-

THURSDAY,

SEPTEMBER 12, 143 MEDFORD MAIL TRIBUNE, MEDFORD, OREGON

CongressQuestlons Ethics of Telephone Momtormg

By NEIL A. MARTIN
United Press Internationnl

WASHINGTON (UPI} — Your
telephone conversations with
some federal agenclies hare may
not be as private as you think.
But each agency will deny it
is “'snooping."

If one eavesdrops on your call
—and more than 40 departments
do — it Is, they say, because it
is faster, cheaper and more of-
ficlent, to have your talks moni-
tored for future reference.

Every year the governm e n
spends thousands of dollars for
monitoring devices to record
telephone conversations — with
or without the consent of the
caller.

This is especially true in sen-
sitive agencies such as the
Atomic Energy commission, the
Defense department, the Central
Intelligence agency, and the
State and Agricullure depart-
ments.

These offices account for more
than hall of the monitoring
equipment in use, with the AEC
the biggest spender; records
show that in fiscal year 1061 it
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Critical Period for
Forest Fires Noted

By OSU §

fOH\'ALLILFhlq s a eriti-
cal poriod for forest fires and
no time for the public to lot
up in its efforts to prevent man-
caused fires, according o]
Charles R, Ross, Oregon State
university  extension  forestry
specialist,

So far, lorest protection off
elals are encouraged hy what
Appears o be a more careful
attituce on the part of the pub.
lie, Ross snid, noting  that
through July man«caused fires
totaled 100 compared with 315
for the same period last year

Fire prevention workers, md-
ed by a relatively damp sum.
mer so far, point out that weath.
or conditions can chunge rapid-
ly and set the stage for serious
hllrmm, conditions, Some al
Oregon’s worst forest fires have
occurred in lale summer and
carly fall

Western Oregon forests (his
year are littered with tremen-
dous amounts of flash fuel from
the Columbus Day windstorm
It is estimated that hall the
forest land has conough wind.
strewn debrix to materially in-
cronse the fire fighting prob.
lem, the spocinlist said
A Common Goal

“A common danger draws
people to @ common goal,” Ross
commented. “We have n com.
mon goal in Oregon to impres
upon every responsible citicen
the potential peril  poised o
strike our forests, We must got
the active support of every cit
wen in preventing fires. Every-
one must be conscious of the
threat to Oregon’s economy nnd
scenic attractions.”

Smokers, campers and debris |

burners  are

Oregon’s man-caused fires, Ross |
pointed out. These can J
avoltled by following some sim- |
ple rules.

Avoid smoking while ftravel-!
ing in the woods,
smoke in a safe place. N s
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