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Mail Tribune Staflf Writer
Many are the tales a telephone
operator of the early days could
tell— if she would talk. 4
She worked before the word
“automation’ was coined. She
worked in an era when Lhe
“wonderful invention'" needed a
warm heart and sympathetic
ear as well a5 human hands to
keep It operating in the manner
to which patrons so quickly be-
came acoustomed
With these stalements, Mrs
H. R. Burk of 111 King st., Med-
ford, agrees. She is the former

Edna Eifert, one of Medford's | |

earliest telephone operators— |
one of the first voices to re-
gpond to "Hello Central.”

When the exchange was new
an| communications poor, she
often had to repeat the conver-
sation for both participants.
Had To Be Trusted

“Central,” as she was called |
and she was [requently cslled.|
just had to be trusted and she
could be. The “helle’ girl's lips
were sealed then — and Edna's
are today. “VIP" and “‘top sec-
rel’ were not in her vocabulary |
but observiance of the Golden
Rule was in her characlor

Considering the exodus of fam.
{lies into this valley from the
east when Mrs. Burk was with
the telephone company, it s no
wild supposition to believe thal
there were many long distince
calls put through the Mediord
|‘\t‘hnl"l.|:i‘.

There were many romances
in the making and in the break-
Ing. Many big financial deals
wire being “firmed up™ in’ Med-
ford’s “Boom Days." Mrs, Burk
could probably write a bool
with a different angle on south-
ern Oregon history, just by quot-
ing those conversations, but any-
ane who thinks she is about to
belray thal trust is just a
dreamer.

Wil Not Be Told

The persons involved may be
“no longer of this world” but
their conversations on the Bell
telephone will not be told.

There were several telephone
companies in eosrly Medford,
present files of Pacific North-
wost Bell reveal,

There was the old Sunsel com-
pany, probably the first; the
Pacilic States company and the
Hame Telephone and Telegraph
company, Il was [lor Pacilie
that Edna worked.

There were two telephone dir-
ectories during one period of
the early 10008 with telephone

In Drug Store

'H

ENJOYS REMINISCENCE — Tecalling events early in this cen-
tury in Ada, Ohin, and Medford, Ore., to which she came in 1904,
Mrs. H. R, Burk. best known as “Edna,'" deseribed an era only
a few people remember. She was interviewad at her home regard-
ing hor experiences as a telephone aperator and a saloist,

oxchanges in Medlord and Ash.  iral. Narrow escapes from dis-
land, The fire depariment and | aeter and death wore sometimes
the police department had fum-
hers with each. If the person re-
porting a fire or Lrying to call
police Tailed 1o get a response
from the nmunber in Directory
No. 1, the patron was advised
to “call central” and ask for
the  Directory, No. 2, number.

uirl
Reenlls Hearing Volee

Edna recalls a voice whisper-
ing "I'm so sick She im-
mediately knew from whom the
eall hatl vome and summoned
the woman's hushand., He ar-
rived al his home in time to
hring her out of a heart attack.

When Edna became operator,

the switchboard was in the hack | jfo Jater told the operator he
of Strang's Drug store on Mam | zeped his wife why she hadn’t
glreet. It waus Charles Strang, | oatled him and she replied 1
futher of Fred Strang of Med- | know Edna would Hned you.”

ford, who got the exchange es-
tablished hore. 1t failed 1o serve | vpontral”. Knowing this, the re-
maore than 16 or 16 patrons until} porer asked Edna a number of
[ he granted free tolls to Jacksot- | yyestions
ville, then the county seal.

In town, all calls came through

regarding  Medford
events and people, Her repeated
The exchange remained fn the | apswer was 1 can't fell you

| drug store until 1906, when il about that"
| wis moved 1o Novth  Central

Her hushand, a former Salem
aye,, the present location of the | pagident who came o Medford
Western Thrift store, as building superintendent  for
“Hello, Fdna," was the com- | eonstruction of  the Jackson
mon greeeling in those days. |rn|1nty eourthouse annex, thinks
The joys, the sorrows of many | it i5 quite & cnincidence that

families were reported lo cen- Lhis first wile was also a tele-
- | peanomice
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AUTOMATIC

| phane operator in the early life
of # communication system.’ She
was Nancy Crablree, first
awitch board operator in Cam-
bridge. lowa

Some families go through life
floating along on the edge of the
stream or just treading waler
| In the quiet pools. Others seem
destined to swim in the main
current all the way. As a result
| their names become linked with
histary--of a business, of a town
or a nation—dependent upon the |
{arca of their endeavors. They
{are participants in evenls thal
iu‘l!l be remembered; associales
{of persons, successful and un- |
| suecessful, bul known. The Eif-
| ert. family was one of these
|  When Edna was a young girl
| in Ohio her father was a I)ernn-|
{erat, There are still Democrats
in Ohio and there's nothing so
memorable about that, But since
he was a Democrat when the
femous Commoner, William
Jennings Bryan, was running
for president snd his daughter
Edna was invited to sing on the
):i:irm- plitform with the “silver

tongued orator,” it is remem-
|tn*ruil.

A lour to Niagara Fills in
1901 with the chorus from her
colloge was nol a momentous
nccasion, in itsell. But when
irhp vhorus arrived to hear that
the president of the Uniled
| States had hoen shot by an an-
{archist just 1's hours earlier in
nearhy Buffalo, thal, oo, was
nol to he Torgollen,

Prosident MeKinlev, a native
|n{ Ohin, died a week after the

as another “assassinated presi- |
dent "

Mrs. Burk was a student al
| Ohio Northern University at Ada
|'on that September day In 1901

DRESSED FOR THE STAGE—This picture was taken of Mrs. fupds [or
Burk when she was a young girl prepared to step upon the plat: | Cross,

form for one of her many appearances as a soloist, Through song
she fell she served her maker best.

The unversity must have boen
even at the turn of the century,
a school which offered a wide

matde possible by the telephone | shooling to go down in history | program. For, allhough Mrs,

Burk was a music major, she
was prepared in the commercial
field, too.

Coming to Medford, she op-
eraled the telephone company's

Detractors of television pro-
gramming seem o maintain a |
fuvorite theme: that program
schedules are shaped far too
mich to the tastes of the mass
antdience and do not adequately
| meet the demands of the cul-
livated, who hunger for more |
specialized fare and are being |
alienated  hecause  television |
does not satisly this hunger. |

This is the reason, the critics |

of television argue, that people | ihat sound unusual or better | Was Mr
| staries of the southern Oregon |

|in the higher-educated, higher
groups  are  “light
viewers"  And on this assump-
tion, they build another—that
the light viewer confines his sel-

of culture and

On the Air

By ELEANOR WIESE

they are less selective than the
hahitual viewers in the use of
the TV sels.

Of course, there are (those
who will take issue with him in
regaril (o the scope and diver-
sity of TV programming, Bul
there are many good things on
television that the light viewer
might easily miss; and that's
the purpose of this column—to
point out some of the programs

than average,

MORMON CONFERENCE,
10 a.m. Sunday KBES-TV. The
133rd semi-annual conference of

switchboard. She later supoer-
vised the (elephone operators,
wis  hookkeeper for Warner -
Waortman and Gore, ane ol the
city's largesl groceries, cashier
'and bookkeeper for Hitchison
and Lumsden General Mercan-
tile store, aperalor of the U, S,
post office substation on Bartlett
street and secretary to the ar-
penter's Local Union.
Ready To Repeat

Knowing people in all sections
of Jackson county, she was
rated as the cub reporter's hest
friend. She was always ready
Lo report visitors from the Ap-
| plegate, Brownshoro, Ashland,
Gold Hill and Prospect when
“towning” was regarded as
news in the Local and Personal
column

The Eifert family, W, W. Eif-
ert, who became mayor of Moed-
ford, Mrs. Eifert, their five
daughters and one son, came to
Medford &t the insistence of
Charley and Callie Palm, who
hae arrived earlier. Mrs. Palm
Eifert's sister, Their

|rm|ntry led the Eiferls to hire
a coach on the Southern Pacifie
and start west.

Medford was about the siza of

| while the heavy viewer satiates | [ ke City. The famed Tabep- found, however, that there was

| himsell with light enlertain- |
ment, lolling before his sel, sub-

| sisting on an uninterrupted diet

of situation comedies, westerns

| and game shows.

This eliche is having a tough
ime standing up agamst some
recent research statisties, In a
report  recently  presented  be-
fore the American Association
for ‘Pubilic Opinion Research,
Dr. Thomas E. Coffin, NBC's
DiFector of Mesearch, came up
with some different findings.

Dr. Coftin examined viewers'
program  seleclions — nol on
the basis of viewers' education
or income but by amount of

|\'n~w|11u Using the Nivlsen In:

maost

. = - = dex of measured hours of view-
I ing, heodivided the andience in-
!‘+;'——"-_"'_'=:___-:____-_ te five numencally equal
proups. He then compared the

- viewing habits of the estreme

( 1 L s those that watched

‘ loast with those that watched

> | As vou might expect, enter-

n D RYE R tainment  drow  the  heaviest
/I viewers.  Spoecifically,  in the
- heaviest  viewing group, the
number who watched one or

A\ new Hamilton Gas Clothes
| Dryer lets yourdeteat the weather
with pleasure!

BUDGET TERMS
$19% pow

more of n selected  group of
entertainment programs was 31
per ¢ent greater than the num-
ber who watched any of a group
of iformation preschtations,

Intuct. sogey-wet, househound But as vou mught not expoct.
divs muike fine lavndry duys—  ymong the lightest viewers the
when yvou use an automatic Gas | gap in preference for entertain:
Clothes Ty et ment over information was far

Vitet b A T e greater. Ino this group, 73 per

st try this d 1WA LA cent more  watched  entertain:
AODEL 2 IRELE and seeaf voudon’t agree. 'ment than had watched any of
the informatipn programs
Another  variation on s
lUUK AI THESE FEATURES | theme emerged from another
source, the American Resenrch
Burean damies for one  week
EXCEUSIVE TWIN MR STREANM DRYING  In this analysis 62 per eent of
INSTALLATION oty Blamilton 2ive Vol fwn II‘I- A rl|\.|]‘”|I|‘|
divinge an oI ol o e | Hews 1 it 0
P tion shows, whereas only 21 por
LICHEss, 0N IO S el vent ol the  lght VipWiors
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HUSHED DRYING Y L T oo ey, o {2 e
sihooth, no s apRraLion ol NBC's Robert Sarnoff,  char
man ! the board slg dlas One
a Hamilton —so quiet you'll | 80 10 RELHS: 0

hardly know it's
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light viewing is & ¢ultural 1]
symbal or that a schedule over-
Il with  speciali i

LESS THAN = o will  of :.

flake, chip, peel of staih, Coms | S Uikt viswor . to
letely subie forvour most delicute | change his way
5900 = : \ & ‘-I:k Sarnoll believes the light
th‘“:’“\' viewers are people who have
PER MOMNTH developed a wide range of re-
s !I|' I".:“.' e |l' wire
L) S ARG purssing e nix

@ Den't Delay-Phere Now 1 Intarests. Tel :

Caviror~sia-Pacivre Urtearies Co,

VOUN FARTHEN (8 WIRTIHN PROGAI RS

Phone 772-5281, Medlord

482:2116, Ashland
]

L I entertamment, bt
v (o less viewing they

re le yware of the e and
nrs 0 mograms g aval-
ahie e nem nnssquently

¢

nacle Chorale will sing.

MORMON CONFERENCE, 2
p.m. Sunday KBOY-FM. Radio
broadeast of the same confor-
ence, President David 0. Me-
Kay presiding.

JUDY GARLAND, 9 pm
Sunday KBES-TV. George
Maharis, TV adventurer turned
singer, and comedian Jack Car-
ter join Judy

A MAN NAMED MAYS, 10
pan. Sunday KMED-TV. Willie
Mavs is up against some stiff
competition tonight—Liz Tav-
lor. This program reviews the
carcer of one of basehall's
superstars who many  hasehall
men have termed the greatest
all-around plaver in the history
of the game, z

LIZ IN LONDON, 10 pm
Sunday  KBESTV.  Elizabeth
Taylor was born in London and
recently has spent some wells
publicized months there. But {o-
night's show foregoes romance
and foctuses on historie London
as seen through the eves of a
beautiful guide and on scenes
of her ehildhood

CRATER FINANC

Cascade Shopping Center
White City—826-2721

i migration into Jackson county
of “‘people interested in the
better things of life." Their
daughters had been given the
“advantages,” training in olo-
cution and music, Fdna spon
moved into the praductions of
ithe Andrews Opera company,
church choirs and lodge func-
tions. She, also, sang at funer-
s
Refuses To Sing

“People who think there is
race prejudice here now should
have been heve then," she com-
mented last week. “There was
on Negro family in town The
man's wife died. The regular
soloist for the undertaking par-
lor refused tn sing at & Negro
funeral ™

The Tate John Perl, whose fun-
eral home was then on Rartleit
st came lo Edna, “'OF course
'l sing,”" she remembers telling
Peorl. Later the grateful Nogro
camae to pay her. She refused
1o take the maoney but at Christ-
mas was recipient of a “beau-
tiful grt’” from him

The first movie theater Edna

RIS NEDINND

Let Us Put Y
The Wonderful

ou On Top of
World of Money

The "money months”
ate here again! If you
need  EXTRA  CASH
|ust give us a ring on
the phone and tell us
how much you need
ONE LOAN ONE
convament maonthly
payment. Call on us
today!

A Handy Hundred or More From Cratec Finance

Money From Crater Finance is like Money From Heme

135 MNE

CENTRAL
O NT

0941273

jremembers in Medford was the
Old Savoy, at which she sang.
It was located on North Front
st. The words of songs were
flashed on the screen. She also
sang &t the Page theater on
East Main at Bear creek. It
wis guited by fire in the 1920s.
Glamorous Moment

One of her most “glamorous
moments'”, however, was sing-
ing the role of the Queen in “lo-
lanthe”, which was presentad
al the [airgrounds by the And-
rews Opera Company under sus-
plees of the Greater Medford
olih

Her shipped

costume Was

|{rnm San Francisco (or the pro-

duction. The apposite in costum-
ing was experienced when she
consented to fill in -as Kalisha
in *“The Mikado'", The singer Lo
be imported for the role failed
to appear, Hdna had been play-

ing one of the Three Little Maids |

In an attractive makeop. She
still remembers the comments
of the late James Stevens, who
got her ready for the part,
Another treasured recollection
of her singing career takes her
back to World War 1. Slie was a
member of a chorus invited to
sing with Madame Schumann-
Heink when the famous opera
star came (o Ashland o raise
the American Red
Schumann -
sons in lhe
the German

Madame
Heink, who had
American  army,
army and the German navy
sang In camps and lor Red
Cross chaplers throughout the
United Stales.

. Entertainment was  Lhrough
| participation in the early 10005
Recalls Serenades

Edna recalls the many occa-
sions upon which her sister, Jes-
| sle, now Mrs. E. N. Eldridge of
Medlord; Jessie's former hus-
band, Bill Barnum, and Leon
Hanna, brother of former Cir-
| euit Judge H. K. Hanna of Jack-
sonville, used Lo rorenade her
and her friends. The Barnums,
who owned and operated the
Rogue River Valley railroad,
had a “Brisce' car, whith was
the pride of Father W. S, Bar-
num. His son and daughter-in-
law used it as conveyance for
their serennding tours with ac-
cordion and saxophone,

For (she can’l remember how
many ) years Eina sang in the
Preshytorian church choir,
which she also directed, Her
mezzn SOPIano voice iﬁ remem-
bered by many persons whn
were in the congregation when
she, standing on the halcony, led
the singing of *'God Bless Amer-
lea™ during Werld War 11.

As grand warder of the Order
of Fastern Star, she attended
the Grand Chapler meeting in

ection to TV's heavier material | the Church of Jesus Christ of Ada, but Ada was old and Med- Partland in 1926 and sang “Open
information, | [ atlar.day Saints is broadecast |ford was new and Ada was a

ebepid” Ty \ the Gates of the Temple." She is |
twisting his dial in frustration, | from  the Tabernacle in Salt | ¢ollege town. The Eiferts soon

past worthy matron of Reames |

chapter in Medford.

A reference to the Eifert fam-
Ily recently appeared in the
Mail' Tribune “Flight of Time"
column. Dated Sept. 5, 1913, it
read:  “Funeral services for
) W. W. Eifert, largest in
city’s history,"

Medford Telephone Operator Recalls Some Experiences

| LocaI_PosI Olfic;a Commended lor_Jilb -

The Medford post office has
heen commended for its elforts
in promoting the sale of US
Savings slamps, according 1o
a letter to Acting Postmaster
Al Bradford from William H
Neal, national director of the
US. Savings bonds division

Neal also announced that
children buying their first sav-
ings stamps of the school year
will be given a free certilicate
signed by the soven mercury
astronauts which will designate
the recipients as “junior’ astro-
nauts."'

These certificales are now
available at the Medford post
office and al the public schools

Savings stamps in' 10 cent, 25
eent, 50 vent, S1 and $5 sizes
are on sale at the post office at
all times and at the schools
during stamp day

Sheriff's Deputies

Return Man on Charge

Sherifl's deputies  returned
Walton Churles Tillman, 46,
{rom Winnemueca, Nev., Thurs-
day on charges of ultering and
publishing & forged check.

He has signed & statement
admitling to issuing & false
check for 8155 to an  area
markel

Try and

By BENNETT CERF

Stop Me

PROFESSIONAL GUIDE on an African safari exulted

<X o a nervous hunter, “At last!

ast! Here are fresh lion

tracks!" “Ihat's great,” quavered the “hunter' “Now you

just see where they're

going to and I'll find out

where they came from.”
- - -

*I note” rasped the old
Judge, "that in addition to
sicaling this lndy's money,
you aiso helped yourself to
all of her Jowelry.”

“It's my mother's fault,”
sobbed the prisoner. “She
always reminded me that
money alone does not bring
happiness,”

L] L -

Joe E. Lewis, who lkes
to bet on long-shots at the
race tracks, picked a par-

tienlar lemon one sultry afterncon. "I won't say that mag ran
slowly,” roported Joe later, "but this is the first time I ever saw
a jockey take along copies of The Reader's Digest and Cose

mopolitan!™
L]

The French phllosopher Voltalre was told that a certaln pros
fessor had an answer for everything, ‘Heavens!” he exclaimed,
*Is he as ignorant as al] that?”

& 1063, by Bennett Cerf. Distributed by King Featurca Syndlcate

NEW HOURS
6 A.M. to 12 wonewr Daily

OPEN 24 HOURS ON
FRIDAY AND SATURDAY

1025 South Riverside

* Food Sale
% Bazaar

+ Sidewalk Ca
* Continuous
* Modeling

bomdit of the Kmdergart

COMING!

* Rummage Sale

% Art Show & Fun Fair
% (Root) Beer Garden

BIG DAYS OF
FAMILY ENJOYMENT!

International . ..

The

fe

FUN

for the Youngsters!

B Rides & Games of
skill with prizes . . .

% Entertainment

MEDFORD ARMORY |

Friday, Saturday & Sunday, Oct, 25, 26 & 27
The Jome Snrvice Laswus. Proceeds 1o be used for communit

THE MEDFORD MAIL TRIBUNE

burro rides . . . pup-
pet show. The kid-

dies will love it!

Music

Sponsared by

¥ benolit and for the
en for Mard of Hearing Children
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