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‘Struggle for Power Looms in Ranks of South African Rulin

By NEIL 1. SMITH
United Press Intvrnalinnal
JOHANNESBURG, South Al

rica LUPL) —A bitter behind-the-

scenes struggle for power may
be going on within the secming.

Iy monolithie ranke of South Af-

rica’s ruling National Party. Ra

cial policies are among the is.

Bues
Political observers say the 1wo

chiel protagonists are tough, de

termined Justice Minister John

Balthazar Vorster, and Defense

Minister Jim Fouche
Al stake; according to politi

Bources, is the No, 2 place in

the National Party and possihle

succession 1o the Premiership
Vorster. at 47 onc of the
youngest men in the cahinet, i
the architect of most of the
country's much-criticized sccur-
ity legislation. Among the meas
ures which he h»,,uui and pl
loted through parlinment are the
house arrest regulations: (de
seribed as “eivil death” by op
position’ leader Sir De Villiers

Graalf), the extension of the

death sentence to certnin “sab-

otage"” offenses and the ninety-
day sl without trial" law
which enables police to hold zab-
olage suspects indefinitely for
questioning

He has the reputation of being
lho iran man in hv mlnml of |

Nan Votmg Citizen Subject
0f Study by Federal Group

By NEIL A MARTIN
United Press International
WASHINGTON (UPD—Was

It apathy, economics, out-dat-
ed voting laws or just plain
Jaziness that kept 37.5 million
Americans away from the

polls in the 1860 presidential
elections?
A report being drafted by

registration and votl lu. partici-
pation hopes Lo answer this
question next month

The commission has been
studying the phenomenon  of
the non-vating citizen for the
past seven months. 1t will
present ils lindings to Prosi-
dent Kennedy Nov, 80, 1t has
diseavered, among other
things, that the preatest per-
centage of nonsvoters i in the
21-10-30 vear age bracke! and
that Sundays or holidavs, when
the average voter i5 [ree,
might he the best days to hald
elections.

Concern 1s Expressed

Mr. Kennedy, former Presi-
dent Dwight D, Eisenhower
and many national leaders
were deeply concerned by the
fact thal only 65 per cent of
the electorate voled in 1060
and only 48 per cent wenl lo
the polls in the congressional
tests last year

Although slightly better than
the 1956 presidential election
turnout, political experts said
the voting percentages seem-
ed fo indicate thal indiffer-
ence has permealed the elec-
torate over the past lew dec-
ades.

Cnly recently, Eisenhower
urged that siate election laws
he modernized. He said that
what was needed was "a less
complicated. more streamline
ed" voling svstem that would
allracl more volers to the
polls and end one-party  Dem-
ocratic) domination in south-
om stales
Decreases Are Recorded

Between 1040 and 1050,
cleven slales i de
creases in the ) [ ell:
gible voters who actually went
o the polls

In some western states, such
as Nevada and Colorado, the
drop has been as miich as 5
to 10 per cent, In 1920, Ken-
tucky had a 71.2 per cent ac-
tive electotate, compared with
118 50.2 per cent voling record
in 1060

In contrast to th
ing record. there was
cent voling turn out in the
Italian elections this year anil
better than 80 per cont sver

ages in Gr Britain, Austriz
and West Germany. And even
the one-party Sovier Union re-
ported & record 9995 per cent
turnout in its 1962 election for
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Dr. Hendrik Verwoerd, During
World War I he was imprisoned
for security reasons by the war-
time government of General Jon
smuts. Now he directs South
Africa’s internal security in a
new type war: the struggle
against hostile non-white forces
within South Africa

Vorster’s recent  public pro-
nolmcements: present a consist-
ent picture of a hard, tough-
minded min. scemingly impers
to eriticism

rent weeks he has

-Hinted at plans to try polit-
ienl relugees in absentia

—Threatencd to take even
maore drastic sleps against sub-
versive clements “regardless of
eriticism, no matter from what

People Who Send Lies

—Said there should be a law
to bring before the courts *peo-
ple who send lies aboul South
Africa into the world.”

—Told the multi-racial Pro-
gresive Party’s sole member of
Parliament, Mrs. Helen Suzman,
“I am reluctant to give vou in-
formation on security matters
as il may end up in the wrong
hands.”

Many pelitical observers see
Vorster as the natural successor
to Premier Verwoerd, although
hr- tron-fisted a;:plnaih tn the

rens who have found voling
impediments in Lheir slates.
Unsolicited suggestions have
ranted from giving away
Haroen stamps” to distributing
“I-Have-Voted" bultons in an
altempt to. woo the American
voter from his shell of indiffer-
ence,

Variety of Handicaps

The commission's inltial
studies have revealed a varie-
ty of technical angd procedural
handicaps faced by voters in
many states.

In New York, a resident
who tukes a vacation during
an election, cannol vole by
absentee ballot. In Texas, a
person has (o register ning
months before an election in
order to vote. In New Jersey,
a resident moved across the
sireel during an election peri-
nd and found himsell disquali-
fied because bhe unknowingly
had changed districts, More
than 15 states still reguire
some form of literacy test
which 1s applied arbitrarily in
SOme Areas.

Herzberg argued that many
state election and registration
laws are out-gated,

Maobility Increases

“Our country has increased
its mobility greatly,” he said
“We [ly from New York (o
California, ocean to ocean in
no time at all. We don’t grow
up and live in the same arca
we started in. Yet, our elec-
tion laws are not taking this
intn account.”

In & review of state laws,
the commission has found that
onethivd of the states require
volers tn register more than |
a month hbefore a natlonal
olection, Virginia, Alabama,
Arkansas and Texas still have
poll taxes which must be paid
anvwhere from six months to
iwp years before an election
Alabama, South Carolina and
ippl o require two Yoars
residency hefore & person
can vaoie

Richard M. Scammon, di-
rector of the Bureau of Census
and  commission chairman,
said may state registration
laws wore vestiges of davs
when “'buggy whips were a |

country's problems
deared him to mode
Alricans
His Milder Attitude
Delense Minister Jim Fouche
on the other hand, has the mild-
¢ attitudes of the
tionulists He be-
lieves racial separation must be
tempered with the white man’s
justice. He came to the cabinet | Mini
after a highly successiul term are
as administrator (governor) of
the overwhelmingly Afrikapns- ing
speaking Urange Free
provinee. During his term he
became a popular figure with dal,
the English-speaking minority

has nol en- many

thi

there were ever a political re-
alignment among South Africa’s
whites, Fouche could
the leader of a new grouping
commanding widespread sup-
port among conservatives of
both language groups.
Fouche has ded 1o his I
lation through his handling of =
the difficult defense portiolio,
Under his guidige the South
African armed {orces have been
put into top {ighting trim until
they are now the hest equipped
and most efective fighting force
in Africa south of the Sahara
He has alss managed lo elimi-
nate the political influences that
m earlier years resulted in

hig industry and high bution
shoes the latest stvie

“With motern methods of
printing and record keeping,"
he added, ‘il is unreasonable
to close registrations months
before election day.”

Scammon noted that lowa,
which has consistently had the
nation’s highest voler turnout,
permits its
up 1o two day
tion

Absenles voting n,.Llluunn\
in many stales, the commis-
sipn has found, are & major
voling hinderance for millions
of businessmen, ¢l service
emplovees, servicemen, col
lege students and others who
are oul-pf-state during an elec-
Lion
Have Ahsenlee Laws

All states except New Mexi-
en and South Carolina have
absenter voling laws but in
many states, the commission
zaid, compliance exceeds the
patience and desire of the av-
erage voter. Also, many wvol-
ors cannot afford to or do not
want o pay the various regis-
tration fees or the few remain-
ing state poll taxes

Proposals to eliminate sev-
eral of these barriers are now
before Congress. In addition,
a constitutional amendment (o
outlaw the poll tax is only
two voles shy of the 38-state
majority needed for ratifica-
tion.

s before an elec-

School Drop-Out
Grants Received

SALEM (UPY — Portland
School District No. 1, and Mil-
waukee District No. 5 have re-
celved Federal grants to plan
projects to combal the high
school drop-out problem

R. R. Wippel. director ol Vi
tional rehabilitation in the
Department of Education =aid
the Portland district received
SE.000 and t Milwaukee dis-
tricl $4.9400

The grants were maile by the
Federal Vocational Rehabilation
Administration

Both waistricts will conduct a
threesmonth sludy
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For Exciting Card
cor Gifts—

for your card table!

You can choose fram a large range of de
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looked
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in the Nutional P

Police (who fall under Justice Wuote Senior Detective

They quoled senior delectives
as saying this represents only a
chasing scandal involy-  tiny part of the scandal, N
1w olficers newspaper gave a source of the

Arms pl

ramiuications,
Political circles believe that if | to huge bribes
nitions r'l'r.‘]i!lt.'ni'llln‘h
Germainy

become I'nnmr- .||:.‘ FI.’\

contracts
Recently
NOWSPAPTS

s unexpected trouble in

department, in- 1 g
sav. that has Atents of an unnamed European

ternal strife  firm in return for key arms con-

ter Vorster's department)
¥ investigating an

State and cwillan employees of the
defense |1n1|.|||rm-r|| The sgan

:'v;mlmll_\ relates fense Mim
olfered by mu-

African delense

two pro-government | police
“Die
Capetown and “Die Transvaler'”

a

taln,  Belgium,

English-speaking olficers of Johannesburg ;rL.L-Inin'd sen-
rate South ' resigning after they were over-
for promotion

S140. 400

¥ tracts

slories

The following day, in
“tremencdo

angry siatement
in Wesl two newspapers of

mongering.”  He said
to secure lu-

details, and h
I have

e coul

Burger'
open court,

sational details of the case y
said a cerlain high-ranking offi-
cer had received 106,000 rands
commission

most unprecedented move
ster Fouche issued an
accusing
“'sensation

paper hisd approached Kim for
they done
them that the
investigations followed
of | recent corruption ¢a<e heard in
Thei® reports were |

\ll* DFORD, nll} GON

metely a repetition of
news, he suid

Loog-ime political ¢ommen-
tators said it was the [iest oc-
caston they could recall when a
National cabinel minister pub-
licly aMacked the party press
Had Been Leaked

The speculated that the “dis-
closures™ had been deliberately
leaked to the newspapers by {op
police sources, or higher. In any
event, it was obvipus they had
caused greal embarrassment to
the Ministry of Defense

Within  three weeks Fouche
was in the news again,  Inter-
viewed by the Afrikaans Sunday
newspaper Die Stem, he dis-
agreed that the white man iz in
any way superior to the African
Education and historical devel-
opment account for differences
between the races, he said

Fouche went on 1o urge South
Afticans of opposing views to

slale

stop snide attacks in each oth- | Party
er's racinl policies. He sald all | to

political parties are trving to belween the TACPS

solve the racial problem, and
that the non-whiles, too, are | Spuih
striving for a solution
unity had been proved possible
hetwed
speaking white South Africans
Through mutual trust in future
the same might be posible be-
tween white and hlack South
Africans
Moderate and Liberal

Fouche's interview wos one of
the most moderate and liberal
utteranees to come from a cab-
inel minister in many years

The Progressive Party stated
bluntly that he was favoring a
muti-racial solution of South Af-
Fica’s problems

The Fouvhe interview  was
published on a Sunday. On the
Monday night Justice Minister

Vorster addressed a National

The g
< Alric;
Natlonal | proaching  that
! equal,
Afrikaans and English- | the world **

anly make us soft and break our

\l NDAY, OCTOBER &, 1963

youth meaeting in Pre-| spirit.  We
His subject was equality | against jt.”

atest  danger  for | have
s that liberalism

been

everyone i | lie

rebuke

must

g Party

stand fast

The timing of the speech may
coincidental.  But
some observers saw il as a pub-
lo a

cabinet col-

Is busy gaining ground in league showing “'soft" tenden-
“This can | cies toward the racial problem
in South Alrica

he sald
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6 EXTRA SEAT COVERS

To replace the onginals when they
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0 like new look twice as long as
¥

FREE
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with heavy vinyl covers over comfy bax
type seals. Gleaming chrome or bronze
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