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"i'-f-o you think." said the mat,
looking about him with doubt, 'that we
halt do no business her?"

He waa a young follow of ty

or so, a frank and honest-look-tn- g

eailor, though hla buslneaa waa that
of a canning kidnaper. II waa artned
with a rrolTr. read to hand, and a
cutlass hanging at hla aide. Behind him
were four sailors, also armed. In readi-
ness for an attack, for Polyoesiana are
treacherous. But there were no Island-
ers in sight, only two Europeans one a

tall man. dressed In fantastic imitation
of the natiresv. and the other, apparent-
ly, an ordinary beachcomber, quite out
of luck, ragged, dejected and haggard.
A little way off the land lay the schoon-
er. His business waa to eallat, kidnap,
procure or secure, by any mesas in the
power of the csptain and the crew, as
many natives as the ship would bold, and
to bring them to North Queensland,
where they would be hired out to plant
era.

"It la an ualucky voyage," aald the
mate, gating earnestly at the two men
before him, whose appearance and the
contrast between them punled him.
"Two months out and fire wecka becalm-

ed: no business done. Say, how did you

come here?"
"For my part," said the German, "I

am a naturalist. I make butterflies my
special study. I hare, I believe, enriched
arlenc with so minr rare and orevl--

ousiy unknown specimens, if I eucceeJ
In getting them to Europe, that my name
will be certainly remembered In ecien
tine history a one of those who hare
advanced knowledge, can any man ask
more?

"How did you get such a rig, man?"
"I am a linguist." the Baron Sergius

ron Holstein went on to explain, "as
well aa a naturalist. I therefore learned
the language before landing here, bar
ing found a native or two of New Ireland
In the mission of the Duke of York 1st
and. It Is a great thing to know how
to talk with these black children. I am
also a surgeon and a physician, so that I
can heal their wounds and their diseases
when they get any. Too see, further,
that I am bigger than most men. I am
also thorough. I adopted their dress, at
least some of it, and therefore being
able to talk to them, I landed among
them without fear. When they came
round me with their spears I shouted to
them down from the sun. And as .1

know a little prestidigitation and conjur
ing, and am a bit of a ventriloquist, I
am from time to time able to work a few
of the simpler miracles; so that they
readily believe me.

"How long are yon going to stay
herer

"I know not; New Ireland la rich In

new species; but I shall have to atop as
aoon aa my means of collection and de-

scription come to an end. When that

If did should afflict

aaid the mate; "besides

warmiy,

He Is harmless, and you can trust
him not to make mischief. I will pay
for htm If you like.

ship

joylUliy, p0Mlbie

I sappier; on contrary," tie' gtooof npon
f" I 1 .

. nia i ace oiacaer man ever.
moat unlucky

'lost two men an encounter the na-- i
they no success In

end
came

One the on deck
by light

cabin. The light flame,
the leaped and
of caught the

licked the timbers of ship.
schooner was

fire paper. In
minutes became apparent they

their boat. Aa the
drunken who mischief,
he came out of the bunting cabin

and sung until the flames drag-
ged down.

fierce glare of burning shtp
the looked Iavld

hat does he want to go home forr I Implying that misfortune waa en--

asked mate, doubtfully. Indeed, the tirely due to hla presence.
appearance of man did not warrant "tven now," he whispered, will not
the belief that he be welcomed tell men you have ruined the voy-b- y

hia friends. age, burned killed captain.
"He haa to pay a pilgrimage; he has may be will us as well. What

to a message before a magistrate, have you done that we be punish
and to be subsequently elevated to post ed for taking board I It
of great distinction," the baroa. It la It murder?"

"Humph!" said tue mate, "lie looks David nodded his head gloomily.
aa If he'd done something. Better keep I "Then," said mate, "whatever hap--

In these latitudes, stranger, where one pens to us, you'll get safe ashore, lou
asks and no one cares. about hla won't be drowned, and you won't be
fare; whoa to pay hia passage and his starved

cabin

man

danced

grub. we take him?" Three weeks later there were only two
"You will return some time to Queens- - survivors In that boat. The other men

land. Take or send this note." He took had all drunk sea and so gu mad
hla book, tore off half and one after the, aud leaped over
wrote a few words npon It. "Send this board their delirium. Only David

to Messrs. Hengstenburg & Com- - l.eighan was left with the mate, and they
pany. Sydney. Tell them where you got were lying one the bow aud one In

It. and they will give you for It. and I the stern, as far apart as the boat would
ill thank you Into for lot- - allow, and they were black In the face,

ting them know that, so the Baron gaunt and hollow-eyed- .

Sergius von Holstein is safe. If V hen they were picked up the signs
is any money left after paying for your life were so faint in them that the
passenger, give it to this poor fellow, skipper, a humane person, counsel
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Nerve

with horrible misfortunes, as they very CHAPTER IV.

aiitl hltil

von vou

Dill

do vou

well know. I tell them in The mate meantime considering
three days such a one would be dead, I the note put bis hands. It wss
and then it would be that man a duty I very hort, and was a npon
to a-- away and die In tuinnment oi . merchanfa in Rvdner the short
prophecy. I suppose his friends Mt I suppose, ever written, on

speak to him again ir he refused (he smallest piece of
to fulfill the words of the prophet, so "Messrs. Hengstenberg & Co., Sydney

Is their They me the 20. New Ireland, 1S84.
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PROFITS OF THI SUEZ CANAL

It.tes to Be lowered Aasla to Keep
Mvldenda M 8 I'er Cat.

"TIs forty yean alnce, and what
a dlfTcrence bctwreu then and nowl At

that lima tncu wrra saying tha Suea
Canal never would or could pay oper-

ating expenses. At the present tliu

Its profits art ao enormous that tha
compauy la compelled again aud agala
to reduce the tclla la order to keep tha
dividends within legal bounda. Of a
inith, Mr. (ireenwood waa prescient
when, thirty years ago, ua perauaaea
the British government to buy Ih
Khcdlve'B eharea. Iord Ierby, tha
foreign minister, did not Ilka tha
scheme. Hlr Stafford Northcote, chan
cellor of the exchojuer, distinctly die--

approved It. Disraeli himself, prima
minister, was doubtful.

It did not aeetu a tempting thing to
pay f.iM,niaj for alia res, tha Inter-
est on which had been mortgaged for
nineteen years. But Xlr. Greenwood
waa persistent, He pointed out that
most of the shares, apart from the
Khrdlve's, were held In France, while
m per reut of the traffic through tha
canal waa British. Ho British com-

merce must pay lolla Into Kreuch pock-eta- .

The tolls were high and when
Kngland asked that they be reduced
France answered that If England did
not like the canal she might aeml her
commerce by the old mute around tha
rape. la the end Mr. Oreenwood'a
pleaa prevailed and the British gov
erumrnt paid S'.tU'io.UOO for sharea
that are now worth f 140.000,000.

A curious error waa made In a dis-

patch the other day, which aald thla
year a dividend mt niy m i per cent.

ot for a long time haa It been ao low.
he dispatch should have aald It waa

Ul franca a share, a far different
hlng. Aa the shares are of WW franca

each, the dividend la at the rata of JJJ 3

per cent, or Just twice what waa at
flrst stated. Ust yeara dividend waa
1.10 franca a ahare, or --M per cent. Now
the London agreement Minis the coin- -

any not to appropriate profits of mora
than S3 per rent, but to reduce tba
oils aa much and aa often aa may ba

necessary to keep them down to that
figure. That la why the company pro-

poses another reductlou.
It did reduce tolls two years ago from
to 84 franca a ton, but still the prof

its kept on Increasing nnd pushing tha
dividend above the per cent limit.
There are those who reckon that If
oils were now reduced to tl franca tba

company would atlll be able to declare
a yearly dividend of 2." per cent, and
that a few yeara hence a atlll further
reduction ran be made without Impair-
ment of tha legal dividend. New York
Tribune.

TALK WITH QUEEN ALEXANDRA,

Peace and Itameatlc Topic Favored by
Her llrliUb Majesty.

I have been a diligent reader of
newspapers for thirty yeara, but I
hava never known any aenttinenta ex
pressed by the Queen of Kugland,
either during the time that aha waa
the I'tinccsa of Walea or during tha
short term aba haa occupied the throne, ,

find their way Into the public press.
We are, therefore, Indebted to tha

enterprise of a French Journalist, who
haa published an Interview with Queen
Alexandra cr. board the royal yacht
He began by expressing hla regret at
not seeing the king, na he wanted to
obtain from him some worda which
should reassure public opinion ai to
the Tangier Incident, but the Queen
cut him abort, and said: "Do not let ua
talk politics. Queens have to train
their children to occupy a high and
difficult position, to relieve misfortune
and distress. Thla la the best and
sweetest of roles. I do not want to
play any other. If the social question
can be settled some day, thla will be
by the virtues practiced by women and
by mutual affection, by mutual respect
and habits of Justice and charity. You
gentlemen nay war, we women any
peace In every nation, and pence be-

tween nations. I have always been
nfrald of warlike preparations at
which the people never weary of work-
ing."

Turning from public questions, tha
Queen spoke of the artificiality of the
surroundings of court life. "I am paa--

slonately fond of the sen," ahe antd.
'When I see It from the deck of tha

yncht or from the bench, stretching
away to the horizon, It holdn me npcll-boun- d,

and loaves me bewildered aa I
find myself on the threshold of tha
great new fatherland."

It la little wonder thnt her whole
soul ahould bo turned to thoughts of
peace, when the land of her nlstor'a
adoption la wrapped In external war
nnd Inward evolution.

Queen Alexandra Is right When
men talk of preparation! for wnr and
call them precautions to Insure pence,
they nre, I think, perpetuating a fal-
lacy, Lady Henry Somerset

Cheap Traveling in Belgium.
Season tickets available during a

fortnight and allowing the holder to
travel all over Belgium as often as he
likes and In any direction he may
choose, Including, moreover, a passage
each way between Dover and Ostend,
nre issued nt the following rates: First
class, 115.75; second class, $11. This' la
cheap traveling, aa the ticket coven
2,600 miles.


