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Lake Tahoe Being Threatened With Pollution From Sewage |

By GEORGE SKELTON

. United Press Internntional 1€

AL TAHOE, Culif, (UPI) --!
Mark Twain once called Lake
Tahoe “the lovelicst sight the |
whole earth afiords." |

People don't speak that way
any more — ospeclally  about |
Lake Tahoe.

Justly or mot, this famed
Sierra resorl 6,235 fect high on!
the California-Novada border s
helng dubbed everything trom
“a  cesspool for  gambling |
joints,” “'a recredtionnl slum”
and “a city with & hole in the
middle” o “a Sierra Coney
Istand." [

Al the same time, i's being
acclaimed a5 Nevada's now
't wesort, the Ucoming Veg-!
as," “the pinnacle of sucvess’” |
for entertainers and “Ameri-
ca's allsyear playgrotnd”

Top Performers

Tahoe howsts the world's tap
night club performers, some of
its most exquisite beouly, !
enough gambling to satisfy uny- |
body and more husiness than il
cun handle, Add these up and
they total (rouble.

The 21.6 mile long lake, one
of the three clearest in the
world, Is threalened by sewnyge
pollution, Along the shore, reon
motor lodge signs dangle from
pine limbs. “Buy now'  hill-
hoards replace timber in the
forests, “Indian Irading posts,”
Yearnivals,"! homburger Joints,
overrun lots — they're avery-
where. Californla plans to ring
its side of the lake with o free- |
way or “parkway.’ And, al -
though Lake Tahoe has 70 miles
of shoreline, only seven are

publie,

From Mark Twain's day un-
til'a decade ago uehanization of
Tahoo's wilderness moved slow- |
Iy, Civilized Nle at the sledpy
lake disted miinly of o fow
millipnuires’ homes, some sum- |
mor cabins:  Seatlened rv.-nrt-~|
and eomp  grounds.  The  bip
was long and hard, ‘

Bul gambling, freewnys, win-
tor sports and plenty of promo: |
tion changed all that in the ear-
Iy l060s.

Now thousands artive daily
hy alrpline or on Iwo lr.‘lnf,rnn-l
tnental highways, Wherens (he
trip from San Francisca  for
merly ook days, the 200 plug
miles now are traveled helore
lunch

In summer, turisis
swimming suits, hoats, Hshing
gear and hiking bools In wine
ter, thev lash: skies to the e
roof and  head  [for  meaprby
Squaw Valley, site of the 160
winter Olymplies, or  Heavenly
Valley, to ride a new tramway, |

Fxpenses |

But always thov bring their
witllots, And;, ns Il deawn mnig-
netleally by e raceledigesle
atmosphiere ol goming  Lables
andd showgirls, and Jinle-jonghe |
ol slol machines and  honky
tonk, they scurry o one of &
docen Nevadn cosinos that sep-
arite e two stales al elthor
ond of the lake

By far the most popular and
successiul of these are the (wo
big ¢lubs at south shore — Hiar-
rah's and  Harvey's  Wagon
Wheel,

Although oflicial ligures never
are divalged, informed sourees
say Marrah's Tahoe operation
is the biggest in Novadia: Thes
soy Hirveys is number thise
And these (o, they adil, oper-
ate more slol machines thad the
entire Loy Vepas “strip

“Wo hat notideq of getting o8
big ns we are" BHL Harveah
says, “Bul wo el lucky oni
fn awhile"

Harrah's — populneity tem
Targely from the top drawer en:
tertalnment he hooks, For 540
i||,|‘|1|l|.|\1’.‘, X, » person may kil
in Horesh's  Iaxutions  South
Share Boom with four deinks o
his eholee  and waotch the
world's Loy talont

At nowonder, Marrah pros
vides his top stars with o beael
house, motel sitites, speed bom
and oven o RollsRoyce

“lavaes'

Haresh's “favars” don't step
with the performers. He ofters
babysitting service for ohildten
of all mges, and viclually Tree
vound trip bus transpotation
from. the San Francisco Bay
Area. These trips nverage ahout
3 danly

Actoss the  street, Harvey
Grosh openvd shop in BHS with
six slot machines and a small
hisy viear he comgileted an
Thstory, $86 million: hotel and
gol so hig he deehled to disco
tinue as “unnecossary™ all el
tered bus trips

“We've had 1o
sinea Apeil and hove 101 booked
hetween now  and nest dun
explaing  publicist Lou  Hardy

Harvey offers unkgue
He buses  hundred: [ Vied
toners to church edeh Sundiy

AL north shore, one of Ta
hoe's top atleactions foy  too
past twa yoars has been Frank
Sinatra’s Cal-Neva Db, He
one often found everyhaly Lrsin
Sammy Davis twisting in the
lotnge (o Dean Martin and Si
natra clowning i up on state
Howaever, oo muny peaple otice
saw Cosa Nostra boss Sam G
ancann, the type of clientele
frowned on by Nevada state ol
ficinls, S0 Sinstra doesn't opers
ale the Cal-Neva any longer, |

Tourist Types |

What kindd of tourists come to
Tahoe?

A Harraly's offieln] sys “they-
‘re generally from tho middle
plass up. The average person
here is o @y who s ool try
Ing 1o make his forfune, bl
gomeone wWho Is ol for an eve
ning or & weekand — you koow I
having a ball”

h'ing

oonventions |

LY

Edward Olsen, the Nevada
Ing Control Board chairman
says Tuhoe Is “vertainly not™
replacing Vegas as

“Tihoe Is coming and is
growing, no guestions about
that, but I's a differont type
of thing thun Vegus'' Olsen
soys,  “It's more like Reno

There dre proportionalely more |

middle income people coming to
Tahoe and Heno than lo Vegs
as. Voegas seemingly has more
people  with' a  little  extra
wealth."

Interesting Report

gruss winnings released hy the
stato, [or April through June,
nre interesting
Vegas' (ke sUll was 34 times
that of south shore Tahoe, the
deser! o was  down  aboul

three per cont compared (o the |

| was up about 6.7 per cent,

the hang-|  Many theorles ire advancsd
ouf ‘{Dr the so-called "high-roll-{ ot Tahoe ay to why “the luke |federal government, two states,

Hon  recently
Is people.”
|year population of (He entice | lem &l present is south shore |

However, the latest quarterly |§

Although Las |

same period & year belore. ends, By comparison; neighbors
Meanwhile, Tahoe south shore | ing alpine County in California
hais a population of uround 400,

To make mallers worse, the

in the sky'" changed [fom & five eountles and 76 smaller

[quiot, Alpine wilderness Shun: | 88encies all have some  juris-

ari-la lo-a brightly lit; skyscrap diction over Lhe luke, Efforts 1o
ored gambling confer besot with plice a bi-state commission in
countless problems. charge of public recreation £

But & Nevada consulting en- far hove failed. And the lake

glneer hit it right on the bits lacks  oven ane  incornoraied
when he  said: | City, alihaugh there s a move

“The problem al Lake Tahoe "il .f_"“" Gl (00 (he:Teoul
i nol sewago or gambling, 1 3More.

Controversy
In 1950, the permanent all-|  The most controversial proh-
+ mile Tahoe basin | sowage whal to do with it
v 2T Now i's 17,006 | When the sowage, eyven Lrealed
and | growing ot the [fantastie | to highest standards, is pumped |
annual rate of 30 pir cont, On | to spreading graunds, it has a
peak lourist dayvs, the popula- \way of seeping back into
tion hits about 150,000 strenms which [low inta Tahoe

And by 16d0, thoraIL be more | This: causon algae and threats
than 400,000 here on g woek- | ents o min the lake's clarity

The Leke Tahoe Area Coun-
vil, a privale organization, {i-
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“reciless  publicity  relepses”
that “destroy  the

image’ of the luke,

Meanwhile, Harroh's is going

story  hotel costing - anywhere
Brown savs gouth shore ol |[from $12 (o $25 million. A sim-
ready 5 virtually “a reerva- | llar structure is heing congtruet.
Lional slum." And he bis asked | od nearby by the Del Webb
his agencies to come up with a | Corp.
wiy to “save” the rest of ‘the Apd sn' eight-story hotel saon |
ke will rise on the California sida
“To  build more gambling  Thomas Wolfe once said "'you
joints on the Lake Tahoe shore can't go home again.”
i o my mind saeriligeous,”"  And the same applies here.
Brown says. “Let them havs!  Right now the big questions |
their gambling al Los Vegas or are: “Where do we 2o from
Reno, but they ought to sty here? and “Will success spoil
away. from Lake Tahoe" Luke Tahoo?"
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Evary Yuletide the merry tinkling of the m|
Salvation Army's bells a1t the Christmas .i
kettles on Medford streets is a reminder .

of the fine humanitarian work of this -
"Army” of infernational scope and influ-
snce. We salute the Salvation Army's staff
here faor tis less work in behalf of less
fartunate people . . . the members of the
Selvation Army citizens board, tos, and

the Medfard service ¢lub veluntecrs whe

help 1o man tha Christmas ketiles!

Medford Pharmacy

101 Morth Central, Corner bih L] 7726253

We Salute Qur Town!
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MR. KRIS KNOWS
EVERY WOMAN WANTS
VAN RAALTE SLIPS...

215 E Main 14 N. Central

773-7484

A, ELECANT NYLON TRICOT
FEATURES FLORAL CASCADE
LACE LINED WITH ILLUSION® |
ON THE BODICE OF THIS |
LOVELY SLIP AND AT THE |
HEM PROPORTIONED |
SIZES 32 - 40, BEIGE, MIST

WHITE, BLACK.
9.95

B, CUT OUT CALAIS ROSE LACE
OUTLINES THE ENTIRE BOD-
ICE, HEMLINE AND SIDE
SLASH OF THIS LOVELY SAT-
IN'SAUVETTE SLIP, PROPOR-
TIONED LENGTHS, SIZES 32-
38. BLACK OR SAND.

6.95
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worldwide | nhead with plans to build a £5- |

MEDFORD
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R&K KNITS
FOR THE

HOLIDAYS...
|

These irresistible superb wool knit tulls have 1hat REK special
something

Left, three-piace ottoman knif suit in bright navy and while....39.95

39.95

Right. two-piece ripple knit, white with coral skirl

Sizes 10-20, order by mail or phone.

I suits, 2nd floor

NOTHING'S SO PARTY-RIGHT

» GOLD!

Jocquelina‘ aid

Choese the high heel ar
the mid heel with rich
trushed kid vppers and
latest lowered top:lines,

Pertact party.goers give
yeu that 24 cara) look
with even your !-".lpic;l
drossosl




