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The Problems of Automation--Part 11
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Thousands of Americans Losing Jobs Daily to Automation

By HARRY FERGUSON
WASHINGTON (UP1) — You

own a small candy store locat-|

od one block from a high school
and you have one clerk, One
day a man appears al the high
schpol and Installs & machine
from which he students can

1’3’ “oil
< To
m Burn"
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Phone 772.2111

DESTINATION:

|gel candy bars by dropping a

coin I o slot.

Here, In its simplest form, 15
| the dilemma of automation. The
| pupils begin buying candy from
the machine and your business
dropy Lo the point where vou
|I|i|\'|: 1o fire vour ¢lerk. Bul the
| natlon’s lahor foree still is in
| balance. (e job hos been lost
bt ona also has been galned —
thir man who stocks the candy
machine.

But then he Installs twe, then

three, then [our machines in
the  schenl  The time comps
"when  you can't  pay  the

McGuire's , .

and just think about Dad's sur-
prised look when he finds that

chair he's wan
Christmas tree!

ted under the

{Both sides of the question with
!.‘-14|T1nlir'!’a anid  examples  that

|sons in this country. For the
(some porlod Tast year 382207

ity
were [lling out
nir lor
Owen Bell

reat and wou go out of husi-
ness. Now the labor force 15 oul
of balanee because twn  jobs
have Heen lnst and only ane
goined,

Cine esthnaste 15 that 40,000
American  workers are Josing
thelr Johs every week becotise
of autamation, It 15 & guess ras
ther than an e<timale becaise
nobody Has any Ward fipures on
the problem, nobidy has gane
fram iy 1o city  counting
heads, Kven if they did so; the
statisties wanld be deceiving bhe-
cause many of the 40,000 might

hive moved th another lown
anel found wark.
e gl Con
You will oot find here any

definitive answer to the fues-
tion of whether, overall and in
the long vun, antomation causes
unemployment Persons eminent-
Iy qualified can be foand on

are above repranch Like this:
—In (he first oine muonths of

Ithis year Genoeral Motors Corp.

emploved a total of 346,167 pers

were emploved, Genoeral Motors

(relies heavily an - automation,

but here we have the number
ol workers inerensing.

SAN MATED, Calif, (UPT) -
San Maleo County Sheriff Earl
Whitmore  annaunced  proudly
Monday that 70 inmales at the
ity hapor camp hava prov-
in they know the meaning of
the word “honor.™

Whitmore said he planned 1o
roview the sentences of all 70
o determine il “some puroles
might he in order

The sherlft sald early Situr
muorning  the 70 inmates
into the chill
muster, when depuly
the only officer

feent

220 NO. BARTLETT
Mot ta Groyhound
Bus Depat

at the enmp botween ratdnight
and B aomi=fainted and strick
his head on the pavement Hoor

Gren 9738,5:30 Dalh Bell, M0, was corrying the
el Bl LT aily kevs to all the remole Laguna
MOME fURNlSqug Excopt by Appalniment Hondi camp's  facllities, plus

thie keys (o three vehicles at

the eamp.

Santa In Person
Fri. Night 7-9 p.m,
Sal. 14 p.m.

GAME SAL

~There are Inslances where
autamation causes only a tem-
parary loss of jobs  Cadillag in-
stalled an engine cylinder block
machining depurtment. 1L re-
duced the number af workers
needed from B0 to 71, Thus 18
persons were lald off eurly in
July, but all of them were re-
hired for other fobs i Seplem-
her,

That is the bright eide of the
aulamatinn picture, bul there s
a dark one, too:

In 1923 there were G401 200
men employed an this country
mining  hituminous  conl. Over
the years labor saving machin-
ery was introduced, By 1060 the
nimbor of miners emploved had
fallon to 149,400, Here you have
mare Lhin 00000 men, trained
to do Gnly ope thing, threawn on
the labor markel

Studies  made  last  June
showed that the number of em-
ployes in o Jeading chemical
eompany was down by & per
eont; & hig oll company was
down 28 per venl: and a food
eorporation was down 25 pe
Al af them had gone
heavily for automation,

Hasic Farlor

| Any generalization aboul au-

!Honor Inmates Worthy of Rafing

However, three of the prison
ers ran to the camp radio 1o
inform  the sheriff's office
Bell's eollapse, a Tew others
pave emergeney first aid (o the
deputy, and the rest wenl nhoul
their regular work: assignmant

None of the priseners  al
templed 1o escape

ul

Eisenhowers Due at

Palm Desert Resort

SAN BERNARDINO, Calif
(UPnN Former President andd
Mrs. Dwight D Eisenhower
wore due 1o arrive here this
maorning o the way to then
winter vacation resort home in
Palm Desert, Calif

The Eisenhowers loft Harris-
bueg, Pa., by teain early Sun.
day  moming  and were  dun
hoere ot b am
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tamation is dangerous; but it is
fairly sale to say that the com-
petitive position of the indusiry
or corporation involved s &
h#sie factor in' the employmient
preture.

General Molors  hired  mare
peaple this vear than lagt, but
I also manufactured more au-
tomobiles. Bituminous ronl was
forced into a bad pokition when
the demand for coal fell off bes

auge of the competition from
naturil  gas  and  potrolepgm
Those factors, plus the lubor
saving. machinery, spellod  dis-
astor for the bitiminous labor
foree

Perzans who look nn automn-
tion without fear like to vite
what happesed when the Unit
nd - States emerged from  the
horse and  bugey age. Theve
were aboul 225,000 porsons em-
ployed th make wagony, har-
ness and pit shoes on horses
The  autemohile  swiltly  put
them out of work. Bul within &
few years there were 2 million
persons emploved in' manufe-
turing. servicing and selling au-
tomabiies

Persons who fear automation

Have this quick reply: I it is
lrue Lhat automation  creates
johis, why are there 3.9 million

persons . unemploved  todoy?
They ‘mention “silent firings,'
meaning thal fobs thal mighl
he avatlable 1o the army of un-
o hiing

employed  already  ar

dime by aulomation

Hetraining Roadblocks
Much emphasis is put on the
retraining of the unemploved to
equip them for jobs in automat
il factories, The [ederal gov-
ernment  has plunged  into It
with 12264 projects all over
the country involving 86,345 per-
sons. There are about 6,000 ad-
ditional persons boing  Walned
an the Joh, thut is, they are
taught while they are working
But the program runs inio
nime Carions resistance -
piirdless of whether the project
s apanaored by the government
or privale industry. In Califor-
nin, 50,000 unemploved | persons
were eljpible for a 1Tweek ro-
troloing course, Only 38 applied
i only 26 actuially took the
vobrse. A mest packing firm
offered retralning to 433 work-
prs  digplaced by ‘machines
Only o actually ook the course
and anly 20 wound up with johs
The atitomobile unlans hiave &
saving that “automation in De-
brolt ean mean lirings in Forl
Wavne." What they mean 14
that the auto makers cun aulaos
mile one process that elim.
inates the need for a [eeder fae-
lory in some other city. Are
workers willing to move out of
i dead tawn nto a live one?
Thee fact is that those thrown
oul of work ara the leasl able
o move because they usually
are the nidest workers and the

lowest  patd. A mididle-sized
compiny built  an automated
fattory In & new aria and ol

fered 525 persons a moving al- owned hourses for which there
lowance tn make the change. It was no markel and could not Next: What the machines can
developed that more than 100 afford Lo move and can't do.
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% RECORDS o
s PHONOGRAPHS

?@ All Types Records—Singles and Albums
2 Phonos from $19.95

4% A CHARGE PLATE STORE

TERMS
ON ALL
PHONOS'
IF

OPEN EVERY NIGHT 'TIL 9

Including Saturday, Dec. 21st
“The Stare of a Thousand Thoughtful Gifs"

Give a Merry Christmas..... Have One Yourself
TS A PERFECT GIFT. Crisp
butter crunch centers, lavished in
creamy milk chocolate, smothered
with fresh roasted almonds.
What? You ate both tins? For
.~ BROWN & HALEY - TACOMA, U.S.A.




