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By GERALD S, SNYDER [pital he took over wos a deciy-
United Press International ing wooden building with 20
NEW YORK (UPI)=In a tin- wowden beds Iis nn1_~. patient
roafed hospital on a lonely ' a man with a leg ulcer
Asian frontier, a stubborn old [ Two Miles From Border
man bends daily to the task of | ‘Today on & hillside overlook
helping the sick. ing that same green valley, two
His chest is sunk and his miles [rom the Red China
oneessturdy  body 15 wracked | border, some 16,000 backward
with amoehic dysentery. But |hill people walk, ride or are

Iir. Gorden  Stifler Seagrave, |carried on lilters each yewsr o
now 66, is a living legend, The ithr. hospital compound * Daddy ™
“Burma Surgeon' goes on with | Seagrave built {or them. An

his work area populated by an estimated
Some 40 years ago, Aas A 400,000 people depend on it for
voung Johns Ilnpklnn graduate, | medical care
Seagrave lished some used and Dr, M, Donald Olmarson,
hroken medical instruments out 'a lanky doctor from St Poler
of n wastebasket, tucked a Bible | Minn,, whn is the [first Amer
under his arm. and set out for |ican physiclan tn work with
Namkham in the far northeast- | Seagrave and return o this
ern corner of Burma, The hos-'country, [lipped a switch n his

CONTINUES WORK=Dr, Gordon Stfler Seagrave, the famed
“Burma Surgeon' of World War 11, now i, continues with his
work and has become a living legend, The picture b lelt shows

Cha.n.ges Noted in Burma Since First
Elizabethan Traveler Entered Area |

Ry U BA THAN of burden and does much of the
Uniled Prest International
RANGOON, Burma (UPD=IL | ticularly in the milling opera

was 380 vears ago thal an Eliza- | tions of the feak forests
hothan traveler and trader sel| But change, for holier o
oul from farawsy England tn}n-nrsc', has been the keynote of
apen the spice and jewel mar- | Burmese life down through the
kels of the Orient. leenturies, The present revolu-
Ralph Fitch journeyed alone | tionary government of the Un.
throtgh India in 1583 and then |jon of Burma uses the catehe
onward across the Lushal and | word "forward” in its program

China hills into the Irrawaddy |to change the Burmese wiay of

Valley and the ancient Burmese | life overnight, to bring it into

wn|1|ml of Pegu. | harmony with the 20th century

Here lived the white elephants | world.

of the king of Burma. Fitch| The revolutionary govern-

wrote of how he watched in won- [ment led by Gen. Ne Win as

der as the stately procession | chairman took over in an almost

made its way (o the river bank, | bloodless coup on March 2, 16
Since Fitch's time, there hn\mfrom the tollering regime of

been many changes in Burma, | Premier U Nu of the Pyidaung
There are still plenty of ele- | su, or Union party, an oflshool

phants around, bul they don't |of the anti-lascist Peoples Free-
live quite so comlortably. The [dom League (AFPFLY, the pot
elephant Is an important beast |ty that led Burma to indopend

heavy hauling in Burma, par |
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‘Burma Surgeon’ Becomes Living Legend for His Work on Asian Frontier

New York hotel room. The
problems Seagrave’s medical
stafl hattles were displayed in
alarming clarity on one ol the
walls

Medical slides of patients rid-
died with malaria, gonorrhes,
tuberculosis, leprosy, smallpox,
Aviite gnemin disturhing
almust horrifying—to a healthy
American

“On an average,” he sald,
"Seagrave's patients have two
or three major diseases, some-
timos 4% many as five, Dispases
vou simply read about In text-
hooks here. The life expeclancy
15 20 years and the mfant mor-
tality rate 50 per cent’

“That was a 2.pound infant
haby," he pointed. "1t lived for

five weeks and died. No incu-!

Dr. Seagrave ol his Hankham
right shows [

enee unider Geon. Aung San. The
Iatter, hike many of his con-
temporaries in Southeast Asia,
was assassinated July 18, 1947,
only a few months hefore inde-
pendence  was  proclaimed  on
Jan. 4, 18

To many people in the Wesl-
orn world, the mention of Bur-

mu brings to mind only (he/

fumed Burma Road of World
War I or !turl}mﬁ Kipling's
wiell known poem, “On the Road
1o Mandalay." The Burmese are
a hit annoyed by the geographi-
cal misconceptions in the poem,
since there are fow flying fishes
around  land-locked  Mandalay,
and the sun doesn’l really come
up like thunder out of China
ueross the bay. There is no bay
and Ching is 200 miles away
across the mountains

Burma 15 seven' times Lhe
site of England but has only
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Sengrave being driven in a Jeep hy Burmese
nurse on A medical errand somewhere i Burma in 1942, (UPL)

| Kachin, Chin, Shan,

bator." money grubber, But can't
Help has come from Amer-|prove to them that mj. prime
itan drug companies (about | interest is in their welfare un-
$250,000 worth each year), the | less 1 spend my whole life here
Burmese government and &) And that means to the very end
LIS, fund-rajsing group called | of my life.”
the American Medical Center In August, the Medical Center
for Burms, But the biggest sent Dr. Joseph F, Newhall, a
problem by far is finding a sue- | surgeon and gynecologist from
cessor for the flagging old doc- Bradenton, Fla., to replace Dr
tor, beloved by the Burmese Olmanson and Assist in the vital

“I don’t want this hospilal to | nurpes training program Sea.
die when I die,”" Dr, Seagraves | grave has set up,
sald. 'l want It to continue and |  Olmanson  returned to  the
the only way I ean prove (o] United Stales with his pregnant
these Burmese here In Burma | wife when the difficulty of edu-
thal I've meanl every word [ cating his three other children
ever sild to them on the subject | became pressing. 1 foel that &
is for me to die right here in! man to stay will have to bhe
Namkham. My aceepling a somebody  without  children,”
small salary (80 a month) | Dr. Olmanson sajd
proves (o them that I'm not a | Mission Aid Tradition

Mission aid to Burma has
been a Seagrave (radition for
| 128 years. Both of Seagrave's
great

grandfathers were Bap-

<

SN\

hospital in 1960, The picture at

onesthird Britain's poulation in
an area of 261,789 squiare miles
With independence granted by
British Prime Minister Clement
Altlee in 1044, the Burmese vol
ed to leave the British Commaon- |
waealth, On Jin, 4, 1848, the :.'ul
million Burmese and athor con-
Stitwent races — the lribes of
and Kayah
—became independent and Ihwr
country became the 5ith mem-
ber of the United Nations
Rangoon, the capital, is de-
signed llke an American city |
with  ‘broad parallel  avenues
crossed ot right angles by nar-
row streets. 10 is a ity !-1i|'-‘l-.n;.'
at s seams. Designed for a
maximum |J!!|.|Il|ul|n1| of (R

it now has one milllon. Three
new “satellite” towns have
sprung up  almost  avernight

north of the elty on sites that
wore onee sorubland
Mainly Produees Rice

Burma mamly progdices rien
Hs  exportable  surplus 1oy,
bowever, is far helow the pre

World War I record of 35 mil
lion bushels annually. Also ex-
ported is the finest teak, min
erals like tin, tungsten
fram; beans. precious
such as rubies and emeralds
jade, and small quantities af
lead and silver

The dominant religion in Bur-
ma is Buddhism, although there
are  substantial  numbers  of
Christians, Muslims and Hindus

The revolutionary government
has mapped out a program in
what s called the “Burmese
Way 1o Socialism” for which
they delved uli'r‘p inte. Buddhast
1= well as mto the
nes of Nasser

cations of the

and waol
stones

ety T Burmese
v called
IS authprs oif
Al elrcumstan
!I. irma for "-»'.--' at
the Fahinn
vitability of gradual

Making Drastic Changes
The government s bringmg

yhaoil drastie change n

disetinn  ar

already nat \
hivight up t all the
international news agencles, na
tlonalized ¢ mult
lar ri ppart |
soon will take ovel

nausiry

profitable rice-milling

But i the mensures taken ap

pear to be sh. the probhlems
which the government fnces are
sertous Acvording @ official ex
timates there are over two mil
Vhan  Iandless  peasant n the

country. The
yof the lowest
yin the world
" mainstay of
amy, lives n life that 1s
Ne Win |

{0 quote
ind. down

between 1

than ever

OHEGON

tist missionaries in Burma, as
were his grandparents and his
parents

Born in Ii..n;:mn in 1897, Sea-
grave is the last of 28 of his
family to have lived and worked
continugusly in Burms, a
country with one of the lowest
per capita incomes in the world
and with more than 2 million
landless peasants in & popula-
tion of some 20 million Bur-
mese and constituent races —
the tribes of Kachin, Chin, Shan
and Kayah

Seagrave has never consid-
ered himsell a missionary
jusi & “man with a mixsion,” a
he likex ta put it
Sentenced to Jail

In 1942, he walked out of
Burma in the retreat into India
under Gen. “Vinegar Joe" Stil-
well during the Japanese in-
vasion. Two years later he was
hack agnin. But in 1950, he was

.

arresied for alleged treason
Bgainst the govermment, tried,
found guilty and sentenced to
jail

He spent six months in prison
and anpther vear and & hall
under house arrest befors the
Burma supreme court exoner-
ated him

Bick in Namkham, the peo
ple turned out by the thousands
to cheer him. “The old man Is
back'" they shouted, With the
help of a faithful Goanese-In-
dian doctor, Olwen Silgardn,
and a few nurses, Seagrave was
back in bhusiness

The revolutionary governmaont
of Gen Ne Win is behind the
Burma surgeon and, when he's
gone, will have the benefit of
some 70 nurses he has trained
But as Dr. Olmanson put it: *'1
don't think anvhody is going to
be a true successor lo Dr. Sea:
grave"

1025 South Riverside

“"Good Guy”

The United Crusade here is now underway . . . the goal is $180,040 ., . and

generous citizens of the Rague River Valley will net hesitate to give all they
can afford. The slogan this year is “Good Guys Give, Ba a GOOD GUY”. All
of us, here at Jorgensen's, urge YOU to support the 1963 Crusade for a betier
community, state and nation!
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