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Topics of
the Times

Food for thought is to be found in
empty cupboards

as she does to herself.

It is easler to touch the average
man's bheart than it is to touch his
pocket book.

When a girl stops trying to make a
young man jealous he may as well pull
out of the gawe.

The Russlan people are said to be
very fond of the czar and rarely ever
try to wreck his train when the track
is well guarded.

Less than half of the Russian popu- |

lation cam read and write. But think
of the technical dificulties to be over
come In leaming Russian.

The Princess of Wales could earn
her living as a stenographer If neces-
sary. All stenogs are princesses, but
all princesses are not stenogs.

Why s it that every successful test
of a fiylng machine ends with some
disablement of the machinery that
prevents further experimenting? *

It Is thought that the title of the
Panama route has been transferred In
& manner that will give the lawyers of
the future very little encouragement

The savage Filipinos at Bt. Louls
Jook upon the bright new $£10 bllls as
ornaments. The savages are not alone
in the possession of that kind of artis-
tic taste,

The latest fad among Yale students
is going barefooted through the streets
of New Haven, It is supposed to have
been started by some young gentleman
whose father could not be reached by
telegraph,

“Some day,” an Ohilo editor remarks,
“Congress will acquire the courage to
take a humbug by the neck.,” That's
truoe as shootin’; but it will still make
a difference whose humbug it is that
invites strangling.

The Spinsters’ Club of Philadelphia,
organizged for the purpose of abolish-
fng men and marriage, should have
begun operations by wiping out mice.
From this they might have worked up
to the point of tackling man,

Wire rope has been considered a
modern Invention, but recent excava-
tion at Pompeii has unearthed a plece
of wire rope an inch in diameter and
about fifteen feet long. The rope s
made of strands, each contalning fif-
teen wires twisted together, and the
strands are twisted upon one another
exactly as in modern cordage.
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SBome one has pointed out In a “so-
clety column" that the woman of to-
day mneeds, to dress properly, three
times as much money as her grand-
mother, who in 1850 dressed well on
$200 a year. This leaves out of con-
slderation the great majority of neatly
and prettily dressed women — our
wives, sisters and mothers, who have
but a few dollars to spend for clothes.
They make their own garments, and
with skillful fingers and good taste
supply for themselves that for which
dressmakers would charge many hun-
dred dollars.

The Michigan physician who puts
the snnual money loss to the United
Btates from typhold fever at £50,000,.-
000 1s far from setting forth the full
truth. He reaches his estimate by
assuming $1,000 as the average value
of the lives sacrificed and he omits all
account of the money spent In the care
of non-fatal cases. The real value of
the lives lost—so far as such value ean
be expressed in money—might proper-
ly be rated at $5,000, and at least $100
on the avernge must be spent on vie-
tims who recover. On this caleunlation,
assuming that the Michigan physician
is correct in his number of cases, the
annoal loss to the country from ty-
pheoid is nearly $£300,000,000,

A woman in New Jersey has been
convicted—on her own admissions,
among other things—of having killed
another woman of whom she was jeal.
ous by sticking a knife into her seven-
teen times, The conviction was fol-
lowed in due and regular course by
sentence to death on the gallows, but
the execution of the sentence has been
delayed and thé chances are that the
murderess will never be hanged. The
only reason for lenlency, so far as we
have heard, 18 that the murderess is
not a murderer. In a country where
women had only their rights, of course,
there would be no hesitation, but here
some of women's rights are withheld,
very cruelly. it is asserted, and in com-
pensation privileges are accorded to
them. One of the privileges is the al-
most certain avoldance of eapital pun-
ishment, however horrible may be the
crimes they commit. Whether there
is compensation in this or not is for
the woman to say.

There are gome Indications that the
good old charivari—or “shiveree"”—ot
the fathers I8 going out of use. Now
and then you hear of mobs assembling
during the night and making pande-
monium for the newly married, but
as a rule this relic of early barbarism
and frontler humor is consldered passe,
One modified form of the charivarl
that seems to be growing in popularity

and that bas points of respectability
that the “shiverve” lacks ix the bur
lesque serenade. This occurs early In
the evening. the midnight hour belng
left for repose. All kinds of Instru-
ments are permitted in this band, and
faciiity in tone production Is all that

Is necessary to the performer. Nulling |

ribbons and shoes to the baggage s
no longer au falt, nor is It absolntely
necossary to waste 4 ha!f bar ! of
rice on the depot fioor. To tip over the
house, knock the steeple off the church
enil pry up a mil so as to wreck the
train are no longer pmeticed.  The
burleaque serenade is really not 8o bad,

and It serves to show the appreciation |

in which the bridegroom is held by his
{ellows,

“It never mins but It pours” and
the action of the Preshyterian General
Assembly, forbidding the remarringe
of diverced persons by Preshyterian
ministers séems to have been re-echoed
wil around the horizon The Baptist
Home Misslon Soclety has adopted
resolutions condemning nll divorces ex
cept for the scriptural canse and all
remarringe of divorced persons excep
the Innocent parties to scriptural di-
vorces, The committee of the Metno-
dist General Conference to which the
matter was referred bas discussed and
refected all grounds for divoree except
the scriptural ground. Rishop MceLaren
in his opening address to the Illinois
Diocesan Convention made a feeling
allusion to the divorce evil, and the
subject forced Itself In a meeting of
the peace and arbitration committes of
the W. C. T. U, with the same sffect.
The most noteworthy action of all,
however, was taken by the Federation
of Women's Clubs. The by-laws of
this organization make all of the wom-
en who have served two years as pres-
fdent honary presidents,
penad that one of these honorary
presidents was recently married to a
man who had been divoreed only two

weeks before, In order to express i3 |
disapproval of her course the federa- |

tlon changed the by-law and made ull
who had served ag presidents merely
“oligible” as honorary presidents, the
jutention belng to elect all of them ex-
cept this obnoxions woman, From
these almost simultaneous Incldents it
appears that the church and soclety,
the two agencles that have more pow-
et to purify the marital relation than
the law itself, are now fairly awake
to the necessity of declaring them-
selves In the most unmistakable terms
and of exerting all the disciplinary
power they possess over their own
members to extirpate the soclal cancer
of the present day. In both of these
movements It will be observed woman
is the mainspring, for the church is
almost 18 much &8 woman's institution
as the woman's clubs, and who should
originate this reactlon If woman
should not? Woman Is the almost in-
variable vietim of divorce, and néver
more 80 than when she Is bribed or
abused into seeking a divorce, Womun,
home and childhood are what s
crushed in the modern divorce mill,
and it I8 no wonder that woman’s
volee should be first lifted for deliver-
ance. Is all this parliamentary activity
mere “sound and fury, signifying noth-
ing," or Is it to bear fruit in a deter-
mined onslaught on the evil? If any-
thing Is to be accomplished it will be
through these religious and soclal or
ganizations, That they are almost om-
nipotent in this fleld is unquestionable.

EXCITING BUFFALO HUNT.

The Animal Drags a Yawl Across the |

Prairie,

A yawlful of men wrecked by a buf-
falo s among the exciting reminis-
cences told by the author of “Steam-
boat Navigation on the Missouri Riv-
er," according to a story in the Phila-
deiphla Ledger. The fare provided for
the crews In eurly days was extremely
plain and seanty. One of the boafs
commanded by a Capt. La Barge was
going through the buffalo country wiw
only a poor supply of salt pork and dry
bread. Every eye was alert for o meal
of fresh meat, If such should appear on
four feet anywhere In the vicinity. At
last, near Handy's Post, four huge
bulls were sighted, swimming the riv-
er. ' Capt. La Barge's first mate was a
greenhorn, named John Durack, and
the eaptain thought this a fine oppor-
tunity to break him In to some of the
experiences of the wild and woolly
west. He gave orders to the men on
the boat to shoot the buffaloes and he
and John would lasso them when
elther wounded or dead and tow them
back to the hungry crew. But Jobn,
It seems, did not quite understand the
program. About midstream he sud-
denly flung the noose over the head of
the foremost buffalo, which was nat-
urally the strongest of the swimming
quartet. Capt. La Barge's shout of dis-
may came too late,

“Isn't he ax good as any?' ealled
back the Innocent first mate, tugging
hand over hand at the rope,

The buffalo “right about faced” and
swam llke mad for the farther shore,
the yawlful of men helplessly in tow.
The rowers batked their oars, protest-
ing volently to the obdurate John In
the bow, but all to no purpose. Soon
the buffalo's feet touch the bottom
and up the bank he scrambled, carry-
ing with him the stem of the yawl as
it struck the rocky shore. Terrifled
and furlous, the buffalo, lasso, boat,
bow and all, went careening out of
gight across the prairie, and the sorry
yawl crew had to walt, hungry, angry
and disappointed on the further bank
until another créw came to take them
down the river beyond the warning bel-
lows of the escaped: buffalo,

A girl trles to judge the quality of
a man’s love by the stone in the en-
gagement ring.

Ifa tﬂEd pulls his watch on your
funny stery cut it short.
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Opinions of Great Papers on Important Subjects.

Women as Wage Larners.

T bas never been determined to the matisfac
thon of the men workers that it 1s a god or a
falr thing for the women workers to compety
with them In the open labor market.  The men
onteml that the women, hy accepting a lower
wuge, decrease the avernge wage pald to gi
The unmarried women who have no ong
work for them malntain that the woman who has a hus
band for bher bread-winner s an uafair cowpetitor.  Then,
again, there are those, generally okl-fashionsd folk that
have, llke Webster's velerans, come down o us fran former
generations, who devoutly believe that the woman's sphere
of labor, as wife dnd mother, {8 In her own home, where
useful, helipful work for the workl may be found to en
gage much of heor time, energy and Intelligonee.  These
anclont people contend that the rearing aright of children,
the making of gosd men and noble women, is the very
best and the wost profituble work to which married won
en can put thelr hamds or minda,

Respecting the merits or demerits of any of these three
contentions we do not pretemd to decide, as we are past
' masters in neither political economy nor soclology. What
[we do know on the subject pretty thoroughly s that the
right kind of labor Is a good and beneficent thing for wom-
on as well as for men, and that day by day recognition of
| that fact I8 becoming more general. What elsa Is belng
pecognized is that the woman who works for & wage or
| salary Joses no dignity nor prestige, but rather gaina both
{by her willlngness and abllity either to work and support
| herself In womanly Independence or to assist in the sup-
port of her family who need her assistance.—Phlladelpbia
Ladger,

Saving Niagara.

OVERNOR ODELL'S veto has, for the time
belng, saved Niagara Falls from spolintion by
utilltarian  enterprise, e rightly conslders
that sentlment—a love for the grand and benu-
B tiful in nature—hns elalms upon the law-mak-
— ing power which cannot wisely be Ignored In
behalf of money-making propositions, It will
be easy to find elsawhere the power necessary to run the
machlnery of a population five or ten Llmes as great an
that of the United States to<day, HBut we cannot find an
other Niagara. Bo the New York statesman las the ap
proval of the natlon at large. whatever the disappointed
|Nlagara corporation and its tools In the State Leglsiature

may think of his veto,

But Governors and Leglslatures come and go, and If
Niagara is to flow on forever It |s not well that the fate of
the Falls should depend on the bargainings of lobbyists and
politicians. Neither should it depend on the chance that
there may never be a Governor of New York to whom
sentiment may be mere silllness, and Nlagara a mere waste
of water which sbould be set to turning mill-wheels. The
jurisdiction of New York State over a river which forms
part of an international boundary Is'subjéct to the treaty.
making power of the Federal Government. That govern-
ment, In conjunction with Canada, can make the destruction
of the cataract forever lmpossible through a treaty prohib-
Iting any further diversion of the waters of the river. As
both countries are now using the water In about equal quan.
titlea the prohibition would be falr to both, and would pre-
serve to Canada and New York the glorious central attrac-
tion about which each has created, at vast expense, a mag-
nificent riverside park.—St. Paul Pioneer Press,

while eking out an edueatlonal existence hy

teaching winters and “boarding round.” Under

these clreumstances none bhut the most hard-hearted educn-

tiopal antocrat would bave the temerity to seek-to baulsh

Cupld and to say that no female teacher could rise In love

and marry the man of her cholee without losing her posl:
tion in the public schools.

The New York Board of Eduestlon sought to banlsh

all marrled women from wicked Gotham's publle schools,
{and forthwith an inciplent revolution was started. A come-

G

Cupid in the School Houses.
ROM tme Immemorial the school house has
been a favorite resort for sly Cupld. Thou-
sands of charming young women have found
the school house the threshold of matrimony,
and countless young men have met their fate
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Iy young teacher named Kate 8. Murphy, who fell & vie
tm o Cupld's wiles, determinel to make a test cose in
belmlf of herself an wall as of her suffering sisters, amd she
brought action against the superintendent for the purpose
of preventing the enforcement of the hy<lnw providing that
“No woman principle, head of departunenat or member of
the teanching or supervising staff shall marry while in the
employ of the Roard of Kdueation,

The case was carrled to the Court of Appoals, where
A victory was won for the matrimonial liberty of the fe
mule teacher. Followlng this defeat the New York Hoand
of Buoation hasx pow amendid s by-laws by striking
out the clnse which permlts charges to be made against
a teacherbride, bhut 1t retpina the prohibitive feature, mere-
Iy to demonstrate its continusd bellef that female teachors
ought wot to wed and still retain thelr positions.

In the meanthine Kate 8 Muarphy has won a vietory
In behalf of her sex ln connection with the publle schools
which will unquestionably be appreclated by her teaching
sisters everywhere, and as & token of her good faith
she wili continue (o dwnch in gay Gotham even though she
bas fallen a vietim to clever Cupld. —Burlington Free Pross,

Brazil, Peru and Rubber,
NEN Brazll and Holivia entered Into a treaty
concerning the territory of Acre last fall, It
was thought that the long standing disputea
over the reglon had finally been brought to an

still to be reckomed with, A battie has been
fought between Peruvian and Brazillan troops
on the River Crandless, the result belng, according to Bra-
zillan reports, a complete rout of the Peruvians,

The Minlsters of both countries at Washington have
thought It important to bld for American sympathy by lssn-
Ing statements as to thelr respective clalms and rights,
Formally considerad, these statements have Hitde In tham
of Interest. They deal slmply with, yagug treaties and
vaguer boundaries In an mkuliuﬂr'ﬁu!y seltted reglon.

Actually the dispute has great lmportance to both coun-
tries, becanse the prige at stake I8 the contral of some of
the richest rubber forests In the world. Brazilian ¢om-
panies have begun to work the forests In the course of thelr
progress up the tributaries of the Amnzon, while Poruvian
companies have entered them sinee the denudation of the
forests In Mantana, which s recognlaed Peruvian territory.

It Is reported from Rlo Junelro that no war will resualt
from the frontier battle since both countries desire arbitra-
tlon, Brazll demands, however, that Peru withdraw all
her troops from the disputed country before arbitrntion be-
gins, while Peru Inslsts that the presence of her troops Is
not o the slightest degree derogntory of “good faun and
fraternal sentiment,” Certalnly If the desire for arbltration
I8 genuine a provislonal arrangement should be easy to
make.—Chicugo Record-Herald

Industrial Changes in China.
LAOW as ls'the progress of civilization In China,
compared with Japan, which, In a period cov-
ered by the memory of men now living, bad
sprung from a condition as barbarous us Persla
to her present place among natlons, yet indus-
Jitrially at least the “Celestial” Empire does
move, and that in & manver which cannot be
neglected In any computntion of future trade with that
country. The report of the Inspector General of Customs
of the empire shows that China Is rapldly getting Into a
condition to supply herself with certuln articles for which
she has depended heretoford almost entirely upon other
countries, Those who have not kept themselves well ln-
formed In regard to the Industeinl changes which have
been taking place in the empire will be surprised (o learn
from the report that the nation which for so mnny years
relled almost entirely upon England and the United States
for Its cotton goods, now manufactures H0 per cent of all
the goods of thiz kind supplied to the home market., In a
year Chinn's Imports of dour have fallen off one-fourth,
not that the Chinese are enting less of it than formerly—
in fact, the consumption of flour Is Inecreasing In the em-
plre—but because the deficlency In Imports was more than
made good by the recently established Chinese flour mills
grinding Chinese whent.

These would seem to be slgns that, In spite of a cor-
rapt and’ Incompetent Government, China 18 beginning to

AVOID S8TRAY NICKELS.

Bmall Coln Lost in Mails Worries
Clerks and Costs §18,43,

Ordinarily no man Is rich enough to
egenpe that certain sense of elntion
which comes from plcking up a nlekel
on a sidewalk, but for a rallway pos-
tal clerk to find such a coin fn a mall
pouch where it has worked out from
insufficlent wrapplugs, not only does
e miss this elation, but It may pro-
voke profanity,

For a nickel logt In & pouch of mull
in transit becomes a matter for nas
tlonal concern. It comes to view, per-
baps, just as a pouch of mall Is ewp-
tled upon a sorting table, and when
it has broken away from the bunches
of letters, and cards, and clrculars,
rolled to an open space on the table,
and there settled down, heads or talls,
with a nolsy spinning dance, the clerk
who first sees it Is It

A necromancer could have no more
{dea than the man in the moon as to
what partlcular packnge it rolled out
of, and If he had and should tell the
postal clerk, the clerk wouldn't dare
try to restore the coln to the original
puckage. That would be too easy al-
together, -

No, It ig a lost nlekel from the mo-

world.

DESTRUCTION OF

awake from her sleep of centurles.—New York Press,

DALNY’S DOCKS.

ONE OF DALNY'S PRINCIPAL STREETS.

The necessities of war produce strange conditions. For five years the
Russians had been engaged In erecting the commercial port of Dalny, sltu-
ated on Tallenwan Bay to the east and north of Port Arthur
be an open port, without a custom house, and free to the commerce of the
Large government bulldings were erected, streets were lald out,
houses bullt and great docks constructed, the entire outlay belng In the
nelghborhood of $25,000,000. Then came the war, with HRussian \npre-
parediuess on land and sea.
pelled thelr evacnation of Dalny.
they destroyed the larger docks and many of the utilities which Japan might
find useful, thus wiping out In a few hours works which In times of peace
they had created at large outlay of time and money.

It was to

The defeat of the Russlans at Kin-Chou com-
Before abandoning the place, however,

=

ment the clerk has to see it spinning

eml. Now It appears, however, that 'ern ln‘

there before his eyes and according to
the tender governmental congclence the
clerk has to get ready for the inaugu-
ration of about $1843 worth of fuss
over it

For himself he doesn't dare go to
bed for a short nap until he has got
rid of his b cents’ worth of responsi-
bility to the government for the action
of the fool person from whom the
nickel wag parted. He digs up his
printed form for such occasions, print-
ed and provided, and at once filis out a
long blank, describing the coln, tell-
ing the circumstances of its belng
found, and whether it landed heads or

talls on the table, naming the pouch
from which It was emptied, the num-
ber of the traln carrying it, the date,
and a few other little detalls any one
of which In hot weather would have
cost a mug of beer.

This report with the nickel goes to
the headquarters of the postal division
in which the car was operated, and
from these bonded officlals, by the
same general red tape route, the small
coin finds its way to the seat of na-
tional government and to the fund
representing that great constituency of
the Postoffice Department which per

sists in sending money in envelopes

thirough the unregistered malls of the
service. /

The Way of Bervants,

Bubbubs—I see Casbman has anp-
nounced himself as a candidate for
governor, .

Citiman—Yen, he declares it {s his
“great ambition to be the servant of
the people.”

Subbubs—8ervant? What! Doesn't
he mean to keep the place if he gets
{t?—Phlladelphia Ledger,

Bome men belong to church and
pome others seem to think the church
belongs to them.
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| FIFTY YEARS OF KANBAS

Willlam Allen White Declares the
Hinte Has Ceaned to Hleed.

Under the Utle of “Fifty Years of
Kansas” Willlam Allen White tells in
|lhc World's Work a significant story
jof state bullding. ¥illy years ago.
he says, Kansas was marked on the
maps & desert, and for the most part
It was a desert, Indeed. It In an up-
[land country chiefly, a vast plateau
velned sparsely with a few rivers that
were swollen with the fSoods of spring
and, through the seasom of growing
crops, coxed slugglishly in pools on the
parching white sand, Before clvilized
man came to grapple It this desert lay
green and tempting in May and June,
and brown nod dreary the rest of the
year,

And pow that Kansas has con
quered the soll, gettiug crops from It
with  bountiful regularity, she is
{delving luto  the ground. Iu the
southoastern triangle of the state the
ten years lust past haw brought b
[ portunt discoveries of coal nnd oll nud
|kne and eine und lead., The lron
mountains of Missourl are near by and
sgmelters and foundries and allled 1o
[ dustries that weed cheap fuel are Nl
[Ing up southeastern Kansas, chang
Hing Ity economle status from agricul-
turtl to manufacturing. The gas and
conl and oll belt I& pushing farther
|uutl farther back Into the state, It Is
[ not unlikely that half the area of
| Kansas may cover valuable fuel prod.
|nets.  Slnce 184 Kansas bhas pulled
hersolf out of debt; her proportion of
rented farms s snllor than that of
any other state In the trans-Missourl
country., Bevendtenths of the homes
{of the people are owned, The rall-
'rond mileage of the state is larger
than that of any other American state
| ln proportion to the popuintion,
| The per capita wealth of Kansas
may not be larger than that of New
York, but Knausas' wealth Is  more
evonly distributed. There are no rich
| men—not n dozen men In the state
|worth more than SLOMOINN; not 200
|wurlh 500,000, but thousanda worth
from £3.000 to $10000, and scores
|worlh $1000d6, The money of the
fow Kansns r‘h-h men haw been enrned
and saved,
| But the chief glory of Kausas In
| mot her mwaterinl  wealth, but  her
[schools. In the amount of money
| spent for schools In proportion to the
| wealth and’ population of the state,
| Kansas ranks fourteenth, The most
[mnlldnnhh- ftem of the Kuusan's
thxes are school taxes,

BAD MEN OF ARGENTINA.

The cowhoys of the pampas are
thieving and murderous, and have Jit-
tle regard for buman life. They use
their knlves on the slightest provoca-

BORDER RUFFIANN OF THE PAMPAS,

[ tion, mnd the rural police have lttle
control of them. Whenever o crowd
of these border ruMans are assembled,
their faces, hands and bodles show
collection of sears that is remarkable,

Keeping His Word,

Bandy I8 the resident janitor at one
of the smaller colloges. He 1a a bit of
a character in his way, and mnkes an
effort not to be outdone by the stu-
dents, The success I8 sometimes on
one side, sometimes on  the other,
Bandy owned a little mean-looking dog,
of which he was fond. He was treat-
ed to mueh good-humored chaff about
the dog, but always replied in kind,
frequently asserting, “I widnn tnk
twinty dulthers for ma wee doggy."”

A few of the more wagglsh fresh-
men made up thelr minds to lest
Sandy's assertion. Between them they
made vp twenty dollars, and one of
thelr number was authorized on the
firsgt favorable opportfunity to make
Sandy an offer.

As wis quite common with him,
Bandy happened Into toe clonkroom be-
tween lectures, The dog soon becnme
a subject of debate, and out came
Sundy's statement, “I widoa tak twin-
ty dulthers for ma wee doggy.”

“Well, Bandy," sald a young fresh-
man, “I wonld like to have that dog,
and here's twenty dollars If you'll sell
him.” He counted the money out on
the table near Sandy,

Without a smlile SBandy gravely put
his hand In his pocket, drew out i
fitty-cent plece, and lald 1t on the table,
at the same time pocketing the twenty

dollars, *“I didoa say I widna tak
nineteen fufty, The wee doggy's
yourn.”

. Expansion,

“80 you have quit selling gold bricka
and conducting bunko games'" gald
the old-time pul.

“Yas," answered Mr. Conne, “It is
foollsh to run around the streets plek-
ing up o thousand here or there, The
thing to do now I8 to open an office
and have people send you the money
by mail."—Washington Star,

During the courtship a young couple
are apt to sit around and hold hands in
gllence, but after marrlage—well, that's
another story.

Ar. office holder needs little push If
he lLas & pull,
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