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Dr. W. B. Giles, A Man of Many Hobbies

D, William: B. Giles, a retired physician; is a resident of
Rogue Valley Manor, one of our members being currently de-
stribed under the medical category, He bas so many diverse

obhies, perfected Lo the stage of belng nearly parallel careers
with his primary work In medicine, that the word “ineredible”
may be over-worked, but it is deseriptive

Born in Newfoundland, at the age of six little Willlam came
to the United States with his [ather, Capl. Edwin J. Gilos, his
mother and two brothers. He was educated in Mass chusells,
graduating cum laude from Tulls College Medical School in
Boston,

He always found ingenious ways lo supplement his school
funds. When in high school, using a Christmas gilt jig-saw,
he manufactured atiractive picture {rames, bookends and other
articles which sold readily, A gift camera was the beginnipg
of a hobby with which he made iminediate profits by being the
first to produce and distribule the pew Velox picture posteard
in his vicinity, using pletures of local interest selected with
artistic care and skillfully developed.

Grades Are Recognized

In recognition of high scholarship grades as a freshman in
college, he was made a Prosector, which paid his Luition
dunior year vacation time provided work and experience as
ambulance surgeon and inlern in Grace Emergency Hospital,
and he was permitted to combine his senlor studies with work
a8 house officer there. Alst, duving these youthlul days he
pluyed foothall, baseball wnd excellod in chess. Even with
this work-load and exteaseurriculum aetivity, he managed that
cum lauide,

After graduation, In' New York City, Dro Giles became house
surgeon in New York Lymg-n Hospital, Upon completion of
thits work, he wis solected as intern and house surgeon of New
York Polyelinie Post-gradusie Medical School and Hospital,
A ploneer institution of thal type In the United Stales. After
four years of intern work he was ready for priviale practice.

Bul al this time Waorld War | was being fought in Europe
and D, Giles responded to the call for doctors in France
He served (wo years in France, gaining vasi experionce, When
the United States was about to enler the war, he came home
o lecture before medica! sociely meelings and conventions
{(preparing his own colored slides (o Hlustrate his lalks), trying
to encourage doclors to enlisl. He also teamed up with Miss
Evangeline Booth of the Salvation Army in a drive for nurses,

Volunteered For Service

Dr. Giles then volunteered for service in our Navy. He was
assigned to the Brooklyn Naval Hospital, where he immediately
and successiully organized weekly conferences and won for this
an officlal commendation, Later he was reassigned to the Navy
ship Comfort, (he ficst hospitul ship to cross the Atluntic in the
War. Seeretary of the Navy Josephus Daniels ordered each
ihin o seleet one officer for extra duly as instructor of crews
in hyglene and Infectious diseases, and Dit Giles was selected

His work resulted in the Comfort checking in with the lowest
rovord in such diseases, Secretiry Daniels wrote Dr. Giles a
petsonal letter of thanks [or outstanding achiovement, On the
CUnmfort he also playea a porlable orgsn and assisted the
Chaplain in vonducting morale bittlding sings.

After the war he remained in the service by signing op for
the Naval Reserve, Although still a voung man, he had already
established an “ioeredible’ record in his schools and in the
sorvieg,,

Dr. Giles stavled private practice In New Yok Cily, whete
with his usual capagity Tor Ward work, he accopled appointments
on Lhe staffs of the Polyelinle Hospital, the Neurological lns
stitute, and also taught at Bellevue Moedical School. He whs on
the consulting stall of the New York Children's Hospital and
the Manhallun Stale Hospital,

Tikes Post-Graduate Conrge

Al the same time he was laking a post-graduate course In
pediateies in Harvard Medieal School and also found Lime o
tp experimental and research work in neurology in the Bellevue
Laboratory. One of his tredsured memenioes 18 8 book on
“Neurossurgery” presented (o him by the author, Dr. William
Sharp, wnd Inseribed

“To Dr. W B, Giles, esteemed colloague and [riend, as

a slight token of high regard and in grateful appreciation of

the muny valuable suggestions and tireless efforts of co-

operation during a plonecr period of neuro-surgery in this
City."

Somehow, during these years, he managed nol lo neglect
the social, civie and rellgious side of his life, He was an officer
and served on committees in medical societies, physicians and
surgeons clubs, college and hospital alumni groups, the Ameri-
can Legion and in the Velerans of Foreign Wars,

He was a Phi Chi medical fralernity member and acled as
sponsor and organizer of chapters in Cornell and Columbia Uni-
versities, He held office in ecivie clubs such as Kiwanis, Odd
Fellows, Elks, and several Masonie Orders, including Knighls
Templar,

Aetive in Choreh Waork
He was active in the Molliadist Chueeh, a leader in the
chureh sovial service Tiold, He visied gmil walched over Lhe
hoalth of 2000 elderly people in the New York Methodist Home
antl served in the soclal serviee depaciments of public hosplitals
and elinie always gratuitiously. All this required “incredi-
By efficiont organization of Hme, ability and physical stamina
From early school duys, William Giles and Vivian Beach
were inseprrable chums, Thelr contemporaries had a pun for il
"When' there's a Will — there's a Vivian.” When he was in
Tults College, she attonded nearby New England Conservalory
of Musie. Then they wore sweethearls and later she became
and now is his charming wile
All through their years of school and courtship, Dr. Giles
kopt & most meticulous diary account of all their conversations
and parties — pienies, church socials, Hayrides, sings and choir
meetings. These were the days before radio, elevision or good
mi and when an occasional automaobile wak an object of
ntense clirfosity, This diary, weitten in » ling, clear hund with
no marging, has been read and enjoyed by thelr family lor
vears, Dr. Giles tells mo he is having it printed

Accomplished Concert Planist
Vivian Glles is an accomplished concert planist, Alter each
Manar concert she has given us, | have written about hor
musical carecr, It was in Her serapbook that 1 discovered still
annther hobby of her husbands: Arl
A program he designed for one of hor concerts in Argentina

“Birds, Insects & Animals in 1t ws clever, (He-
Hike pictures of birds, animals, ele. which he sketched. Another

a beaumtifully: destigned frontspioce for & program of “Lave
Inspired Compositions ol Greal  Musicians He has alway
shared hie wile's love of music by singing In chotuses and
chaits, and now he sipgs with the ershop singers in Md-
ford

e Amoriean Ambassador o Argenting urged Dr. Giles (o
move there where American doctors were urgently needed

So off they went to Buengs Aires. He had to prepare for re-
validation of his diploma, &0, during his first 15 months |n
Argenting he learned Spanish and took 48 oral examinations
—in Spanlsh, of course. He pussed all successfully and became
the first American trained doctor in Buenos Aires, He main-
tained a large practice there for more WUan 20 years; and
alko joined the Cansulting Stafl of the very fine British Hospital
nnd had the use of all hospital faciliti
Becomes Affilinted

Almost immoediately he became affilisted with many Argen

gationg. He served on the official board of Iglesta

was president of the Men's Club, and organized

r ity whith the heads of nine religiouy faiths spoke on
yfecis a8 the work of the church apainst Communism

ke belore solth mectings on subjects including “Wonders

amy" and “Fhilately,” hoth hobbles of hls own whith

ardently pursuing.  He arranged hobhy  exhibitions

clive In Masonie tarects, Jolped the American Club

my of e, Giles

stamps: are o boards, held down with paper chips and raliber: bands,

el as those shown in this pleture, I the background 1s a telescope, another of Dr. Giles' many

holihies,

D Giles i shown beree in Bils “stamp room’ 0 his apariment ab Rogue Valley Manor with

some of {15 caliinoels

the Soclety of the River Plate, and the Asocicion Univercitaria
Norteamericana

Dr. Giles gave many lectures in Buenog Alres
the subjects were “Populution Pressure,"
chaeology in Patagonin.” ““Witchoraft
Naupuche Indians in Chile ™

In preparation for these talks, he tracked the Yerba pliant
across Brazil and the Uy Hiver region to study s native
state; for his archaeology lecture he accompanied arehicologist,
Professor Menghin, on two expeditions; he went o Chile Lo
observe witcheraft, and by taking medicines along he was o
lve with and study the Indians, He managed il this by making
his vacations do doubile duly.

He had long before suecumbed to the lure of stamp colloe-
tion and became the President of the Buenos Alres Philatelie
Society and organized the first Philatelie Congress held in
Argenting. He wis, ol course, ropoating the same “intredible™
program ol husy, busy hours

Halian Classie Stamps

D, Giles irierest in philately had it
lection of lalian Classie stamps when traveling through' Ty
on Iis eetirn (rom service in Franee. He soon had 8 splendid
collection of those “clissicn.” His stomp hobby hoas gone on
and an and grovn and geown until, with anyone but Dr. Ghes,
It would have hecome Whiand.  Hig collection is housed in
e room of thelr Manor apartment. This rtom and (s ine
eredible” contents must he seen to be belleved. IF transferred
o some hobby exhibition, It would stop the show

There are high, low ind wide cabinets everywhoere
dtawer types are [lled with thousends of stamps;
cabinel drawers contuin todsands o
logies; high and norrow cabin filled with stumps in high,
narrow envalopes; several lotterdiling cabinets holds stamps in
[olders: one cabinet houses albums of stamps; even in his bath-
room are shelves ho has budld to hold longg, narrow hoxes of
stimps: on table e piles of sorted stamps; held
to cardbionrd by rubber bands. He also manages footuek in
magazines and books on philately here and theee In the room

He has, of course, stamps which are Tar beyond my com-
prehension, Far instance, he has stamps attached to the orig
inals covers (of Un contniners which were (lown to the Pacilic
and dyapped. IS many stumpe attiackpd o origingl covers un
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doubledly make his collection: more interesting and valuahle,
although he also has blocks of stamps he bought in bulk. Dr.
Giles soys no thiel would know what to take of whete to find
i, whereas an “ineredible” feature of all this s thal he knows
whit he has and where to find it e s sorting the stamps by
tople and country anid cataloguing them — a8 o (ull Ume oe-
cupation for his rebirement vears
Interested In Sclentille Gadgels

Dr. Giles' inquiring mind has evir been interested In all
things &elentific and in new sclentifle gadgets, In his carly days
In New Yark, le hilched the carphones of his crystal sel (o a
large moegaphone. Then he placed it in an open window and
proceeded to broadeast the Dempsey-Carpentier fight (o a huge,
astonished audience in the strool outside, This was before the
diays of the “loull speaker.'

He maintained this scientific interest while in Argentina and
oo the Associotion of Technologlsts of the River Plate,
later becoming vive president of that association

Dr. Giles also enjoyed the study of astronomy.  He reluctants
Iy lelt behind & fine, large telescope In Argenting, because
Dictitat Peron's ordors prevented people (rom taking  many
things oul of the country in fagt almost all things. So now,
also i (his “incredible™ room, he has a borrowed telescope.
Placed near o window, pointing foward the heavenly space
above our mountains, it 1s ready for instant vse. During the
late eclispe, he took a number of fellow-members to our pent-
house rool to use this Instrument, and, while guarding their
eyes from harm, he poured (orth sclentifi= information.

Has Model Rallroad

Like many other men, Dr, Giles always adored the hobby of
modol ratlronding, but he perfected It o the “nth" degree by
hullding intvleate, teiplelovel assemblies with dozens of remote

controls — much to the delight of his own wnd the neighborhood
smull-liy
Bir. Giles' plan to devote his time after retirement to his

stamp collection didn't hold, From the beginning he has been
in the thick of planning and working for our Manor programs,
He seleets and: renls all ol films; he exhibits in: philatelie
shows or acts an Judge o chairman; ho works in our local
Methodist Church; he gives lectures beflore numerous groups.
When I say that Dr. Giles is still pursuing his hobbies, T mean
he s pensely Interested in study. inquiry and experimendation,
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