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Television AAovies Bring devolution in Film Making
RICK UU BROW the l of business and There seems to be general all along, turning down prime- - On the other hand, certain less will be available in the IcomBy of them out archigher prices at the theater, compulsory, for affiliated stato consumers', blanketing the na

tions to turn over several of
their best prime time viewing
hours tn nntwnrlr cknuia

threatening to keep it up.
I Are movies that much of a

guaranteed success on televi

time movies.
But to NBC-T- and the local

stations that don't agree with
CBS, the movies are appealing
for many reasons. It is money
in the bank from sponsors; they
wait in line. And it cuts down
on personnel; how many people

day. Now, however unless an'-appe-

by the networks sue--- :
eeeds, which is doubtful sta .
tions will have the right to turn
down any program they don't1'
want. If you were a man inter-- '

ested only in making money, !
which would you rather sponsor, v
"David Brinkley's Journal" or
a John Wayne movie?

serious financial, cultural and
moral problems have arisen. To
start with: as the supply of
movies begins to dry up in Hol-

lywood, which it is doing, the
prices stations must pay for
them go up. Very recent
films arc being sold. Only a

relatively few are unavailable
thus far few, that is, when
one considers the huge number
that have been sold. As the sup-

ply dwindles, stations must of-

ten agree to tako trashy movies
to get the ones they really want.
And with Hollywood now mak-

ing fewer and better films, even

agreement that adventure films
draw the best. But, then, why
aren't the two other networks

cashing in on the gold mine?
ABC-T- did, for the past season

with a Sunday night movie
but it learned quickly that, in

prime time at least, the ratings
varied with the quality, and top-

flight films are expensive. It de-

cided the price wasn't right, and
suddenly became enthused with
the notion that television should
produce its own stars and prod-
uct.

CBS-T- has held this notion

ing years. ,
A further problem is that a

number of stations would rather
show a sure-fir- money - mak-- I

ing movie than, say, a network
documentary or relatively high-
brow program that may be
much more worthwhile to the
viewer, and, what's more, of

greater importance. This prob-- I

lem may well get worse, and
here's why:

In a recent ruling, the Federal
Communications Commi s s i o n
banned the networks from con-- ;

trolling what is known as "op--i
tion time." Option time made it

United Press International
HOLLYWOOD (UPD-Mo- vies

are better than ever on tele-

vision.
Garbo and Gable, Brando and

Monroe you can have them
at lunch or a midnight snack.
Decades of movie creativity are
being devoured almost over-

night by the video monster. And
the result is a revolution: in
film - making, selling and the
family that tunes in.

Suppose it's a Saturday night.
If you're a father, and you're
footing the bill for a family
night out, maybe you'll consider

tion as never before.

Theaters Unhappy
Is everybody happy? Not by a

long shot. Viewers are happy
the biggest stars and the best
movies are in their living rooms
at no cost, and the production
values make for better shows
than almost anything television
can offer. NBC-T- is happy
its Saturday and Monday night
movies will be back for another
season. Theater owners a r e

very unhappy though movie
attendance has edged up slight-
ly, video films have put many

the trouble and perhaps
price of parking your car, the

possibility of needing a baby-

sitter. Maybe you're not too

thrilled either with the film on
local display. So you sit home
because there's an almost first-ru- n

picture on NBC-TV- 's "Sat-

urday night movie."
To Saturday, add the six other

days of the week because the
situation is almost identical. If
the networks aren't offering a
movie, a local station probably
is. What cost Hollywood billions
to produce is given away free

sion: well, lane tne case 01

NBC-T- Last season, two of its
new series, "It's A Man's
World" and "Saints and Sin-

ners," got low ratings on Mon-

day nights. NBC had success
with its Saturday night movie,
so it decided to give Monday a

try too. Its first Mond.iy film
beat out two of CBS-TV- block-
buster situation comedies, "The
Lucy Show" and Danny Thom-

as, in the overnight ratings.
It depends a lot on the movie.

do you need to run a film? Also,
there arc none of the production
problems and personality head-
aches that arise in the crca- -'

tion of shows especially for vi-- i
deo. There are therefore no pro-- j
duction costs. And, not least, no
worries about controversies.
Problems Arise

.uany apecluculars
The effect of television, and"1'

the availability of so many mov--v
ics on the home screen, has
reached deeply into the studios.,,
themselves and allnrori ih kinri '

MEN&S LONG SLEEVE f y fCi of cinematic works now gener-'- "
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any oeing turned out. Long ago
it was realized that the movies
had to offer what television
couldn't and one thing tele-
vision couldn't offer was size 1'

and spectacle. And that's why-ther-
e

are so many of these films "
around.- -

"
Increasingly, however, it also

became clear that another of'
video's most vulnerable areas'"
was that of adult ideas. There '
just aren't many of much value
in television entertainment. The
production line doesn't allow fqrr,careful formulation of them.
The sponsors mostly don't like);
them; they don't like anything
new, (oo offbeat, too much in"1
any direction except the middle.
Ironically, probably the best'
"idea" and "adult" entertain- -
ment came from movies on tele- -

vision but these are still vasU"
ly in the minority. So Hollywood,
acted and changed, like this: V

Probably more than ever be--
fore, the story is the most im- - "

portant element in new movies ,
here. Stars are tremendously r
imDortant ton. hul Inis nf lnct ,
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Clatsop college, Astoria; Cen
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Kennedy Invited
To Visit Quintuplets i

'
ABERDEEN, S.D. (UPI)

President Kennedy has been In-

vited to make a trip to Aher- -'

deen next week to visit thai
Fischer quintuples.

Kennedy will be in North Da- - '
kota next week for a speech.

Sen. George S. McGovorn (D-- ;
S.D.) said he made the invita-- ,
tion.
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PAY RAISE ASKED
WASHINGTON (UPI) - The.

Defense Department has asked
Congress, to give Gen. Lyman
U Lemnitzcr, supreme Allied,,
commander in Europe, a special .

r pay raise.
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