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contemporary speaks of the vot-
machine as “the coming thing."”
We take sxceptions. The voting ma-
chine bhas arrived and s now walt

iy

An insane woman In Minnesota has
won a prize offered by a magasioe in a

The letters of Queen Victoria sre to
be publishad, after being edited Ly
friends of the royal family. We have
no doubt that it will be guite safe to
place the book In the hands of young

glris.

Wouldn't it be better for Dr. Wiley
not to tell us any more about the
scandalous way In which our food is
adulterated until he can offer some
suggestion as to & convenlent way for
bettering the situation?

Phillp Armour once said to a young
man who wanted to marry, “Pick out
8 good woman and marry one of ber
daughters, no matter which" We
would go a little further and advise
looking up the pedigree of the old man,
Girls take after their dads.

petatiaNe ,

A box of candy malled by a you
friend to a retired clergyman In his 024
year, whose eyesight some years ago
falled bim, brought out this Souching
response: “When I was a boy we bad
in our home a book entitied, ‘Solitude
Bweetened.' I think it remarkable that
after 50 years I should recelve a sec-
ond edition.” Think of the message of
that titie through the years!

It takes a hard blow at the pocket-
book, such as a crop failure, to show
some people the advantages of diversl-
fled farming. Every poor wheat year
bas been followed by greatest atten-
tion to othar crops In the localities
where the fallure was most felt. These
experiences have taught the farmers
that wheat land will do splendidly for
other things besides wheat, and that
somne of the other crops bring more re-
lUable returns.

The opening of the subway in New
York, with {ts admirable convenlence
and Its attractive decorative character-
istics, has roused enough civie pride in
the citizeus to lead them to protest
against the glaring advertisements
which appeared on the interior walls of
the station the very day of the open-
Ing. Ope prominent citizen went so
far as to urge the patrons to tear
down the slgons and kick holes In therm.
This was poor advice, In that it sug-
geated mob violence Instead of legal
methods; but the indignation is a hope-
ful sign, and other citles may take the
hint,

p—————————————

Barrels have been scarce In the ap-
ple distriets of the East, and enter-
prising orchard-owners in a few In-
stances Lave followed the Callfornia
custom of packing thelr apples in
boxes. They have learned that there
Is & demand for boxes of apples. The
officers of the State Agricultural Col-
lege In Massachusetts discovered this
two years ago, when they had a large
crop of Gravestein apples. They pack-
ed one-half of the crop in barrels, and
the other half in one-bushel boxes, and
recelved $2 a box and $2 a barrel, thus
pnetting nearly three times as much for
the boxed apples as for those packed in
the old-fashioned way.

In its present commerclal aspect at
% universities football has evolved a
i of players who may be termed
m"&y professionals, selected as
they &% for their ability to stand bat-
tering A8 bryising and their quick-
bess to selta uuy chance to maim thelr
opponents. Thy conrse tone which a
university 18 Wappegeq to mitigate In
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lation and never weariad of pressnting
statistical tables showing an annual in-
creane of 10 or 20 per cent. After a
while it waa obaerved that all the eities
not enly of this eeuntry but of all
ware growing Ila the mme
Fioally it dawned en our un-
derstandings that the farme were be-

|

bad balled as solld municipal muscle
and fat was seen to be dropsical wind
and water. This wiid flight of the
country people to the citiea W some-
thing of a mystery, because It has ta-
ken place slmultaneously with an im-
mense amelioration of the loneliness
and bardships of farm life. Ino our day
the trolley car darts by the farmer's
gate, the letter earrier bands him his
mall and a bus ealls to taks his chil-
dren to school. Farm work s pow
beginning to be done by storage bat-
teries. The farmer Is no longer com-
pelled to manufacture everything he
needs, but can buy It for a trifle at
the nearest town. On his table are the
fluest periodicals and books In the
world, be reads them by an electric
light, he telephones his orders around
the farm or his gossip to his neigh-
bors and rides to the depot lo an au-
tomoblle. How it is that men so pleas-
antly situated, with the sweet privi-
lege of looking nature In the face,
breathing unpoliuted alr, drinking pure
water and eating pure food, can give It
up for the grime and filth, the smoke
and stench, the close quarters and adul-
terated food, the starvation wages and
incessant strikes, lockouts and mobs
of the eity will always be regarded as
an insoluble problem. Not only do the
farmers wrong themeelves when they
flock to the city but they infllet a ter-
rible injury on soclety. Agriculture la
paralyzed and the cities are glutted,
impoverisbed and corrupted. “Back
to the farm"” should be the watchword
of Americans. It Is to be feared that
Secretary Wilson Is far too sanguiney
but If his prognostication Is correct It
la the best news this country has beard
in many years.
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VAST COMMERCE OF EARTH.

International Trade for a Bingle Year

Amonats te $11,000,000,000,
The world's commerce, as noted In
the annual report of the chief of the
bureau of statistics of the Department
of Commerce and Labor, shows the to-
tal exports of all pations of the world
to be, in the latest year avallable, §10,-
515,000,000, and the value of the total
imports of all nations $11,800,000,000.
This would give the total value of the
world's Imports and exports combined
as $22,324,000,000, but since all art-
cles which were counted as exports be-
came In turn imports when they enter-
ed the country of destination it would
appear that the actual value of the
articles entering Into International com-
merce I8, in round terms $11,000,-
000,000,

The value of these articles forming
the internal commerce of the United
Etates Is estimated at $22,000,000,000
in a single year.

Thus, while it has been customary

the United States as equal to the en-
tire International commerce of the
world, It appears from this statement
that the actual value of the merchan-
dise entering Into the internal com-
merce of the United Btates is practic-

world.
Europe, of course, supplies a large
proportion of the world's International

515,000,000 exports of all the countries
of the world, and her Imports m*

$8,801,000,000, out of a total of $11,—I

the countries of the world. Thus Eu-|
rope’s total international commerces,
combining lmports and exports,
amounts to practically $16,000,000,000,
out of a total of $22,000,000,000 of com-
bined imports and exports.

Of the $8,801,000,000 of Imports Into
Europe, §1,202500,000, or 1448 per
cent are from the United States, and
of the $6,408,000,000 of exports, $407,-
58,000, or 6.27 per cent, were sent to
the United Btates,

When & preacher’s wife expects her
husband to Hght fires and carry in
wood, the women of the chureh won-
der that lightning doesn't strike her
for being so implous,

to spesk of the Internal commerce of Fanrf Havre have made improvements

ally twice as great as that entering
the International commerce of the forcing air In or out of the ballonet

commerce, both as to exports and Im-

ports. The exports of Europe amount 'at a height of about 1000 feet with
to $6,408,000,000, out of a total of $10,-
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thelr natural desire, but in sowme sois2

thelr duty, why, objection te football lhm&mdm&m

en thelr part is Dot exactly a crime! ANY people will aympathize with & writer In the
e — Mmm.mummmtuom

Eecretary Wilen coaveys o the of gift-making has degenerated lute a system of

Amaerican people the mere than wel bartar :

come lnformation that the desartion of Hew trus this s we all most realine with the approach

the farma for eity life which bas been [of Christmsas and the shopping It entalls.  Pretly soon we

golng on at an alarming mte for the sball sit down seme morlng look over sur memoranda,

last twenty years sesms to bave come fud eut whe sent us presents last Christmas, remember

0 an end and that semething like & re- what was the approximate cost of sach, and then start on

action has set Ia.  If this Is true noth- (& teur of the shops te purchase gifts of about the same

ing could De a mere hopeful algn for value. And these we sball send to our ereditor friends

the future prosperity and bappiness of with a written message of Christlan charity and boliday

thia country. Untll a few years age good cheer, but heaving over each parcel a heavy algh of

American cities prided themaelives rellel that this ls of cur minds and we are aven,

Nor In that the worst of it, fer very often we sarisusly
embarrass our finances by paying our obligations of this
sort and many a bill collector has made a man's life miser
able for mouths becanse of such meaningless tokens of
love and affection that generally do not exist

As a matter of fact, the Christmas present, like the wed-
ding preseat. has become a nulsance. It bad its origin In
A sweet sentiment, but that sentiment, except in the casea
of families that are closely knit in genuine fondness (and
how many are they 1) has long slnce been destroyed by the
ever-lnersasing costliness of gifts, The genercus alm-
plicity of the past ls gone and ostentation bas taken its
phace.

If you doubt this, just try sending no Christmas gifts

next Christmoas and the Christmas following, and see what
bappens. Yeu will find that the man who gives no pres
|clu gets nooe. Evea the glowing and philanthrople bu
manity of the Christinas season takes account of the dollars
acd cents and Inslsts upon value recelved.
| It Is time for & reform of the abuses that have sur
{rounded and spolled the beautiful custom of celebrating
Christ's birthday with evidences of peace on earth and
jgood will toward men. As It Is practiced now It Is com
mercial, sordid and destructive of everythlng but hypoe
rigy —Chlcago Journal.
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A Land for Felons of All Natioas,

HAT is the loglic of keeping criminals at the

public expense? Why sbould the community
| give a man free boand and lodging for his life
| because he has broken the law? If a man
2 unfit to be at large in soelety, then, If self
preservation Is the first law of nature, soclety has
the right to ellminate him, This it doen. fool-
tahly, at present, by locking him up for a term of years
or for life. In a few cases soclety kills the eriminal, and
thus gets rid of him Irrevocably and cheaply; but this Is
hard on the eriminal who may vot be lncorrigible. Hence
cupital punishment wounld be too severe for erimes less
than the most helnous. The malntenance of prisons, how-
ever, |s a heary draln upon the tazpayers. Moreover,
prisons are not reformstories, but rather colleges for edu-
cation In the criminal arts and for the formation of the
professional criminal character. Therefore, they are men-
aces as well an burdens to soclety,

Some nations have made a compromise with logle by
establishing colonles, where felons are permitted, In =
| measure to abift for themselves, Put these colonles are
|oﬂl;r balf-way measures. The logical, bumane and most
‘effectual solution of the problem would be the setting apart
of some great territory—say the heart of Africa or some
ihm island, not too fertlle—as & general dumping ground
|for the criminals of all nations. There the outlaws conld
set up a soclety of thelr own. Necessity would compel
them to dig asd bulld for themselves. They would bave to
work or starve, The frontlers or coasts of the felony’
land could be policed by a patrol composed of detachments
from the armies and pavies of all the nations In order to
prevent escapes. Bummary death should be, of course,
the penalty for breaking bounds. The powers, however,

could refuse to take any part in the internal administration

of the territory set up. The eriminals esuld do what they
pleased, have anarchy or a communism, & republic or an
autocrscy, whichever sulted them.—San Francisce Bul
Istin,

AL What Mea Work.

TARLRE of the division of labor in dlferent eonn-

triea, published In the “Industrie Zeltung"” of Her

lin, presents some Interesting facta and offers some

profitable suggestions, Occupations are divided Into
three classss—namely, agriculture, borticulture and forest
ry, manufactures and mining, and commerce and trans
pertation. It s 'lnteresting to ebserve that In the last
onamed class Ameriea leads all the world save only Holland.
With that one exception a lurger proportion of our people
are engaged In commerce and transportation than of any
other lo the world. That la doubtiess because of the enor
mous development of rallroads In America. Our percentage
of men thus engaged s 183, while Holland's Is 17.2, Ea-
gland’s Is only 14, Germany's is 10.8 and France's 0.4,

In manufactures and minlag America has a compar
atively low rank, her percentage belng ouly 24.1. Scotland
leads all, with 004, followed clossly Ly England and
Wales with 383, Germany has 374 and Franes 838, Hel
gium, Holland and Switserland also, of course, rank high,
each of them having more than ene-third ef the working
population thus engaged. In the fOret class, of agriculture
and allled eccupations, America bas a percentage of 350,
while Germany has 375 France 443 Austria and Hon-
BAry, reapectively, 88.2 and 580, and ltaly 504, The only
natiens having amaller proportions 14 this class than Amer
ion are Holland, with 30.7; Belglum, with 21.1; Scoetland,
with 12, and England and Walea, with only 8

It may be seriously questionad whether it Is well for
A nation te show se great a dlsproportion among Its oceu-
pations as England does, with only R par cent agricultur
Ista agninat 588 In maoufactures and 13 In commerce; or

Neot Be Various as Wemen's, but Sub-
Jocr vo Change,

“We bear & great deal about the va-

rlous sigles n which weisen dress thelr
Bale,” sald the barber, "but we don't
hear much sald abeut the siyiee in
which mea wear thalr halr,

"Yot wen do have siyies ln this re
gord which they fellew elesely, though
they do not change thelr styles so fre
quently ss wemen de theirs, nor are
thelr styles s varieus They are I
deed, confined mestly te changes in the
part.

“Twe or thres years age, as you will
remembaer, It was the faskisn for men
te part thair hair ia the middie, and
thls was & faahies very commonly fol
lewed, and by many siderly as woll a
by young men. There were many old
o men nel avarse te fellowing the

s
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man feund that Wy

in the middie be was snabled to cover
up the bare spets that time hadbrought
te his temples, and be took kindly te
the fashion on that acceunt

“S¢ parting the balr in the middle
was really the prevalling fashion, and
man, old and young, wearing their halr
in that manoer were 10 ba met on ev-
oy hand. Bul now a man with his
halr se parted s but rarely sesn; pret-
1y much overy man new parts his halr
on the alde, and a man, #ld or young,
with his balr parted In the middle
weuld be so consplousus as to altract
attantiea.

“Men have Individusl ways In the
wearing of thalr balr, as fer axample
seme meun who think long halr ls be
coming te thetn may wear thelr balr
long, sud sema men with naturally
curly balr may pot try very hard te
comb It out stralght. There are men
whe follow thelr fancies an to how

a8 Hungary does in the opposite direction, with 080 per|
eent engaged upon the land and ouly 120 o manufactures |
and 3.3 in commerce. A more even balancing among llu-!
clanses would seem to be preferabls, such as that of the|
United States, In which the balanece Is moat even of all, |
wirth the possible exception of Holland, There Is an old|
warning agalnst earrylng all the eggs In one basket, and
farmers have long since learned the disadvantage of de
pending upon a single crop. Ro it is not well for any na-
tlon to devole {tself too much to a single department of
industry. The more varied and well balanced Its ocupa-
tons are, the more self-contained and Independent It will
be.~New York Tribune.

May Test Britaias's Strength.

T Is evident that In some Continental capltals the ldea

is cherished that the opportunity for a blow agalnat

British sea power Is 10 be expecied before the end of

the confilet between Japan and Russia. Any Power that
s to be drawn into the attempt will be expected 1o use |
pot ouly its navy, but as much of Its army as can be made |
available. We think that bold and farsighted statesman-
ship might prevent any such combination being brought |
Into existence, But If the possibility exists, It ought to be
the basis of all Great Britain's naval and military arrnnge-
ments, 1t is such a combination as this which ought to be
the hypotbeals In every scheme of Imperial defense. The
people of this country ought to be well aware that a com-
bination sgainst them ls possible. They ought to know
that this !s the one danger against which thelr prepara:
tions should alm at rendering them reasonably secure,
and that security agalnat the most dangerous attack wounld |
involve greater security against less formidable forms of
conflict, Recent minleterial accounts of the ldeas of the
Committes of Defense hardly earry the conviction that the
hypothesis has been worked out, Yel there never was a
time when both the political and the strategical vigllance
of n British Government were more urgently necessary than
at the present moment —London Moruing Post.
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TRAVEL BY AIR.

Using Cllhp!lbh Alr-Bag Inslde Bal-
| loom Proper Moets with Success.

| To regulate the height to which a
balloon shall rise or fall is one of the
fnteresting problems of aeronautics,
and it wsually bas Leen wsolved Ly
throwing ballast overboard or allow-
ing the gas to escape. In ballonet-
balloons, which have recently becn
tried 1o successful experiments, this
is accomplished by having collapsible
alr-bags inside the balloon proper, intn
which alr ean be forced or withdrawn,
While the idea s old, golng back to
the time of the first hydrogen balloon
in 1783, it has only recently been put
into successful application, though in
1884 air-reservoirs were employed to
regulate the shape of balloons. During
the first year Henry de Ia Vaulx and

whereby successful ascents and voy-
ages have been made, and the altitudd
of the balloon nlcely regulated. The
| ballonet is an annular compartment of
ilem-lhaped sectlon placed around the
ilower part of the balloon proper aml
provided with suitable valves, Ry i
Uue ol
the displacement, and consequently the
| buoyancy, Is altered. Thus In the firat
ascent made by M. de In Vaulx a eroas-
ing of the English Channel was made

the ballonet filled. On rising above

POWERFUL SEARCHLIGHT

e big searculiguts used by e Kussigus at Port Arthur s
ghown In the Hustration,
Incessantly at ulght, and thelr Intense white rays disclosed whatever move-
ments the Japanese mude.
also tends to dazzle and confuse them.
projectors the Russlans also used star shells, which ln exploding brilllantly

S AT PORT ARTHUR.

From the forts these projectors were worked

The light, when thrown on an advanelng enemy,
In conjunction with the electrie

they shall wear thelr balr, just as there
are some womef whe disregard ths
style and wear thelr balr In the man-
ner thay belleve to be the most becom-
ing te them; but as te the part, the
prevalling style for men now la to have
that en the alda.

“Women say that men look better
with thelr hair parted en the alde than
in the wmiddle, but | den't thiak this
has anything to de with making siyle,
for most men conslder themselves at-
tractive anyway, and 1 leok In due
time to ses the middle part become
tashionable again,

“As & matter of fact, the slde part,
which i the natural part fer men, does
prevall In the long run, taking a long
series of yoars; but men like & change,
and the middie part pleasess thelr van-
iy, #r In seme cases TS & PUrposs,
and it will ne doubt cewme In agaln, to
lnst at Jeast for a while. Men change
thelr ways of wearlng thelr halr just
as they change the style of the ahos
they wear."—New York Bun.

Latest Swindling Game,

Here Is one of the latest schemes for
making money, which has Seurished In
town for some weeks past, says the
Phlladelphia Press. A man stops you

{ on the sireet and in the mest confiden-

tial of touea asks you to direct him te
a good pawnshop where they don't ask
any questions. Then, without undue
ceremony, he whispers Imn your ear
that he has been working as valet for
a rich old man, who has used him very
meanly, and because of thin he has
stolen a lot of Jjowelry and only wants
to sell it for enough te pay hils raliroad
fare to Baltimore,

Iis then pulls from his pocket & col-
lection of watches, rings and stickping
and offers any one of them for what
you bave in your pocket, providing you
have at least three or four dollars.
\\'hyt!ur you buy any of the “stolen
Jewelw'" or not, the man prays you In
a volee full of emotion not to tell the
police, at least not untll be bas time te
get out of town.

Of course, the Jowels are nothing but
cheap lmitations and the watches not
worth a dollar at retall, but, neverthe-
less, the schemo has been worked sue-
cennfully, and a number of people have
hought these “stolen goods,” and found
out Inter, much to thelr regret, that
they had been swindled with eases,

Antigue Furniture.

An electrical Jonrnal supplios a de-
scription of the trentment of worme
enten furniture, Everybody has hoard
of furniture which is glven an appear-
ance of antiquity by worm-eating ar-
tificially produced. 'The old erude way
wan to bore holes with a glmlet. A
more subtle way s now In use. The
bacteria which bore holes In wood are
cultivated on potatoes, and are thence
rubbied into modern Imitatlons, They
eat thelr way In; but, as everybody
knows, If wood la too much worm-
eaten It rots and collapses Into dust,
Therefore, when the process of decay

the clonds the sun's rays would have
expanded the gas within the balloon
proper and carried the aeronsuts to a

808,000,000 of the total lmports of all Llll'l'ln where they would bave been

driven toward the Arctic Bea by the
prevalling southerly winds bad they
not been able to descend to a lower
level by using the ballonet, Thus they
were able to proceed In the desired di-
rection on this particular voyage, land-
ing in Yorkshire after a trip of sixteen
bours. By regulating the position of
the balloon with'the ballonet it is pos-
sible to save ballast, 80 that much
longer trips can be taken with favor
able winds, Further trips In this bal-
loon were equally successful, and dem-
onstrated the success of the ballonets,
and this arrangement should be ad-
vantageous in dirigible balloons or on
air ships, as they would supply a sim-
ple means of regulating the buoyancy
of the envelope contalning the gas.

Webster's Lost Opportunity,
The eampalgn of 1840 had & dra-
matic apd voexpected sequel. Thar.

lighted up the Immediate territory,

low Weed, before the meeting of the
whig convention, sought out Webster
and vrged him to take second ploce
on the tlcket with Harrison, but the
gugeestion was rejected with scorn.
An neceptance of Weed's advice wonlkd
have made Webster Presldent In little
more than a year,

Fish's Tenaoity of Digeation,

A singular lostance of tenmelty in
the digestion of fish Is reported from
a fishing village on the Atlantie coast,
The fish, which is a ling, four feet
long, had what appeared to be an ab-
pormally hard liver, But the cutting
up process revealed something far
stranger. The supposed hard liver
turned out to be a plece of stout net-
ting, over two yards long and fourteen
inches wide, which had been pressed
{nto the form of a football. How this
great mass of Indigestible material
ecame to be swallowed by the creature

_hlmlm,lndm-ummmt

the Osh eaught in the tolls of a flsh-
erman's net solved the problem of how
to escape by devouring his prison
walls 18 not consldered sclentifically
practieable,

Not a Favorite Breed

Lovers of good, plaln dogs which
linve been allowed to grow naturally
will appreciate the story of the Eng-
lish peddler who went to a dealer In
dogs and thus described what le
wanted:

“Hi wants a kind of dog about so
‘Igh an' so long. Hit's a kind of gry-
‘ound, an' yit it ain't a gry'ound, be-
cause 'ls tyle ls shorter nor any o
these 'ere gry'ounds an’' 'is nose
shorter an' 'e aln't so sllm round the
body. But still 'e’s a kind o’ gry'ound.
Do you keep such doga?”

“No,"” replied the dog man, ' "We
drowns ‘em."

When an attorney offers to settle,
Iisten.

has gone far enough to give to the
“modern antique” a venerable appear-
nnce, but not far enough to make it
unsafe to wmit down on or to lean
against it, bécomes desirable to kill off
the bacterin. This can now be done, It
hiaa bean found, by submitting them in
thelr new quarters to the actlon of the
X-rayn,

Georglo Wanted More Ple,

“Gran'ma," says Georgle, "you gave
me a awflul little plece of plel"

“Why, Georgle!" cries the dear old
lady, “I gave you an extra large plece.
1 remember cutting an enormous plece
for youw."

“@Gran'ma”—the small boy ruminates
a few minutes before speaking again—
“Gran'ma, your glasses magnify a good
deal, don't they?'—Cleveland Leader.

Football Prolifie,
“How aid your collage cousln have
his new photograph taken—full front?"
“No; half back. He is en tha foot-
ball team."—Judge.




