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When shadows claim the Sugar Pine trail {ar up in the
Elk Creek country and the ground erupls with fungi, it is
easy tn believe Lhat leprechauns come: oul and dance in fairy
rings of mushrooms.

On slopes of Diamond Lake, 1oo, where rishes could be
hiding places for the “little people,” there scems good rea-
son for the fairy rings

Giant toadstools offer wanted shelter for Insects as they
prepare for one last meal along.the Union Creck trall before
winter ice makes stickers of fern fronds and destrovs the
fungus parasols,

Bul what purpose does a falry ring serve on a lawn in
the city of Medford where no flight of the imagination can
confure up a troop of the wee folk who inhabit the rushy glen,
some gardeners ask

Warning Issued About Mushrooms

Departing from [antasy Lo (act, mushroom fancicrs an-
swer: “They are for eating.” And here is where Fred Law-
rance, 1422 Euclid Ave., Medford, recognized mycologist,
Issues & warning

“People should not be tempted to pick and eat unless
they know what Lhey are picking, All mushrooms that grow
in & ring are nol ‘fairy-ring mushrooms’, and some are very
poisonous."

The marasmius oreades or fairy-ring mushroom is edible
and palatable, ton, with & nut-like flavor, but there is now
n Japanese import thal resembles it closely and it is being
found in the Portland area and may be here, Lawrence cau-
tinned, 1L Is very poisonous,

There are 40 to 30 mushrooms thal grow i a ring. The
ones recently found in the Union Creck plenic area, growing
In a ring under the svergreens, are of the clitoeyvhe genus,
Lawronee said

The fungus crop this vear In city, eountey and mountain
areas has been one of the largest noted i many years, my-
cologists point oul

There has beon & humper crfop ol edible mushrooms, too,
hul the crop is now past its prime. Many of the mushrooms
are waler soaked, some are frosted and may soon be deco-
rated with icieles, November was their month! Thev have
been so plentiful along Laurelhursl, Obenchain and Cobleigh
roads in the Bulte Falls and McLeod areas thal they woere
visible to passing motorists

There are 2,000 different species of mushrooms in the
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Northwest, Lawrence. whose sprolalty (s the corals, ex
plained. Many are edible. bul some are poisonous and those
thal are poisonous are very polsonpits

Botanists do not separate the toadstools from mushrooms
The less scientific mind, however, classilies the edible varie-
lies as mushrooms and the poisonous ones as toadstools

Explode From Ground

In eolors that rival the spectrum red, vidlel
and gold, shading into chartreuse — the mushrooms explodod
from the ground this avlumn in practically all mountain
reaches, The brightesl ones appearcd in Lhe shadiest places.
Great clusters of coral were (ound, too. Screencd by the flam
Ing vine maple, these growths, resembling oceanie life, of-
[ered line and color Lo tempt the artist

Similar 1o brown velvet some mushrooms appeared with
gills of yellow or chartreuse, The orange ancs, emerging [rom
A bed of moss, offered the most striking contrast and an
nbyious expression of nature's determination to bring from
the soll one more eruption of color before show carpels the
earth

If there iz not a heavy [reeze this mushroom growth may
continue, . iwrence volunteered, Some years, he explainetl,
he has gathered mushrooms throughoul the winter in the
mountain areas.

To make these the delectable thing gourmeis write about,
the proper enoking must be done, Lawrence said, adding thal
this is a study in itself.

Addresses Portland Soclely

Lawrence, who recently addressed the Portland Mycology
Sociely on the corals, has oblained much of his knowledge
and training in mycology (rom Dy, Alexander H. Smith, pro-
fossor of mycology at the University of Michigan, Bul nol
his_information on the corals. For this, his souree s 5, 00 H
Corner, lecturer at Cambridge Univorsity in: England, a rec.
outtzed world authord corals

There are between 75 amd 100 specles of corals Tound
in Oregon, alone, aceording to Lawrence, o recogmized au-
thority but one who modestly insists upon limiting his area
lo Oregon,

The corals have their host lrees, One kind grows tndet a
fir, another kind under a laurel. They are nol supposed Lo
grow under pines, bul Lawrence says he has found (hom
there, He has been collecting for eight vears. Corals have
many irregularities, he has found. "They appear in a variety
of shapes and sizes. They are influenced by altitude ns well as
their hosts.

Most of them are edible, the Oregon expert said. He has
found only Iwo that are not. One is jelly-like in consistency
awl the ather has bright yellow tips and salmon-cologed
hranches, He doesn’t think these are poisonous, but they are
so bilter after cooking they are not considered edible

Mseavers New Specie

In the Jacksonville aren, Lawrence hus discoverod a new
specie of mushroom of the genus hygrophorous, 1t has heen
named “Specle Lawrencel” in the monograph recontly ' pub:
lished, Dr. Smith declared i n previously unknown specle

In his collection Lawrenee has a copy of Do Smith's book,
“Musghrooms in Their Natural Habitat,” 1t is now out of print
and recently sold on the New York markel with a book of
recks for in excess of $170, Lawronce sald.

Dr. Smith has collected specimens in this area. Five voars
agn he set up his laboratory in Grants Pass and Lawrence
worked with him there and in the field. He furnished Law-
rence with the keys he uses in identification

There are 100,000 gpecies in the Tungus order, whieh in-
eludes the woady types and the molds (the onp from which
penieillin is made) as well as those commonly Known as foad-
stnols and mushrooms, Lawrence siid

Ways of Measuring

There are different waya of medsuring the mushroom or
fungus: growths: To some people they spell only trouble, They
detract from the smooth expansa of groen tawn and appeir in
connoction with turl fungus diseases, pink pateh and dollar
spot. They are a dongerous foeed, A lemplation (o the (nex-
perlenced. To others v are a weleame accent [0 cholee
fonds and un enchanting decoration of the fall and winter
earth.

The unusual prevalence of them this yedr is the result of
Just the right weather conditinng, Lawrence noted

arange

S0, whether they are found in g decomposed stump ahove
the J-foot elevation or in a “Golden Meadow,” such os
Johnny Gruelle created for “Raggedy Ann" the way of a

mushroom and the way of a toadstool are rir!lcrmlnmfllsy L
kind of glasses (rosecolored or clear) worn: by the follk who
appraise them
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Figure 1, Plate 3, shows what Fred Lawrente tonsiders Oregon's mosl beautiful eoval, 1t is
pale salmuon pmk in color, There are betwesn 75 and 100 spectes of coral found in Oregon
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The attyactive growth shiown
helow was noar o large
slann in the vieinily of Becky's
Cafee and eonld be elpssilied
as nalure's eniry for the gar
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Figure 1, Plate 10, |
il i the po

a coral Tound for the fivst Lme in Oregon by Lawrence, 1L wasn't includ-
wel, Flgure & shows how massive the stems of the coral can be, These drawings,
whith are in eolor, were done by Lawrence, who | an artist and u sign painter,
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