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Open Season Appearing on

By JOSEPH L. MYLER

United Press  Internutinnal

WASHINGTON (UPD—This
seems (o be the open season
on scientists

They are under attack from
many quarters. Some of the
hardest blows have come from
stientists themselves

Many of the knocks have
been delivered, if not with a
blunt instrument, at loast
bluntly. For example, Dr. Phil-
ip H. Abelson, editor of the
magazine Science, said recent-
Iy that

“The scientilic community
has not responded adequately
{0 the high trust placed on it
by the nation."

No one is suggesting Uhat
the 20th century world can or
wants o get along without sci-
ence. Science undoubtedly is
here o stay

Alfair 1s Flagging

But in Congress the love al-
fair between  scientists  and
lawmakers which begin with
the wartime conquest of the
awesome alom appears (o be
flagging

The House chopped the Na-
tional Science Foundation's
budgel from the $589 million
asked by the administration
to $323 million

Al the same time, the House
cub the space exploration pro-
gram from 35.7 hLillion 1o %51

billion, whittling for the first
fime an undertaking of the
government which until this

year had seemed immune Lo
congressional eriticism,

The House also voted 366 fo
0 to croate # specinl commil-
lee Lo investigate federally fi-
nanced research and develop
ment projects generally  anid
spocifically. The House Sel-
eace ond Astronaulics comimits
lee, meanwhile, will make #
similar investigation

Support for Projects

Support for rescarch proj-
ecls, including space explora-
Uon, hit $14.9 billion for the
fiscal year which started July
1. Less than a quarter of a
cenluty ago, in 10, the fed-
eral government was spend-
ing only $7 million for such
work

Sinee 140 research and des
velopment spending has dou-
hled every three Lo four yenrs
Miany congressmoen, as well
as others, are appalled

Scientists say most of this
money I8 boing spent on hord-
ware, not on science, Bul con-

gressmen and the lay public
do not exactly understand the
distinction  which  sclentists
mike hetween pure. research
o the one hand and engineer-
ing development on the other

This may be hecause scien:
tists themselves have flocked
in large numbers to big and
costly government programs,
such as atomic power develop-
menl and space exploration,
which are concerned as much
with exploiting as with ereat-
ing knowledpe,

A Voeal Critie
Atholson 18 one of the most
voeal critics of the $20 hillion

project o land men on the
moan before 1670, He s nol
alone, But there is more o

the story than the moon proj-
el

After Waorld War 11, scien-
tists were ealled upon by both
Oongress and the publie to
give expert advice on affairs
i which they were not always
expert and to make final judg-
ments on fssues about which
sclentists themselves were di-
vided

It developed that sclentists,
too, were people. Many will
remember the conflict within
Lhe sclenlific community over
the possible clfects of man-
kind on the small amount of
radiation exposure resulting
from delayed fallout sproad
around the world by nuclear
tesls, Some scientists magni-
fied the elflects; others mini-
mizod them.

Some Things Not Polite

This was confusing, nol ta
sny  maddening, to the non-
selentisls,  Learned  dodlors

tinouneced eael other in pul

liee and before  congressional
committees, Some of the
things thov said aboul each
other were nol, o say the
Teast, politg

This same sorl of confusion,
Lthis cleavage among members
of the scientiflic elites, mani-
fested iself during Senate
hearings on the lmited nuc-
lear st ban treaty

One scientist said the treaty
would hurt the ted Stales
Another sald it would hurt
Russia. A third sald it would
alfect both nations dbout the
same wiy. As the Federation
of American Scientists put it

Apparent Contradiction

“Many Senalors found

themselves porplexed by the

apparent  cantradictions  be-
tween Lhe  testimany of dif-
forent scientists ™
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Many similar F\nmp!r\ nf

disagreement among the “ex-
perts” could be clted.
Sclentists obviously have

not undertaken in any organ-
jzed wiy to sel themselves up
as high priests of a particu-
larly esoteric cult, Their in-
ability to close ranks among
themselves rules out any such
attempl

Still, selentists do scem 1o
be difforent from ordinary
maortals. Exaggerated notions
about them have Laken root
in the popular mind. There
are good scientists, who cre-
ate halms and panaceas, and
there are barl sclentists who
invent bomhbs and  poisons—
nr a0 some people scem (o be-
lHoye

Only An Image

Dael  Wolfle, publisher
Selence, sald  recently
far many  Americans
seientist “is only an imoge
and never a reality in  Lhe
sonse that the local doctor,
lawyer, banker, and merchant
are living realities "

It is possible lo revere the
scientist. It s hard not to
when you think of a Newlon,
a Planck, an Einslein, a
Paull, or a Fermi, Il is also
possible o despise him

Dr. Robert M. Hutchins,
president of the Center for
the Study of Democratic In-
atitutions, does not  believe
the scientisl has much to offer
toward solution of  man’s
moral and intellectun]l  prob-
lems. Hutehing, former presi-
dent of the University of Chi-
cago, says

YA seientist has a lmited
edication. He labors on fhe
topde of his dissertation, wins

of
that
the

the Nubel Prize by the time
he is 85, and  suddenly  has
nothing o dn he has no

alternative but to spend 1he
test of his life making a nuis-
ance of himsell ™

Serles of Papers
The center which Hutchins
hends recently  published a
series of papers charging thal

“a majority of American
sclentists,  especially  those
connected with the ms priv-

gram, are nol acling in the
best inlerests of a [ree so-
ciety."

Another  porson
since has disabused himself
af the notion that scientific
enterprise will save the world

who  long

ix David E. Lilienthal. Lilien
thal, the first  chatrman of
the 1S Atomic Energy com-

mission, has worked miuch of
his lile with scientists

In o just puhlished hook, he
aceused thom in effect of get-
ting ton big lor their breeches
They involye themselves as
fxperts In "non cientific
areas of human affairs.™

Hecause he invented the A
homb, the selentist *'seerme
(o take on some of the at-
tributes of his world-shaking
creation; there was, in the
public mind,” Lilienthal saud
“something unearthly, sofg
thing superhuman, something
uncanny about him

Selentist Confused

And with burgeoning of vast
new  govermmaent enlerprise:
Lilienthad the  seientist
got “eonfused  with
Cratic impulse (o justity
penditure  and  see that
yeur's hudgel s higher
lnst's.""

The space program
petsal the moment |
thal said, “to be the most o
temstve illustration  of  what
has happened to selence
through its absorption e a
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