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Topies of
; the Times

Contraband of war is stulf shipped
by & nation with a small navy.

If & man s bard on his children he
o usually an easy mark for his grand-
ahildren,

[ — - -1
..x-ihi- 400, ;!nu-n-omn
%o crow over.

A German sclentist has discovered
that the bite of the rattlesnake will
knock out leproay. 8o will a gun.

X L\ Rmtan—. |
Russia has placed an order for
200,000 tons of coal, 0 we know where
President Baar's sympathies will be
bereafter,

The gatherings of the believers in
universal peace are the finest things In
the world; splendid optimism under
difficulties,

The feathers on a hen were counted
the other day, There were 8120 of
them. Bcore another triumph Lo the
great onwanrd march of human knowi-
edge.

In three months the railroads of the
United Btates bave kiled nearly 1,000
persons. Travellng is becoming al
mos as dangerous as celebrating the
Fourth,

The wstatement telegraphed from
Newport that Harry Lebhr is suffering
from brain fag !s pussling. It ls easy
to understand where the fag came

be tempted to jerk him bald headed,
but she seldom does it

A Chicago firm will install g tele-
phone system {n St Petersburg. It is
to be hoped that some scheme may be
to prevent the crossing of
A collision on the wire be-
Peter Januskevicz and Fred
ocki would be too horrible to
contemplate, '

fiil

new wisdom. Mr, Thomas A. Edison
has done the trick rather cleverly in
making an American version of an oid
saying, “All things,” he observes,
“come to those who hustle while they

wait" _ .

~ —_—
* That wheat 18 taking the place of
Fice a8 the prinéipal article of food in
Japan and China Is a conclusion ar-
rived at by consultation of statisties,
and the reason is to be found in the
development of wheat flelds hitherto
left to the growth of grass, as.in Can-
ada, Apstralia and Russia. The more
wheat Is raised the more will be used,
the larger yield keeping the .price
down, and as it is the finest gmain
grown it is bound to take the place of
all pthers. T O

Are balloon torpedoes. to be. the
péxt? If so, what preparation = bas
been made for destroying the balloon
torpedo? The submarine destroyer and
now the aerial ship pouring nitrogiye-
erin and other explosives into a fort
or city! But, of course, matters can-
not remaln at this stage of the game.
Inventive mankind must again “get
even" somehow and destroy the de-
stroyers. For war has come to be
merely the power to destroy armies,
navies, cities, nations. How beautiful
is this science of extinction!

Grandmother's garden was gay with
peonies, which ghe called “pinles:” but
younger folk thought the big, sprawl-
ing bloseoms vulgar, and got them out
of sight whenever they could. Grand-
ma has her revenge now, for the peony
—which 1s even larger than it used to
be, and aspires to have a perfume—
has become a fashlonable flower, and
figures instead of the rose at “pink
weddings.” There were other blooms
which the old lady cherished that de-
serve-to take a turn at popularity.
Blessed be the fashlon that shall re-
vive her herb garden also! That did
not always pretend to beauty, but it
was grateful and comforting, and con-
temporaries who disdained it and went
farther—to the apothecary's, for In-
stance—frequently fared worse.

It must heve taken considerable
courage In Andrew Carpegle to post
his antl-tipping placards In Bkibo Cas-
tle, for tipping in Great Britain is on
as stable a foundation as monarchy
and Is as little likely to be overturned
by the example of one man. If Mr.
Carnegie conid really abolish tipping
or start a reformation which would ul-
timately abolish it he would easily be
the most soining eharacter of the twen.
tieth century, but he cannot do it
There are ceriain evils that have come
to stay and certain problems that can
never be solved. Amorg these s the
tipping practice, When every library
that Mr. Carnegle has fouhded is for-
gotten and when every ldea contained
in all the books in these libraries has
become obsolete the servants In Beot-
land will stlll Be demanding' and re-
eeiving tips.

—_—
Did you ever hear of John Henry
Brodribb? Few persons have. You

know him as Sir Heury Irving, the |

greatest living actor, There s com-
fort and hope for struggling young
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pression. He studied constantly and
spouted In his room before a mirror,
He drenched himself in Shakespeare.
And be would take any part, however
low, In the cast to get & ¢hance on the
stage. Finally Dion Boucleault discov-
ered the genius that was in him and
the rest was easy. The story la tha
‘story—wlith variations—of every man
who has got on In the world. Men

make themselvea great by peniotence.]

In recent years, as most personus
know, there has been a great Increase
in the size of clasees gradusted from
the higher institutions of learning.
This is true both of the colleges and
of the profeasional and technical
schools, and the newspapers have
found the fact a fruitful tople for dis-
cussion. How long can the country
stand 1t? they ask. How long can
these large numbers of college gradu-
ates continue to be “absorbed " The

val of the curious old notion that col-
lege graduates are different from ether
young men; that paths which are open
to ordinary youths are closed to them,
and that the struggie for success must
be Increased by the increase in num-
bers. The fallacy lies in the survival
of the old view of the purposs of &
coliege course. Preparation for law,
medicine or the miniatry, or perhaps

ever the young man chooses to under-
take, whether it be farming, business,
ship-designing or one of the so-called
learned professions. In a sense .uis
has always been the view of educa-
tors, but K has seemed not to be the
view of the people at large. It is re-
ally the gradustes themselves who
bave brought about the change. Thelr
readiness to enter new callings has put
the matter of education In a troer Mght
and robbed the newspaper comments
and jokes of much of thelr signifi-

| cance. Tha college graduate of to-day

Is most often merely a young man
ready to go to work and looking for a
chance; a young fellow with a health-
fer body and a Dbeiter-tralned mind
than some of his fellows, but other-
wise not different from them. There
Is no' Hmit to the country's capacity
to “absorb” thls kind of wyouth, and
there pever will be any, Really, this
I8 the only kind that Is ever “ab-
sorbed."__

SBOAPSUDS AS A DRINK

[ Millions of Giesses of It Dispensed at

Boda Fountains.
A crowd of fashionably dressed

men, women and chlidren, four or five!

deep, stood before the elaborate bar
of a soda fountaln In one of New
York's finest drug stores on a hot day,
walting lmpatiently for the dlspensers
to serve them with foaming tumblers
of ice créam soda. A physlelan who
had just entered the store remarked
to a ‘reporter for the Commercial:
“Just look at those foolish people

drinking soapsuds. You smile! You'

don't believe it. Well, that's just
what It ls—soapsuds—merely sweet-
ened, carbonated soapsuds.

Of course everybody has noticed the
resemblance of soda water foam to
soapsuds, but the general Impression
Is that the foam I8 produced entirely
by the actlon of the carboniec acld gas
with which the water s charged. Ac-
cording to the word of this reputable
physician, the popular bellef is erron-
eous.,

“Customers want the foam, because
it looks nice and they imagine It adds
plquancy to the flavor and makes the
drink more effectual in quenching the
thirst,” he resumed "Of course, the
addition of foam Increases the profita
of the seller of the drink. In order to
Increase the amount of foam some
druggists use a formula composed of
four ounces each of quillaja, alcohol,
and glycerine, and elght ounces of
water. This Is made into & tineture,
and from two to five drams of It'ls
added to n gallon of syrup. The qull-
laja and giycerine form a soap which
Is dlluted by the water and aleohol,

“The two active principles of soap |

bark, quillaiac acid and sapotoxin, are
violent local Irritants, and in sufficlent
quantity are poisons. Some soda dis-
pensers will not use soap bark on
this account, but others say that there
is no danger in Its use because such
an Infiniteslmal amount finds its way
into a glass of soda that it 18 harmiess.
Btill the fact remalns that the foam
on soda water dispensed Im many of
the drug stores throughout the United
Btates Is composed largely of soapsuds.
~—New York Commerelal.

His Information.
Bhe—He has flve marriageable
daughters, has he not?
He—Well, I know he has five hug-
gable daughters.—Yonkers Statesman,

His wife's tight shoes have caused

many a mento regret having given up
Eingle blessedness,
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Couatry and City.

PAPER published near the southern boundary
of Missouri speaks of the great advantages to
skfwielrs of the teieploie where It bas been In-
: The lmprovement, it # remdrked,
“places city and country In lmmediate com-
thon, rendering unsecessary four-fftha
4o (rips that have beed made on country roads”™ High.
'I\nn mAy be muddy and weatber stormy, but the warld
can be rung up according to the necessities of the mo-
'ment, facliitating business and soelal life, and saving an
Immense amount of time and effort. A marked f{endency
(of the age Is to bring the country into closer touch with
(the centers of population. Electrle roads are multiplylng
Ilnd make thelr way Into nelghborlicods that could not
hope for steam lnes, Rural free delivery of the malls la
moving onward with great strides. Over 20,000 routes are
|in operation. Missour] alone has 1,200, Farmers get thelr
letters and the dally newspapers delivered almost at thelr
|doors,  Each day's events reach the country promptly, and
|the ald rural lsolatlon Is disappearing. Means of ready
travel grow better and keep on extending, and the good
' roads organizations galn consta ntly in sctive support.

| Within a dozen years electric transit In the clties has
more than doubled the area sultable for town residences
Cities themselves are spreading farther Into the country,
jof which suburban sections are a pleasing modification.
| Labor on the farm has been rendered easler by ingenious
machinery. All whose memories stretch back to ploneer
days can boar witness to the enormous advanee toward
bringlng country and clty closer together. Progress in
that respect proceeds at an accelerated pace. Golng to
the city or taking a run Into the country is a common-
place Incident. How far the space between will eventually
be annibliated ls beyond the range of conjecture, but the
old lines of separation are disappearing In 8o many ways
that the future relations of country and oty are full of
hopeful Interest. .

There is a reflex side to the drift of the population
fo the cities. Lave of country life is a natural and general
feeling. The merchant whe comes to the city as a youth
fo make bis fortune often returns to the country when he
retires, and dreams of doing It all through his business
carcer. He would hardiy be willing to admit the deep
tenderness of the memories of the old farm. All the re-
moteness of that quliet nook has passed away. Yon ecan

“rimg up” the farmer of to-day and find that be Is abreast
with the cusrent news and that he bas It In printed detalls,

thanks to the rural dellvery carrier.—St. Louls Globe-Dem-
ocrat

Leap Year Over Half Gone.

E do not wish to urge anyone to rash and pre-
clpitate action, but 1t 1s our duty to eall the
attentlon of young ladles, and, Indeed, of all
unmarried ladles, to the exceptional privileges
which Immemorfal custom allows them in the
quarternary period through which we are so
rapiuly passing. The number of weddings showa no In-
crease over ordinary years, and It is to be feared that the
feminme world has not realized bow little potentlal energy
there 18 In water which has passed the mill, The decay of
the pecullar customs of Leap Year Is strongly evidenced by
the almost complete lack of Jokes on the subject In the
newspapers, since It ls well known that topleal humor
lingers long after the vanlshing of its cause.

8o far from Leap Year sinking into noxlous desuetude,
it might be expected that its pecullar privileges would
be mofe widely used than ever before, now our young
women are becoming more adventurous and also much
harder to suit. The requirements for admisslon to mat.
rimony Imposed on the young men by the opposite sex have
risen as rapidly as the standard of scholarship In the uni-
versities, and a young man whose attalnments a few years
ago would have been considered sufficlent to quallfy him
for the position of master of a household would nowadays
bhave to be content with his” degree of bachelor,

Really, 1t Is not at all certain that women do not do
most of the proposing every year. Very little Ia known
about this mysterious though lmportant tople, ADYWAY.
|Eloh person’s experlences are llmited to n comparatively
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lfeir Instanices, and these are always regarded by both
parties as exceptlonal In nll respects, Novels are alto-.

OPINIONS OF GREAT PAPERS ON IMPORTANT SUBJECTS

-
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gether unrellable, and the government has not added ques
tioas conceérnlng the methods of matrimonlal megotiations
o the census queries, although many more personal and
leas lmpartant vital statistics are procured. 1t may eves
be doubted whether matrimonlal etgagements are neces
sarily or even Gommonly preceded by formal declarations
any more than are mllitary engagements.

However that may be, we do not recommend ow
maldens, no matter how desirous shey are, and should ba
to obtaln the beat mén for husbands, to adopt thé conven

tlonal form of proposal. Breaking the lce 1s & disagreeable |

procesa. It la better to thaw it And let no one absta

from such maldenly maneuvers as she can advaniageously
use for fear lest the man should, through gallantry, accepl
her unwillingly. It Is rare that a man i persusded intec
dolng anything he really doea not want to do; much mors
rare than women think. A man's affectlon for the oppo
site sex 18 in the beginning general and difuse. A mar
Is naturally so altrulste that he normally loves all women
and on which one of them he ultimately focuses the full
force of his affection depends on elrenwstances—and oun the
woman—New York ludependent.

————

fraud Orders.

HEN a business concern In the United States
begine suddenly to recelve a large number ol
letters dally, It may be sure that, although ne
ripple has disturbed the surface, & quiet in
vestigation ls golng on, and If there s any-
jJthing dishonest about the business a notice will

800L Appear from the postmaster, to the effect
that the Department at Washington has ordered the reten:
tion of all letters addressed to that man or company,

The dlabonesty which in beld to justify the lasulng of a |

frand order may not be a mere barefaced attempt to wtea)
—an effort to get something for nothing. The ebarging
of an excesalve profit, or misleading advertising, has called
forth such an order. A recent case In polot is that of a
company which advertised to furnish seed for an agricul.
tural product and to buy the product at market prices
The order againet the company wan issued because It wua
learned that it sold In small quantities, for a total of B600,
seed which It bought In bulk for §3; and because It repre
sented the product as easy to ralse, when, In fact, it ls
difficult,

This fearless attitude and action of the Government Ia
of the greateat pomsible benefit to the country at large In
two ways. It checks, indeed It atops absolutely, one kind
of fraud, and It protects Innocent persons from loss through
that fraud. The thing on which stress sheuld be lald Is the
avallabllity of this strong arm of protection. “

There Is always a large number of fraudulent schemea
afloat, dependent upon the publicity which they get through
advertlsing. When one's attention Is attracted by auch an
advertisement, he has only to call the attention of his
poatmuster to It, and to ask him to notify the Department
at Washington, To do this In every susplclous camse 18 a
duty which every honest man owes to his nelghbor as well
as to himself.—Youth's Companion,

Japanese laveativeness.

) T bas long been supposed that the espacity
h for Initiation Is the characteristic of Western
HJ ﬂ nations alone. According to some leading an-
o thropologists, as gne goes from West to East
L._hf";'\ he finds this capacity disappearing and the ca-
Jol/ols pacity for Imitation taking its place. The Chl
nesé and Japanese are Imitators, not Inventors.

But the present war between the Russlans and the Jap-
anese ls rapidly proving the ldea to be mere assumption.
It Is the Eastern rather than the Western people which, in
this contest, are exhibiting the capaclty for Inltiation and
Invention, Thelr strategy I8 almost faultless, and It s
thelr own. Thelr artilllery Is astonlshingly destructive,
and, In some of Its most deadly Teatures, 18 the prodact of
Japanese Invention. Thelr naval tactles have been so un
expected and successful as to promlse a revolution In the
future methods of naval warfare. When peace comes and
the Japanese carry thelr genlus Into the Industrial world,
they will demonstrate perlinps In & more telllng way that
the ecapacity for Initlation dees not diminish as one travels
toward the rising Sun—QChurch Standard.
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i “AND YE VISITED ME.” i

Nl dededodedebeobdd e deidedb by

“Your letter brought tears to my
eyes,” wrote the invalld to her friend
of former years, as she lay in bed and
puinfully used her lead pencil. “I have
been out of sight so long. You can
never know how good It seems to be
looked up and visited.”

Julla Graham—that was what every
one called ber who remembered her—
had married and gone West. “Mrs.
George Willlam Osgood” was the name
on her visiting card. But she returned
for "Old Home Week” after an al-
sence of nine years, and the return was
far from bLeing an unmixed pleasure,
A pleasure it was, In many ways great-
er than she expected; but the changes
were many, and some of them sad.
No one can revisit the scenes of eclild-
Lood or youth, or any locallly where he
has spent much of his life, without
this mixed experience—the joy of re-
newing acquaintances which were
pleasant, and the sadness of fnding
those whom he loved less prosperous
or less strong or happy. Bo It was
with Miss Graham. The “week” was
only a week for her, and it was a full
one. There were relatives to visit, old
friendships to be renewed, and din-
ners to be eaten. But the thing whalch
Julla Graham did that endeared her
to some old friends was the looking

slan soldiers.

" A RUSSIAN HEROINE.

MRS, E. W. VORONOBA,

Mrs. B. W. Voronoba, wife of the commandant of the maritimeé province
dragoons, has organized at her own expense a transport system for the
wounded. Bhe bhas also joined the Sisters of Mercy during the war. She has
even mignified her willingness to go to the front and serve in the Red Oross
ranks, Her purse 1s plways open to any demand having for ita object the
promotion of deeds of mercy In connecton with carlng for wounded Rus-

-

up of those whom she had known in

had learned that this old friend lived Most pathetic of

:-::m

other days who were unable, or timid- | Julla went to her in her poverty and | so many things I wanted to do, I'm
ly disinclined, to look her up. The | sorrow, and her visit was like & ray of | afraid I aid it Just because it was my
letter wag from one of these, Julin | sunshine to her old friend.

duty. But I received a greatar bless:
all was her looking | Ing than I gave.”

N
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In his “Frontler Eketches,™ James
Btoele, writing of the days wheu the
buffalo still roamed the plains, tells
©of & pathetie Incldent of which he was
the witness. Mr, Sivele, resting on
@ little hill at mo great distance from
& feeding herd, noticed & searred and
shaggy old buffalo, which wstood on
the outskirts of the group.

He was & big old tellow, the hero
of many a fight, but It was evident
that now he had been defeated v
battle and that his rule was ended,
Reluctant to accept the fact, he hung
about his former subjects, prétendiug
to eal. The herd was busy cropplug
the grasa with a continual rasping

in another town, and was bedridden.
It cost her. & whole day to go to her,
but she came back saylng over to hep-
self the words which ber friend had
sald, “I know mow why our Lord
blessed those to whom He sald, 'I was
slek, and yé visited me! ™

There was another old friend, a
schoolmate, who had martrled a drunk-
ard, and who dld not appear at any
of the festivities of the week,
shouldn't call on her; she might be

“sensitive,” sald Julla's cousln, But

e P ——

up an old man,_ feeble now and obliv-
fous of moaet that had happened recent-
ly, but with a mind that came back
when recalled by suggestions of former
years, and whose life was brightened
for many a day afterward by his mem-
orles of the visit of “little Julla Gra-
h.m.'l

“The pleasantest things about Old
Home Week,” sald Julla to her hus-
band, ‘*were those which I was most

| reluctant to undertake. It cost me a

real struggle to do it, and thers were

The experlenceof one woman may be
A suggestion to other people, returning
for Old Home Week, Theirs, too, may
be the blessing of Him who sald, “In.
nsmuoch as ye haye done It unto one
of the least of these, ye have done It
unto me."—Youth's Companion,

When a woman puts on a black sily
dress <she hasn't worn in  months,
somehow it doesn't create the sensation
she.expected; it is full of creases, and
doesn't hang right.

sound, and utterly ignoring the pres-
ence of thelr former king.

|| Presenitly a young calfl came out
toward the solltary grager; &4 minla
| ture and foolish allp of & bulfalo, with
{his lttle blnck nose all  wet  and
wrinkled, Curlosity nod Inexperience
had moved bim to come to bls futher,
and the two touched noses amleably,
As If encouraged, the veteran edyged
a little nearer the herd. Then'n strong
young bull made a sudden approach,
|RIVINE utterance (o certaln ominows
|groans and snortings. The solltary
|one stopped chewlng and the aning-
l onlsts faced.

The old boy stralghtened out his
‘whisp of a tall to a Hue with hs vack,
| guthered his four black hoofs together,
|arched his spine and stood shuking his
huge front. He was old and lume,
but he never faltered. The young bull
came on slowly, twisting bis tail In
circles as grand as that sadall organ
could compass. His eyes rolled In
redness and his nostrils were distend-
ed. Whack! 'The two cur'y forebeads
came together., There waus a long,
stralning push In which every tendon
seemed atretched to the utmoat. The
vigorous thrust was followed by an
easing off for another collislon,

SBuch dead set of strength counld not
last long. The old ecrusader's foot
slipped. There was a sudden lunge, a
spring forward, and the horn of the
young bull raked upward through his
gntagonist's fAank. Again and again
| the buffalo tried to make his old ward
|of bead to bead, but In wvaln. With
[the agony of defeat In his eyos und
the blood flowing from bis wounds, he
still refused to be conquered, Floally,
with falllng strength, openmouthed,
with hanging tougue and pitifully
panting, he stpod motlonless, unable
to fight, unwllling to retreat.  The
others came about him and added thele
scornful snorts and digs to Wis hiumnll
iation. There he stood, whipped and
sullen, but still obatinate.

Theotherbuffaloes gradually dropped
away, leaving blwm™ once more slone.
Then the little ealf pounced up with
arched back and elevated tall, and
gave his venerabls parent to under
stand In plain terma that be held him-
self In rendiness to give him a ftre-
mendous drubblng. 1t wan exasper
ating to see this young milksop linl
tate It senlors. The poor old vetaran
did not wo mueh as look at him,

Then his caltship poked his foollsh
{head with a  conslderable thanp
ia‘llnnt the old one's nose, HBut It
{hurt him and he ambled off te his
[ mother. The old buffulo seemed pot
| to potice his babyish persecutor, hut 1
[nu-pnt it breke his heart. He turn-
Hmped

led sorrowfully, and slowly
away.

Took the First Tow,

The late John H, Hamline, of Chl-
cago, was one of the foremost advo-
|cum of clvil seryiee reform In that
eity, says the Outlook, and wus In.
strumental In securing the passage of
the Inw that established the merlt sys-
tem there. Although the mayor who
appointeéd the fArst elvll serviee eom-
misslon was notorlongly hostlie to the
measure, and planued to render 1t uge-
leas, Mr. Hamline did not hesltate to
accept 8 place on it

“How can you compromise with the
opposition,” he was asked, "by getling
on a commission ke that, which will
have no power?"

“When | am golng anywhere," he
replied, "I do not walt for a etar. I
hiteh my cart to anything which hap-
pens to be golng my way."

It 18 worthy of note that having
ellmbed aboard his eart he managed,
to the mayor's amazement, to keep It
atralght In the path of munlelpal re-
form, and made the law effective,
despite all opposition,

Misa Gentry's Curions Hat.

Miss Gentry has In her collection a
Indleg' hat which ls strietly an agrls
cultural product. The body of the hat
{a vegetable cream Ince; the trimming
Is flowers made of grass rope and corn
husks, partl-colored, and ribbons of
cotton batting, ndtural color, the
whole ornamented with peacock feath-
érs, The gourd takes n beautiful fin-
Ish, and Miss Gentry has varnlshed
and ornamented her collection so as to
make It exceedingly attractive as well
as Instructive. She has a banjo made
out of a gourd and covered with buck-
skin, and on a large sugar gourd Is a
bar of music of the old negro reel,
“Sugar In de Gourd” One who lg
familfar with' the old-time negro
would associate with it “Rabbit In de
Pea Patch,” and the old-time cotton
picking and corn shucking and the
dance at night In the cabln on the
puncheon floor, or the summer tlme
negro dances In the moonlight on the
lawn,

It 18 unfortunate that this faith a
woman has In a worthless huaband
can't be cashed at n grocery store,

It you eat corn on the cob, don't age
| gravate your offense by mixing a muse
tache up in It




