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mous last stand of Gen, George
Armstrong Custer and five com-
panies of the famed 7th Caval-
ry on the Little Big Horn June
25, 1876, Is the main attraction
this season of the Whitney Gal-
lery of Wostern Arl.

The epic painting of Cuslor's
battle against 1 he Sioux and
other Plains tribes was moved
from the Maontana Historical
muscum at Helena to become
the focal polnt of a largde col
lection of Western Amerlcann
here in the Whitney gallery and
the Buffalo Bill museum,

The painting by Edgar S,
Paxson, moved here by his heirs
over prolests from the Montana
museum director, celebrates one
of the best known military en-
gagements in American history.
1t is supplemented by a collec-
tion put together by Dr. Har-
old MecCracken, direelor of the
gallery, of a group of other im-
portant pictures and original
documents relating to the last
sland, !

Portraits

There are portrails of Indian
chiefs and warriors who par-
ticipated in the “massacre” and
an oxhibit of two of the more
signilicant documents involved
— Gon. Alfred H, Terry's offi-
cial report of finding the bodies
of Custer and his men on the
field of baltle and Terry's field
report on the battle to Gen, |
George Crook. |

The Paxson puinllni(. com- |
pleted in 1800, is six by nine
feel in sizo and depicts Custer
in huckskins, grasping his side.
He s surrounded by 65 of his
troops. All were killed in the
battle, one of the most contro-
versial In American annals.

Because of a recent contro- |
vorsy over the painting itself, |
MeCracken resenrched the his- |
torical authenticity of the cans
vas, chocking it against offienl
and olher records, the artist's
notes  and  diories and  other
paintings of the battle.

"It is my conclusive opinion,” |
he said, *that the Kdgar 8, Pax-
son painting of ‘Custer’s Last|
Stund’ must be aceepled #s the
most  accurate portrayal that
we have of the historie battle
of the Little Big Horn."

No White Men

No white man is known lo|
have wilnessed or survived the
balttle

Maxson moved to Montana in
1877, a year after the baltle,
and spent 42 years there

“In preparing his notes and . 4 !
skotches, Paxson had made it a green in waist sizes 29 to 42, SWEATER
purpose to  make friends of | Sixes 22
muny of the mosl importint 6 to 12

Incliins who had personally par-
ticipated In the [ght, learning
lo converse with them in their
own dialect and also by the sign
languige,” McCracken said. A
number of these he induced to
accompany him to the hattle site
and there relate what happened.
He hod the great advantage of
belng ‘liked' by the Indians
They named him 'Col-lo-see’
(He Sces Eversthing), and the
most relicent of the noted chiels
and warrlors posed for him to
aint their portraits, and talked
reely

“Among the Indians  who
through the vears contributed
viluably 1o the accuracy of the
Paxson painting was the Sioux
war chiel Gall. who commanded
the hostiles in the attack; also
he had cut out the heart of
Capt. Tom Coster, the Gener'
al's brother; Chisl Twa Moans
leader of (hefighting  Chey-
ennes: and many ol the lesse

Hospitals Fail

To Inform, Claim

NEW YORK (UPIY — Hospi-
tals have (alled to explain thelr
rising cost problem to a publi
weary of the influtionary cyvele
of health cate costs, a publie|
relations executive told the A5th
annual meoling of the Amerd-
can Hospital association

Aaron D. Cushman, [ he ex.
pert, said hospital costs spiral
upwards with little er no expla-
nation or attempt by hospitals
to educate the public as to the
reason.

There are aboul 15,000 banks
in the US. asx compared with
about 80,000 during the early
1020's. |
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. Sanferized®

DETACHABLE

HOOD

Water Repellant

PARKAS
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® 16-0z. quilt lined body ahd slesves.
® Langth 34" on size 40.
® Fly front cancealed haavy duty

tipper.
® Draw siring waistband.
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® Four large roomy pockets

Detachable Hood ., . Lined With
Dynel® Modacrylic Pile Lining
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17-0t. whipcard pants of nylan blend. Exira
strong, extra heavy. Full cul, acid resistand,
waler repellent. Completely washable. Forest

3-POUND
SLEEPING

DACRON
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DOUBLE KNEE
CORDUROY
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QUILT-LINED
WORK AND

UTILITY JACKET

Special
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Rugged 11.0z. coflon
with Du Pent's Dacron
quiltad to nylen, lining.

treated and water repallent.

*.

'Firebird'
fiber

twill

fill 'gg"

Scolchgard ™

Automatic

wash ‘n wear. In charcoal, anielopa and

loden! Value!

WASH ‘N WEAR
HEAVY DUTY
WORK PANTS

waist sizes

30 to 46

insfeam sizes
29 1o 34

498

Rugged blend of Orlon® acrylic, cotton
n Du Pant "420° nylon for easy:care, long
wear, work pants, Gives warmth without
weight, Good looking enough for areund

the house, Propartion cut!
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