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As things stand now, losses from
disease, insects and storms are
about equal.
Remain on Alert

Oregon must remain constant-
ly on the alert to every poten-
tial problem, he warns, as for-

ests can be liable to epidemics
from introduced diseases. This
is particularly true of Oregon's
extensive pure species forests
which produce predominately
Douglas fir or Ponderosa pine.

The speed with which disease
can strike and spread is vividly
illustrated by the Port Orford

cedar, which is in danger of

vanishing completely from na-

tive forests due to root rot, he
said. The disease, which has al-

ready killed much of the Port
Orford cedar, is now spreading
to areas previously

JUNE 23

JULY 23

little fanfare, so that few peo-
ple are even aware of them, he
continued.

Decay Takes Heavy Toll

Decay, for instance, has taken
a heavy toll of wood in old
growth forests. Nationally, wood
lost to decay about equals that
lost by fire, the researcher
said, with a third of the na-

tion's forest disease loss blamed
on decay, which steals what is
already there.

However, Dr. Roth notes, the
decay problem is decreasing as
the proportion of
old growth shrinks in relation
to more vigorous, younger trees.

Oregon, generally, is blessed
with a relatively low incidence
of forest disease, Dr. Roth said,
but added that nevertheless cer-

tain species are so disease rid-
den that they are not even
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This is the way Dr. Lewis F.
Roth, forest pathologist with
the Oregon State university ag-
ricultural experiment station,
sees the fight against insidious
and inconspicuous diseases
which annually rob Oregon and
the nation of billions of board
feet of timber.

An example is pine dwarf
mistletoe which suppresses its
host tree and reduces wood
yield. It gathers its food from
within the host tree, thereby
eliminating the need for leaves,
a fact which sets this pest apart
from the popular holiday deco-

ration. Dwarf mistletoe can oc-

cur on almost any coniferous
tree, but in Oregon is most com-

mon in Ponderosa pine and in
high elevation Douglas fir for
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An Old Problem
Pine dwarf mistletoe is an

old problem, but as recently as
seven years ago, little research
was being done as the forest
industry concentrated on har-

vesting, Dr. Roth explained.
Now research is active as the
industry becomes more con-

cerned with growth problems.
Dr. Roth is studying pine

dwarf mistletoe to determine
the effect of natural factors on
the incidence of mistletoe and
the effects of distinctive char-
acteristics of host and parasite
on disease severity. Aspects of

damage and possibilities of ge
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some attention.
Two OSU graduate students

are studying other aspects of
the problem. One is examining
nutritional relationships of host
and parasite while the other is

working on mistletoe seed physi-
ology.
Has Research Projects

Dr. Roth also has research
projects going on other diseases
effecting tree growth. He is

working on top rot of Douglas
fir, the more prevalent decay
of young Douglas fir, and is

currently studying the variabil-

ity of the pathogen. He is also
examining the unique and diffi-

cult disease known as pine nee-

dle blight.
OSU graduate students are

working on related projects.
Studies are being conducted on
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,s L sl a fungus; anatomi-
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needle blight; the incidence of

fungi in Douglas fir cones, and
the incidence and importance
of fungi in processed fir seed.

Forest disease problems are
being recognized more and more
as industry emphasis shifts
from harvesting to growth, Dr.
Roth explained. As long as
standing timber was plentiful,
no one was too concerned. Be-

sides, diseases, unlike fire, do
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Two more drive-u- p m a i 1

boxes will be' established in
Mcdford soon to speed process-
ing of mail at the central post
office, according to Medford

Acting Postmaster Al Bradford.
One will be established on

Eighth st. at the end of the
walkway between the county
courthouse and annex. The
other will be placed on North
Riverside ave. in front of Stan-

ley's restaurant, Bradford said.
The box will make it easier

for mailing courthouse mail
since it will be close to the
county print shop and mail pro-

cessing room, Bradford ex-

plained. However, the conven-
tional type of mailbox in front
of the courthouse will remain,
he added.

The box at Stanley's will
serve tourists and drivers head-
ed north.

"People can use these two
additional mailboxes to drop off
their mail on their way to

work," Bradford explained.
"That way we won't get so

many people dropping off mail
at the box in front of the post
office about 5 o'clock as they
leave work. By getting more
mail in during the morning we
can spread out the processing
and take some of the pressure
off the late afternoon handling."
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, Best time to add
new life to lawns

Tall i nnturt' lime to veil. The soil is warm, the weather
is riEht. and there are months of good growing ahead.
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KLAMATH FALLS The larg-

est exhibit of gem rock, fossils
and Indian artifacts ever dis-

played in the Klamath basin
will be shown Saturday and

Sunday, Sept. 14 and 15 in the
National Guard armory, Shasta
and Washburn ways, Klamath
Falls, according to Klamath
Falls Mineral and Artifacts
club officers, sponsors of the
show.

Hours both days will be from
10 a.m. to A p.m.

The public has been invited
to attend.
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RAINS DAMAGE CROPS

VIENNA, Austria (UPI
Prague reported Wednesday

unseasonably heavy rainfalls
caused extensive damage to

crops and property throughout
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Ivakia.


