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Medford and  Jacksan County
History frem tna files of The
Mall Tribuna 10, 20, 30, 40
and 50 years ago,

1 YEARS AGO
Dec,, 15, 1953 (Tuesdny)

Miss Sally Hartis, daughter of
My, and Mrs. Lestor Harris, 707
§. Oxkdale Ave., freshman stu-
dent at Oregon State College, Is
now a member of the Rook
Rally squad at O8C.

Bill Walker, son of Mr. and
Mrs, A 0. Walker, of Medlord
is one of the northwest candi-
datos for a Rhodes scholarship
this year.

20 YEARS AGO
Dee. 16, 1043 (Wednesiday)
Second L. Thomas A, Hel-

Defense and the Economy
all depends on whose ox is gored.

a popular tune.
But let an economy movement eliminate
something in which such economy-minded pen-

anguish,
- Ll .- - .
HE Defense Department has announced the
elimination or the cutting down of 33 military
installations in many parts of the country. The
objective is Lo sgave a portion of the overwhelm-
ing military hudget,

Congress and elsewhere as “false economy,” and
hands are wrung at the adverse effect it will have
on the local business scene,

Oregonians, by and large, can sit smugly and
watch other people’s military installations elose,
for we have few in the state. But the anguish is

a transfer. . .
HIS is one reason we have always taken a dim
view of the complaints that Oregon has not
received its “fair share” of military and defense
spending. It provides a quick shol in the arm for
the economy, but it is not a good hase on which
to base a long-range plan for the future,

A splendid example is Seattle, home of the
gianl Boeing company, The saying goes that
when Boeing sneezes, Seattle runs a fever. And
it is true that when Boeing loses a big contract,
or is involved in a labor dispute, the effect is
immediately felt throughout the city,

This in turn is one of the reasons we haven't
been able to gel very exeited about the Boardman
deal with Boeing. It may (or may not) turn out
to be important to the state, and particularly the

portant part of the economy, and then, due to
the vagaries of military needs, closes, the results
could be painful,

THE closure of the military installations, and

only a tiny portion of overall defense expendi-|

the nation’s economy is based on defense spend-
ing.

min, Flying  Fortress  pilod, |
alightly wounded in raid aver |
Bremen, Germany.

Prom  Arthue Porry's MYe
Smuilge ot column: “'Selzire
here of 60 cases of lguid, used

extonsively in hackfiring against | Delieve that any major reduction in the defe

the flu, caused  considerable
mixed emotions, without nany
mixed drinks."

0 YEARS AGO
Dae. 15, 1903 (Friday)

Jobn . Murphy, born in Ash: |
Tand tn 160 and a lifelong resl-
dent of Juckson county, dies
altor a briel flinoss.

Medford  City  Superintendent
Frod Schellel recalvos tologram
from Senatar Frederick Steiwer |
atating Medford sewage syslem
loun application 15 being pro-
coessed in Washington,

1 YEAILS AGO

Do, 15, 1023 (Satureday) |

District Aftorney Newton W,
Tordon  investigating  alleged |
| i County peonage case. |

Lilizatioth Mary Evanson well
toteived in musical recital at
St Mary's avademy.

i YEARS ALO
D 15 1013 (Manday )

Rogun valley automobile own- |
nrs meol in attempt to have
shale  automoblile licensing de- |
elired llegal

Local  grovery stove  offers
"Lancy" polatoes Tor W cents a
Tundred pounds.

Whal's Your 1.Q.?

Mine nr ten correct Iy wuperior;
veven or eight iv excellent; five or
1l iy good.

1 In which city of Loulstana
15 Tulune University?

2 The milky way is a cloud
of meteors: true or lalse?

3 Mdentily the German breed
of oy that s noted for its shotl
lege, long body and ability 1o
anler Hidger holex

4. Name the capltal of Call
fornin

5 Was v the 13th, 14th, oy
15th- Amendment that abolished
slavery?

i The human bBody 18 made
Ui of soven elements. carbon is
one, can you name four others?

7. Who was President of the
U S when the Panama Canal
Zone was acquired”

i What Is the largest cily in|
arca in the United States?

U Clfrostratus, Cirrocumulus,
Allostratus, snd Stratus are all
types of what?

in. Are lcebergs ever formed
from sall water” |

Angwees: 1. New Orleans, 2.
False (cloud of starsy 3. Dachss
hind, 4, Sacramento, & Lth,
fi. Hydvogen, oaygen, nllrogen,
calelum, phospharus and dron.
T, Theodore Rooxevell, & Loy
Angeles, 9. Clouds. 18, No,

L military installation

United States cannot afford an end to the cold

war, simply beeause it would so jolt the economy jine of succession o an olec- | law of 1947, (
In!no time in wiping it off the | hour or more of quiet reading

that a sevious depression would ensue,
We don't wholly agree with that, hut we do

budget would require & massive effort by
foderal government to epse the economice shoek.

. " CRE |

ON]'J af the uncomfortable realizations about

the cold wir is that so many hundreds of
thousandg of people have what amounts to a
vested ibterest in its continuing,

Workers in defense industries, caveer mili-
Lary maon, stockholders and officials of the thou-
sands of fivms with defensesrelated contracls—
all would feel the blow should there be any
marked reduction in international tensions and
a resulling drvastic cut in defense spending.

Federal officials, ineluding Congressmen, aye
fully aware of this fact, although many ave re-
luetant to admit it. But their vealization is fully
evitdenced in the eries of “false cconomy™ when
vital to the economy of
a speeific avea, even if not vital to national de-
fense—is phased out. — 1. AL

Succession Proposals

In considering the line of suceession Lo the
Presidency, as many people ave these duys, it is
interesting to note that one |1|'l1]m:~u| for revising
it is a Constitutional amendment providing fm
a second vice |\1|-=H||'ILL

Our women's editor thinks this is a good idea,
She also thinks it would be fine to hitve & woman
as seeond viep ;lfn--Elil'!‘.l.

The Vivie |‘!'|'."II|1'HL'.\' has often heen l]l'.‘-l'! lih‘\i
as being the most inconseguential office in the
federal government. If this is so, what would
the second vice presidency be like?

ANI'I'I'IHCH proposal which has some mrit, and

also the advantage of not vequiring the
engthy procedure of amending the Constitution,
¢ for Congrvess, upon the death of a President
and the assumption of that office hy the vice
president, to designate immediately an official
who would be next in line.

Probably he could not be designated as vice
president, because the Constitution prescribes
the way in which a vice president is chosen. But
Congress is empowered to provide for the further
suecession, and in advanee. It could create an
office not entitled viee president for the express

II“"‘!'”SP of I‘!""j'““l\: i |'ll:\.‘-'i1l]l‘ eSS

Whatever solution is devised, one hopes it
i put ifth effeot soon. — E. A,

b S Incidentally, the 22nd Amendment
to the Constitution does not prohibit Lyndon
Johnson from serving two full terms, after this
unexpived term, should he be elected, It would
have done so if the unexpired portion of the term
had exceeded two years, — E. A

% [}

We are now witnessing a classie example nf| '
the meaning of Martin Luther's comment that it

It is eagy—very easy indeed-—Lto call for econ-
omy in government, stopping wasteful spending, |
and the elimination of needless programs, It is

ple are interested, and listen to the howls of

: 7 |
But the move is now assailed in the halls of

real for those who have lost a job or must accept |

‘ "Onward!

Help! I've Been Stabbed!"

Matter

of Fact

By Joseph Alsop

fe) New York Herald Tribune E¥ndiciie

JONNSON'S WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON—Alter a time
\of greal pain and unceriainty,
President Johnson's White
House is beginning to assume
its own shape and characler.
Since fow things tell more about
a Presidenl, some notes an the
subject are perhaps worth
study.

To hegin with, one should not
he misled by the impression of
ceaseless, almost compulsive

by the mew President’s office
rourid of conferences, telephone
calls, and ceremonial greelings.
He still keeps the country hours
of his youth in Texas, and a
mos{ significant part of his
working day is therefore spent

tside the olfice wing of the

tc

Today and
Tomorrow

By Walter Lippmann

1963 The Washingten Port

THE

PRESIDENTIAL
SUCCESSION

Speaker MeCormack, who now
stands next in line to the Presi-
dent, 15 nalurally enough diffi-
dent ahout diseussing the prob-
lem of the Presidential sticces-
slon. But the counlry cannot
tuke his view (hat the matter is
too: horrible to  think aboul,
much more Lo talk aboul

The problem s of the highest
importance, and there should be

discussing It than there is when
n man or woman mikes a will,

The law which has put the
spedaker so unexpectedly where
he now [inds himsell was pro-

poserd only, i 1945 during the | of a President offered to crim-|

| emptional upsel (ollowing Presi-

lo msert into the line of sue-
cession—Prosident, Vice Presi-

forth—two members of Cong-
toss—the speaker of the House
and the president of the Senale.

There are veonomists who will argue that the| The theory of the bill was that | been defeatod

| the man who hecomes Presi-
| dent should owe his place in the

[titn, nat ta an appointment,

ernment, James Byrnes of South

I Carolina.
L - -

| FPHERE {5 another radical de-
| 4 fect in the present law. In
|our system of governmenl, il
| has Happened many limes (hat
l'one ar both of the houses of
| Congress is controlled by the
npposition party, It happened,
| for example, both to Presidest
'Truman and lo President Eisen-
| hawer, Under the badly-consid-
ered 1947 law, the whole admin-

northeast corner. But if il does become an im-|no more squeamishness about |ieeaiion of the government can

| he transferred from one party
to the other by the act ol one
sniper.

There should never he such a
premium on (he assassination

linal lunatics or conspirators (o

the fluctnations of Seattle's economy ds|dent Roosevel’s death and | hrood upen. The very thing that
Boeing’s fortunes fluctuate, (and hoth vepresent [passed in 1047, Wha it did was ' has sustained the country since

I Nov, 22 lias been the continuity
of the Presidency, the undis-

Lures,) are bul graphic reminders of how much of |dent, Seeretary of State and 0 puted accession of a complote-

Iy-qualificd man. Had there been
| any intelligible purpose in Lhe
| assassination, it would have

The sovereign principle of
| continuity is sacrificed in (he
and we ought lose

facl, the 1047 law did not ad- | statute books. We should return

2 Congress, 1 wenl back lao the i
the Lald line beginning with the see- | publie opinion make it known to | reflection than might be guessed | ro. his

retary of state,
L .

DI:II"FINIJI':IIS of the IM7 law
appeal 1o the principle of
election on the mystical ground
thal, because Mr. McCormack
has been  clected  repeatedly
from the sth District of Mussa-
chusetis, he has become thereby
anginted and qualified for Presi.
dent. Applied to the concrete

facls, ‘the “principle’ is non-|

sense, and it has no relation
whalover to any real choice of
the President by the will of the
peaple

There nre several very grave
abjections 1o the present law,
tne bs that, because the con-
grossional syslem operates by
seniority and whatnot, it has
provided a  successor who I8
unprepared and ungualified o
sutceed. Nobody has ever giyen
five minutes” thought 1o the
dunlifientions of the man who
miv be the noxt President of
the United States

Under the olid law, where the
next i line would be the sccre-
tary of state, the fact that he
might becoma President would
bedome n great consideration in
s appaintment and his conlir-
mition by the Senate. The real-
ity of this: was proved in 1995
when Prosident Truman's acees-
sion lelt Seoretary Steltinius as
the next in line

Though Edward Stettiniug was
& nice man, he was manifestly
unqualified 1o be President, and
AEreal agiabion arose al once
which hrought about his replaces
ment as secretary of stale by
A oman of Vst expetience in gu(-

| President Johnson, as they did
1o President Truman in 1445,
| whether they are content,

- - -

| TPHERE is a way, undoibted.
| & 1y an organic part of the in-
tent of the Constitution, in which
real deference can be paid to
I the principle of election, We
| know from James Madison that
the authors ol the Constitution
| meant to leave to Congress “'a
supply of the vacancy (in the
| office of President) by an inter-
| mediate election of the Presi
dent,* Congress was to decide
whether te call an intermediate
lelection.

| 1t would be quite feasible, and !

| perhaps desirable, 1o provide
that, when the line of sucvession
reaches (he Secretary of state

L or the other Cabinet officers, the
| man who takes over the office
| shall be only the acting Presi-
{dent until & new election ean be
Uheld at mid-term or at the end
of the lotir-vear torm

I think, myself, that this ap-
cient formula should also apply
to the Viee President when he
succeeds. 1t would not affect
| President Johnsan, whe must
face the voters in less than 12
months

Il we arouse ourselves enough
tor denl lirmly with the problem
of the succession, we shpuld pro-
cetd at once to repair the other
great hole in our system, which
15 what to do when a President
s Incapacitated, as were Gar-
lield and Wilson and, lor a lime
Eisenhower. Nobody will, 1
think, propose that the speaker
of the House should, on that
constitutionally he could, serve
Also as the acting President

BUY XMAS
SEALS

CHEEAE Dz g e ok

==

“Couldn’t vou put off demonstrations doring the Christmas

seagon®  After all, this Is the seasonoof brotherly love!™ land all the (nformation media

[

White House.

A good many people may
| have gooseflesh al the thought,
bt It is nonetheless a facl that
he starts work at 6:20 a.m. His
young Texas alde and friend,
Jack Valenti, wakes him for
his morning {ea and simultane-
ously hands him. the morning
papers and the new day's docket
of nffleial memoranda and
other documents.

HE WHOLE of the twn hours
hetween f:30 and 830 a.m,
are reserved for reading—about
'\Innovquarlnr for the newspapers
tand the rest for the day's docket
—and for pondering the litlle
notes about things-to-be-clone-
tomoarrow that President John-
son has the ndd habit of writing
to himself, Only aftor these (wo
quiet hours, the buslle begins
with breakfast and conlinues as
long as the President remains
in the office wing of the White
| House.
| At Lhe day's end, however,
| the pace slackens when It is
| time for 20 minutes or hall-hour
of exercise in the While House
pool, which the doctors have in-
sisted on.  Stall members are
invited to the brink, so to say,
antd current problems are ine
| formally discussed while the
President—not  exactly a new
Johnny Weissmuller — ohedient-
Iy wallows along as the doctors
require.
Dinner, oflten with a lew
Iriends, ends about 10 p.m. and
that leaves times for another

| hefore the day’s work ends in

here to this principle. For after | to the old law, which would put hluc;_u. The svhwlulf is only in-
N8e [ paming the fwo members of | Seeretary Rusk next in line, and | leresting because it leaves s0
then wo should let Congress and | much more tme for study and | gipaira

from the Johnsonian frenzy of
the more public part of the day
|Iml for this reason IL is very
interesting indeed

‘ THAT 1S more interesling
still is the fact that the
cantinuity of the Johnson White
House with the Kennedv White

House really seems lo be as-|

sured at lasl. The symbol of
this remarkable fact is the re-
sumption of his former duties as
the  Presidenl’s appointments
seerotary by Kenneth O'Donnell,
who gave his entire life to safe-
ling President Kennedy’s
political interests, and is now
charged with doing the same
thing for President Johnson.

This continuity, It must be
added, was by no means ase
stred when  the  hopelul an-
nouncoment was made that all
President  Kennedy's key  staff
members would continue on the
Juh,

Every one of the men who
sorved Kennedy was—and suill
is—like someone who has suf-
fered A battlelield amputation
Although they said they would
continue on the job, there wera
hard days when it seemed ex-
tremely  doubtful whether this
min or that mun could really
manage to do =0

MPHE ACHIEVEMENT of con-
tnuiy in the White House

hustie that has heen conveyed |

| political evenis thal are dis-|
tinguished from the ¢

'
From

GREAT IDEAS...

By Mortimer J. Adler

(c) 1963, Publishers Newspsper Syndicate

the Great Books

run by the creditable roles
played by everyone concerned.
Shahbiness and pettiness are
generally 1o be found some-
where, in every political proc-
ess; bul for once they have
been absent.

The new President, who has
rarely been considered a hum.
ble man, has had the humility
and good sense to see that he
needed the Lrained Kennedy
stall members Lo exlend his
grasp and reach. He has also
had the human sympathy to
deal correctly with these men
in thelr amputated condiitons.

With sympathy, it has slso be
be admitted, President Johnson
has mingled astuteness.

“It would be a poor memorial
to Presitlent Kennedy 1o see
Richard M. Nixon in this
house,"

. L] -

THEN THE very small group

of men headed by Walter
Jenkins, George Reedy, and Bill
Moyers—whom the new Presi-
dent brought into the White
House — have rather miracul-
ously hut pointedly refrained
from throwing their welight
about,

And finally, the leaders of the
former Kenendy stafl — O'Don-
nell, Theodore Sorenson, Law-
rence O'Brien, MeGenrge
Bundy, and the resl—have seen
they had a duty left to perform, |
not least to the lost President.
They have discovered they still
would have real work 1o do.
And they have settled back into
harness again, despite the ex-
pected flood af tempting offers |
to do otherwise. They are there
now for use, nol show.

Every sensible judge of form
has long known that President
Johngon was a formidable poli-

noled make him still more
formidable,

tical leader: but the facts above- | services

ELECTRONIC REVOLUTION
Dear Dr. Adler: Do the

greatl books provide (he ans-
wer Lo automation? How will
the average individual be able
to share in the unlimited ma-
terial wealth our technology
will be able to produce?

Quinten Topp

1963 Searl St.

Cuyahoga Falls, Ohin

Dear Mr. Topp: “Automation”
is something more than a new
name for the automatic opera-
tions which have played an in-
creasingly importanl role in
manufacturing since the Indus-
trial Hevolution. The term "'aulo-
mation” denotes not only the op-

has His |eration, but also the over-sl!
irresistible rally cry to the|control, planning and informa-
human legacy of polilical spe- | tion for entire
cialists was the grim remark: |modorn technology. Through de- |

complexes af

vices — exemplified by the al-
ready commenplace electronic
compuler—every phase of pro-
duction, from schedules o ac-
counting, can bhe handled by
automation. Electronic conirols
do the work that was formerly
done by human hands, senses,
and brains.

The new electronic revolition
seems (o fulfill the age-long
dream of a lime when all menial
and routine Lasks would be done
by machinery. In ancient
Greece, Aristotle foresaw  the
possibilily of a situation n which
“every tool could perform its
own work when ordered, or b:"
socing whal to do in advance”
His words roughly deseribe the
self-powered, self-controlied, and
soll-adjusting  processes of our
new lechnology,

Yot automalion has brought
much unhappiness to many peo-
ple. 1t has “‘disemployed" hun-
dreds of thousands of men. That
they are ‘“‘disemployed” means
not merely that they personally
are out of wark, but that their
jobs and skills are no longer
necessary, to produce goads and

has been accompanied hy de-

lereased employment in key pro-

In the Day’s News

| By FRANK JENKINS

The hig story lasl week?

The headlines leave us in no 5280, AL thal rate,

toubl.

It's the ransom of
Jr. and the price paid
release—S$240,000,

UR maost famous Kidnaping
case, of course, was that of
|the infant son of Charles and|
Anne Morrow Lindbergh in 1932,
| But there was no ransom then, |
The kidnapers became fright-i
lened and murdered the child.
That prompts this question: \
What is the most famous kid-!

nap and ransom case in his-|was a glamorous character, but |
'he didn't possess much in Lhe
way ol commaon sense,

| tory?

lT IS prabably thal of Richard
the Lion Hearted, of England
He was on his way back [rom
the Holy Land, where in the
Third Crusade he and Saladin|
had  performed  miracles  of
chivalry in the fighting |

A truee was finally arranged, |
| and Richard started f{or home
His ship was wrecked in the
Adriatic Sea; and he Iried in)
make his way home overiand
through Germany, He was cip-
tured by his mortal enemy, the
Duke of Ausirip, and turned
lover to the Holy Roman Em-
| peror, Henry VI, who held him
for ransom.

-TI{E ransom demanded?
It was 150,000 marks
OW much is & mark? l
Well, the mark was an old
European unit of weight for
gold and silver. It was equal
to eight ounces of either. Al

|tory of England,

! mark would have heen warth | €an

150,000 gold
‘marks would have amounted to

Frank | $448 million

Sir - Winston
in his His-
the ransom
demanded for Richard amount-
ed to more than twice the an-
nual revenue of the English
crown, They turned in  and
raised Lhe huge sum and
turned it over ta the Emperor,
and got thelr king back
Whether or not he was worth
it is another story. Richard

Al any rate,
| Churchill tells us

T ANY rale—
41 The ransom  paid hy the
British peaple lo get their king
back amounted 1o somewhere
in the neighborhood of $450 mil
Hion — assuming that the value
of the gold mark was anywhere
in the neighborhood of  the
villue aseribed ta it by the his-
lorfans.

So—

The ransom pail far Frank
Sinatra Jr. doesn't sel a new
record for all recorded time

ONE more question:

How did they find Rich-
ard of the Lion Heart—who had
been carefully hidden away by
his captor?

It's an inleresting tale.

E WAS found by Blondel, &

famous minstrel, who was &
favorite of Richard—who was
quite a minstrel himself.

Increased production

(cesses in eerlain industries.
| It may well be true, as soma
corporation  exccutives assura
us, that, “in'the long run, “auto.
mation will ecreate new indus-
tries and new jobs, so thal in the
future everyone who wanis (o
work will have a job, Yot now,
|in the shorl run, the hundreds
of thousands of workers who are
rtiiﬁempluynd every vear throtgh
aulomaltion are paying the price
of privation and humiliation for
the increased efficiency of our
Industrial system. The glillering
network of automatic controls
which have helped to produca
our “affluent” sociely have
heaped suffering and degradas
tion upon the disemployed who
have bheen deprived of their
formerly useful role in that so-
cioly.

The phenomenon of  disoms
ployment through automation
ralses significant issues for tha
philosophy of wark, Participa-
tion In the work process hither-
lo has heen essential [or the
| psyehic, as well as the econams
ie, well-being of mature men in
modern society. Thinkers such
as Ruskin, Tolstoy, snd Gandhi
held that “bread labor"—work-
Ing for a living—Iis essentinl tn
human dignity, And Paul Good-
man, the author of “Growing
Up Absurd," has recently paint-
e Lo the lack of socially usehinl
work as one of the faclors in
the demoralization of presents
day youth

Yel  technological — develop-
ments have remaved us farther
| and Tarther away from working
on the sofl ar any kind of man-
|ual activity, aside from sports
and do-it-voursell projects, It
the dreams of aulomation's ex-
treme enthusiasts come true, wa
will see & time when most work
Is done by automatic electronie
devices, with little or no hu-
man assistance. We will then
see whether allout automation
will result in & permanent des
“s0 of morale and human dig-
nity

Perhaps the classic philosne
phere of wark are mistaken, and
1L & nol necessary to take part
in productive aperalions in prder
to live a hilly human existence,
Wark, according to Aristotle, is
only A means of providing s
with our subsistence, so that we
pursue leisure activitics,
And these, as. | have so oflpn
'rmnlml oul, consisl in thuught,
| learning, and communal serve
ice—the activities which fulfill
us as human beings.
| If hs theary about lhe rela-
| tion of wark and leisure is true,
then automation could provide
Ia greater opporlunity than ever
i before to pariake i humanly
meaninglul activities. Our prob-
lem would (hen be 1o devise a
new svstem of distribution,
which would enable everyone to
enjoy a decenl standurd of live
ing, withoul having to work a
lpood part of the waking day,
| Up to now. aside from the lucky
| few who have lived off their
|wealth, men made a living
from their wages and salaries.
Perhaps the problem of wide-
spreat disemployment might ba
(anlved by making every man a
part-time capltalist, with part of
his income dorived [rom capital
shares and padt from a foh — a8
I supgestedt by Louis Kelsn and
mysell in “The Capilalist Manis

| fosto."

af Germany, At every great
castle, he would stop and SING,
| hoping that his voice would he
| recognized by Richard, He fin-
ally stopped and sang before the
castle of Durrenstein

Richard heard him and recog-
nized his  wvoice and SANG
BACK. Blondel recognized Rich-
| ard's volce—and so the mystery
af where he was Incarcerated
was: solvedl, From there on, It
was merely a caze of negolia-
tion, backed up by the threal of
war If some kind of deal wasn't

15 in fact one of those very rare | the present price of gold, a gold|  Blondel wandered through all | made

Justice by Publi:it; Is Not Justice
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By ERIC
SEVAREID

(Ditrihuted 1563
Ry The Hall
Syndicate. lned
Al Hights
Reserved)

It was hatred concentrated to
the point of paranoia that Killed
President Kennedy. About such
a state of mind very little can
be done. individuals like Os-
wald will always be with us
But it was sheer disrespect for
the legal rights and processes
which make civilized life pos-
sible that killed the President’s
killer, and about thie condition
much can be done

The events in Dallas revealed
in a blinding fMash the degree
of venom that has been poison-
ing the American soclety. They
alsa revealed for all to compre-
hend the alarming degree of
carelessness and calloysness

| with which police, prosecutors

\

have for a long time and in
many cities handled everything
‘mat Is implied in that precious
phrase *due process of law."

It is hard (o disagree with
| the Civil Liberties Union, which
asserts that Oswald could never
have received a fair trinl He
| wis convicted by the police and
thereupon and therelore by the
news media, neither of whom
have any business convicting or
acquitting anyone. It i1s hard to
disagree with those who oppose
turning the Ruby trial Mo a
public spectacle, even though
his guilt will be admitied at the
oulsel,

For a long time now, in this
age of publicity, we have been
debasing the very things by
which we must Live. We have
debased the word “‘fame” by
substituting  “eelebrity ' We
have elevated the athlete over
the scholar, the police and pros-
ecutor over the judge, the pub-
llf Arens over !hl‘ courtroom

Justice by publicity 15 not jus-
tice. We have reached the point
where most of the ablest law-
yers in the country refuse to

take criminal cases for fear of
tainl by publicity, as we were
once In the condition where
most of the best lawvers were
aftaid to take lovalty cases. The
late Senator MeCarthy did not
fnvent guill by accusation, we
were getting there on our own,
hut he helped eondition this sa
ciely to the strange and fright-
eNINg process

What the Dullas police did in
the case of Oswald any number
of other police in other cities
have done in the cases of hun-
drads of other suspects, Even
the FBI which. by the uncanny
inversions of publicity, has be-
tome more sacrosanct than our
highest court, has declared men
guilty before any trial was held
it has been commeon practice for
police at all le lo announe
confessions which ought not be
revealed outside a Courlroomm

What oughl to be our must
august law making body. the
United States Senate, has felt
unembarrassedly free lo  pro-
vide a national platform so that
the cheapest of cheap crooks
could broadeast accusations

agiinst men not yel tried and
found guilty., The news media
have simply gone along i mnst
cases, Indeed, we have endured
the spectacle o mictophones
and cameras thrust al a suspeet
freshly cavght and handeuffed
with the demanding question,
“Why difd sou do 17"

A certain number of lunatics
Al larige Is somothing any sn.
cloty has o enchire. Bt a
spreading disrespect for the le-
gal procedures without which
the substance of law, and there-
fore. of order, cannot bhe pro-
lected is not endurable and need
not edntinue. This wretched con-
dition i5 not a helpless matter
of human nature. It 18 a matter
formal codes of conduct. The
organizations of policemen,
prosecutors, lawyers, and jour-
naliste have thelr own codes,
writlen of under=stond They
have onlv to live by them

Since Biblical times and be-
fore wise men have seen and
acknowledged that power and
money are corrupters. The 20th
century has added a third (acior
I the list — publicity.

|
i



