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Brown Contends That

By WEBSTER K. NOLAN

United Press International

SAN QUENTIN, Calil. (UPI)
. =The state of California, which
almost  every year execules
more criminals than any other
slute in the Union, has senl
only one person lo the gos
chamber this year

The death of James Abner
Bentley on Jan. 23 was the
S00Lh. execution at San Quentin
Prison. It happened in a slale
where an average of eight per-
sons die in the gas chamber
annually: and it happened n a
prison where 44 men currently
live on Death Row

In'early Novomber, Gov. Ed-
mund (. Brown, long an oul-
spoken foe of the death pen
ally, commented on these uns
ustial statistics,

“It's a situation,” sanid,
“that really means capilal
punishment has been repealed
by the courts;. 1 think I've
granted only two commutations
this year, and all the rest have
boen stiys by either the Su.
preme Court, the elreuil court
or (he state courls.”

Three days alter Brawn made
his slatement, the U.S. Supreme
Court granted a sty of exeuus
tion 1o Harold A ‘\pl'nu'r 8ix
days beloroe his date with death
Then, within 10 days, the high
court followed its action with
two more stays, both for men
scheduled to die In Deceinber

Grow In Number

During the past year, in a
state where the arguments for
ani againsl capital punishment
often rise to fever piteh, there
have beeh s0 miny sthys of ox-
ecutions  that prison  offleials
have had hookkeeping  prob-
lems in maintaining an ooci-
rate counl

nelther: Callfornia law nor the
| slate constitution provides for

For the past 30 years, state
legislators who have opposed
capital punishment  have al-
tempted to pass laws ‘making
the death penally illegal. The
matter has been debated elth-
er in committec or on the
flvars of the senate and the as-
sembly 10 times

It has [ailed of passage 10
times

Routine Continues

Yet, while julges git in sl
emn contemplation, listening o
the pleas ol altornevs for their
copndemned clients, and  while
legislutors in Sacramentu argue
about the pros and cons of cap
ital punishment, the drivary rou-
tine on dealh row conlinues

—Despite attempts at compro-
mise, such as establishing
maoratoriim o aholishing capital
punishmenl excepl . certiin
cages

-Despite parades of eminent
witnesses, such as  Episcopal
Blshop James A, Pike, [ormer
San Quentin Warden Clinton Duf-
Iy, Stite Allorpey Gieneral Ston-
loy Musk

Despite 1ol Uy rhetori

Hrown: “A harbaprie custom, o
modern equivalent of the Itaman
eireus, the lurkd and emotional
atmosphere in which  sociely
must render ith most awesome
Judgment e or deith for
ane of its citizens.”

State Sen. Donald 1. Grunsky,
i vigorous apponent of abolition
"Lot's stop worrying so. much
about these fionds, these killers,
these sex manines  and  start
worring aboul their vietims aned
their families.”

~Despite attempts ol drama
The situation has croated, in Assmbelyman: Lester MeMillan
effect, o bockdoor moratorhim | proposed this year fo televise o
on the death penalty, one that | seheduled quadiple execution

he ;

AL R 30 overy morning. guards
murch down the double row
awakening the men and handing

them their broakfnsts. At 10:30,
the eonvicts are permitted fo
leave their vells for three dnd

# hall hotirs
Thev can watch television in
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Courts Have Repealed Capital Punishment

a spectal death row recrealion
room; they can play ping pong,
checkers, serabble and  other
games; or they can visit a lis
brary which has been sel up
for their exclusive use adjacent
to their cell hlock

The men are allowed to study

in their cells or read newspapers
and magazines. A few have
taken up painting as a hobby
Others are conient Lo write lef-
ters, listen on earphones to the
prison radio or talk to convicls
in neighboring cells

At 2 pom., & combined din-
ier - supper is served, The din-
ner consists of the same kind

Capntol Memo

of food served to the pther 4,400
linmates at the prison, bul the
condemned men receive larger
portions, The supper, which the
convicls are advised Lo save un-

In a state where several ox-
ecutions have attracted national
and international headlines
(Barbara Graham, Burton Ab-
bott, Caryl Chessman and Eliz-
aheth “Ma" Duncan), none of
the present condemned conviels
has-achieved widespread nolori-
ety

May Claim Attention

But some of the cases may
vel come inlo nationwide prom-
inence:

Paul Kern Imbler, a 4
old Lruck driver who was con-

J-voars |

his young sister with a baseball
bal. The nature of his crimes
and his vouth may become con-
troversial factors in [uture hear-
Ings

John F, Viahovich, Donald
G. Franklin and Joseph Rosolo,
convicted as partners in crime
in eonnection with the 1659 slay.
ing of a southern California har
owner. The men were sentenced
a5 conspirators—nol murderers
— and the actual killer has nev-
er heen caught. A primary sus-
pect has been cleared by o vol-

homb inlo a Los Angeles tavern
alter the bartender refused to
serve them. Six persons were
killed
Double Killers

Several of the men on deuth
row are double killers. Others
are rape-slayers and still others
killed during the course of a
holdup (including Harold Spen-
cer, who murdered a laxi cab
driver while robbing him aof
$4.81)

The latest effort to revise the
caplital punishment statutes

the Senate Governmental Effis
ciency Committee killed a sim-
itar bill. A propesal {o pul the
issue to the voters did not even
receive a formal hearing.
Unless Brown decides to call
a special sossion, the issue will
not come before the legislature
until ‘at leasl 1965
On Death
Meanwhile, the
Death Row grows
tin. 44 men are walting, and
at Corona Institution for Wom-
en, California’s: only other cons

How
populiation on
Al San Quen-

double-slayer

Oregon Faces
Fiscal Hangover

By Zan Stark

SALEM (UPE) —The il
sesslon of the legislolure enacl-
ed the etonomy moves demanid-

spt

o

ed by the volers' Ocl, 15 tax
referendum
The result could be a $40 mil-

lion fiseal hangover

Thut may be the amount of
new revenue needed during the
1065407 biennium Jugl to main-
Lain the austerity level of state
services now in effeet.

Fiven if you eliminate all cap-
ital ennstruction for stale insti-
tutions  and  Wgher  education

that has been planned for, or
postponed to the next hieaninm
revenues may be $20 million

short of what will be needed

by Junking capital constric-
ton, chopping basie schoal aid
and  trimming  genornl fund

alency budgels, the legislnture
during the special session en-
dorsed the governor's program
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lo slice the stale’s $404 million
general fund budget 1o about
$360° million

Lawmakers also had o dip|
inta next hiennium's income for |
an additional $12 million to keep
the reduced budget in the black.

The $12 million, added to $4 |
milllon of one-shot revenues ap- |
proved during Ihe regular ses-
ston, means that through book-
keeping changes, $20 million of
income  that normally  would
have been collected during the
1965-67 biennium has been moved
ahead to help ease the bite this
hiepnium,

This “rob Peter o pay Paul”
move simply means Lhe state's
income will be $20 million short
nest hiennium

Leglslative Fiseal Officer Ken-
neth Brogg estimated the slate's
revenies next blennium may be
Aot $270 million

He estimated o $411 million
general fund budget would he
neoded just fo maintain cul-back
SCIVILCS

This fmeans Lh e 1960 legisias
ture will start off more than
&40 million short of what il
needs to help keep the state’s
hooks in the hlack

Brogg is quick to point oul
there are many variables thal
could change this piclure. Fed-
eral income tax cuts could in-
crease the stale's lax revenues
Further delay of building pro-
jocts could ease spending  re-

But the inescapable fact re-
mains that normal increases in
populntion at state institutions,
schools, colleges and universi-
tes will demand more spending

Lawmakers will be spending
mueh of their time hotween now

and the next legislative session
trying to find an answer

I seems  there may be no
way to avord having to raise

wilditional revenue

Thxpayers are going o have
to hegin thinking now aboul
such unhuppy  possibilities  as
siles and cigaretie tnxes, and
revision ol the state's personal
income Inx laws

While the Oct. 15 referendum
resulled  in economy, anothor
tax referendum in quick order
could resull in fiseal disaster
e Uregon

Scientists Exchange
Resecarch Findings

FLGENE Eileven visiting
serontists from  Oregon, Wash-
ington, Arfzona, Howail, and Al-
Ierts will i\\iu{ll“ redent re-
seatch findings in three. panel
lizcussions Dee. 6 and'7 on the
University of Oregon campus

oecasion will be the
plonal meeting of the D

of  Unmparative  Endocrinolo,

of the American Soctety of L
Lo be held at the Etrh
temorial Student Union
It panel  participants . will
s ¢ uss neurosecrstions and
nedrohumoral offects in verte-

brates, problems in vertebrale
enifocrinology, and invertebirate

hormones and nedrohomors

i
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| demned  prisoner,

til evening, s generally com- victed of the 1961 murder of a untary lie detector test, and in | pame this year, The bill, intro: ' jya Kroeger, is waiting

prised of fruil and sandwiches. Los Angeles  grocer during a addition. seripus questions have | gyeerd by MeMillan, called far Whatever their erime. they
The lights never go out on holdup, received a stay of ex- been raised about the reliabili- 5 four-voar moratorium on the all know they still will have

death row. But most of the men ccution when one of the witness- 1y of testimony in their trial death penalty excepl In cases (Neir ddy in’ copp

Clyde Bates and Manuel
Chavez have attracted some at-
lention because they have been
on death row [or more than six
vears, They were sentenced Lo
die [or throwing a gasoline

involving double killings, kidnap
murders, slaying of law enflorce-
ment officers and killing in pri-
s0n

The assembly  passed
measure by a close vole

es ol his trial repudinted his own
testimony

Juseph B, Morse, a 16
vear-old San Diego youth, who

relire at  about 10 p.m. All
that remains in the silence are
the 44 sleeping prisoners, a ser-
geant in charge and iwo gun
rail officers, each armed with beat his mother to death with a
a rifle and a sidearm rock and then fatally bludgeoned

If the past 10 months of court
aclions have any significance,
this means they all have a
chance, perhaps & good chance,
to escape death in the tempo-
arily out-of-use gas chamher

the
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