from his memory, leaving
not & trace behind. But the terror was
left, and the foreboding. Mary saw the
terror, but she knew nothing of the fore-
boding. Yet her uncle's mind was flled
with anxious fears. Bhe saw the rolling
eyes, the clutching of the chalr arms,
and the look of bewilderment; but she
only thought her uncle was startled, like
a child, in his sleep, and ecrying out,
like a ehild, for belp when there was no
danger. He lay still for a few moments
while she stood beside him and watched
Then he tore off the handkerchlef and sat
up again,

“It is quite gone,” he mald, in despalr.
*“] have lost the clew. Yet I have him
~—oh, 1 saw him, clear and distinet!—
the man who robbed me. And while |
was going to ery out his name—just as
1 bad his name upon my Hps—I awoke
and forgot him."

“If it comes agaln,” sald Mary, ln-
credulous In spite of her words, "you
will be sure to remember. Perhaps It
will.come agaln. Patience, uncle.”

“Patience! when 1 had the clew? Pa-
tlence! when I could follow up the rob-
ber, and tear my papers out of his hands?
Patience!—don't be a fool, Mary!"

“Well, uncle, If it has gone, you can't
bring It back agaln, try to forget that
It ever came; that is the wisest’ thing to
do. You shall have your tea, and then
you will feel better."”

“Mary"—he turned to her piteonsly—
“it is cruelly hard. Can't yon remem-
ber? Think. Perhaps 1 talked in my
sleep—some men do. Have you never
heard me say anything—ecall some one
by name? If I had only the least little
clew, [ should remember.”

“Why, uncle, how should 1 remem-
ber?"’

“It came hack to me—all so clear—ao
clear and plain. And I have forgotten.
Oh, Mary, my money! my money!”

“Yes, uncle. But It Is six years ago,
pearly, and you have done very well
pince. And it Is not as if you had lost
al your money, Why, you have pros
pered while all the rest have been doing
badly. You must think of that"

“Lost all my money?" he repeated tes-
tily: “of course I've not lost all, As if
a man could bear to lose a single penny
of the money that he has spent his life
in maving. Do you know what I have
lost, girlt™ Bhe knew very well, be-
cause he told her every day. ‘““There
were bonds and eoupons In the bag to the
sum of near upon a hundred and ffty
pounds a year—nearly thres thousand
pounds they meant. As for the share
certificates, they dldn't matter; but eon
pons—coupons, Mary; do you hear—pay-
able only to the beurer—a hundred and
fifty pounds a year—a hundred and Afty
pounds a year!—near thres thousand
pounds!” His volce rose to a shriek, and
suddenly dropped again to & moan.
“Three thousand pounds! Payable to
the bearer, and I haven't got them to
present! If 1 were a young man of
thirty, 1 might recover the loss; but |
am old now, and can never hope to make
it up—never hope to make It up agaln!"”

It was six years since that loss had
occurred: but this wall over the lost
money was raised nearly every day, and
almost In the same words, so that the
girl felt little sympathy,

“It was six o'clock when [ left Ash-

details had become numbed, “Six o'clock
when | started to ride home. 1 had sev-
enty pounds In gold upon me—Afty

cates. At half past seven—it was dark
that I remember nothing. Why bave |

Why don't | remember passing through
Howedstone Gate te the open down?
Yet | remember nothing more Mind
you, 1 won't have it sald in my bhearing
that 1 ever gave anybody anything, or
that I left my bag lying about like & fool.
Yet when George Bideote pleked me wp

had gone too—twenty pounds!™
“Well, but, uncle, coustoer;: you had
seventy pounds In gold in your purse
and only twenty were taken. If It had
been a thiel he would surely have taken
the whole, and your loose sliver, as well

were lefe.”

“l don't know., Perhapa be thought
the bag of papers would satiafy him.
How do | know? What made me fall
off the pony? 1 uever fell off the pony
before.™

“Well, uncle, but think; every day you
trouble your poor head about It, and
nothing comes of it; why not try to for
get the loss? Think what a prosperous
man you have been in all your life. You
should be thinking of what you have,
not what you have loat.”

“Go on; go on. Easy for a girl Uke
you to talk. There's the diference
with & woman that she ouly snjoys the
spending; while the man''—he heaved a
deep aigh, and did not complete the sen-
tence. “Oh! Mary"—he reached out his
long bony fingers and made an if he were
raking In the gold—*"to think—only to
think!—of the pleasurs I bave had In
making the money! It was little by Mt
tie, not all at once. No, no; 1 saw my
way, and I waited. I lald my plans, #nd
I had patience. Be sure that not & feld
have I got but 1 worked and planned
for it. The world Is full of fools; weak
men who have no business with prop-
erty; men without grip, men who just
hold on till somebody comes and gives
‘em a shove off. Your cousin David was
such a fool, Mary"

CHAPTER VL

Mary said nothing, Her cousin David
was doubtless a great foal, but people
#ald unkind things about her uncle's
conduet toward him,

“If I bad not securgd his property,
some one else wounld, It Is still in the
family, which ought to be a great com-
fort to him, wherever he has gone
George Bidcote is another—well, he ian't
exactly a fggl, like David; but he doesn't
get on—he doesn't get on. 1 fear very
much——"

“Uacle, spare him!™

“Because he wants to marry yon,
child? 1Is that & reason for Interfering
with the course of business? When the
pear is ripe, it will drop!—If not into my
mouth, Into some other man's. Buainess
before love, Mary.”

“If 1 could give my fortune, he would
be out of his diMeulties.™

“Your fortune, Mary? Where Is It?
What fortune? You have none unless
you marry with my coonsent. Your for-
tune? Why, it depends on me whether
you ever get it. [ don't say that 1 shall
never consent., Bhow me the right man
—not a spendthrift, Mary."

“George is no spengthrift.”

“Nor a man In debt.”

“If George is In debt, It Is not his
fanlit."

“A substantial man, and one who
knows the worth of money; bring that
man along, and we will see. If not—
well, Mary, T am getting on for seventy,
and I can't Inst forever, and perhaps—
perhaps, 1 say—I shall leave yon my
money when 1 die, Yon can walt till
then. Bix thousand pounds is a tremen-
dous big lump to part with, when a man
is not obliged to part with It. And I am
not obliged to give my eonsent. No, no:
and after I've lost three thousand—three
thousand! Besldes, ‘yonr comfortabla
here; what do you want to marry for?
What's the good of marrying? Detter
stuy at home and save money. I glve you

you are here, for nothing; and your cloth-

a8 if maoy young people had to go with-
out.

to my cousin David."

foolishly soft—with David."”

out, and now possessed his land.

Fburton” The girl bad aleo heard this those who carried him bome, for his pock-
story w0 often that her laterest [n tha | %% Wore full of money, and his watch

pounds in one bag and tweaty ln aa- but for a falat pulse he seemed dead
other; my tin-box In & blue bag was When he recovered consclowsness, the
round my weck, and 1t was filed with [ 379t Quetions he asked were concerning
securitis and bonds and share certlfl- | 8 certaln tin box contalaing papers which

then—I rode inte Widdicombe, After |2 neck. Now of that tia box ne one
forgotien the ride through the lanes? | S0UNted his money, ke swore that he was

the bag was gone, and twenty pounds | bis table, and propped him up with pll-

as your watch and chain. Why, all those | tea and eleared away the “things™ she

your board and your lodging, Mary, while

ing, too—yes, your clothing,” He spoke

“Yen, I know.” Bhe laughed thinking
how much her unele had given her for
dress in the last year or two, “Well, un-
cle, but if [ do marry without your
consent you will have to give the money | solves.

Mary made no reply. Her unels had
been, indeed, soft with David; so soft | 2och ©f my cooking.
that he had sold him wp and tywrned him

over Mu foollsh sofiness, and became
silont. It was oot often that he talked
o much with his nlece.

Six years before this, about half-past
nine one evenlug in the sutumn of the

found Mr. Leighan lying in the middle of
the Heytres Down, His poay
was grazing quistly beside him, and he
::‘l'l:hlu:lhhetm'hh an

and chain had not been thaen.
For three days and three nights Daniel
Lalghan lay apeechloss and senseloss, and

he declared was hangiog in & bag from
knew anything. Preseutly, when he

twenty pounds short,

Perhaps It was the agony of mind
caused by this losa pechaps the blow
upon his head, which cawsed the paraly-
sis of his lege. This afiction fell upon
Alm a month or so after the accldent.
Then they put bim iu bis chalr beside

lows, and he went abroad no more. But
his braln was as clear an before, his will
as strong, aod his purpose as determined.

CHAPTER VIL
When Mary had given her uncle his

left him to his papers and his pipe, took
her hat and went Into the porch, whers
she atood for & moment danglng her hat
by its strings and shading her eyes with
bher hand.

Then, with a lttle fush wpon her
cheek and a brightening of her eye, she
passed through the garden to the back
of the house, where she kuew George
Sidcote walted to take her to the cholr
practice, for 'twas Satunday evening.

When Muary came through the garden
he took both her hands ln hls, beaut over
her and kissed her gravely om the fore
head, as If to weal her ouce more for his
own., There wan little of the sweet love
langnage between thess two; they be-
longed to each other; they were so well
assured of the fact that there was no
need to renew their vows,

“George!™ sald Mary, softly,

“Mary!" George whispered.

They sat down together on a wagon
shaft, alde by wside,

“l saw him this morning,” he mald,
slowly—Mary knew very well who was
meant by “him"—"and [ told him what
I told you the other day, my dear.”

“What did he say?™

“He sald that he knew It beforshand.
He had ealculated It all out on paper,
and he was certain, he sald, that this
season would be the last. ‘Very well'
he said, ‘the law provides a remedy when
the iuterest or the prineipal eannot be
repald. Of course,’ he added, ‘1 am not
golog to lose my mojey.”  This s what
he said fiest, Mary.”

“Oh! and what did he say next?"

“I told him that if he would give his
consent, your fortune would nenrly pay
off the mortgage.”

“What did he say then?"

“Well, Mary, then we had a little row
—not much. He sald that It was clear
I only wanted your money, and he should
never glve his consent. 1 sald that |t
was clear he meant to make any excuse
to refuse his consent, In order to keep
your money In his own hands"”

“I am sorry, GGeorge,” sald Mary, “He
told me nothing of thin'" -

“It was not likely that he would tell
you. He heard what I had to way In
his dry way, and then asked me If there
was anything more that | wished to say,

TWO NEW CANADIAN PROVINCES

With Buskatchewan and Alboria the
Dewminion Wil Have Nine “staiee”
The word provisee In Canada laws

the same significance as the word

Siate ln our country. When we say,

therefore, that the Dominlon bas or-

ganized and Is about to take ln two
new provinces It weans that the seven

States are about to be Ilncreased to

nine. The seven provinces are Que-

bes, Ontarlo, Nova Bcotla, Prince kd-
ward Island, New Brupswick, Maulto-
ba and Britsh Columbla. The two
new provinces are Alberta and Sas
katchewan. The Interlor department
at Ottawa bas lssved & map showing
the boundaries of these two enormous
new provinces, and the map printed
bhere has been made from IL

It la thirty.-elght years since the Do-
minlon of Canada was formed by the
confederation of the provinces then ex-
Isting. That was the birth of Canada
as & nation. Two years later the Brit-
Ish Parllament passed the Rupert's
land act, which provided for the ac-
quisition by the Domlolon of the vast
prairies of the Wesat, which were call-
od the Northwest Territorles. It had
already been discovered that wheat
was a wonderful crop In the southeast
part of this region, and so many set
tlers flocked Into the little corner eall-
ed Manltoba that In 1870 this territery
was adwmltted Into the coufederation
ap & province. As a State of the Do-
minlon, Manitoba s Just one year older
than British Columbila,

But none of the other four big ter-
ritorles has ever had a government of
[ts own, Assinibola, Alberta, Saskatehe-
an, and Athabasca were slply lump-
wan, and Athabasca were aslmply
lumped together as the Northwest Ter-
ritories. They had a common eapltal
at Regina, Amsalnibola, and have al-
ways been ruled, uader the Dominlon
Parllament, by a Lieutenant Governor
and an Executive Councll. Out of
these four territorles the two new
States have bevn formed and the

vide that each shall be represented In
the Bopate of Canada by four mein-
pors and (o the House of Commons by
five members, the uumber ln the lower
house belug readjusted from Une o
thne according to population. Each
shall bave a Lisutenant Governor and
o Leglslative Assembly, to ba com-
posed at the outset of twenty-five
membera.

The governiuent of Canada s to pay
to ench province the sum of §50,000 &
year for the support of Ita government
and loglslature. The Dominion lands
will continue to be vested In the
crown, but the Canadlan governmont
will ecompensate the provinoes for
them by & seriea of annual payments,
The presont estimated value of the
public lands s $1.50 an acre,

The map shows that the two prove
inces take In all the territory of the
four territories excepting a little of the
castern parts of Athabasca and Has-
katchewan,

The time will probably come when It
will be deemed best to divide theso
provinces agaln Into asmaller oues
Each of them In about four times as
large as New York State, and thelr
total terrltory ls about as large as
Central Europe.

This in a great reglon, which, with
Manitoba, I8 estimated by the Deputy
Minlster of Agriculture to by destined
within ten years to produce annually
850,000,000 bhushels of wheat, 200,000,
(000 bushels of odts, and 50,000,000
bushels of barley, and this without
eropping more thau about one-third of
the tillable area,

The two provinces divide the vast
area nearly equally. Reglna will he
the eapltal of Hankatchewan; the eapl
tal of Alberta will be temporarily at
tdmonton untll the Legislaturs of that
province decldea upon its permanent
sltuation~Washington Post,

1Attle Lord's Plain Drees.
Both of the best-known American
duchesses are becoming Increasingly
economlical In the selection of their

e e e e~ — ——— —

CANADA'S TWO NEW PROVINCES,

In the map the two new provinces are shown by the black lnes; the dotted llnes
Indicate the territories out of which they are furmed,
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Waell, Mary, I was roused & bit by this,
aud I reminded him that, If you did not
recelve your aunt’s fortune, David would |
be entitled to the money, Well, he wan

people ery—and said that you were a
good girl, but sllly, like most girls, and If
you chosa to throw away your fortune he
waa sorry for you, but he could not pre-
vent It. Well, Mary, | eame away. 8o
that Is done with, and this Is the last
year there will be one of the old stock in
the old place."”

“Courage, George,” she nald; “we will

not the least put out. He only laughed |Uiation was 168,040, 1
—his laugh Is the sort that makes other | been taken since, but the Candian goyv-
ernment estimates thelr population to-
day at about 500,000,

do something; we will go somewhers—

“'Somewhers!'” he
‘somehow!"
hands and a pair of broad shoulders—
yes. But you, Mary, and my mother 1"

“Courngs,” she said agaln, “have falth,
George. FEven If we have to go away,
wa shall be together,
yesterday a story about settlers In Onn-
ada. It had pletures. There wan the
wooden house and the clenring, with the
forest all round; I thought it might be
ours, I read how they worked, this
pair of settlers, and how they gradually
got on, elearing more land and Inerensing
their stock till they became rich in ev-
erything except money, I thought of our-
selves, George; we shall not want money
it we ean live on a farm of our own
somewhers, and if we can work for our-
You are wo strong and brave;

echoed, *“and

“Yes, yes; of course. What's the good | et us have faith, George. God Is good.
of telling me that? But David s dead,

no doubt, by this time, and then the
money must remain with me, of courss. | to his lands and wealth.”
But you won't do that, Mary; you'll
never be so wicked as to do that Be-
sides, If you did, David's mceounts with
me have never been made up, and 1
don't doubt that when we eome to look
Into them it will be found that he owes
me a great deal still. I was very soft—

1f we must go from here, woa will go with
cheerful hearts, and leave my poor uncle

He threw hils arm round her neck and
kissed her again—an unusual demonstra-
tlon from him.

(To be eontinuned.)

pr—— e ————— ]
Polite,
“8o you have Invited Brown to din-
per? I am afrald he won't think

“Oh, well, you musn't let that trou.
ble you; he ls too polite to say any-

Me. Leighan sighed hexvily, no doudt | thing.”—Houston Post

I wan reading

Northwest Territories will now dlsap-

pear from the maps,

The fact Is that territorial govern-

ment for them Ia no longer sultable,
because thelr Interesta are becoming
Inrge and complex. In 1001 their pop-

No census han

Over three-fifths of the large Immi-

gration that began to pour into Can-
ada In 1001 has wsettled In three of
these territories. The tide of ploneers

Is pouring over these wheat and cat

tle lands of Canada.

It has not yet reached Athabasea,

somehow we wliil live and prosper yet." but farmhouses and hamlets have been

spreading over the three southern ter-

Well, I have n pair of .iorlen and the country will keep fill.

Ing with people for years to come, for
the lands still unoccupled are almost
boundless, Aa yet, the mnewcomers
bave hardly more than touched the
outskirts of the wheat lands,
Manltoba 18 only one-fourth as Inrge
as thae old territories of Assinlbola,
Baskatchewan and Alberta, but she
had over 2,000,000 ncres in whent last
year, while the territorles gathered a
wheat erop from only B70,007 acres.
This acreage In the territorles was n
mere bagatelle compared with thelr
enormous area of fine farm lands.
The government, after careful inves-
tigations, has reached the conclusion

you do not mind hard work; and—and— | ¢,4¢ the amount of desirable farm
|lands still unappropriated in Assinibola

Is 19,000,000 acres; In Baskatchewan,
17,000,000, and in Alberta, 16,000,000

cres.
‘ It will take hundreds of thousands
of farmers to cut up all this land Into
homesteads, but the process ls golng
on, and when these lands are all par-
celed out settlers will begin to mova
{nto Athabasca, whose agricultural ca-
pablilities have just been investigated
in a comparatively thorough manner,
and, it 1s said, with astonishingly fa-
vorable results,

The bills creating the provinces pro-

children's frocks, says the New York
Press. Time was when thelr graces of
Manchester and Marlborough thought
the sheerest of fabrics not good
enough for thelr youngsters; when
nelther thonght of paying less than
$100 aplece for their infants' robes and
when the rest of the baby attire car-
rled the total of every day=m npparel
to an absurd figure. But the Princess
of Wales, noticing a tendency on the
part of wealthy women in England teo
overdress their young hopefuls, began
putting the slmplest of clothes on her
own children and the Duchesses of
Mariborough and Manchester were not
slow to copy her sensible example,
Any one seeing the Manchester and
Marlborough Junlors In thelr wa™as
abroad would not dream they wera
the children of parents with duchies
and duents, Duchesa Helona even goes
to the extrems of putting her pets in
ginghama o' mornings, and Duchess
Consnelo has been seen looklng at o
dinary prints in London bazaars,

He Fixed Him.

In the course of an open-alr revival
meeting In a Georgln town a man In
the audlence Interrupted the leader
with the questlon: “Where would re-
liglon be If you took the devil out of
"

The leader looked the man over and
replled:

“Ask the devil yourself, T judge,
from your looks, you're on speakin’
terms with him."—Atlanta Constity-
tlon,

Baved.

“So your daughter graduated?” sald
Duddson. "I suppose she saved the
country on commencement day§"

“Yes,"” answered Mr, Briscos, “she
saved the country a great deal, Rha
was taken {1l suddenly and couldn't
rend her essay."—Detrolt Tribune,

To the man working In the sun: The
man lying in the shade isn't baving as

good & time as you think he fs,




