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Duescher Pulls Plane

By ROBERT J. SERLING
UPI Aviation Editor
~ WASHINGTON (UPI) — This
is the story of a plane, a pilot,
and a disaster that didn't hap-

n :
Go back to July 12, 10s3 | A F
Shortly before 11 p.m. (CDT), |

a United Air Lines Boeing 720

Jet commanded by Capt. Lyn-!

den E. Duescher was cruising
over Nebraska at 35,000 feet
The flight was number 746,
San Francisco to Chicago; The
Boeing was one of several
lanes United had modified for
ts one-class service — using
five - abreast seating and no
cabin dividers. Aboard were 53
passengers, the usual cross-
section of American social and
economic life found in any air
liner cabin
Belore leaving San Francisco,
Duescher had received a com-
pany weather forecast and an- |
alysis indicating a mild atmos-
pheri¢ disturbance building up
over Nebraska. A firm bellever
in the airline pilot's creed (“In
God we trusl — everything else
we check" ), Duescher turned on
his weather - warning radar |
sometime before entering the
suspected area
Climb Above Storm |

Flight 746 was approaching
O'Neil, Neb., when Duescher's
radar picked up mild turbulence
a few miles ahead. With tradi-
tional caution, he turned on the
seat bell sign. It was a routine |
and almost automatie aet, but
it was to prevent injuries in the
next few minutes. Al the same
time, the entire flight deck crow
fastened their shoulder harness- |
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DISASTER AVERTED—Lynden E. Duescher is shown here
seated at the controls of the plane in which he averted a dis-
aster in an emergency situation last July., He Is credited with
saving the lives of 53 passengers on a Uniled Air Lines Bneing|
T20. (UPD) |

clamping on tortured metal and
human bodies allke. The time
was 10:55 p.m. (CDT)

Al this precise moment, the
fate of the 53 passengers hinged
on Duescher’s instinctive reac-
tion vs. the training that is
drummed into the mind and
soul, of every jet pilot — “You
fiy ‘em by the book. not in
stinet.™

Instinet told him to bring the
nose up as quicklv as possible
Instinet told him that he had to
act fast or the dive might tear
off his wings

But In this instance. instinct
wis a blood - brother of panic
Duescher did not panic. He
knew he lacked control over his

| elevators. But he also knew he

still had plenty of sky between
the 720 and the ground. He re

sisted the human, normal im- |

pulse to move the elevatlors as
soon as the dive started. He let
the Boeing fall, using wing flaps
and spoilers to keep the speed
down, hoping to regain control
gradually. 20,000, 19.000. 18.000.

Returns to Normal
Gingerly and tenderlv, he
brought the voke back, The nose
came up. At 12,000 feet, flight
720 returned to a normal keel

In the cabin, there was no|
| outwisrd panic mainly because it
was dark outside, giving passen-

gers little with which to relate
about the plane's maneuvering.
But there still was fear, as
Duescher was to lind oul.

Flight 746 climbed to 41.000
and proceeded to Chicago
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ut of Dive-Saves 52 Lives

draft followed by an  equally
violent updraft — was nol only
unusual but almost unheard of
In the United incident, it must
have built up in a split - second
or i would have shown up on
radar. Later weather -eporis
showed that the condition lasted
only a few minutes and dimin-
ished almost as quickly as it
had developed

United since then has changed
Hs operations manual —increns:
ing the turbulence penetration
speed enough to prevent a stall
even in & severe updrafl

UAL President W. A Patter-
son wrote a personal letter to
most of the 53 persons who had
been aboard flight 746. It be-
gan

“Several weeks ngo svou were

A passenger on our flight 740
from San Francisco to Chicaga
| am sure the experience was
frightening to say the least 1
we are to be deserving o 1
conlidence, we must be ¢
pletely frank in providing you
with the facts involved in such
an invident

Patterson then went on to re-
late the circumstances! Speak-

g of Duescher in particular he |

added
I don't know of any experi-
ence where a {light officer kept

* his head and under such a se-
+ vere experience had the knowl-

edige of what not to do as well
as what to do under such con-
ditlons. We can all be gratelul
to him for the deliberate and
cool  <headed manner in which

he handled and solved such a
critical emergancy."

There was one more after-
math o the story of [light 746,

A [ew weeks ago, Patterson
invited Duescher and his crew
to lunch, He handed each a
check. The exact amount cannot
be revealed but it was in five
figures
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es as well as their own seal ) .
belts. to his copilol. "Ask ATC (Air
“Lel's seo il we can climb | Traffic Control) for 41,000."

above il,” Duescher suggested| Permission to climb Lo 41,000
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| fluid coursing through the con-| Civil Aeronautics board, United

The 53 passengers disembark-
was granted quickly. Duescher | ed. When Puescher lefl the
pulled back on the voke l:e'nlly'}'-‘hm"- some of thom‘hoord him.
— A move that sent h,\'drmmc| The Federal Aviation agency, |
trol system at a rate of 3,000 and Boeing conducted a thor- |
pounds per squara inch. One|ough invesligation of flight 746's
hundred and 36 feel behind the | brush with disaster. Significant-
cockpit, the massive elevators!ly, the incident closely resembl-
on the fail moved slowly andied what had led up to the fatal
the 720 began its climb | erash of another Boeing 720 in

Duescher peered into the|the Florida Everglades earlier
green radar screen. Still nnlhing| this year — a Northwest jet that
but mild turbulence ahead. The | disintegrated while climbing
720 nudged upward into a cloud | through severe thunderstorm
h-u"rnal:'a:-l}l I:Jul unkmu}: |o!1h(ri-.iturhulon(-o
crew of flight 746, in the clou ' Ik Bow
lurked a potential Killer. 36,000, Vesdicl Unksown
37.000. 37,500 The CAB has nol issued a

The bottom of the sky sudden- | verdict on the Northwest crash.
ly drapped oul But there is considerable evi-

The Boeing was caught in an | dence that the plane was vaught
abnormally severe downdrall. | in a severe updraft, resulting in
Deuscher chopped his power | a stall and structural [ailure of
and brought the nose up — the | the elevators. The pilot may
accepted maneuver for redyc-| have tried to pull up the nose
ing speed In severe (urbulence. | loo soon, although that is pure

Jet Stalls | eonjecture. |

Then, withoul warning and hlnl hr{.::]p?r’::"'q_' Lh:1;f:,::r:;:w:t

with the nose still up and pawer e

cul, fight 746 plunged inlo an I
equally severe updrafl. 1l was
as if & giant fist had been push- i
ed against the Boeing's 21150. ReP’Y Is Given
preventing any forward motion.| NEW YORK (UPD) — “Dr.|
There can he only one resull in | Livingstone, [ presume," sald
such an unexpected loss of air| Sir Henry Morgan Stanley when
speed. The jet stalled. The nose | he mel Dr. David Livingstone.
went down and the plane fell| The greeting has been in-
off on one wing into & high-| mortalized in print. But what |
speed, almost uncontroll abie did Livingstone say in reply?
dive. The Coffee Brewing institule

Dr. Livingstone's ‘
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Home Furnishings

826-4351
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In the All New Shopping Center, White City o

Down it fell, “G" farces|reports he replied, "Just in tlmel
building up like a giant vise [{or colfee, Stanley."

BIGGEST
REACH

99 Million Consumers Read a
Daily Newspaper Each Weekday

These readers make up the largest audience available to any advertiser in any
medium. A recent study™ of this national newspaper audience shows that it in-
cludes 80 percent of all men and women over 21 ... and 72 per cent of all teen-
agers, age 15 and over, This huge and consistent readership can be depended
upon by advertisers because the daily newspaper is a habit with most people . . .
an established part of their everyday lives. For the national advertiser, this
amounts to almost the total market for any product. For the local advertiser, this
massive readership symbolizes the local reach of his own local newspaper - into
almost 9 out of 10 homes every day. No matter what the product or service an
advertiser wants to sell, more people can read about it in the pages of the daily

newspaper,

*“The Doily Newspoper And IYs Reading Public,” Audits and Survays Ce., Inc.
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