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Topics of
the Times

Secretary Hay is a grandfather, amd
it's a boy. Bring on the litle breeches

An “lmpreguable fortress” is merely
ene requiring a large force and men
and artillery to take

Graclous, what a glorious thing It
would have been for the Russians if
the Czar's boy had been twins

The moon will bear watching., Ace-
cording to Astronomer Pickering, It
has hroken out in a new spot,

Naturally the project to make paper
money “velvety” bas fallad, and wo
shall go on working hard for it as of
old.

Rut If Carrie should appear at the
door, would Bizhop Potter be war-
runted In saying something like “Tur
nation?®”

There is o tide in the affairs ol
wheat which, taken at what seems to
be the flood, frequently leads on to
misfortune,

The power of the pessimist is shown
by the public’s familiarity with the
word “dyspeptic” and Its unacquaing-
ance with “eopeptie.™

A New Jersey man has made him-
self a sult of asbestos clothing. Iie
apparently has a suspicion of what the
future bolds in store for him.

Both Japan and Russia now have
about §200,000,000 invested In the war.
The differenece !s that the Japs have
something to show for thelr invest-
ment.

Just as soon as those English troops
reached Lhassa they made it English
by dropping the “h."” They have been
spelling it L'hassa all these years, and
now they spell It Lasea,

e ——

It is sald that the pay of the Jan-
anese soldler is only 45 cents a month.
In view of his recent performances we
believe the war office would be justl-
fled In ralsing it to half a dollar,

A fashlon writer for Mr. Bok's
paper says that all women should
wenr a beauty spot so as to be fas-
cinating, Some of them would be more
fascinating if the beauty spot covered
the entire face.

Statistics now in course of collation
at Washington seem’ to Indicate that
the sifting process applled to Imml-
gration at the country's ports of entry
Is, to say the least, defective. Figuras
showing the number of allens conflned
In penal and charitable I[nstitutions
have been gathered by special agents
In every State and Territory. These
figures, it Is sald, show that thousands
of forelgners who, under the laws,
thould not have been admitted to this
country, have become publlc charges,
and, as such, llable to deportation at
the expense of the steamship com-
panies that brought them to the Unl-
ted States.

1t should be a source of pride to
every one within whose veins flows
Anglo-8axon blood that our language
Is rapidly becoming the dominant ve-
hicle of speech throughout the eartls.
No longer is it necessary for an Amer-
lean or Englishman contemplating
foreign travel and equipped only with
his mother tongue to feel the least ap-
prehension as to his ability to go any-
where and everywhere along the
beaten tracks of Europe. More people
now speak English as thelr vernacular
than speak any other European lan-
guage, In every town and city of lm-
portance on the continent there are
many pemsons, students for the most
part, who are able to converse in Eng-
lish and who feel a just pride in the
nccomplishment and take pleasure in
Its exercise.

As if It were not enough to reform
the spelling of certaln words in our
language, two sclentists have come
forward with the purpose of reform-
Ing the alphabet ltself. They affect to
bave tested the speed with which the
mind can recognize some of the letiers,
and the conclusion reached by them
Is that the forms of the printed letters
are badly concelved from a physlo-
logical point of view; that If they
were composed of characters of simple
construction, such as are the letters
T and L, the speed of the recognition
of letters would be greatly Increased
und the mental fatigue would be much
diminished. These sclentists are
ehrewd enough not to say what form
the other letters should take in order
to releve the mental fatigue, They
end by slmply making the complaint.

It 18 & curious fact that the desire
for physlcal development for thelr
children comes to mauy parents more
glowly than that for intellectual de-
velopment. It Is prety well acknowl-
edged now by everybody—from the {]-
literate immigrant to the “poor white”
-—that “book learning” is a good thing
for the children. But the schools In
England meet the same opposition as
those In Amerlea when they try to
put the development of musecle on the
pame basis as that of memory. Many
a school principal has listened to pro-
tests substantially like that of the
good woman who carried her views of
education to the grammar school
teacher; “I want ye to teach me girl
readin’, writin' and ‘rithmetie,” sald
she, “but she ain't t' larn anny more
of this physical torture. If It’s jumpln’
sbe needs, I ¢'n teach her jumpin' me-
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| and black soft hats everywhere,

self!" Presently we shall make good
our return to the Greek system, which
fncluded music and gymuastics 48 es-
pentinls to education, and so produced
a wonderfully balanced cerdature—
with body, mind and spirit In such dve
proportion that no one could overtop
the other, The profesalonal athlete,
the puny scholar and the religlous
recluse are sach the result of the sep-
aration of one department of educa-
tion from the others. The symmetrical
msn is the result of the well-consid-
ered union of all the departments,

Once every year the soldlers of the
Civil War who still survive are accus
tomed to gather somewhere for thelr
national encampment, Three days are
glven to reunions and busineas meet-
ings and a parade. This practice has
continued »o long that it has become
an old story In all the northern hsif
of the country: for the Grand Army
has both encamped in Maine and in
California. It I8 an old story Iln one
sense, but a perennlally new one In
other senses, This year, for the thicd
time, the Grand Army held its  en-
campment In Boston. The clty was
decorated, of course, and unusually
crowded, There wers bhlue uniforms
I'h»
same white-halred men marched In
the parade, n little stiffer in the knees
and somewhat fewer In number, and
they were cheered from end to end of
the route, But there was nothing new
about any of these things. Yet the
encampment as & whole did produce
—it always produces—something new
and fresh: a rebirth of patriotism, a
reacknowledgment of the debt due to
these men, a new perception of what
the war cost them. No one can watch
the parade of the veterans without
seeing that the vast majority of those
in line are men Iin moderate circum-
stances. They consider themselves
fortunate indeed that they are able to
be present at all. Thousands of thelr
old comrades, they will tell you, could
not come because of the expense, Here
s the new lesson which the encamp-
ment teaches, or the old lesson which
it constantly repeats—the lifelong sac-
rifice of the men who fought snd
lived, as well as the short but com-
plete sacrifice of those who dled. The
war ruined the chances of financial
success for tens of thousands of sol-
dlers, who, If they had been more
selfish and less patriotic, would be
richer to-day In the goods of this
world; but how infinitely poorer both
they and we should be In things which
wealth cannot measure or money buy!

Born unto trouble, there rests a babe
i the royal palace of Russia for whom
go out the rejoleings of a great na-
tion. The accident of birth has given
an helr to the throne of the Roman-
offs, From a man of melancholy, it
is announced that the Czar has ad-
vanced to cheerfulness, and in the ad-
vent of his son. the Russian nation,
always rstitlous, sees an augury
of wondrous things, Analysis of con-
ditions In Russla previous to the great
event which, barring death, has settled
the Romanoff succession, will show
why so much depends upon this lttie
boy. The four daughters born to the
Czar are mere nonentities, though
Nicholas had It In his power to repeal
the salic law and make them eligible
to the throne, just as Isabella was
made eligible to the Spanish throne by
her father, Ferdinand VII. But the
Russians are set against “petticoat
rule,” regardless of the fact that var
little more than a century agoe Cather-
ine Il. ruled so strenuously that she
figures In Rusafan history as the great-
est monarch since the days of Peter
the Great. This thing alone has turned
the people against the Czarina, who
four times has disappolnted them by
giving them what court circles eall a
“makeshift” Instead of a ruler. It has
even been sald that she was to be (l-
vorced, “for state reasons” much after
the order of the “state reasons' which
parted Napoleon and Josephine., The
person who bore the title of Czareviteh
In the absence of a direct heir of the
Cgar is the uncle of Nicholas, the
Grand Duke Michael, than whoin
there is no more unpopular person In
the whole Russian Empire. The con-
tempt the Grand Duke holds for his
nephew bas never been hidden, and
loyal Russians bhave resented It even
more than the Czar himself, It Is not
difficult to see, therefore, how the na-
tlon regards the birth of the new
Iomanoff as a pleasant omen for Rus-
sla and an augury of better days. For
it has given them back the Czarina,
who at heart i really loved, and has
relleved them of the ruling presence
of the Grand Duke Michael, whose
necent of the throne would be regard-
ed as a national calamity.

CHARLES E. SHIVELY.

The new Supreme Chancellor of the
Knights of Pythlas, He has been a
member of the order since 1878, and
resldes at Richmond, Ind.

A man pever realizes how high a
fence he can Jjump untll he s badly

scared.

'OPINIONS OF GREAT PAPERS ON IMPORTANT SUBJECTS

Still a Nation of Farmers..
HE recently published census report on “gain-
ful pursults™ In the United States has evoked
L discussion of the possible social and political
sects of & continued drift of Lhe people away
romm agriculture. Have we ceased to be a
‘nation of farmers.” and are the clties to keep
on growing at the expense of the rural districts?

1
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!We do not need the poet to tell us that God made the
lcountry, and that man made the town, The larger clties
imrumh us dally with evideinves that they are man-made
Hn Mtuations, awd that in the making of most of themn man

(did & very bungiing Job, That the wealth of the country

comes from the soll, and that our pational prosperity reats
upon agriculture are propositions so selfl evident ax to re
quire no dewonstratlon by expert seonomisis.  The truth

of these propositions will be generally recognlzed, no mat
ter what the consus flgures may say

The censux report on oovupations wonll imdicate to the
superflelal thinker that agriculture has ceased to be the
leading industry of onr peoples. The table showing the pro
portion engaged In the five princlpal elusses of oceupation
in 1SS0 and 100 |s ns follows:

18w, 11800,
| Agricultural pursults .. ...coiniiiinias 1o At
| PPODIRIORY oo svncn: ainiannbiiee vnnnncnasasss A .30
| Domestic and personal ........ccc000 000 20000 10,2

Trade and transportation .. ....ccvvenn- 10,08 16,30
Manufacturing ..... .. i 2117 4.4

The table Indieates a decline In the relative Importance
of agriculture among the galnful pursutts. It shows a de
crease of D.50 per cent In the proportion of persons en-
gaged In agriculture since 1880 and an Increase of D4R 1n
the proportlon engaged In commerce and manufacturing.

But those who are Inclined to grow pessimistic over the
threatenad “extinction™ of agriculture will need to go deeper
Into the figures. It Is found that the number of persons ac
tually engaged In agriculiure Increased between 1880 and
1000 from 7.714.000 to 10382000, It Is to be remembered
also that this number s llkely to keep on Increasing for
many years, not only through the opening of irrigable pub-
lle lands to homesteaders, but beeause of the drift toward
smaller farms and more Intensive farming The sclentific
agriculturist of the future will get more out of a Afty-acre
tract than the oll-time “farmer” got out of & QuUArter sec
tion.—Springfeld Republican,

Success in Life.

UCCESS In life I8 relative. To no two minds
does It mean the sswe, To no two conditions
does can it be allke applicable. The success
of the farmer, for instance, who adds to his
pllands, rears his famlly In righteousness and
Jhpasses his days In peave and content, far from
the turmoll and triumphs of more swiftly mov-
Ing life, would not seem to the lawyer, the politiclan or the
city merchant to be a success at all,

The crossroads storekeeper may be n success o life In
his own estimation and that of his nelghborhood, though
his brother of the ¢ity, who thinks In wmilllons, cannot help
looking down upon him with scorn.

There can be no material standard of success, for the
reason that the outlook, the aspiration and the attalnment
of any man are his alone. No two can occupy the same
viewpoint. No two can regard success from the same mind
and heart

The school-teacher, who ever gives, may cut a sorry
figure In a blographleal dictionary beside the mllllonalire,
who ever gets. But In the real bullding up of the Intelleet
and morallty and bappliness of the world It 1s she who Is
the giant and he the pigmy,.

The poor underpald preacher whose congregation Is
small because he preaches religlon undefiled may In the
common estimate be a fallure. But who can foretell the
barvest to come from the pregnant seed thus sown In good
ground? Another generation may see a mighty chureh
arise, that some rich man puts a gorgeous window In and
calls his monument.

Which Is the more successful life—the one that builds
a great window or the one that stimulates the spirit which
makes & church?

Posalbly nine-tenths of us have no other serlous pur-

pose In life than to get the best living we can. We mi
absorbed In our own little affalrs—our wants and our en-
Joyments, allments and euse, Joalousies and envies, and |
hatreds and loves. The greater the degree to which we sat- |
Isfy our wanis and trivmphs over our enemies the greater
our spocess—we think,

But to gratify our wants Is only to create new ones,
Human longing is llke & sea—the more we pour into It
the more it spreads. The milllonalre longs for more nit
engerly as does the poor man, Content does not le In the |
direction of acquisition or Indulgence,

Bucesss (n life consists in Aitting one's self to one's en- |
vironment, and one thing more—elevating the environ. |
meat.—Chleago Journal, |

Barbarous Waste in War, |
OME Internntionnl pact should be gelileved that
will compel respect for ships and goods as ob |
Joets of econotile value In the whole workd's
rating, whether subject 1o selgure as contes- |
band of war or otherwise, The Russinbs are
wurrnnted in arrestiog those trading uh-nuwm|
that are carryving supplles to thelr Cuemles,
but pelther they nor any other people are justitied in de
stroying what the world nesds ax fomd, as fuel, as clothing,
as medicine, and especlally us ships  To empty a ship of
1ts freight and then send her to the bottom, or, worse still,
to send her down with ber cargo, s barbarous. The conl
supply Is growing short, Not a ton of It should be wasted,
If It I8 necessary to prevent Its falling Into the bhands of
the Japancse, let 1t be landed and sold to the highest bid
der of a neutral natlon, provided that clrcumstances pre
vent the captors from using it to thelr own advantage.

And the same with the captured ship. This ls a work
of skill and value, and Is needed In facllitating the com.
merce of nll countries. If It has made ltself Uable to sels.
ure by trading ln forbldden supplies, there 18 Do reuson
why It should thereforo be destroyed. It carries no fight
Ing machinery, It 18 pot a danger to the war fleet of the
natlon that makes the arrest. It wmay be earrying merely
A few tons of contraband articles, and a deckful of sup
plies intended for neutrals or for people engaged In peace
ful pursuits, aml In such a case It Is a wanton waste to
slok It, If, Indeed, 1t Is not & deflance of International law.
Powder and arms might be used by the captors, or might
even be thrown overboard If there were no time to take
them or room to stow them; but not the textiles, frult,
meat and manufactured products that vations exchange
with one another. Warships are fair prey. They are to be
sunk by the enemy whenever possible, or converted to the
uses of the winning slde, but to scuttle a milllon-doliar
ship beonuse of the accldent of her trade Is to commit u |
erime agninst a1l humanity, whose needs that ship Is ca |
pable of serving.—Hrooklyn Enagle.

The Marrying Age.

HE dictam of Gov, Warfleld that girls should
not marry untll they are twenty-salx has nhat
urally caused considernble dincussion among
those most interested—the giris  themselves,
[Iv-"" ““W thelr parents, and the young men who do not |
L_‘_.cr:d'<_t_J waul to walt for a bride untll she Is verging on

old-maldhood. The fitst question of Interest Is
& matter of fact: Are our girls generally marrying at too
early an age? Some light 1s thrown on this matter by City
Reglatrar McGlenan, of Boston, In the Globe of that rlty,
He shows that In the year 1802, out of 6,172 brides, only
120, or a little more than 2 per cent, were less than eighteen
While more than half the total number were under twenty.
five, “yet 4,180, wore than two-thinds of the whole num
ber of brides, were married between the ages of twenty and
twenty-nine.” '

These figures, the Registrar thinks, “do not Indlcate that
all girls are marrylng at an abnormally early age.” Other
writers on the subject teatify that marriage s entered luto
by both sexes at a later average age than In former gen-
erations In this country, There are many reasons for this.
The growing Independence of women, the more extensive
flelds for their employment, the Importance given to edu-
catlon, operate to defer marringe, as the Incrensed cost of
the wedded state deters many young men untll they can
“afford It."—New York Warll.

GRANDMOTHER'S CLOCKS,
V04005400000 000000000¢

Long before the Western express
had come within whistling distance of
the Summerville station Unecle Charles
declared he could hear the bLells of
grandmother's clocks, “Haven't heard

and a balf fast
#till more.
“Charles,” sald

clocks?"

looked up In alarm snd gazed at the
“banjo-clock” before her.
Uncle Charlea discovered. an

verely, “bave you been

“Why, yes, mother.
‘sun’ and the ‘bulifrog.’ They seemed

and even the most captious and exact-
ing snufftaker found something sulted
to his wants. Those with a taste for
the morbld conld buy boxes made from
the wood of scaffolds, chalrs that mur-
derers bad sat upon or parts of thelr

It was, 80
hour
That alarmed bhber

grandmother, sc

sottin’ my |houses. Sporting men could find pleas-
ure In the little minlatures depleting
I fixed the |scenes In the chase. Ballors had their

boxes made from the timbers of some

'em since I was & boy,” he sald, “but
1 know how they'll sound—anll golng
together and every one of 'em right.
I tell you, Lettle, you ought to have
mother's sense of time, You can't even

keep our mantel clock stralght. Why,
mother has a hall clock seven feef
high and over a century old. Then

there's the ‘banjo’ clock In the dinlug-
room, and the ‘sun' In the kitchen—we
call In the 'sun’' becsuse of n_round
hole in the door-picture to see the pen-
dulum through. There are three or
four others bhesides, and the way
mother keeps them stralght Is a mar.
vel, It must be the old wooden wheels,
Nothing like them made nowadays!"

Half an hour later grandmother
greeted her home-coming flock at the
door of the neat white farmhouse, and
pent them to their rooms to prepare
for a walting dinner,

“Hello!” said Unele Charles, as h2

followed Aunt Lettle Into the east
chamber. “There's Uncle Hiram
Doty's old ‘bulifrog’ clock. Huas a

volee like & frog when It's getting
ready to strike.”

Mechanically he pulled out his watch
and consulted it, then glanced agaln
at the clock. He hesltated, then with-
out comment stepped forward and set
the clock half an hour shead. Aunt
Lettie smiled, but sald nothing,

“A little later, entering the kitchen,
he beheld the “sun” ticking merrily in
its accustomed place, Uncle Charles
compared it with his watch, Grand-
mother was out of the room. Stealthily
he opened the clock door and moved
the hands back twenty minutes,

Dinner had hardly begun when from
exst chamber and kitchen eame simul-
taneous wlheezing und banging of
bells,. The “sun” counted «ix and

stopped. The “bullfrog” did better
and made it thirleen. Grandmother

a little off.”

“Well, mercy sakea!
shall I tell the time now

“By them, of course, They're right
now."

“Yes, but they won't be to-morrow.
You see, Lettle” (this apologetically to
her daughter-in-law), *“they're all
clocks that just won't go right. |
know about how much each galns or
loses In a day, so when 1 hear one
strike I can tell about what time it
is, For Instance, this morning wlen
the big hall clock struck three, 1 knew
the hand sald quarter to elght. The
‘banjo’ Is an hour slower, so It sald
quarter to seven, and would strike ten
In fifteen minutes, When that struck
ten the ‘sun’ would say ten minutes
to six, and would be almost ready to
strike twelve, The ‘sun’ Ia fifty min-
utes shead of the ‘bullfrog,' which
sald quarter to five, and in twenty
minutes would strike three, and that
= twenty-five minutes behlnd Barah
Pettit's alarm-clock with the brass
works that she set by the town clock
lnst week, and lsn't more than five
minutes out; so It was anhout quarter
after five and time to get up.”

g8he looked at Uncle Charles re-
proachfully. “I do declare, Charles,"
she mald, “you've gone and mixed me
up so now I d'now’s I ever shall get
it figured out again."—Youth's Cowm-
panfon,

CURIOUS BNUFF BOXES.

They Were Made in Many Cases to
Suit Fancies of Users.

In the days when a snuff box was
considered a necessary attribute to the
perquisites of a beau—or a belle, for
that matter—much Ingenuity was
brought to bear upon the manufacture
of these dainty trifles,

The results were often very novel,

How ever

historical ship—the hull of the Royal
George was turned to thls purpose
more than ance.

Soldlers bad battle scenes In minla-
ture upon their boxes, and these were
often executed with the flnest work-
manship and great attentlon was given
to detall.

The Beotch, always great anuff tak-
ers, were very fond of manufacturing
thelr snuff boxes from a crumpled
horn. The end of the horn was hol-
lowed out to hold the anuff and a little
mallet was attached by which to tap
the snuff from the sldes If it adhered.
Bometimes a brush was added to flick
away particles from the nose. The
ordinary Scotchman had a plain mull
snuff box, but those belonging to the
lalrds were often embonsed with sllver
mountings and preclous stones, making
them valuable as well as pieturesque,

Oune of the most popular and well
known snuff boxes was that given to
Napoleon by Pope Plus VI. When Na-
poleon dled he Jeft the box as a keep-
sake to Lady Holland, who had bheen
very kind to him during his $mprison-
ment on 8t, Helena, Lord Carlisle, who
urged the lady to refect the gift, sug-
gested that every tlme the box was
opened horror and murder would leap
out. The box was bequeathed by Lady
Holland at bher death to the museum.—
London Dally Mail.

No lncrease in the Laundry BilL

Housekeeper—Half the things you
wash are torn to pleces,

Washerwoman—Yes, muom; but
when a thing I8 torn in two or more
pleces, mum, I count them as only one
plece, mum.—New York Weekly.

Was there ever a boy who dldn't
bave to carry somebody's dinner down
town?

JUDICIAL DECISIONS

A withdrawal of an action for di-
voree, brought by a wife, Is held, In
Oppenhelmer va Collina (Wis), 60 L.
K. A 400 not to he sunfMclent to sup.
port A conveyunce by the husband to
the wife of his Interest In his father's
estiule us agalost the clalms of his ered.
itors.

An occupler of land who undertakos
to burn rubbish thereon s beld, In
Paollno va. MeKendall (It L), 0 L. R.
A, 100, 1o be under no obligation te
guard childeen of tender yoars, who
are in the babit of resorting there to
play, from Injury by approaching the
re.

Physical Injury or disease resulting
from fright or wervous shock caused
by negligent acts, where such result
might with reasonable certalnly have
beoen antivipated or the negligence wan
gross, Ix hebd, In Watklus ve. Kaolin
Manufacturing Company (N, €, 0 L.
R. A 617, to give a right of acton for
dnmnges,

A lieenise to sell Intoxieating Hguors
I held, In Wallaee va, Rens (Nev), (L
L. KA W confer no vested right up
o the Heensee, aml o e revocabile
hefore the expiration of the time for
which it has bevn grantad, by aet of
the Legislature, of by muandeipal’ om
eors wcting under statutory authority
with or without notlee o the Heensse

An attempt to boand o traln of ears
running at elght or ten wiles su hour
by a young, stroug and activé mnn,
with experience as n “traveling man™
fn boarding and alighting from moving
carn, Is held, In Small vs, Truvelers'
Protective Asso. (Ua, B3 Lo 1L A 510,
to be an exposure o “olivious risk of
Injury” within the menning of an acel
dent Insurance polley,

A mortgnge executed In the name of
A third person on chuttels not yet ac
quired by the mortgngor, which does
ol purport te cover after-acguired
property, Is held, In New Englaml Na
tional Bank vs, Northwestern National
Bank (Mo), 00 L. K. A 204, not tlo
bind such property as ngalnst & mort-
gage to another person executed by the
mortgager In his own name after the
property has come Into s possession,

A foreman of a bridge construction
gang |a held, In Bouthern Indiana Rall
way Company vs. Harrell (lud), 6%
I. R. A, 400, not to represent the mas
ter In directing, at a thme when o traln
Is passing, the ralsing by a dervlek, s
constructed as to swing townrd ihe
track, of a stone to be placed o n
pler of a rallroad bridge, the effect of
which Is that the stone swings agnlnst
the traln and s forced agalnst an em
ploye, to his Injury.

Freoting In or bheslde a highway na
crane for delivering mall to passing
tralns, which, when the mall bag Is
strung upon It, s caleulated to frighten
horses or ordinary gentleness, s held,
In Cleghorn ve. Western Rallway of
Alabamna (Aln), 00 L, R. A, 200, to b
negligence which will pender the rall-
road company Hable to one who s In
jured by the frightening of his horse
thereby, although the bag Is actually
placed In position by government em-
ployes.

DANCING DOOMED IN LONDON.

Man's Intereat in the Hall Koom Sald
to He Declining.

The matrons of Belgravia and May-
falr are said to be deeply concerned
at the decline of interest In danclng
miong young men, It I8 even rumored
that they are driven to the dire neces
slty of engnglng professional dancers,
presentable men from “Blankney's" or
some other unlversal provider, who
will belp at a ball and go meekly
bome with the hired plants In the
morning.

The war In South Africa undoubted-
ly lad to a decline In the graeeful art,
for the men were away fghting and
the women stayed at home to think
and weep. It Is not Inconcelvable that
with the return of peace men who
had been wecustomed to an  active,
stirring life on the “Himitable veldt™
were dsincllned for the easy dalllanece
of the ballroom. That ls the sugges-
tlon, but Is Is discountenancsd by
such an experlenced teacher of dan-
cing as Miss Vincent, of Bt James
street,

“Nonsense!" she sald, emphatieally;
“Quncing 18 not on the decline among
the people of Belgravia and Mayfalr.
1 don't know what it may be In the
counties, but I understand that n cons
slderable number of house partles are
belng given, nnd dancing I8 Just as
fashionable as ever. High-clnss ball-
room dancing among soclety people is
certainly not doomel"”

Another proof Is that ladies, In In-
creasing numbers, are seeklng  to
qualify as teachers of dancing, If the
dismal prophecles of decadence were
Justified thelr occupation would be
gone, instead of which it 1s a fourish-
ing and profitable profession, There
is, therefore, no foundation for the
gtatement that West BEnd hostessos,
especially those with marriageable
daughters, are lnmenting the dearth of
those opportunlties for effecting mat-
rimonlal alllaneces which a ballroom nf-
fords; Nelther the aftermath of the
war nor the eraze for nmateor theatri-
eals has affected the passlon for dan-
eing.—London Chronicle,

Better Than Medicine,

“pid you tell my wife that I had
made my will and left sll my property
to her?" asked the slck man,

“T did,” replied the lnwyer,

“What did she say 7" querled the in-
valld,

YO answered his legal adviser,
“ghe glanced In the mirror nnd asked
iIf I thought she would look well In
blnck,"

And that Is why the undertaker lost

o Job,
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