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IT'S YOUR LAW

Respect for Law Makes
Democracy  Live

Eitor's Note: The following
arlicle was prepared as a pub-
lic service by he Oregon Stale |
Bar and Is vol intended to he|
legal advice. Persons having al
lezal problem should consult an
atlorney.

Independent Contractors

Now and then vou may
someone to do =some al
work for you In case some ane |
is hurt are you legaly respon-
sibla?

1t depends on how you “hire™
him. Was he an “Independent
contractor?”  An “employee
Or an “agent?™

As a mule an independent con-
travtor has an independent vall-
linglike that of a plumber, elec-
Irfvian, house painter and the
Ike

Your agreement with him
calls for cortain results. You do
nol tell him how to work. As
a rile, vou are not legally to
blame for any harm he may
do. He is an “mdependent’ con- |
teactor and nol an employee or
agenl |
But what aboul an emplovee
or an agent? You, the employ-
er or principal, controls @
divects how the worker does his !
Wb You are therefore respon
sible for it, and largely for @any
harm that may grow out of his

rrices phas tax wheve ipplicable

work

But how can yoi il the dil-
forence between an indopendint
eonirarior oro an sgoenl lop am-
plovee! |

Your lonk Tor lacls I'hi" <hiw SCOUN —
o do not show contral, direction s
nr independence. Suppose Vou Eefloar - f — et s e ey o [ Comventent lerms
“hived" an  independent con: A ) 3
tractor o pmint  your  house
white, Accidently his worker
splatters sbme I|m|nl o1 vour
n.thhi\l s green shutter. He 15
tn blame through lack of due
care, nol vou, Bui you would be
responsible i you employed and
directed  these painters  You
solf

Is Hesponsible

Why this difference? You have
no eontrol over the ‘way lhe
independent contractor does Lhe
work, Sidce he owns and man-
ages his enlirprise, he is legal- i
Iv responsible for what he does

Butl vou still may have some
legal tesponsibility for an m-
dependent coptragtor's work as. |
for example, il you hire some-|
one whose wark may eause in-|
niiry. Thus in ppa such case
e contractor dug in the streat,
A pedestrian fell into the hole
wd owas hurt, He could sue
hoth the owner and Lhe con-
traclar.

e cantil dlwiys pisson all
the responsibility o the con-|
fractor i in jtsell your project
5 (lunperous, ke blastng in &
populots place |

In such cases you have an ex-
irn duty 1o make sure lo gel
<killfitl ~ and responsible  inde-
pendenl contrac s In tln . such
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trucker  fo hand mid g . - - o
I Ih " The injured party 4] | A wt b 1A K 4 2100
wiy. The injured party
'h hm and the lumber
dand won As 3 r|||-|
onlv the independent  tri king
-uﬁ“..l\_ wopld  have had (o
piy. but Here the Timber com:
pany  should hiave known  that
thie trucker was rotklos: |
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When vou eall in @ plamber
Fetiairman, or ather independ:

enl contraglor vol musl mase
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5900 |5 12"
Elec. Tooth Brush

Power Tool Set HAIR DRYERS

Westing! L S 38 3.Piece, 7-Inch Saw, Dominion or Universal

slinghous 1y-Inch Drill, Hot Box n A\

Multi-Action I 2 Sander al 3938 Carrying Case, S] 30 33
Incredibly Low Price Your Choice
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