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It was a wide, long, sandy
strip of artilicial beach recently
pumped up out of a salt water
bay and staked off for building
lots, called a "fill." During the
summer, hundreds of shore
birds gathered on the sand flat
and, with their feet and breasts,
scooped out shallow depressions
in which eggs were laid.

The tides ebbed and flowed,
the summer sun beat down, the

eggs hatched, and a small army
of baby shore birds skimmers,
sandpipers, terns and sander-ling- s

were either resting in the
or wandering

over the sand fill.

By getting down on the sand
flat, everything within our line
of vision was thrown into re-

lief against the water and the

sky. And there, in silhouette,
were the running forms of hun-

dreds of tiny, baby shore birds,
plainly visible against the back-

ground of the sky. If we stood

up, the little moving forms dis-

appeared. They were still there,
but the few yards between us,
and our added height, caused
them to blend in with the sand
and become almost invisible.

Large Marble
We concentrated our attention

on a single little form. He was
about the size of a large mar-

ble and about as round, but he
was alive and had the will and
the power and the desire to

move. He was an
color, speckled with dark gray
spots and each spot was about
as large as a kernel of wheat.
His body cleared the ground by
a quarter of an inch. That was
about the length of his legs. He

hadn't been hatched over a cou-

ple of days at the most, but

already he had left the cavity
in the sand and was now wan-

dering over the sand flat: a tiny

little waif, adrift on an ocean of

sand.
If he survived the pitfalls and

many dangers of his sandy en-

vironment, he would grow to be
a graceful black skimmer. A

bird of the mud flats; he would

be a winged creature as large
as a sea gull and would skim
the water at twilight, catching
small fish with the elongated,
lower bill.

He was very tiny and he was
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sembled a small, fluffy marble

rolling over a washboard, ex-

cept the marble would have Round Bone Roastmade a noise.

It was tough going for the

little guy. We measured the

length of his hops. He only made
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plosion in the Lavcda Hot

Springs hotel Saturday injured
including oneseven persons,

whose less required amputation,
and buckled waUs and floors in

the sprawling resorts mam

building about 10 miles north of

here, sheriff's deputies reported.
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